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FROM THE
EDITOR’S DESK

The Great Titchfield Bake-Off is seeking to establish itself as a regular in the Titchfield
calendar and we have news of the second event taking place at the Community
Centre (page 4) on 19th March. This is the weekend before the commencement of
Holy Week and there are details of joint church services to be held at St Peter’s during
this week on page 19.
Revd Susan Allman writes of reflections on the Easter Story as written by St Luke
(page 2) and we have a report of the speech made by Sheikh Fazle Abbas Datoo at
the Annual Muslim Christian Evening held at Portsmouth Cathedral (page 11) last
month.
TACT (Titchfield Arts Community Theatre) scored a hit with their latest production in
the Parish Room last month according to reviewer Amanda Laws (pages 12/13) while
we can look forward to the 42nd revival of another popular Titchfield favourite the Art
and Craft Show (page 15) at the end of April.
Members of Titchfield Abbey WI spent a busy morning learning how to save lives
(page 9) and as a change from the usual horticultural subject Gardeners’ Club
members were treated to an interesting talk on a Round the World Yacht race
undertaken by one of their members (page 10).
Brian Patten
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St Peter's Church, Titchfield

Reflections on St. Luke’s telling of
the Easter story (Luke 24:1-12)
by The Revd Susan Allman
Dear Friends,
It is a terrible thing not to be believed.
The women who found the tomb empty
on Easter morning were not believed,
even by the disciples. What they reported
back was dismissed as “an idle tale.”
These women are the ones mentioned by
Luke earlier in his gospel, in chapter 8;
the women who accompanied Jesus
during his ministry. We might reasonably
assume that they shopped and cooked
and laundered things for him and his
companions, doing all the unglamorous
jobs in the background that women were
expected to do. It appears, however, that
this was not all. They were also taught by
Jesus, which would not have been the
norm for women in those days.
If the horror of his arrest and execution
had temporarily blotted out everything
they had been taught, they were soon
reminded, as they peered into the empty
tomb. Two men in dazzling clothes
appeared at the side of them. “Remember
how he told you, while he was still in
Galilee, that the Son of Man must be
handed over to sinners, and be crucified,
and on the third day rise again. Then they
remembered his words.”
It seems that Jesus had been preparing
them for this moment, to come out of the
shadows, stand up and be counted. There
was a problem, however. People were
not used to hearing what women had to
say about the big things in life and a
woman’s account of what happened
would not be admissible in a court of
law.
When the women told the disciples that
the tomb was empty and Jesus was alive,
they were not believed. Their experience
was simply “an idle tale”.

Thankfully, Peter thought he had better
go and check it out for himself, all the
same. When he got there he found out
that they had been telling the truth.
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At St Peter’s we have a network of evening and daytime home groups.We
learn together about the Christian faith, discuss, laugh and pray together,
as we try to become better disciples.New members are always welcome.
If you would like to join a home group, or find out more about them,
please contact Stella Warne 01329 847338 or Kay Dunleavy 01329 312552.

Why did God choose the women for this
important task?
During her pregnancy, Mary the Mother
of Jesus had a moment of insight. “He
has scattered the proud in their conceit,”
she said. “He has put down the mighty
from their thrones and lifted up the
lowly.” (From the Magnificat, Luke
Chapter 1)

There will be no Messy Church at St Peter’s
in March.

Enjoy breakfast at Cafe Connect

If God’s kingdom of equality for all,
where even women were to be believed,
was to become a reality in a corrupt and
misguided world, there needed to be a
big shake-up.
Throughout his ministry Jesus
confounded people’s expectations,
inverted their world view and offered an
alternative perspective; God’s
perspective. “You cannot put new wine
into old wineskins,” he said. It is no good
looking for the living among the dead.
Jesus lives! He lives to disturb us
because it is only by disturbing us that he
can heal and bless our world. He moves
among us and walks beside us in his
risen life. He most often speaks to us
through those who are on the edge of
things. That is where we are most likely
to find him. “Behold, I am making all
things new,” he says.
Wishing you all a very happy and
blessed Easter,
With love in Him,
Susan

On Palm Sunday, 20th March, Café Connect
breakfast will be serving breakfast from
08.30am to 09.45 in the Parish Room. If you are
coming to the Parish Room for the start of
the Palm Sunday procession why not come early
for a tasty breakfast to set you up for the morning.

From the Registers
Funerals
29th January
11th February

Ruby Hookey (93)
Frederick Norman (92)

Regular activities at St Peter’s Church
Bell Ringing Practice
Wednesday 7.30pm - 9.00
Morning Prayer
Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 8.15am

Teddy Bear Praise
Wednesday in term time 2pm - 3pm
Choir Practice
Thursday
7pm
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St Peter's Church,
Titchfield
Church Street
Titchfield
Hampshire
PO14 4AG.

Vicar: Revd Susan Allman
Curate: Revd Janet Trevithick
Sunday Services for March

6th March
8.00am
10.00am
11.30am

Mothering Sunday
Holy Communion (1662)
Family Service
Matins

13th March
8.00am
10.00am

The Fifth Sunday of Lent
Holy Communion (1662)
Parish Communion

20th March
8.00am
10.00am

Palm Sunday
Holy Communion (1662)
All-Age Communion

27th March
8.00am
10.00am

Easter Day
Holy Communion (1662)
All-Age Communion
April

3rd April
8.00am
10.00am

Annunciation
Holy Communion (1662)
Family Service

Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress
and who needs the support of prayer?
ST PETER’S PRAYERLINE please contact
Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265
or Doreen White
01329 843544

News from St Peter’s
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Lent Lunches
During Lent you can come to the
Chapter rooms on Friday between
12:00 and 1.30pm to enjoy a simple
lunch of soup, bread and cheese. Also
you will be able to have a friendly chat
with other “Lunchers”. You are asked
for a donation for your lunch, proceeds
of which will go to support the
St George Foundation in Sierra Leone
who work with the orphans from the
Ebola crisis.

Diocesan Spirituality Days 2016
St Thomas’ Cathedral, Old Portsmouth
& St George’s, Portsea.

