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Expert design for fitted bedrooms, sliding wardrobes & matching furniture 

Telephone 01329 843 636  
www.swansystems.co.uk 

 
MARK and JUNE MASON 
Husband and wife team who offer 
a painting and decorating service. 
Period to modern properties, 
one room to a whole building. 

We work around your requirements. 

 
DULUX SELECT DECORATOR 

Phone 01329 235847 
Mobile 07973 162397 

e-mail: info@masonspaint.co.uk 
website: masonspaint.co.uk 

Handy Honeysett 
Electrical & Property 

Maintenance 

Austin Honeysett 
H: 01489 55 73 78 

M: 07926 37 45 19 

E: austin.honeysett@gmail.com 

Electrical & PAT Testing 

Carpentry/Joinery 

Plumbing 

Painting / Decorating, Tiling 

Gardening ấ One off or regular 

Fencing & Repair 

No Job Too Small To Call 
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S. LINTON 
D E C O R A T I N G 

Over 20 years experience 
No obligation quotes and advice given 

Good knowledge of the best methods and materials 
Work carried out in a clean and tidy manner 

Reliability assured 
Fully insured 

02380 230 588 

stuartlinton75@gmail.com 

 

Support when you need someone to talk to: 
* Bereavement * Miscarriage * Post Natal 
Depression * Changes at Home or Work * 
* Relationship Issues * Anxiety * Lack of 
Confidence * Self-Harm * Trauma * Abuse * 
Qualified & experienced Psychotherapist/ 
Counsellor based in Titchfield Common. 
Enquiries are confidential. I do not pass on 
your information (except when legally or  

ethically required). 
Telephone or Text: 07891 986 385 
Email: diana.lifecompass@gmail.com 

www.lifecompass.co.uk 
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Vanessa Wrixon John Henry Helen Brown 

How much is your 
property worth? 

The housing market 
is moving. 

Are you curious to 
find out the value of 

your home? 

Call today for a free no 
obligation valuation from 
our highly experienced 

Titchfield team: 

Tel: 01329 844812 
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We continue to hope you have all been keeping well. We are delighted to 
be bringing you a paper edition of Titchfield News, after our online-only 
version in June. With a lot of help from our clubs and societies, our 
distributors and from Alison Ascough, Phil Burner, Robin Guess and Liz 
Miller we hope the June magazine reached as many people as possible. If 
you have not seen it, it remains on the church website: http://
www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk/titchfield-news . In future, we very much hope 
every issue will be printed and delivered but we have made some 
contingency plans in case of any future delivery problems and you can 
read about these in our article about GDPR. The magazine will still be 
available online but, because our subscribers have paid in advance for 
their copies, the online issue will not appear until the next paper copy is 
delivered. This means that this issue will be online in October, October's 
issue will be online in December and so on. Magazines will again be sold 
in church and we will approach our other retail outlets when the COVID-19 
situation eases further. We are advised that COVID-19 can live for up to 
24 hours on paper so please take care when sharing this copy with friends 
and neighbours, and quarantine it for 24 hours before passing it to others. 

We've had some changes to the Editorial Team and Ann Wheal has left 
us. We thank her for her input into our first bi-monthly magazine and all 
the challenges it brought, not least coinciding with COVID-19. Gerry 
Pontefract, one of the magazine distributors, has kindly taken over Brian 
Williams' role organising distribution and has done a tremendous amount 
of work, ensuring we have up-to-date, secure records. We are extremely 
grateful to all of our very loyal distributors who go out in all winds and 
weathers to ensure your magazine reaches you. We realise that, 
unfortunately, not all of them were made aware of our change to online 
last month and we apologise for that. We're delighted that, for this issue, 
Sheila Hignell, who has been delivering the magazine for over 60 years, 
has written about her experiences. 

Yet again we have a bumper edition for you which we hope you will enjoy 
reading. As we take gradual steps out of lockdown, we have some 
fascinating insights into what it has been like for a whole range of people, 
young and not so young as well as a father and son who were not 
expecting to be under the same roof! We have updates from some clubs 
and societies and the surgery's PPG and very interesting historical 
information about bowling. Needless to say those intrepid bell-ringers 
have not let the grass grow under their feet and have found even more 
ways to practise! Taking a literary turn, we have an uplifting metaphor 
about trees in NZ, poetry from Judith Wozniak and the first in a series of 
articles from John Hiett which blend fact and fiction. We have some 

From the Editors' Desk 
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worrying news from Gillie Beattie, in Kenya, and, nearer to home but with 
wide-reaching implications, concerning the merger of the DfID and the 
Foreign Office. Nog Grimstead offers us insights into deeper 
understanding of scripture and Revd Julia Foster, who is joining us to 
give ministry support, writes to introduce herself and her family. 

