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Birthdays are always ‘special’ days especially for those celebrating them and the Rev Janet 
Trevithick shares her thoughts of them in Precious Birthdays (page 2).  Anniversaries of a 
different sort are the subject of “Titchfield Remembers - Roll of Honour” (page 19) where we 
record the deaths of four soldiers whose names are on the Titchfield memorial who died 
exactly 100 years ago, two of them at the Battle of the Somme. 

We record a a visit to Alderney (page 8) by Sheila Hignell and her sister Mary Parrett to visit a 
good friend of Titchfield and St Peter’s, Sepha Wood ,who moved to the Channel Island last 
year. Sepha was very much involved with the Community Centre Luncheon Club and in “Ten 
facts about the Community Centre” (page 10) chairman Ann Whyntie outlines the work going 
on there to encourage people to make good use of this tremendous local facility. 

Our main feature this month (Page 12/13) tells the story as related by Mary Burner of the 
“Chase Family of East Street” the house in the village which has been her family home for four 
generations. We have reports of two very popular local events, the Friends of St Peter’s Race 
Day (page 14) when the sun shone brilliantly for perhaps the only day this summer, so far, and 
a choral workshop enjoyed by local singers (page 11). 

Titchfield News is now taking a month’s break and we will be back with the September edition 
which will be published at the end of August.  Have an enjoyable and weather-friendly 
summer.         Brian Patten

mailto:office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.friends-of-st-peters.org
mailto:office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.friends-of-st-peters.org
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From the Registers

Regular activities at St Peter’s Church

Bell Ringing Practice 
Wednesday    7.30pm - 9.00

Morning Prayer 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 8.15am 

Teddy Bear Praise 
Wednesday in term time 2pm - 3pm 

Choir Practice 
Thursday          7pm 

Baptisms
19th June        Leela Sharman
                    Ivy Megan Hurja 
 
Funerals
18th May            John Murdy (91)
24th May           Stella Warne (71)
3rd June             Christopher Hunt (74) 
10th June          June Harper  (91)
24th June           Irene Selfe (85) 
 
Wedding
27th May            Christopher  Paddington and Hannah Dudley
18th June           Paul Smith and Victoria Day 
           

Cafe Connect 
In the Parish Room Sunday 17th July and  
21st August 
10.45am - 12.30pm 

Messy Church Monday 25th July 3.30pm - 5.45pm 
No Messy Church in August 

St Peter's Church, Titchfield 

I do love July. It’s a special month for 
me because my birthday happens to be 
in July; I wonder if you feel the same 
about the month in which you were 
born? When I buy or receive a new 
calendar for the coming year I always 
go straight to July to see what picture 
they have chosen to represent my 
month. 

Recently I asked the children at 
Titchfield Primary school, at their 
assembly, if they liked birthdays and 
there was a resounding ‘yes!!’ They 
were clearly very excited about their 
birthdays and looked forward to the 
next one - that may have a lot to do 
with gifts and perhaps a party if the 
family can stretch to that! 

But as we get older we often don’t 
like all the fuss or having to 
acknowledge that our age is creeping 
up in number and life is passing by far 
too quickly. But I think no matter 
what age we are, young or old, we 
should celebrate our birthday, the day 
when we were given the gift of life, 
we should celebrate the span of years 
we have been given and if possible 
share it with others. 

The Queen, as we know, was 90 years 
old this year, and we have all enjoyed 
celebrating and sharing in her birthday 
not only because she holds such a 
high position in the land but because 

she is loved and valued by her family, 
all of us and by God. 

In the celebration service last month 
for the Queen held at St Paul’s 
Cathedral the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Justin Welby, began his 
sermon with verses from Psalm 139 - 
You knit me together in my mother’s 
womb…I thank you, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made (Psalm 
139:13&14) - He said ‘Ninety years 
ago, Her Majesty The Queen was 
born, like every human being knit 
together in her mother’s womb, and 
today we thank God for the way in 
which she, like every human being, is 
fearfully and wonderfully made’.  

We are all special and precious to God 
and however old or young at heart we 
might be we can thank God, our 
maker, for our lives and for loving and 
caring for us - which is certainly cause 
for a celebration. 

On Sunday 3rd July Revd Susan is 
celebrating and sharing her ‘belated’ 
birthday with us all, combining it with 
the anniversary of 20 years in the 
ordained ministry. It is a time when 
we can all thank God for her life and 
her calling. This is to be a ‘gift day’ 
for St Peter’s Church where future 
generations will be able to come to 
worship God and give thanks for their 
lives – all of whom are equally 
precious in God’s eyes. 

Precious Birthdays  

Revd Janet Trevithick shares her 
thoughts of those “special" days

http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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Sunday Services for July 
3rd July  St Peter and St Paul 
8.00am Holy Communion (1662) 
10.00am All-Age Service 

10th July  The Seventh Sunday of Trinity 
8.00am  Holy Communion (1662) 
10.00am  Parish Communion 

17th July  The Eighth Sunday of Trinity 
8.00am Holy Communion (1662) 
10.00am   Parish Communion 

24th July  St James 
 8.00am Holy Communion (1662) 
10.00am Parish Communion 

31st July  The Tenth Sunday of Trinity 
8.00am Holy Communion (1662) 
10.00am All-Age Service 

St Peter’s Church

Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress 
and who needs the support of prayer? 

ST PETER’S PRAYERLINE - 
please contact 

Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265  
or Doreen White  

01329 843544

Sunday Services for August 
7th August The Eleventh Sunday of Trinity 
8.00am Holy Communion (1662) 
10.00am All-Age Service 

14th August The Twelfth Sunday of Trinity 
8.00am  Holy Communion (1662) 
10.00am  Parish Communion 

21st August The Thirteenth Sunday of Trinity 
8.00am Holy Communion (1662) 
10.00am   Parish Communion 

28th August The Fourteenth Sunday of Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion (1662) 
10.00am Parish Communion 

             Home Groups 

At St Peter’s we have a network 
of evening and daytime home 
groups.We learn together about 
the Christian faith, discuss, laugh 
and pray together, as we try to 
become better disciples.New 
members are always welcome. 