Lent Services
During Lent we will have a 5 minute
period of silence before the service.
This is to give you time for personal
prayer and meditation.

Bishop’s Lent Appeal 2016
The recipients this year will be:
St Nicholas Seminary in Ghana and
charities supporting individuals to
overcome barriers to learning. The
collection envelopes are available at
the back of the church.

On Palm Sunday (20th March) the
10am service will be preceded by a
procession from the Parish Rooms to
the Church. This will leave the Parish
Rooms about 9:45. Also on this
Sunday, Cafe Connect will be held in
the Parish Rooms between 8:30 and
9:45am. . Tea or coffee with a bacon
and egg roll, muffin and cake will be
on offer as well as an opportunity to
meet with other members of the
parish. As this will be between our two
communion services, it will be your
opportunity to meet with parishioners
who usually attend the other service.

Explore new ways of praying and
refresh your walk with God. Take a
day out from your busy life and
reconnect with God. A wide range of
speakers, ordained and lay, offer
something for Christians of every
tradition and those who are ‘just
looking’. See notice board for more
details.

Friends of St Peter’s
Annual General Meeting
The AGM will take place at the Parish
Room on Wednesday 13th April at
7:30pm.
Please come along and hear what the
committee have planned for 2016 and
how we have spent the charity funds in
the last 12 months.

Advance Notice of St Peter's APCM on
26th April which will include election of
Church Wardens and new PCC
members. Nomination forms are
available from the church office.
Nominations must be received no later
than Sunday 24th April.
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Is this the final frontier?

THE 2ND GREAT TITCHFIELD BAKE-OFF

There will be demonstrations from
professionals on all kinds of aspects of
baking – some of them low-calorie –
and the chance for kids and adults alike
to have a go at decorating biscuits and
cupcakes, painting Easter eggs and
making sugarcraft flowers.

Have you heard of the
Rotary Club of Locks
Heath? Well you
should have by now,
because it has been
featured in magazines,
on the radio and in
space. Yes the club flag
has been photographed
inside the International
Space Station with the Earth as a
background framed with a window
and structure of the ISS.

Come and join us at the Community

The photo was taken by Major Tim

Titchfield Community Centre
Saturday 19th March 2016 12 – 4pm
All the fun and calories of “Bake-Off”
but without the pain – you do your
baking in your own home and then
wow the judges with your finished
product!
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Titchfield & District News

ND GREAT TITCHFIELD BAKE-OFF
THE 2Centre
for a delicious afternoon; £2
Peake the first British astronaut to go

buys you entrance and a tea or coffee
and Titchfield
cake, under 12s are
free.
Community
Centre

into space. Tim took the photo at the
request of his godmother who
happens to be a member of the
Entry forms are available at Divine
Rotary Club of Locks Heath. The
th March 2016 12 – 4pm
Saturday
Hair Studio in 19
the High
Street, at the
object of the picture is to help
regular Friday Country Market in the
promote Rotary at home and abroad
Parish Rooms, at theENTRY
Community
FORM
and to make everyone aware of the
Centre Office, on Facebook or by
organisation. Rotary is open to male
e-mailing tccadmin@btconnect.com.
and female membership.

There are classes to enter for all ages
Classes:
from the under 5s
(decorating biscuits)
to Adults producing their “Signature
Entry fee 50p per class payable on the
Under
5s – 4 decorated
biscuits.
Bake” cake, with1.special
categories
for
day. Entry
forms must be returned by
Men only (“The Weird and
Friday 11th March, so banish those
5-7 years
cupcakes.
Wonderful”), WI2.Members
(“The– 4 decorated
February
blues, get baking and have a
Technical” classic fruit scones),
go!
3. 8-11
years
Titchfield Community
Centre
User– 4 muffins, any flavour.
Groups (“Your Family Favourite”) and
4. 12-16
Titchfield Businesses
(“Tea years
Time – 20 cm Victoria Sponge baked with 3 eggs, 175 g each of sugar, fat and
Special”).
flour, sandwiched with jam of your choice.

by John Hopwood.

Some members
travel round the
world at their
own expense
helping where
disasters strike
or help is
needed. Aid is
also provided at
home working on
raising funds for local organisations,
schools, junior clubs, hospitals and
many more deserving areas of our
lives.
It is not all work we also like to
enjoy ourselves on the land, sea and
air. Which brings me back to Tim’s
own charitable work which is The
Prince’s Trust. Who would have
thought twelve months ago having
asked Tim’s godmother to request
him to help Rotary by flying our
banner in the ISS that we would have
created history for Rotary?

Hold Your Party
at
Titchfield Community Centre

March

3rd
8th
9th-19th
15th
20th
21st
27th
28th

5. Catering College students – 17.5cm round or 15 cm square rich fruitcake, plain, no
icing. Titchfield Diary

Titchfield Moviola - St Margaret’s Arts - 7pm
Titchfield
Abbey
WI -style
Community
Centre
- 9.30am Bake” up to 20cm round.
6. Adults
– any
of cake
“Signature
Titchfield Festival Theatre - St Margaret’s Arts - 7.30pm
Titchfield
- Community
- 7.30pm
7. MenHistory
only –Society
any style
of cakeCentre
“Weird
and Wonderful” up to 20cm
Café Connect Breakfast - Parish Room - 08.30am - 9.45am
Solent
Embroiderers’
- Parish
Room, 7.00pm
8. WI
members Guild
– “The
Technical”
6 fruit scones.
Easter Sunday services - St Peter’s and Titchfield Evangelical Church
Titchfield WI - Parish Room - 7.30pm

01329 842933

titchfieldca@btconnect.com
round.

titchfieldcommunitycentre.weebly.com

9. TCC user groups – any style of cake “Your Family Favourite” up to 20 cm round.
10.Adults – “The Show stopper” – any style and size, decorated for Easter.

Reg Charity 1109062

20

Titchfield & District News

Solent Embroiderers’ Guild

Fareport Talking News

The Solent Branch has been very
busy and has an exciting year ahead.
Members have just submitted some
fabulous and diverse pieces
celebrating the life and work of
Capability Brown. These will be
exhibited at Hillier Gardens
between Monday 11th April and
Sunday 30th October. We also have
workshops planned from textile artist
Anne Kelly and the amazing Arthur
Ridley.