So a lot of variety and plenty of evidence, yet again, that Titchfield has 
not stood still during lockdown. We very much hope you enjoy reading 
this copy of Titchfield News and we'd love to hear from you so do please 
send your comments about it to us at: magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk. 

I would like to say a big THANK 
YOU to the editorial team for 
making it possible for the Titchfield 
News to continue......under very 
difficult circumstances. It is really 
wonderful to have printed copies 
again. 

The magazine has always been a 
very important way for people to 
keep in touch with the church and 
village. It was first produced by 
Rev Norman Miller, I think about 
1950, and was the Church 
Magazine. Since then it has 
undergone some changes with 
different editorial teams over the 
years, and finally became 
'Titchfield News' about 30 years 
ago, giving more scope to include 
all aspects of life in Titchfield and 
St. Peter's Church. 

My twin sister, Mary Parrett, and I 
have been associated with it for 
more than 60 years. We grew up at 
Meon-Bye Farm and my Mother 
delivered the magazines at first 
then, on our 10th birthday, we 

were given beautiful new 
bicycles.....we were then allowed 
to cycle round the lanes delivering 
the magazines. Posbrooke Lane 
and Meon Road had very little 
traffic then, unlike today. 

Over the years Mary and I have 
delivered the magazines between 
us and have always felt it is a 
pleasant thing to do and an 
especially good way of keeping in 
touch with people in the more rural 
areas of the village. 

Perhaps the only time it's not such 
a pleasure is collecting the annual 
subscriptions in January, but most 
people have their money all ready. 

I remember one elderly lady who 
kept her money in a biscuit barrel, 
she would invite me in, then tip out 
all the money and we would count 
up the pennies for her subscription. 

Please keep up the good work 
Karen and team. I know that it is 
very much appreciated. 

60 Years (and more) of  

delivering the Parish Magazine 

Sheila Hignell 

http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk/titchfield-news
http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk/titchfield-news
mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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When we first heard of COVID-19 Carol and I were on the P and O liner 
Azura sailing between Barbados and St Lucia. We heard little of this 'flu 
bug' for we were in our own luxury bubble having a great time. However, 
things started to change quite quickly when told we had no permission to 
dock in St Lucia but would sail on to Antigua. Arriving there we learnt 
they did not want us and that then became the pattern for the next few 
days and all destinations; living in the lap of luxury yet not welcomed or 
wanted anywhere.  

As the worldwide picture unfolded, we understood, and I thought of those 
we hear of fleeing their homes, seeking a better life yet not wanted or 
welcomed by anyone. 

At the core of the biblical message is a call for salvation, compassion, 
and equality. To depict it otherwise is to miss the entire point of the words 
we hold so dear and the ethics by which we live.  

There are many accounts of those fleeing war, injustice, persecution or 
death for their beliefs, colour or language, the God they worship or to find 
a better life. Little has changed in thousands of years it seems! 

The Israelites were slaves in the land of Egypt and Moses led their 
escape to the promised land. Effectively, they were refugees with 
nowhere to go. God himself looked after them and gave them the Ten 
Commandments, ancient laws which tell them, and us, to look after the 
weak, the helpless, the lost and the unloved (Exodus 20).  

The most famous biblical example of a refugee is Jesus himself. 

'An angel appeared to Joseph, saying, "Get up, take the child and 
his mother and flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. For 
Herod is about to seek the child to kill him.'  

It seems that, amid so much debate about policy and politics, we have 
lost sight of one vital part of the human message - compassion. Many 
have become indifferent to the anguish and pain of the helpless and 
homeless and, when empathy fails us, things held so dear- liberty, 
freedom and independence - will also fail and what we call humanity will 
not exist.  

St Peter's Church, Titchfield 

Compassion 

By Roger Bryant - Reader 
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Out of a selfish desire to shield ourselves, we often ignore the pain of 
others. When doing so, we are hurting humanity, we are hurting freedom 
and blocking the Gospel message. 

I am not likening our time marooned in the lap of luxury to those 
thousands who pay vast sums to fixers for a place on a flimsy, unsafe 
boat for a passage of days or weeks in search of a new life. Our time 'in 
exile' was relatively short-lived for, after ten days adrift in the Caribbean, 
Barbados allowed us to go alongside and disembark. We flew home on 
the last but one plane to leave Barbados before it too shut its doors. 