If you would like to join a home 
group, or find out more about them, 
please contact Kay Dunleavy     
01329 312552.  

St Peter’s Church Fete
Following on the success of St 
Peter’s Church Fete 2016 there 
will be an open meeting in the 
church on Thursday 14th July at 
7.30pm to review this year’s event 
and to lay down plans for Fete 
2017 which will be held on 
Saturday 13th May.  New ideas 
and new organisers and helpers 
would be welcome. 

Tea Party on Friday 15th 
July at The Wheelhouse, 
Hill Head. 
If you, or anyone you know would 
enjoy a chat, a cup of tea and 
delicious homemade cake in 
friendly company, please contact 
Rachel Baker on 01329 843749 
email rbakercatisfield@aol.com, or 
the Church Office on 01329 
847003. Transport can usually be 
arranged for those who need it. 

Basics Bank - 10th July 
Please keep the donations coming. 
Next collection will be 10th July. 
If you want to donate goods before 
then, please see the notice board 
for information or  go to: 
www.friendsofthehomeless.org.uk 

Traidcraft  
Our last stall did very well, taking 
nearly £130.00. The stall will be back 
on 3rd July after the 8am and 10am 
services. As we’re hoping for warmer 
weather we’ll have some lovely 
sauces and spices for the barbecue. 
We can’t guarantee to bring the sun 
but they do taste good! 

Sunday 3rd July between  
2-5 pm: HappyBirthday/
Anniversary and Open House at 
the Vicarage, 24 Frog Lane 
Belated 60th birthday celebrations for 
Revd Susan Allman, who also 
celebrates the 20th Anniversary of her 
ordination. No cards or presents 
please but Susan invites us to make 
this a ‘Gift Day’ for St Peter’s 
Church. All donations gratefully 
received. 
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Titchfield Diary 
July 
3rd  Open House at the Vicarage - 2-5pm 
3rd  Beyond the Memorial : Book Launch - Parish Room 2-4pm 
5th  Titchfield Village Trust - Parish Room - 7.30pm 
7th  Titchfield Moviola - St Margaret’s Arts - 7pm 
13th - 23rd Titchfield Festival Theatre - St Margaret’s Arts - 7.30pm 
14th  Titchfield Abbey WI - Community Centre - 9.30am 
14th  St Peter’s Fete meeting - St Peter’s - 7.30pm 
15th  Tea Party at the Wheelhouse 
17th  Cafe Connect - Parish Room - 10.45am-  12.30pm 
25th onwards St Peter’s Summer Show - Chapter Rooms 
25th  Messy Church - St Peter’s Church - 3.30 - 5.45pm 
25th  Titchfield WI - Parish Room - 7.30pm 

St Margaret’s Roundabout 
Job done! 
by County Cllr Geoff Hockley 
Well the works at St. Margaret’s 
Roundabout are now finished and 
something that I first started talking about a 
number of years ago has reached a    
conclusion.  The traffic lights were 
operational from  2nd June which also 
happened to be Connie and my 53rd 
wedding anniversary and coincided with 
Connie’s Mayoral year.   

Following on, the flower arrangements will 
hopefully be completed and the prettiest 
roundabout in the Borough will resume.  Do 
I hear shouts of Hoorah!! 

Sea Sunday at Warsash 
The popular Service  at the Shore, an 
evening service organised by St Mary's 
Parish Church,  will be held at The Hard, 
Warsash, at 6.30 pm on Sunday 10th July. 

A celebration of the area's close connection 
with the sea and seafarers, the music will be 
led by St Mary's choir and Warsash Band; 
local uniformed organisations will be on 
parade for the occasion. 

Anniversary Celebration 
Sarisbury Green United Reformed Church 
extends an invitation to everyone to join 
them at 3.00 pm on Sunday 24th July, when 
they are celebrating "85 Years Young and a 
NEW LOOK", a service of Celebration and 
Thanksgiving for our Anniversary and 
"New Look" Church.   Refreshments and 
Fellowship afterwards.   Contact David 
Meatcher on 01489 572718 or email: 
david.meatcher718@btinternet.com 

Success for West Hill Park 
Community Choir at 
Cheltenham 
report by Richard Boden 
West Hill Park Community Choir from 
Titchfield won a silver cup when they 
travelled to Cheltenham on 14th May to 
take part in this year’s  90th anniversary of 
the Cheltenham Festival of Performing 
Arts.   

The choir was established some four years 
ago by Wendy and Nick Blunn who run 
the music department of West Hill Park 
School and will be familiar to the people 
of Titchfield due to their appearances in 
the village, at the Church fete and in St 
Peter’s. 

At Cheltenham the choir was entered to 
sing in the competitive Choral Section of 
the  Festival which comprised three 
groups: male, female and mixed.  The  
mixed group of West Hill numbered some 
thirty female and ten male  singers and 
was on first, competing against four other 
mixed groups.   

Without denigrating West Hill’s 
performance, they all thought the standard 
of the opposition was very high.  So when 
the adjudicator  finished talking through 
his assessments and then declared West  
Hill the winners there was an audible gasp 
of astonishment.  Wendy  went up to the 
stage to receive the cup from the Lady 
Mayor. 

This is not the first trophy won by West 
Hill; they were successful in  their section 
in the Portsmouth Music Festival this 
March.  They also  won in the 
Southampton Festival of Music and 
Drama in March  2015. 

Titchfield  
Gardeners‘ Club 

Annual Horticultural Show 
Saturday 10th September 2016 

Parish Room 
Titchfield 

2pm to 4pm 

Admission 50p (Children free) 
Auction of Produce 4.15pm 
Refreshments - Sales Table  

Grand Draw 

Do you reside in Titchfield Village? 
You can enter your flowers or produce 

in the show. 
Please contact 

Caroline McGrath 01329 842619 for a 
schedule and entry form

Fareport Talking News

Fareport Talking News is a free, 
weekly broadcast service recorded on 
memory stick, for those in the 
Fareham, Locks Heath, Portchester, 
Wickham and Gosport areas who are 
unable to read the printed words in 
their local papers. If you know 
anyone who is blind or visually 
impaired and who you think would 
benefit from receiving FTN please 
tell them about us or call us on their 
behalf on 01329 664364. 