Fareham Mayor, Councillor Mike
Ford, accompanied by Mayoress Mrs
Ann Ford recently visited the
recording studios of Fareport Talking
News.
After an interview with Helen Wilson
an FTN editor, to be aired on a
forthcoming programme, the Mayor
and Mayoress tried their hands on the
recording desk with a little help from
recording technician Suzie Lyczywek
and Dee Batu the FTN Secretary.

We are very excited to announce that
we will be holding a summer
exhibition at the Westbury Manor
Museum in Fareham and we are all
busy creating works to display there.
Our next speaker will be on Monday
21st March when we will be hosting
the knitter and textile artist Nicky
Barfoot. She will be talking to us
about her "Knitted Nudes and Doggy
Doodles". She is a multi-disciplined
artist and having read her blog and
perused her web page it will be
interesting to hear her discuss her
work. If you would like to join us,
please come along. You will be made
very welcome. We meet in the Parish
Room, Titchfield 7pm for 7.30pm.
Visitors £5.
For more details please contact
Margaret Mainwaring 01329 285825
or Gemma Bridges by
email; gemmabridges@gmail.com or
visit our blog
on www.solenteg.blogspot.com.

Titchfield & District News
St Peter’s Church Fete 2016
Having a Spring Clear Out?
Please do not forget that the fete will be
looking for ‘good as new’ items for
Bargain Hunt and donations for other
stalls, including Super-Chance and toys for
the toy stall. It will be helpful if you are
able to put a collection of donations
together now.
Nearer the time, if you need someone to
collect your donations please call the
Church Office (tel 01329 847003) and
arrangements will be made.
Perhaps you are able to grow a few more
seedlings/plants than you need?
They will be welcome additions for sale on
the Plant stall.
We are looking forward to presenting new
additions to our programme including:-

Fareport Talking News is a free,
weekly digest of local news,
information and entertainment for the
blind and visually impaired in the
Fareham and Gosport areas.
St George Foundation Sierra Leone
The new year has seen some normality
return to St George Foundation with the
decision to work again with street
children. Currently about half the children
in the centre are children rescued from the
streets and half are children who were
affected by Ebola and are either waiting to
be re-united or have returned to the centre
because they were deemed too vulnerable
with the placement family.

a Karate Display and
a Fancy Dress competition:
‘Favourite Character’ for children
under the age of 7 (entry on the
day)

Donations are being received for the
‘Evening Out’ and ‘Family Day Out’
raffles.
More information about the programme,
the Grand Prize Draw and other stalls will
follow next month.
Please make sure you have the date for the
fete firmly in your diary - Saturday 14th
May 2016 with the gate opening at 1.00pm.
Thank you for your support.
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Titchfield Bowling Club
The new 2016 season approaches and
there are vacancies for membership at the
Bridge Street club
Subscriptions for full members is £60
plus £5 for bowls hire.
There will be an introductory session for
you to come an have a go
at 10.30am on Friday 1st April. Come
along, have a cuppa and chat and see if
we can persuade you to join us.
The club secretary, Gary Rathke, would
be pleased to answer any questions you
may have.
Telephone:- 01329 847795

The Madding
Crowd

St Nicholas Church,
Wickham
Saturday 16th April
at 7.30pm
“Get a flavour of life in Dorset parishes
at the Time of Thomas Hardy with an
entertaining evening of music, song and
amusing accounts”
Tickets £7.50 (including refreshments)
Call 01329 833299 or e-mail
rgoulson@btinternet.com

Save-a-Life
Give Blood

A blood donor session will be held at St
John’s Church Hall, St Michael’s Grove,
off Redlands Lane on Monday 14th
March. - 1.15pm to 3.30pm and 4.20pm
to 7.30pm.
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Titchfield
Evangelical Church
Miracles
by Jill Hill

There are several definitions of
'miracles' . I think the following
descriptions are fairly straightforward.
Miracles are those acts which only God
can perform; usually superseding natural
laws.
A miracle in the external world is brought
about by the immediate agency or simple
volition of God.
A miracle occurs to show that the power
behind it is not limited by the laws of
matter or mind as it interrupts fixed
natural laws ‘thus supernatural’.
The word in the New Testament can often
be translated as a 'sign' that God uses to
point to Himself.
Miracles in the Old Testament
(Any quotations will be from the new
International Version of the Bible.)
The first recognised miracle in the Old
Testament is that of God's creation of
Adam in Genesis chapters one and two.
After God had made the earth, the seas
and the land together with the sun, moon
to give light, and stars He then brought
life to the land and the sea with birds,
fish and creatures and animals.
Then God said ''Let us make man in our
image, in our likeness, and let them rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of
the air, over the livestock, over all the
earth and over all the creatures that move
along the ground"

In chapter 2 v.7. the Lord God formed
the man from the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life
and the man became a living being. God
put him into the Garden of Eden which
He had prepared but then said (v18) "It is
not good that man should be alone'' so He
formed Eve from one of Adam's ribs.
Noah's Ark (Genesis Ch.7 and 8)
A long time after the people had, over
centuries, become evil in God's sight so
He decided to destroy all except Noah and
his family because 'Noah found favour
in the sight of the Lord’
He was given detailed instructions about
how to build the Ark of cypress wood and
of vast proportions. It must have taken
years to construct and, quite likely, Noah
was the laughing stock of the land!
However, it was complete and the
specified pair of each of the living
creatures housed in it. The Lord then told
Noah to take his whole family into the
Ark and rains came and lasted for forty
days and nights and the floods stood for a
further one hundred and fifty days. and it
took a further one hundred and fifty days
for the winds to blow and dry up the land
sufficiently for Noah and his family to be
able to vacate the Ark, together with their
cargo of assorted creatures!
(If you look on Google you will find plenty
of pictures and information about of the
Ark on Mount Ararat).