Fareport Talking News is a self- 
funding charity and we welcome 
donations to help maintain our 
service. Donations should be sent to: 
The Treasurer, Fareport Talking 
News, 24 Stubbington Lane,  
Fareham, PO14 2PP.    (TW) 
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St Peter’s Summer Show 
The Annual Show and exhibition at 
St Peter’s Church will open its doors 
on Monday 25th July and will be 
open to visitors each day from 10am 
to 4.30pm except Sunday until 27th 
August.  Entrance is free and coffee, 
tea, juice and biscuits will be 
available. 

On display, and for sale, in the 
Chapter Rooms will be crafts; 
jewellery; cards; preserves snd 
chutneys. The Titchfield History 
Society will have a stand with local 
history books for sale and there will 
be displays and some demonstrations 
featuring stoneware, wood turning, 
glass engraving, prints and paintings, 
bags, textiles and toys.  

10% of the proceeds  of the Show 
will be donated to Macmillan Cancer 
Support, Rowan’s Hospice, Countess 
Mountbatten Hospice and St Peter’s 
Church. 

As ever stewards will be required for 
each day so if you can help please 
add your name to the sheet which 
will be posted  on the notice board at 
the back of St Peter’s church. 

The last week of the  Show will 
coincide with Hampshire Open 
Studios, an annual art trail where 
visitors can meet artists exhibiting 
their original artwork. 

Organiser Jane Robertson thanks all 
who supported the event last year 
and looks forward to seeing visitors 
at this year;s show.  All enquiries to 
Jane Robertson on 01329 662768

Ball in aid of Motor Neurone 
Disease Association (Portsmouth 
& South East Hants Branch) 
raises a fantastic sum!!              
Report by Karen Postle                               
Penny Sheppard’s daughter Sarah, with the 
help of family and friends,     organised a 
Charity Ball in memory of Tony Sheppard 
held on Saturday May 28th. 

It was a splendid event, very well attended: a 
chance to dress up in our finery, enjoy a 
delicious buffet meal, and dance the night 
away. 

There was entertainment from a group of 
very talented young people from ‘Dance 
Wise’ who performed lively, exciting street 
dance routines. 

There was also a very informative short talk 
from Andrew Lane from the Portsmouth & 
South East Hants branch of the MNDA, who 
explained, among other things, how prevalent 
MND is. 

The Ball raised the fantastic sum of £1687.00 
which will help in providing support for 
people in the local area who have MND. 

Sarah and her family did a fantastic job 
organising the event, and worked very hard 
on the night. Her son Ben (Penny & Tony’s 
grandson, aged 9) deserves a special mention 
for his very hard work helping his Mum sell 
raffle tickets and also making a short speech 
about his Grandpa. Ben asked the DJ to play 
‘You Raise Me Up ‘, a song very dear to both 
Tony and Penny and which many of us will 
remember seeing the St Peter’sPuppets 
perform. 

All in all, it was a great evening, a fine tribute 
to a much loved and greatly missed member 
of our Church family, and an excellent fund 
raiser for the MNDA. 

The past year had been a successful 
one Titchfield History Society 
Chairman Marilyn Wilton-Smith told 
members at their Annual General 
Meeting last month, despite 
attendances being down due to the ill-
health of a few members and although 
some new members have joined the 
Society would welcome more people.  
The 2016/17 programme will begin in 
September and details will be 
published in this magazine and 
circulated to members. 

She told the meeting that the Society 
had made a successful entry in last 
year’s Titchfield Carnival finishing in 
a creditable second place in the 
overall float competition.  The Society 
has also been active with Keith 
Hayward completing the next set of 
parish records and he has also 
finalised work on the records for the 
Titchfield Independent church, and a 
copy of this is held by the Society. 

The Chairman reported that the 
Society had already started a new 
project which is to record the building 
and social history of the listed 

properties within the village. She said 
“This is a long term project and will 
possibly encompass more towards the 
end.  If you would like your property 
included in this project we will get 
around to everyone, but in the 
meantime if anyone has information, 
documentation, photographs etc 
perhaps you could let us have copies 
for our files, so that we have a bank of 
information to work on.” 

After a most interesting winter of talks 
organised by Ros Seward, events for 
the summer had been arranged to 
include  a visit to Portsmouth 
Grammar School on the 11th July and 
a picnic at the Abbey which was held 
in June. The Open House programme 
will also operate this year with a visit 
to Lantern Cottage on Tuesday 9th 
August for which members wishing to 
attend must have their name down 
with the Chairman beforehand. 

Mrs Wilton-Smith thanked existing 
committee members and Penny Daish, 
who is standing down, and welcomed 
Bryan Dunleavy to the committee. 

Titchfield History Society 

Titchfield Village Trust 
Titchfield Village Trust will be 
holding a General Meeting on 
Tuesday 5th July at 7.30pm in 
the Titchfield Parish Room.  All 
welcome to attend.

Warsash Choral Society 
The Society will resume their rehearsals on 
 Friday 22nd July at 8.00 pm in The Hook Room 
at the Victory Hall, Warsash, in preparation for 
their next concert on Friday 28th October.   They 
will be performing Faure's "Requiem" and 
Beethoven's "Mount of Olives” and  urgently 
need extra voices to sing in these lovely works - 
soprano,alto, tenor and bass.   If you enjoy 
singing do come and join in!   Music is provided 
free of charge. 
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Titchfield Remembers 

There could well  have been a million 
Israelites and their animals - no easy task 
for Moses  and others to 'organise' ! 

The story continues in Exodus, 
chapter 15 v 22 onwards.  
             
After the crossing of the Red Sea, the  
Lord continued to guide the Israelites, 
leading them by day with a cloud and by 
night with fire, but no water was found  
for three days.  When they came to 
Marah. the longed-for water was bitter 
and there was much complaining BUT at 
God's suggestion, Moses threw a stick 
into the water and it became sweet. 

Two months later as they approached 
Sinai it would appear that the people had 
run out of supplies brought with them so 
they complained, saying that they were 
better off in Egypt where they had food.  
In answer to their distress, the Lord said 
to Moses ‘’I will send bread (manna) 
down each day so that the people may go 
out and gather it in the morning and  I 
will send meat down each evening 
(quail) and then you will know that I am 
the Lord your God.”   

The people moved on - often 
complaining - largely about lack of 
water, until they reached Horeb. Moses 
was able to satisfy their thirst by using 
his staff to strike a rock and 
provide water which gushed from it 

Exodus 20 tells of the The Ten 
Commandments which were given to 
Moses to proclaim to the people. 
After around 40 years, the Israelites got 
near to the Promised Land.   Moses had 

died and Joshua had been appointed to 
lead the people. In the Book of Joshua,  
chapter 3, Joshua tells the people, 
''Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow, 
the Lord will do amazing things for 
you.” 

Crossing the River Jordan  
The priests and Levites were to go first 
and once they had entered the river, the 
flow would stop and the water would be 
piled up and remain so whilst the people 
crossed. The flow at this harvest time 
would be exceptionally strong.  

Afterwards huge stones were placed in 
the middle of the river to remind people 
of the power of the Lord. 

The Lord then gave Joshua instructions 
about how the City of Jericho could be 
taken. The armed men  were instructed 
to walk round the city once each day for 
six days with seven priests carrying 
trumpets.  On the seventh day, they were 
to march round seven times with  the 
Ark  the priests blowing the trumpets. 
“When you hear a long blast, all the 
people must shout.” The end of this story 
is well-known, but in case someone has 
not heard it, the walls fell down!   They 
went in and took the city saving Rahab 
and her family who had sheltered the 
spies who had entered it earlier.   

Leading the Israelites out of Egypt 

Jill Hill continues with 
her stories of Miracles 
in the Old Testament 

William James Edmunds 
A L Corp Hampshire Regt. 
Died 1st July 1916 
William was born in Titchfield Common 
in 1878.  His family worked as market 
gardeners in the area.  William enlisted 
in November 1915 at the age of 36.  He 
joined the Devonshire Regiment in the 
Labour Corps.  William died in the 3rd 
Southern General Hospital of pneumonia 
and his medical records show that this 
was contracted whilst he was on active 
service at home.  He is buried at St 
Pauls, Sarisbury Green. 

Ernest Gamblin 
Pte 6th Hants/Warks Regt. 
Died 19th July 1916 
Ernest was the fifth of nine children of 
George and Margaret Gamblin. George 
was an Agricultural Labourer and the 
family lived at St. Margaret’s Farm, 
Titchfield in 1901 and 1911.  Although 
Ernest originally joined up to the 6th 
Hampshire Regiment, some time later he 
joined the Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment.  The War records show that 
Ernest landed in France in early 1915.  
During 1916 his regiment took part in 
major battles including on the Somme.  
It is likely that Ernest was Killed in 
Action at the Battle of Delville Wood.  
He died on 19th  July 1916, aged 19 
Years.  In total the Gamblins lost four of 
their sons in the war.   

Arthur Sydney Fearne 
Sgt 1/6th Hampshire Regt. 
Died 26th July 1916 
Arthur was the second child and only 
son of Albert and Mary.  Albert was a 
market gardener in the Titchfield area 
and in 1911 Arthur aged 18 was an 
under-gardener.  Arthur joined the 
Hampshire Regiment.  He entered the 
Asiatic Theatre of War on the 25th 
October 1915 and records show that he 
was taken prisoner of war in Kut (100 
miles south of Baghdad) by the Ottoman 
Army. Hampshire Regiment records state 
that Sgt. Fearne died a prisoner of war.  
He was 24 years of age. 

Victor George Taylor 
LCpl 2nd Royal Berks Regt. 
Died 28th August 1916 
Victor was the third of four children 
brought up at The Victoria Hotel in 
Surrey Street, Portsmouth.  He was a 
regular soldier, having enlisted in the 
2nd Battalion Royal Berkshires, also 
known as the Cyclist Corps, probably on 
his 18th birthday.  In November 1914 
they landed at Le Havre and they served 
on the Western Front throughout the 
conflict.  Victor was killed in the Battle 
of Delville Wood, one of the bloodiest 
confrontations of the Somme, with both 
sides incurring large casualties. He was 
25 years old when he died.   

Beyond the Memorial 
Book Launch 
2-4pm Sunday 3rd July 
at Titchfield Parish Room
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Art Show    Mr Mark Pearce                         07962 200208 
Ballroom Dance Classes  Mr James Taplin   01489 584502 
Better Body Fitness   Ms Lisa Lingard   079232 31806 
Bonfire Boys   Hotline    07768 283725 
Bowling Club   Mr Gary Rathke     01329 847795 
Boxing Club   Mr Ken Charman   01489 581623 
Bridge Club   Mr Derek Winslow   01489 505077 
Bright Sparks Pre-School  Mrs Sally Eland    07890 087897 
Card Making   Ms Amanda Fowler   07890 426945 
Canine Partners   Ms Elaine Potter   01730 716017 
Dog Training   Mr Brian Eldridge   02380 777916 
FAREGOS - Home Education  Mrs Julie Barker   07748 498841 
Fareham Bee Keepers Association Ms Sandra Hearn   07590 020012   
French Conversation   Mr Peter Davis   01489 808422 
Gardeners’ Club   Miss Wendy Nicholson              01329 842537 
History Society   Mrs Marilyn Wilton-Smith  01329 843822 
Karate (KOKB)   Mr Chris Bird   07792 666932 
Kung Fu & Kick-Boxing  Mr Omar El-Kilany   07575 991855 
Ladies Badminton   Mrs Sylvia Lamb   01489 584948 
NCT Bumps and Babes  Ms Kate Upton   0844 2436130 
Oaklands    Contact TCA office   01329 842933 
Oasis Youth Centre   Mr Peter Mills   01329 317912 
Rugby Tots   Ms Helen Wood   0845 3133244 
78 Club    Mr Edward Meads   01489 589689 
Slimming World   Ms Colette May-Matthews  07727 872528 
Scouts inc Beavers and Cubs  Mrs Louise Mclean   01329 842942 
Solent Fine Arts Soc. (NADFAS)  Mrs Louise Ashton   01329 842441 
Solent School of Dance/Drama  Mr Martin Young                       01329 665801  
                                                  or  Miss Kirsten Young                  01329 223104 
Sugarpush Tea Dance  Miss Simone Brown   07944 255574 
Tai-Chi    Mr Andrew Austin   01329 510204 
Tea Pot Crafters   Ms D Philpot   01329 286999 
Tea Dances   Mrs Pauline Steel   01329 234562 
Titchfield Abbey W.I.   Ms Rosemary Mitchell  01329 319388 
Titchfield Auctions   Mrs Isobel Farmer   07720 023950 
Titchfield Luncheon Club  Mr Kenneth Moore   01329 315615 
Titchfield Photographic Group  Mr Phil Burner   07774 021958 
WordWrights   Ms Susan Whitehead   01489 578738 