St Peter’s, The Parish Church of Titchfield,
with St John’s, Locks Heath &
Titchfield Evangelical Churches
Holy Week and Easter 2016
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Palm Sunday
20th March
Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00 am at St Peter’s
The service includes traditional distribution of Palm Crosses.
Parish Communion
9.45 am in the Parish Rooms
We meet in the Parish Rooms before processing through the Square to Church, Those
who are unable to walk may gather in church at 10.00 to hear the Palm Sunday Gospel
and await the arrival of the procession.
Monday in Holy Week
9 am at St John’s, Locks Heath
7.30 pm at St Peter’s

21st March
Holy Communion
Reflective Service

Tuesday in Holy Week
8.15 am at St Peter’s
9 am at St John’s, Locks Heath
7.30 pm at St Peter’s

22nd March
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Reflective Service

Wednesday in Holy Week
9.30 am at St John’s, Locks Heath

23rd March
Holy Communion and
Stations of the Cross
Reflective Service

7.30 pm at St Peter’s
Maundy Thursday
8.15 am at St Peter’s
7.30 pm at St Peter’s

24th March
Morning Prayer
‘Eucharist of the Last Supper
followed by Tenebrae &
The Watch until midnight’

Good Friday
25th March
10.30 am at Titchfield Evangelical Church ‘Meditation on the Cross and Communion’
12 noon
‘Walk of Witness’ from Titchfield Abbey to Church
12.30 – 1.30 pm at St Peter’s
Reflective Organ Music
2 pm at St Peter’s
‘The Liturgy of Good Friday’
8 pm at St John’s, Locks Heath
Order of Tenebrae
Holy Saturday (Easter Eve)
26th March
8.00 pm at St Peter’s
‘Easter Vigil and Service of Light’
Light breaks into the darkness. We kindle new fire and rejoice that in the Resurrection,
God has overcome death.
Easter Day
27th March
Journey’s end - celebrated by the greatest feast of the year!
8.00 am at St Peter’s
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am at St Peter’s
Holy Communion for all

Titchfield Evangelical Church
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COMMUNITY CENTRE - CONTACTS FOR GROUPS & CLUBS
Art Show
Mr Mark Pearce
07962 200208
Ballroom Dance Classes
Mr James Taplin
01489 584502
Bonfire Boys
Hotline
07768 283725
Bowling Club
Mr Gary Rathke
01329 847795
Boxing Club
Mr Ken Charman
01489 581623
Bridge Club
Mr Derek Winslow
01489 505077
Bright Sparks Pre-School
Mrs Sally Eland
07890 087897
Card Making
Ms Amanda Fowler
07890 426945
Canine Partners
Ms Elaine Potter
01730 716017
Dog Training
Mr Brian Eldridge
02380 777916
FAREGOS - Home Education
Mrs Dee McGruer
07748 498841
Fareham Bee Keepers Association
Ms Sandra Hearn
07590 020012
French Conversation
Mr Peter Davis
01329 284417
Gardeners’ Club
Miss Wendy Nicholson
01329 842537
History Society
Mrs Marilyn Wilton-Smith
01329 843822
Crofton Judo Club
Peter Powell
07877 629135
or Les Barnes
07896 582853
Karate (KOKB)
Mr Chris Bird
07792 666932
Kung Fu & Kick-Boxing
Mr Omar El-Kilany
07575 991855
Ladies Badminton
Mrs Sylvia Lamb
01489 584948
NCT Bumps and Babes
Ms Mary-Kate Smith
0844 2436130
Oaklands
Contact TCA office
01329 842933
Oasis Youth Centre
Mr Peter Mills
01329 317912
Rugby Tots
Ms Helen Wood
0845 3133244
78 Club
Mr Edward Meads
01489 589689
Slimming World
Ms Colette May-Matthews
07727 872528
Scouts inc Beavers and Cubs
Mrs Louise Mclean
01329 842942
Solent Fine Arts Soc. (NADFAS)
Mrs Louise Ashton
01329 842441
Solent School of Dance/Drama
Mr Martin Young
01329 665801
or Miss Kirsten Young
01329 223104
Southern Steppers
Mrs Jan Harris
01329 288360
Sugarpush Tea Dance
Miss Simone Brown
07944 255574
Tai-Chi
Mr Andrew Austin
01329 510204
Tea Pot Crafters
Ms D Philpot
01329 286999
Tea Dances
Mrs Pauline Steel
01329 234562
Titchfield Abbey W.I.
Ms Rosemary Mitchell
01329 319388
Titchfield Auctions
Mrs Isobel Farmer
07720 023950
Titchfield Luncheon Club
Mr Kenneth Moore
01329 315615
Titchfield Photographic Group
Mr Phil Burner
07774 021958
WordWrights
Ms Susan Whitehead
01489 578738

Calendar of events in
March
Sunday morning services at 10.30am
(meet for prayer from 10.00-10.15am)

6th March
13th March
20th March
27th March

Services in March

Trevor Galbraith with Communion
John Griffith
Bob Rule with Communion
Easter Celebration

There will be a Service on Good Friday 25th March at 10.30am
“Reflection on the Cross and Communion”

Tuesday Mornings from 10.30 until 11.45 we have Open Church which
is a time of informal chat over coffee, tea and biscuits. Anyone is
welcome to come once or often and to stay for short time or for the
whole time.
On the first Tuesday of each month, we are usually joined by the
Christian Travelling Library. Anyone may come in and borrow any of the
great number of books, fact or fiction, or any of the DVDs. There is
always a great selection of greetings cards for any occasion and at very
reasonable prices.
On Wednesday evenings, at 7.30 in the Upper Room, we meet to have a
time of prayer and then a bible study. We are currently studying Elijah led
by John Griffith or Bob Rule
www.titchfield.org.uk
telephone 01329 845772
e-mail: titchfieldevangchurch@virginmedia.com

The Magic of Musicals - The Mayor’s Concert

Titchfield on the web

www.welcometotitchfield.co.uk
www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
www.friends-of-st-peters.org

Mike Ford, the Mayor of Fareham, is presenting a concert
on this theme, featuring Maria-Brigid Ryan (soprano) and
Chris Milburn (piano) on Saturday 19th March at 7.30 pm
in St Mary's Church, Church Road, Warsash. Tickets are
£6, from Mike Ford (tel. 01489 574501, mobile 07886
682465, or aandmford@sky.com. All proceeds will go to
the Mayor's Charities, Gosport & Fareham Inshore Rescue
Service, and the Dave Wellman Cancer Trust.
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Titchfield Community Association

Titchfield News

Obituary
Dr Leslie Ellis, who has
died aged 101, lived in the
village for nearly 70 years
practising as Titchfield’s
GP for 37 years before
retiring in 1984 at the age
of 70.