COMMUNITY CENTRE - CONTACTS FOR GROUPS & CLUBS
Titchfield Evangelical Church 

Calendar of events in  
July/August 

Sunday morning services at 10.30am 
(meet for prayer from 10.00-10.15am) 

Services in July 
 3rd July   David Brown  
 10th July   Bob Rule - with Communion 
 17th July   John Griffith  
 24th July   Bob Rule - with Communion 
 31st July   Mike Peach 

Services in August 
 7th August  Bob Rule with Communion 
 14th August  John Griffin 
 21st August  Bob Rule with Communion 
 28th August  Fred Hudson 
  

  

 

       

    

Titchfield on the web
www.welcometotitchfield.co.uk

www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
www.friends-of-st-peters.org

7

Open Church each Tuesday Morning from 10.00am until 11.45am.
Sessions are designed to welcome anyone who would like to come in for 
an informal chat.  Tea, coffee and biscuits are served.

On Tuesday, 5th July the Christian Travelling Library visits us with a 
great range of books and DVDs for free borrowing and a very good 
selection of  Greetings Cards at very reasonable prices.
Please note the Library will not be visiting in August

Wednesday Evenings at 7.30, Prayer and Bible Study take  place in 
the upper room.  We have been studying “The Holy Spirit” and the next 
topic will be announced.  Anyone is welcome to join us.

www.titchfield.org.uk
telephone 01329 845772

e-mail: titchfieldevangchurch@virginmedia.com

http://www.welcometotitchfield.co.uk
http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.friends-of-st-peters.org
http://www.titchfield.org.uk
http://www.titchfield.org.uk
http://www.welcometotitchfield.co.uk
http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.friends-of-st-peters.org
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Wednesday 
Bright Sparks Pre-School* 9.15 -  1.30pm
Canine Partners 1.00pm - 3.00pm
Titchfield Luncheon Club 10.30 – 2.00pm
Teapot Crafters 2.30 - 4.30pm
Solent School of Dance 7.00 – 9.00pm
Sea Scouts* and Beavers 7.00 - 9.00pm
Tai Chi 7.00 – 9.00pm
Bridge Club 7.00 – 10.30pm
Solent Dog Training Group 7.15 – 10.00pm
Gardeners’ Club (1st) 7.30 –10.00pm

See page 18 for 
names and telephone 
numbers of contacts 
for the Groups and 

Clubs listed on 
 this page

Thursday 
Bright Sparks Pre-School* 9.15 – 3.30pm
FAREGOS* 9.30 -  1.30pm
Ladies Badminton* 10.30 – 12.30pm
Word Wrights (1st and 3rd) 1.30 – 3.30pm
Bowling Club (Oct-April) 2.00 – 5.00pm
Kick Boxing/Kung Fu/Tai Chi 7.00 – 9.45pm
Ballroom Dance Classes 5.15 - 10.30pm
Cubs 6.30 - 8.00pm
Photographic Group 7.30- 9.30pm
Oasis 7.00 - 9.00pm

Saturday 
Solent School of Dance  9.30am - 12.00pm
Slimming World 8.30am - 12.30pm
Tai Chi (3rd) 1.00pm - 4.00pm

Available for Functions

Friday 
Bright Sparks 9-15 - 1.30pm
NCT Bumps & Babies 10.00 - 12 noon
Card Making 9.30am - 12.30pm
TAvailable for Functions

*TermTime only
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 Sunday 
  Titchfield Auctions –   Viewing            5.30-6.30pm

(The Garage)            Auction           6.30pm
    Sugar Push  Tea Dance           1.00pm - 6.30pm

Monday 
Bright Sparks Pre-School* 9.15 – 1.30pm
Tai Chi 12.00 – 2.00pm
Oaklands Day Centre 1.30 – 7.00pm
Bridge Club               7.00 – 10.30pm
Ballroom Dancing 6.15 - 10.00pm
BOKB 7.00 - 9.00pm
Solent School of Dance* 6.00 - 8.00pm
Lindy Hop 8.00 - 11.00pm

Tuesday 
Bright Sparks Pre-School*          9.15 – 1.30pm
Titchfield Abbey W.I. (2nd)          9.30 – 12.15pm
N.A.D.F.A.S (3rd)         10.00 – 12.30pm
Tea Dance         1.30 –4.00pm
Karate         7.00 – 9.00pm
History Society (3rd) Sept – May   7.30 –10.00pm
French Conversation (1st & 3rd)   7.30 - 9.00pm
Rugby Tots*        10.30 - 12.30pm
Perform*         3.30 - 6.00pm
Oasis         7.00 - 8.30pm
Slimming World         4.30 - 9.00pm
Better Body Fitness         8.30 - 10.30pm

       Titchfield Community Association 
 Mill Street, Titchfield, PO14 4AB 
  tel:  01329 842933 
  fax:  01329 842407 
  e-mail: titchfield.ca@btconnect.com

Weekly
 ProgrammeIn May my twin sister (Mary Parrett) and I 

visited Alderney,  a Channel Island only 
40 minutes away from Southampton by air 
– an interesting experience, rather like 
sitting in a mini-
bus with 
wings! It was a 
glorious sunny 
morning [both 
ways] so the 
views over the 
New Forest, 
Dorset Coast 
and the Isle of 
Wight were 
quite stunning. 