Dr Leslie Ellis

Leslie Ellis was born in
Harrogate in 1914 and
after training at
Cambridge and Leeds
qualified as a medical practitioner just
before the Second World War and for a
time was a personal assistant to a doctor
in Ackworth.
He was called up in 1940 at the age of
26 and joined the Royal Army Medical
Corps as a medical officer and was
eventually posted to India. From there he
moved to Singapore and was in this
territory when it was captured by the
Japanese in February 1942 and he was
made a prisoner-of-war. During his time
in captivity he was held in Hanoi and
Saigon where there was a lot of illness
and prisoners were very badly treated by
their captors. In 1943 he was transferred
to the Thailand-Burma railway and was
in a camp near Bangkok when the peace
was declared in August 1945.

He returned to Harrogate
and in 1947 met and
married Denise and moved
to Titchfield where he set
up a joint practice with Dr
Edwards in the house and
surgery in Coach Hill.

Apart from his medical
duties Dr Ellis found time
to serve as a councillor on
Fareham Urban District
Council for 24 years, at one time as its
leader, and also he chaired the Housing
and Policy and Resources committees.
During this time he oversaw the building
of the Civic Offices in Fareham and set
up Fareham’s twinning with Vannes in
France.
In Titchfield itself Dr Ellis was involved
in various capacities with the Bridge
Club, the Earl of Southampton Trust, the
Luncheon Club and the History Society
amongst others as well as playing a
leading role in the formation of
Titchfield Community Centre.
He leaves two children, a son Charles,
and a daugher Christiane, two
grandchildren and a great-grandson. His
wife, Denise, pre-deceased him.
BP

Lee Festival of the Arts Summer 2016
The first-ever Lee Festival of the Arts is scheduled to take place between July 1st and
July 9th. There will be a launch evening on the first Friday with music and information
about what's on during the week, and a weekend of music and song centred around a
sea-front venue is already almost fully booked. Art work, paintings, pottery, textiles etc,
will be displayed at St Faith's church and other places around the town during the week.
There will be bands, large and small, choirs, singers, musicians, dancing, tai chi, and
drama, including children's theatre, at both indoor and outdoor locations, including local
shops, businesses and pubs.
If you are interested in getting involved with Lee Festival of the Arts as a performer or
exhibitor, your first step is to go to the web site http://www.leefestivalofthearts.org.uk/
and fill in the on line form you will find there.

Weekly
Programme
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Mill Street, Titchfield, PO14 4AB
tel: 01329 842933
fax: 01329 842407
e-mail: titchfield.ca@btconnect.com

Sunday
Titchfield Auctions –
(The Garage)
Sugar Push Tea Dance

Viewing
Auction

Monday
Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Tai Chi
Oaklands Day Centre
Bridge Club
Ballroom Dancing
Southern Steppers
BOKB
Solent School of Dance*
Lindy Hop

9.15 - 1.30pm
1.00pm - 3.00pm
10.30 – 2.00pm
1.30 – 3.30pm
2.30 - 4.30pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.00 – 10.30pm
7.15 – 10.00pm
7.30 –10.00pm

Friday
NCT Bumps & Babies
Card Making
Crofton Judo Club
Toddler Sense

10.00 - 12 noon
9.30am - 12.30pm
6.30pm - 9.30pm
9.00 - 12.30pm

Available for Functions
*TermTime only

See page 18 for
names and telephone
numbers of contacts
for the Groups and
Clubs listed on
this page

Tuesday
9.15 – 1.30pm
12.00 – 2.00pm
1.30 – 7.00pm
7.00 – 10.30pm
6.15 - 10.00pm
7.30 - 9.30pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
6.00 - 8.00pm
8.00 - 11.00pm

Wednesday
Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Canine Partners
Titchfield Luncheon Club
Southern Steppers
Teapot Crafters
Solent School of Dance
Sea Scouts*
Tai Chi
Bridge Club
Solent Dog Training Group
Gardeners’ Club (1st)

5.30-6.30pm
6.30pm
1.00pm - 6.30pm

Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Titchfield Abbey W.I. (2nd)
N.A.D.F.A.S (3rd)
Tea Dance
Beavers*
Southern Steppers
Karate
History Society (3rd) Sept – May
French Conversation (1st & 3rd)
Rugby Tots*
Perform*
Oasis
Slimming World
Better Body Fitness

9.15 – 1.30pm
9.30 – 2.00pm
10.00 – 12.30pm
1.30 –4.00pm
5.30 - 7.00pm
7.00 - 9.30pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.30 –10.00pm
7.30 - 9.00pm
10.30 - 12.30pm
3.30 - 6.00pm
7.00 - 8.30pm
4.30 - 9.00pm
8.30 - 10.30pm

Thursday
Bright Sparks Pre-School*
FAREGOS*
Ladies Badminton*
Word Wrights (1st and 3rd)
Bowling Club (Oct-April)
Kick Boxing/Kung Fu/Tai Chi
Ballroom Dance Classes
Cubs
Southern Steppers
Photographic Group
Oasis

9.15 – 1.30pm
9.30 - 1.30pm
10.30 – 12.30pm
1.30 – 3.30pm
2.00 – 5.00pm
7.00 – 9.45pm
5.15 - 10.30pm
6.30 - 8.00pm
7.30 -9.30pm
7.30- 9.30pm
7.00 - 9.00pm

Saturday
Solent School of Dance 9.30am - 12.00pm
Slimming World
8.30am - 12.30pm
Tai Chi
1.00pm - 4.00pm

Available for Functions
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Titchfield News

Titchfield Film Nights

Titchfield Film Night - Titchfield Festival Theatre, St Margaret’s Lane
Please come along and join us.
Thursday 3rd March - ‘X +Y’ Preferring to hide in the safety of his own
private world, Nathan (Asa Butterfield)
struggles to connect with people, often
pushing away those who want to be
closest to him, including his mother,
Julie. Without the ability to understand
love or affection, Nathan finds the
comfort and security he needs in numbers
and mathematics. Mentored by his
unconventional and anarchic teacher, Mr
Humphreys, it becomes clear that
Nathan’s talents are enough to win him a
place on the British team competing at
the highly revered International
Mathematics Olympiad. Being part of a
team and one which has a real chance of
winning seems like it could change
Nathan’s life forever. But when the team
go to train in Taiwan, Nathan is faced
with a multitude of unexpected
challenges, not least the new and
unfamiliar feelings he begins
to experience for one of the Chinese

competitors, the
beautiful Zhang
Mei (Jo Yang).
From England to
Taipei and back
again, this
inspiring and
life-affirming
story follows the
unconventional
and hilarious
relationship
between student and teacher, whose roles
are often reversed, and the unfathomable
experience of first love – when you don’t
even understand what love is.
Films are detailed on the Titchfield
Moviola web site http://
www.titchfieldmoviola.com
Tickets (£6 each) on sale at The Village
Greengrocer in The Square, and on the
door (subject to availability).

Titchfield Festival Theatre
St Margaret’s Arts
TFT's March production in the newly
well-heated St Margarets Arts, St
Margarets Lane, Titchfield, is "Ask Me
Another" - a new play by Steve Harris, a
sequel to the much-enjoyed "Pub Quiz",
which had its premiere at St Margarets in
2014.
It's another chance for the audience to pit
their wits against the cast in the quiz that
runs throughout the play (and maybe to
win a prize!), and to enjoy again an
evening with some characters and their
foibles, opinions and soapboxes.

The play runs from
Wednesday 9th to
Saturday 19th
March at 7.30 pm.
For more
information and for
booking contact
The Box Office,
01329 556156, or
go to the website:
www.titchfieldfestivaltheatre.com

Titchfield Abbey WI
"Learning How to Save Lives"

A group of 20 from Titchfield Abbey
WI took part in a First Aid class run
by First Aid Trainer Maggie. The
group learnt primarily how to help
somebody survive a heart attack or an
incident where they may have stopped
breathing or were in danger of doing
so until professional help arrived.
They were shown how to use
defibrillator machines, which are now
frequently found in shopping areas
and other places where people gather;
how to access those placed on a wall
for public use and the procedure for
attaching them to the patient. Maggie
also demonstrated how to do CPR,
place a person in the survival position,
and gave tips on how to call for other
help. The idea is not for WI members
to save lives but to have the
knowledge to maintain life and keep
the patient comfortable.
It was hoped the members would not
be placed in the position of needing to
administer first aid but the knowledge
of how to do so is invaluable. In fact,
just minutes after leaving the venue
and walking a few yards down the
road to a butcher's shop, one of the
members, Norma Luxton, found there
somebody who had just had an
accident with his knife and she was
able to confidently help and advise,
before he went to hospital.
The next meeting of Titchfield
Abbey WI will take place on
Tuesday 8th March at Titchfield
Community Centre commencing at
9.30am when the talk will be on
“Link Words with Heather and
Rosemary”.
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Come and join the
Historians

The Titchfield History Society is a
vibrant, friendly and active group
which meets once a month from
September to May at the Titchfield
Community Centre to hear talks on a
wide variety of subjects of local and
national historical interest. Recent
talks have been on such diverse
subjects as Commander Crabb, Henry
Cort, and the history of Portsmouth
Grammar School. During the summer
months various outings and events are
held.
The Society is inviting anyone who is
interested to join up for the remainder
of the season free of charge with a
view to becoming a permanent
member if you enjoy the society’s
activities. The current annual
membership fee is £12.
Meetings are held on the third Tuesday
of each month in the Malt Room at the
Titchfield Community Centre. The
next meeting of the Society, which
commences at 7.30pm, takes place on
Tuesday 15th March when Jane Fox
will present a talk on “Researching
your Family History”.
New members will be most welcome,
why not come along and join in with
this friendly group.

Titchfield WI
The next meeting of Titchfield WI will
be held on Monday 28th March in the
Parish Room at 7.30pm. Aaron Phipps
will present a talk on Wheelchair
Rugby.
The Monthly Competition will be for a
rugby joke.
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Titchfield Gardeners’ Club

Titchfield Art & Craft Show 2016

Clipper Round the World Yacht Race By Robert Blake

The planned speaker for the Gardeners’ Club
failed to materialise, so Caroline McGrath
kindly stood in to give an illustrated talk on
her experience of taking part in the
2005-2006 Clipper Round the World Yacht
Race. The idea was conceived in 1995 by
Sir Robin Knox-Johnston who, together with
William Ward, founded
Clipper Ventures, a
company to run the
race. The event gives
paying amateur crew
members the chance
to sail around the
world, a total distance
of 35,000 miles. The
company owns a fleet
of identical yachts
and provides
qualified skippers to
lead each crew. In
contrast to the now defunct Global
Challenge, the Clipper race uses lighter,
faster boats and the route follows the
prevailing currents and winds.

headsails ‘bent on’ ready to hoist. Each crew
waits in the aft end of the boat until the start
signal, at which point they race forward to
hoist the headsails.

Caroline applied to take part in the last seven
legs of the 2005 race from Qingdao in China
to Victoria in British Columbia, Panama, San
Antonio in Jamaica (where there is a
‘Titchfield School!), New York, Jersey,
Holyhead and Liverpool. She joined all
successful applicants in Liverpool where she
was allocated to the boat sponsored by the
city of Glasgow. The ten, new design yachts
were 68ft (21m) long with a mast height of
89ft (27m) and accommodated a crew of 18.