Apart from 
having a break 
our main 
reason was to 
visit Sepha 
Wood who left 
Titchfield 
fifteen months 
ago. She is 
living in a modern purpose built residence, 
only five minutes away from her daughter 
Annabel.  The view from her first floor 
room is wonderful, sea in the background 
and below a field with ducks, geese and 
chickens, with paddling pools for the 
ducks, all very entertaining. Sepha loves 
to help in the garden too. 

We stayed right in the middle of St.Annes  
with its cobbled streets and few shops. 
The entire population  is only about 1900 
and what a friendly place it is, everyone 
seems to know every one. 

For the first time visitor the best way of 
seeing the Island is a mini bus tour with 
Annabel, which takes two hours. She has 
been running these trips for 9 years and is 
so enthusiastic about her adopted Island 
and its people.  

Sepha enjoys going on at least one trip a 
week and ‘chips in’ with the commentary 
as though she has lived on the island 
forever! Annabel helps to organise 

afternoon tea at the 
sailing club every 
Tuesday and of 
course Sepha 
looks forward to 
that. 

We also visited 
Jane Murray – 
Jane and her late 
husband Andy 
lived in 
Whitewalls in the 
Square for a 
number of years 
and ran Titchfield 
Travel. It was 
lovely to see her 
again. 

The Museum is 
very interesting 

and moving, especially the section on the 
German Occupation from 1941-1945 
when the entire population left the island. 
The parish church of St.Anne is huge and 
magnificent, consecrated in 1850 and 
designed by  George Gilbert Scott who 
was responsible for the Albert Memorial, 
it has been called the cathedral church of 
the Channel Islands.  It was the garrison 
church when the Island was heavily 
fortified for fear of a French invasion in 
the 19th century. France is only 8 miles 
away. 

There is such a rich and interesting history 
to this little Island, just three and a  half 
miles by one and a half, we left feeling 
that we had been in another world for four 
days and that Sepha is happy and has 
made many friends.

Sepha Wood (r) with her daughter Annabel

A visit to Alderney 

By Sheila Hignell



16 Titchfield Film Nights   
Titchfield Film Night - Titchfield Festival Theatre,  

St Margaret’s Lane.  Please come along and join us. 

Titchfield Festival 
Theatre 

9      Titchfield News    

Free tailored home safety visits to 
keep Hampshire Safe and Well                                                   
Your home is your world, so just think how you 
could benefit from a free tailored home safety 
visit. Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service are 
working in partnership with health and social 
services to target all over-65s in Hampshire, who 
are registered with a GP, to deliver the best value 
of service for the community they jointly serve.  

The visits will combine a home safety check to 
reduce fire risk in the home, by fitting and 
checking smoke alarms, with health referrals 
offered for extra support where appropriate, to 
improve health and wellbeing.   

Your visit is all about you, taking into account 
your lifestyle, environment and needs. Crews will 
be able to give you specialist advice and leave 
you with a personalised home safety pack, 
tailored to your individual needs.  
So if you’re over 65 please look out for your visit 
postcard dropping through your door. If you 
would like to request a visit for you or someone 
you know please visit www.hantsfire.gov.ukfor 
more information.  
  

The Solent Singers Choir  
INVITES YOU TO 

Music for a  
Summers Evening 

 

Friday 15 July 2016  

Victory Hall, Warsash 

Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm 

 

Tickets £7.50 call 01329 847990   

In Aid of Epilepsy Action 

Titchfield WI 
Titchfield WI will meet on 
Monday 25th July at 7.30pm in 
the Parish Room when 
members will hear a talk on 
Canine Partners.  The 
competition is for a dog photo 
or ornament. 

In August the WI will meet on 
Monday 29th August, again in 
the Parish Room at 7.30pm 
when the group will hold an 
Olympic Games and Fish and 
Chips evening. 

Visitors and new members will 
be most welcome to attend. 

Obituary 

June Harper 
June Harper, who has died aged 
91, was a regular worshipper at 
St Peter’s with the 8am Sunday 
communion being her service 
of choice.  June joined St 
Peter’s when she moved to 
Catisfield with her sister Freda 
after having been very active in 
Fareham.  There she had been 
very much part of  the scene at 
Holy Trinity and was involved 
with the Fareham History 
Society and the Sarisbury 
Green NADFAS Group as well 
as serving as bursar at 
Wickham House school 

June spent her last years at 
Rose Villa care home in 
Warsash and when she became 
ill moved back to be with her 
family at Little Woodley where 
she died very peacefully.

Thursday 7th July – ‘Bridge of Spies’ (12A)   During the 
Cold War, the Soviet Union captures U.S. pilot Francis Gary 
Powers after shooting down his U-2 spy plane. Sentenced to 
10 years in prison, Powers' only hope is New York lawyer 
James Donovan (Tom Hanks), recruited by a CIA operative 
to negotiate his release. Donovan boards a plane to Berlin, 
hoping to win the young man's freedom through a prisoner 
exchange. If all goes well, the Russians would get Rudolf 
Abel (Mark Rylance), the convicted spy who Donovan 
defended in court.  Directed by Steven Spielberg. 

There will be no Film Night in August – Autumn Season 
will commence on Thursday 1st September.  

Films for the next season will be detailed on the Titchfield 
Moviola web site http://www.titchfieldmoviola.com 

Tickets (£6 each) on sale at The Village Greengrocer and 
Daisy B’s Kitchen in The Square, and on the door (subject to 
availability). 

TFT's July production is "The Thrill of Love", 
 a gripping new play telling the story of Ruth 
Ellis, the last woman to be hanged in Britain. 
  Convicted of the coldblooded killing of her 
unfaithful lover, was she guilty or not guilty? 
  Was this a crime of passion or, as it was 
portrayed, simply culpable murder?      