All ten yachts transited the Panama Canal
together at a cost of £18,000 and proceeded
via Jamaica to New York. There they had
time to visit Ground Zero and see the bronze
wall mural dedicated to the bravery of the
fallen firefighters. Her husband, Miller,
joined her at a number of stops, and acted as
a mobile yacht chandler, bringing out spares
for the boat. Three further legs saw their
arrival in Liverpool in July to be met by rain
and a howling gale, with thousands of people
lining the banks of the Mersey to welcome
them home.

Her planned joining date at Qingdao was
deferred by some 8 weeks as Glasgow’s keel
came loose in the South China Sea. The boat
was diverted to Subic Bay in the Philippines
for repairs, shortly to be joined by the rest of
the fleet, where re-designed bolts were fitted.
On each leg of the race the competing boats
undertake a Le Mans start where they form
up in a straight line with mainsails up and

In April 2006 she started her first leg across
the Pacific Ocean covering 5,500 miles in 30
days, some of which was in
heavy weather where the boat
can sail at a forty five degree
angle, making sleeping or
standing very uncomfortable.
Most of the time is spent in 3
hour watches – shortened to
1.5 hours in very cold
conditions - so sleep is taken
in short bursts. It is very
physical, particularly when
changing or trimming sails as
there are no power operated
winches. Sails get ripped and
Caroline spent quite a time repairing them.
Everyone takes their turn at cleaning, there is
no hot water for washing and no time, or
need, for make-up!

Caroline had completed an amazing
adventure, which has been undertaken by
more than 2000 people since 1996, and
sharing her experience with us made a very
enjoyable evening, despite the fact that there
wasn’t a plant in sight!
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by Mark Pearce

Titchfield Art & Craft Show
returns for its 42nd year and we’re
looking forward to welcoming a
wide variety of art work,
photography and craft exhibits.
All the art on display is for sale,
with prices to suit every budget –
you are sure to find something to
your taste.

Children’s competition
This year the children from
Titchfield Primary School and
West Hill Park School will be
delighting us with their work
inspired by the title Earth, Wind
and Fire. All visitors are invited to
vote for their favourite pictures
throughout the weekend and the
votes will be counted on Sunday
afternoon to determine the
winners. The children create some
fantastic work to be proud of!
The Show takes place at Titchfield
Community Centre (Mill Street,
Titchfield) on Saturday 23rd April
– 10am to 5pm, and Sunday
24th April 10am to 4pm, tickets
are available on the door for only
£2.

We shall have both painting and
craft demonstrations over the
course of the weekend and this
year we will also have some
portfolio prints and greetings cards
available.
Homemade refreshments provided
by our local Country Market will
be on sale throughout the Show,
and if you want to buy something
delicious to take home there is a
mouth-watering range of fresh
produce to choose from.

Tickets for the Preview Evening
on Friday 22nd April can be
bought from the Titchfield
Community Centre at a price of
£7.50, and will be available from
Monday 14th March. The ticket
includes entry to the exhibition, a
glass of wine and canapés. A
tremendous social evening and the
opportunity to have first choice of
the wonderful exhibits on offer.
Entry to the Preview Evening is by
ticket only.

An application form to take part in this year’s show can be dowloaded from
http://titchfieldartandcraft.co.uk/home-page/artists-page
Deadline for applications to exhibit is Friday 11th March 2016
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Titchfield History Society

report by Brian Patten

The History of Portsmouth Grammar School
Although Portsmouth
accommodate 250 pupils and
Grammar School’s
opened in 1879. It was an
connections with
immediate success and the
Titchfield may not be
academic reputation for the
immediately obvious
school grew substantially. By
there are one or two odd
1918 the number of pupils had
examples school
doubled and by the 1920’s the
archivist John Sadden
Victorian school was
Portsmouth Grammar School
told members of
recognised as being hopelessly
Titchfield History Society in January. A
inadequate.
pupil on work experience for the local
council in the 1970’s found himself
At this time the officer’s block of of
emptying the contents of cess-pits at a site
Cambridge barracks in nearby Cambridge
in Titchfield and going back further
Road was found to be surplus to War
Titchfield was a stop on the way in a 25Office requirements and was bought by the
mile Victorian paper chase. So it seems
school, opening in 1927. The following
that the village was a final resting place for
year the Prince of Wales, the future King
the litter, and worse, deposited by
Edward VIII visited the school and after a
Portsmouth Grammar School or PGS as it
long lunch with the Royal Scots Fusiliers
is popularly known.
in nearby Victoria Barracks was asked by
the headmaster to announce to the school
PGS was founded by Dr William Smith
that boys could have a day off in honour of
who apart from being a Portsmouth
his visit. However, the Prince generously
physician involved himself in local politics
said that they could have a week off which
and served as a mayor of the city.
went down very well with pupils.
Following his death in 1732 he left his
estate to Christ Church, Oxford with
In 1976, the first girl was admitted to the
instructions to build a new school in the
sixth form and the school gradually
city hence PGS.
became fully co-educational. 1976 was
The original school was built in Penny
also the year that PGS became an
Street within the fortified town with a
independent school. Since then, the school
report of 1800 stating that “the children of
campus has doubled in size, with
almost every respectable person were
Cambridge House – the former men’s
educated there”. However by the 1860’s
barracks - being bought in 2000. Five
the area had gone downhill and the school
years ago the 1950s science block was
closed in 1871 with only two fee-paying
replaced with a state of the art Science
pupils down from 70-80 in its heyday.
Centre, and two years ago a new sixth
form centre was opened by Prince Edward,
The Vicar of Portsmouth, Canon Edward
the Earl of Wessex.
Grant now steps into the scene. He was
passionate about education and helped to
Mr Sadden concluded by naming some
set up a college that was to evolve into the
former alumni , Old Portmuthians, who
University of Portsmouth but he also
had gone on to achieve fame and fortune
raised enough money to re-establish the
including authors James Clavell, Simon
grammar school. In 1879 the new
Gray and Percy Westerman, cricketers
Victorian school, which now serves as the
Wally Hammond and Mike Barnard and
Upper Junior, was designed to
Olympian Roger Black.

Annual Muslim-Christian Evening
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Members of St.Peter’s Church attended the annual celebration of friendship between these
two faiths and were inspired by this address, given by friend and neighbour,
Sheikh Fazle Abbas Datoo.

Participants in the Annual Muslim
Christian Evening held at Portsmouth
Cathedral in February on the occasion of
the celebration of Candlemas heard
Sheikh Fazle Abbas Datoo, the resident
Alim/Imam at the Wessex Al Mahdi
Centre say in his address to the
congregation that it was a happy
coincidence that in December 2015 just
as Christians in Portsmouth and across
the world were celebrating Christmas, it
too was a time of great joy and
celebration in the Muslim calendar.
“Just like Christmas (birth of Jesus),
mawlid –birth of the Noble Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him), is the
reason for the season.” he said.”The birth
of these eminent personalities is a
miracle in a world where historically
there was little or no hope. Prince of
Peace and rahmatulil ‘aalamin -mercy
for the universe-is how Christians
describe Jesus and Muslims the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon them).“
He continued “Beautiful stories from the
lives of these eminent personalities,
stories of their love and compassion for
the needy, of excellence of character,
love for their neighbour, caring for the
sick and needy, forgiveness of enemies
and being a source of reconciliation and
peace-making plentifully abound in their
lives.”
Sheikh Fazle went on to compare the
great disparity in the world’s economies
between the very rich and the poor and
asked what is the message from Jesus,
Prince of Peace and Muhammad
rahmatulil ‘aalamin -mercy for the
universe-(peace be upon them)?
“These distinguished messengers of God
realised the severity of the concentration

of wealth in a few, the crisis of poverty
and its impact on people. They treated
the poor with mercy and kindness,
supported the poor and even lived
amongst them,” he said. “You and I, as
Christians and Muslims, in addition to
supporting projects to improve the lives
of people living in poverty must ask
ourselves what more do we need to do?”
This annual gathering marked an
important milestone in the friendship
journey between Christians and Muslims
in the area coming as it did some 21 years
after the first meeting in 1994. Sheikh
Fazle asked what does this 21st birthday or
the ‘key of the door’ mean and what doors
do these keys open? He suggested that
these were represented by the breaking
down of barriers, the demonstration of love
and humility, gratitude and service.

“And yet, there is much still to do out
there” he stated, “both within our
communities and in the wider society to
improve relationships locally and in the
wider world between our two faiths.
Against the background of the November
2015 Beirut and Paris attacks, the
inflammatory remarks by an American
presidential candidate and the rising
islamophobic acts in U.K. is it not
important to reach out and build bridges
between communities?”
Sheikh Fazle concluded by urging his
listeners to learn from one another and
remove misconceptions and not allow
hate to creep into our hearts. “May we
continue to remain as friends and share
this gift of friendship so that we may
draw closer to you our beloved Creator,
the Lord of the Universe, the Lord of
Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad.
(peace be upon them).”
The full text of Sheikh Fazie’s address can be
found on the St Peter’s Facebook page.

12

SpecTACTular Success

“Red Eyes Formation Drinking Team”

The recent TACT production which ran
for three nights last month in the
Titchfield Parish Room was a sell out.
This annual event gets better and better
each year, with a great mix of music,
sketches and witty repartee. Producing
an entertaining and cohesive sketch
show is not easy. This year the writing
was well crafted with a local twist,
Titchfield people and events being
TACTfully satirized and the village
mentioned with fondness.
The consistently proficient acting by
the Ashton duo was seen this year in a
topical Suffragette sketch and
contrasted wonderfully with the other
hot news item, namely the NHS. The
Midwife Calls featured as many of the
cast that could be fitted on to such a
miniscule stage. Nurses, nuns and a
heavily pregnant woman, apparently
trying to give birth with booted legs
firmly together, well I suppose one
cannot expect total reality when the
doctor attending is a skin specialist and
the only real nurse is three sheets to the
wind. A hilarious take on the TV series
with all the drama and naivety of the
real show.

Those of us who have been
involved in this sort of production
in the past know the time and effort
required to plan, organise and
rehearse to perfection. The Russian
Sobriety Test must have taken
some time to get right, eight
wigged women in red and white
boiler suits performing in this
bizarre act of synchronicity. That
and the slightly weird bag lady by
Lindsey Bailey, the
characterization of a laid back
gardener by Annette DeVoil and the
beautiful voices of Claire Blundell and
Alison Ascough all added to the
compendium of delight that made up
two acts of just under an hour each.
Knowing one’s audience clearly helps
and the song Lunch Date from Keith
Tatman and Roger Day hit the spot
with those of us who have short
memory syndrome, for others the
Drinking Team song may have brought
some unwelcome recollections. A
superb farcical sketch in a French
restaurant performed by John Hiett as
the chef, a belligerent waitress in the
form of Suzy Jackson with Nicki Rae
and Brian Patten as the customers. ➤

Amanda Laws reviews the Titchfield Arts
Community Theatre (TACT) latest production
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In contrast, Van Rental was a
brilliant example of where the
punch line was delivered on
cue, in this case by Jacquie
Knott to great applause.
Highlights for me would have
to be Mastermind and the
Absolute Peasant, the latter
with Richard Boden had some
of the audience crying with
laughter. Clearly this resident
has nearly missed his vocation.
“The Trout Quintet”

Brian had some of the funniest
lines, whilst Nicki’s talents
were shown better in Ode to an
Appliance and Chorus Line, as
were those of Pat Shirley. What
the show occasionally lacked
was in being able to raise the
level of humour at the end of a
sketch. The Trout Quintet, a
case in point, where the
expressions of the musicians,
particularly Lindsey Bailey
were pure magic, but it needed
a final joke.

“The Midwife Calls”

Suggestions for next year - a
vocal back stage running gag in
the scene change moments to
keep the audience entertained
and some of the TACT profits
spent on replacing those hideous
curtains.

“Art Show Preview Evening”

“The Absolute Peasant”

Photos: Phil Burner