The play runs at 7.30 pm from Wednesday 13th 
to Saturday 23rd July at St Margarets Arts, St 
Margarets Lane, Titchfield.   For more 
information and booking, please contact The 
Box Office, 01329 556156, or go to the website, 

www.titchfieldfestivaltheatre.com 

After a break in August, productions by TFT will 
resume in September with “The Servant of Two 
Masters” from the 7th. 

http://www.hantsfire.gov.uk/
http://www.titchfieldmoviola.com
http://www.titchfieldfestivaltheatre.com
http://www.titchfieldmoviola.com
http://www.titchfieldfestivaltheatre.com
http://www.hantsfire.gov.uk/


1510 In Your Garden Titchfield Community Association 

1. Titchfield Community 
Association is the Charity 
that runs the Centre and all 
volunteer Directors and 
Management members are 
made up of local people and 
representatives of the users. 

2. Staff are employed to run it 
on a day to day basis as it is 
felt that it would be difficult 
to obtain volunteers to cover 
the opening times of 9am to 
11pm. 

3. The building and car park 
are owned by Fareham 
Borough Council and the 
Association rents the 
building from them.  

4. We practically break even 
and would not survive at all 
without the generosity of the Art Show 
and Pauline’s Tea Dances. 

5.  The Association has been in existence 
for 52 years after a hard earned struggle 
to take over the ex Territorial Army 
Base. 

6. Even badminton can be played in the 
Main Hall due to its height, and there is a 
roll away badminton court mat. 

7. There are three bars available for 
functions. 

8. There is a coffee machine and water 
dispenser in the main reception area, 
which you are welcome to use even if 
you are not a customer. 

9. Rooms of all sizes and rates are available 
to hire, from parties to meetings, groups 
to community or corporate events. 

10. Our new Manager is the lovely Mary-
Kate Smith - call her on 01329 842933 

One of our 
objectives is to 
encourage 
people of all 
ages to use this 
fabulous facility 
and to this end, 
a small 
committee of 
enthusiastic 
volunteers have 
held several 
community 
events over the 
year. 

In the last 12 
months we have 
decorated the 
Main Hall, the 

Haven Bar/Lounge and the Doreen Evans 
Room - all are now brighter and more 
welcoming. If anyone has a photograph of 
the late Doreen Evans, please contact us. I 
would like to reinstate a commemorative 
wall mount in recognition of her legacy to 
the Association and Centre in the latter 
room. 

We have just applied for a grant to help 
refurbish the ‘Outhouse’ loos, so fingers (and 
legs) crossed for that! 

We are planning to hold a competition to 
rename the “Outhouse” and the “Garage”, so 
thinking caps on for this. (The “Outhouse” is 
the long building at the west end of the car 
park, which used to be the army garage, 
contained in which is the large room “The 
Garage”- very suitable for all sorts of 
functions).  We feel this building deserves to 
be more sympathetically named and updated. 
titchfield.ca@btinternet.com   01329 842933 

Events planned for 2016/17 

14/15/16th October 2016  Film Festival 
in conjunction with Titchfield Moviola 
(more details next month) (family) 

9/10/11th February 2017  TACT come to 
us from the Parish Room for another 
sparkling run of “Miscellany” More 
room, bigger stage, more laughs! 

Sat 4th March 2017 – A Murder 
Mystery Evening 

Sat 1st April 2017– the Third Bake-Off 
(you’d be a fool to miss this!) (family) 

Sat 9th December 2017 – Christmas 
Extravaganza (afternoon)(family) 

by Ann Whyntie, Chairman, 
Titchfield Community Association 

Ten facts you may not know/have forgotten  

about Titchfield Community Centre What are the origins of the gardens that 
we love and enjoy around our homes 
today?  Rosina Brandham gave the 
Gardeners’ Club a fascinating talk on the 
development of gardening during the 
Victorian period.  In the early 19th 
century the estates of the landed gentry 
consisted principally of large natural 
landscaping, a kitchen garden and small 
formal areas close to the house, 
comprising flowers such as geraniums.  
The gardens of staff cottages were given 
over to growing food, including 
medicinal herbs.  

As the industrial revolution 
progressed better tools 
appeared and the beginnings of 
commercial production 
became possible, providing 
more opportunities for garden 
workers.  Knowledge was 
spread in early horticultural 
magazines, which included articles on 
garden design, soil conditions for 
different plants and lists of ‘what to do’ 
each month.  Initially these magazines 
cost 7s 6d and could only be afforded by 
the wealthy but increased circulation 
reduced the price to an affordable one 
shilling. 

The golden era of the greenhouse was in 
England during the Victorian age and 
Joseph Paxton’s Crystal Palace at the 
great Exhibition of 1851 marked the 
beginning of the discovery of glass as a 
building material.  Initially only the rich 
could afford greenhouses as glass was 
taxed heavily, but when the Excise Act 
was repealed in 1845 these became 
popular amongst the middle classes.  
Walled gardens were developed and the 
Victorian plant hunters provided an 
increasing variety of plants such as 
viburnums and fuchsias.   

Conservatories were decorated with 
plants and flowers grown in the 
greenhouses and orchids became popular.  
Bedding out plants also became 
fashionable as a means of ensuring 
continuous flowering through summer 
into autumn. 

Post 1850, middle class suburbia started 
to develop with pretty front gardens and 
rear kitchen gardens, which required the 
cook and gardener to communicate!  
Parks were introduced in the centre of 
towns and allotments were started for the 
industrial poor and have remained 

popular ever since.  Edwin 
Budding patented the first 
lawn mower in 1830  (l)) 
and started the 
Englishman’s love affair 
with the lawn, producing 
smooth flat grass.  This led 
to the creation of modern 

rules for many sports 
including croquet, bowls, tennis and 
cricket. 
More wealthy Victorians took plants to 
excess and introduced ‘parlour 
gardening’ by decorating their rooms 
with large plant displays.  They also used 
them on dining tables, where empty 
expanses of white tablecloth had to be 
covered now that meals were served one 
course at a time, rather than all the food 
being placed on the table at the outset.   

Gentlemen wore red buttonholes by day 
and white in the evening and women 
wore flowers on their dresses.  There was 
a craze for ferns and their designs 
featured in carpets and furnishings.  It 
was certainly a golden age of gardening 
and the Victorians embraced the many 
new plant discoveries and indulged 
themselves.  As with so much else they 
paved the way for many of our current 
gardening practices and passions.    

Glimpses of Victorian Gardening Life 

By Robert Blake 

mailto:titchfield.ca@btinternet.com
mailto:titchfield.ca@btinternet.com


14 11Friends of St Peter’s Fareham Philharmonic Choir 

Choral Workshop 

Glorious, warm sunshine was the 
order of the day when the Friends 
of St Peter’s held their popular 
raceday in the garden of Bridge 
House, Mill Street last month 
courtesy of Louise and Richard 
Ashton.  Over 50 people attended 
this fun event, where the throw of a 
dice rather the the galloping of 
hooves decides the horses 
movements, enjoying a picnic in the 
garden at the same time. 

Combined Anglo-German forces came together for a choral workshop organised by 
Fareham Philharmonic Society at Titchfield Community Centre last  month.  The 
Dansweiler Da Capo Choir from Pulheim in Germany joined local singers from Fareham 
Philharmonic, U3A, Over 50’s and West Hill Park Community Choirs in rehearsing and 
performing music from the musicals “My Fair Lady” and “Showboat.” 

Under the direction and coaching of 
the renowned conductor, musical 
director, singing coach and 
accompanist Ben Costello (left), the 
choir was taken through a series of 
exercises before presenting  a 
workshop performance of music 
from the two famous musicals 
including such favourites as “I 
could have danced all night”, “Get 
me to the church” and Ol’ Man 
River.”  During the intervals the 
local members of the choir were 
treated to a performance by the 
German choir of songs by John 
Lennon and two humorous 
arrangements of works by Mozart. 

After the workshop the combined 
choirs enjoyed a meal of fish and 
chips in the Parish Room (left).. 

The Dansweiler Da Capo Choir  
entertains

Nearly £600 was raised for the 
Friends of St Peter’s whose 
chairman Frances Knight thanked 
all who had contributed to the 
running of the event and all who 
had attended for their generosity.

 The afternoon also featured a 
“Best Decorated Table” prize to 
celebrate HM The Queen’s 90th 
birthday which was won by 
Margaret Pace, Olive Anderson 
and Sukie Swan. (above) 

A Day at the Races

Friends chairman Frances Knight and 
Race-day organiser Jacqui Knott toast 

a successful afternoon.

Photos by Martin Young 
and Wendy Nicholson 

Photos by George Pickburn 

Report by Brian Patten

Report by Brian Patten
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When they 
both died my 
parents did not 
want to have 
other people 
living in the 
cottage and it 
was left empty 
for many 
years. 

After my 
mother died in 
1989 and my 
father in 1992, 
Phil and I 
were very 
fortunate to be 
able to move 
into 31, with 
our four-year 
old son Robert 
William 
Burner, and 
refurbish the family house in 1993. This 
is an ongoing project! 

In 2010 we decided (and were able to), 
incorporate 29 into 31 with the help of 
our builder and friend, Richard Curtis, 
who has amazing insights into old 
buildings and was a great support. 

The process of rebuilding and 
refurbishing No 29 was an intriguing 
procedure, watching the developments 
carefully protecting and supporting the 
adjoining walls, floors and ceilings with 
No 31.  

Some of the 
furniture and 
china 
belonging to 
Elsie and 
Gertie 
Richards is 
now back in its  
rightful place! 

Many visitors 
to our home 
comment on 
what a 
peaceful house 
and 
atmosphere 
there is. It is a 
wonderful 
place to be and 
I realize I am 
very fortunate 
to live in a 
home with so 

much attachment to our family history. 

The garden is partly walled and fenced 
with a growing walnut tree, planted by 
my Great Grandfather, and has produced 
many baby trees that we have planted far 
and wide.  

For a walnut tree to be productive, there 
needs to be another male or female 
within a mile, so we have given a few 
trees away to be planted within the 
village. The tree given to Old Lodge is 
thriving as is one in Posbrook Lane! The 
squirrels too are a great help in this 
process! 

31 East Street was 
originally owned by 
Miss Rose Green, 
who had a large estate 
in the area of 
Catisfield and 
Titchfield, and the 
Green family have a 
tomb in the graveyard.  

No. 31 was originally 
rented then eventually 
bought from Miss 
Green by my Great 
Grandfather, David 
Robert Chase, when 
he married Elizabeth 
and had their children, 
Elizabeth, Emma, 
Mary, Sarah and William. 

William David Robert Chase, my 
Grandfather was born in 31 East Street 
and in the 1911 Census was living there 
with his sister Sarah who never married, 
but she moved out when William 
married Bertha, my Grandmother. 

Bertha Elizabeth May lived in Bradford-
upon-Avon, Bristol and, so I understand, 
fell in love with an actor (not the thing 
for a young lady to do!) so was sent 
away to be near other relatives in Park 
Gate and ended up as a milliner in 
Hudson’s, where she met William Chase. 

They had one son, my father William 
David Robert, who was also born at 31 
East Street. Bertha died from 
septicaemia after pricking her finger on a 
rose bush in the garden when my father 
was 18 years old.   

By the time my father met my mother, a 
lass from Ireland but who was nursing at 
the Royal South Hants Hospital in 
Southampton, his father was ill and died 
in 1938, the year my parents were 
married. 

My brother, Robert David Chase and 
myself were also born in 31 East Street, 
Titchfield. 

29 East Street is a little cottage attached 
to 31 and sharing the garden. In the 1911 
Census the Richards family were living 
in the two up, two down cottage, and 
named as Mrs. Richards and her 
children, two daughters and a son, plus a 
lodger.  

Growing up ‘The Miss Richards’, Elsie 
and Gertie, played a large part in our 
childhood memories. As dressmakers or 
seamstresses, they had many visitors 
coming for measuring and fitting their 
outfits. They also played a great part in 
the life of  St. Peter’s Church by 
cleaning and delivering the Parish 
Magazines. 

The Chase Family of East Street 
Mary Burner tells the story of her house in East Street 
which has been home to four generations of her family 

The house in East Street, Titchfield 

The Walnut Tree