 

A further note from Roger: 

Unfortunately, we contracted the infection on our journey home with 
Carol later having to attend the emergency hospital when pneumonia 
developed. We stayed in lockdown for the full duration and now look 
forward to getting back to normal, whatever that may be. 

These unprecedented circumstances caused much family discussion. 
We learnt how to use Zoom, for they felt helpless at not being able to 
help. We depended on good friends for collecting medicine and 
shopping. Being so far away - our daughter lives in Wiltshire and our son 
in Chester - made us realise just how important family are and the role 
they have in our life. To this end we have decided that now is the time to 
rethink and we plan to move to Wiltshire to be closer to our daughter and 
her family. The timing of this is dependent on the sale of our house and, 
as the market is slow, we cannot tell when. 

Stay safe, stay well, look after yourselves and anyone you know who 
may need your help, and may God bless you all as He has blessed me. 

St Peter's Prayerline 

Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress  
and who needs the support of prayer? 

Please contact 
Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265 
or Doreen White - 01329 843544 

 

Every day 8.00pm  

Pray at home with fellow parishioners and the St Peter's Prayerline, as 
we pray for everyone who is fighting against the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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As lockdown eases, we are keeping our 
band and minds active by holding "garden 
practices" for hand bell ringing.  Although 
the principles of change ringing on tower 
and hand bells are the same, only a few of 
us have past experience of hand bells; in 
some cases, like me, some years ago.  We 
each ring two bells and, when ringing 
changes, need to think in a different way.  
However, progress is being made, there is 
also the opportunity to see (and be jealous of) other ringers' gardens! 
There is a short video on the St Peter's Facebook page of our early 
efforts! https://www.facebook.com/stpetertitchfield/videos/ 

While we wait for final official guidance on how we can restart ringing 
tower bells, it is clear that we will not be able to resume in the way we 
have been used to.  It is likely we will not be able to ring all 6 bells, 
perhaps only 3, which will sound very different. We will only be able to 
ring for a short time and only for services. 

We may ring hand bells in the churchyard 
prior to Sunday Service, either instead of 
tower bells, or in addition to the likely 
permitted 15 minutes ringing. The hand 
bells will only be audible for those 
entering the church. 

Definitive news of restarting tower bell 
ringing will be posted on the St Peter's 
website and Facebook pages. 

Bell-ringing News 

Lyndon Hatfield 

Titchfield on the web 

Information on Titchfield  .............................. www.titchfieldnews.com 

Information on St Peter's Church ........... www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk 

Friends of St Peter's Church ................. www.friends-of-st-peters.org 

Information on Titchfield Village Trust www.titchfieldvillagetrust.com 
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Hello, my name is Revd. Julia Foster and I moved to Stubbington with 
husband Dave in January to spend more of our 'retirement' near to the 
sea. We had started to worship at St Peter's until lockdown happened. I 
still wish to be involved in ministry following our move and hope to lend 
support to Reverend Susan and the team at St Peter's. I served my 
Curacy in the Benefice of North Baddesley, Chilworth and Ampfield, 
where we lived for many years, while continuing to work as a Special 
Needs Assistant in a school. In 2011 we moved to North Waltham where 
I was responsible for the parishes of North Waltham, Steventon, Ashe 
and Deane. Steventon was Jane Austen's birthplace where her father 
was Rector for many years. 

Dave retired as a Chemical Engineer some time ago. However, he has 
kept busy; for a few years as Coordinator of Reader training for 
Winchester Diocese and also serving the parishes as a Licensed Reader. 
We have two sons; Christopher, a University Lecturer, married to 
Rebecca a freelance Book Reviewer, and Andrew, a Communications 
Officer, married to Lucy, who is a Sonographer, both with the NHS. They 
have two children, Harmony and Alfred whom we have missed being able 
to hug recently. 

We enjoy walks by the sea, meals out, theatre trips and we both enjoy 
singing ấ Dave was a member of Basingstoke Hospital Male Voice Choir 
and we both sang with Steventon Singers. On Sundays we have been 
joining with worship online, which has proved a wonderful way to keep in 
touch with Church.  I look forward to getting to know many of you in the 
coming months. 

We welcome Revd. Julia Foster to the parish. 

Pastures new 

Revd. Julia Foster 

At the moment there are no beat surgeries, but you can contact the 
police as follows:  
E-mail: fareham.police@hampshire.pnn.police.uk . 
Phone: 101 for any non-urgent calls. 
Social media: follow on Facebook & Twitter under Fareham Police. 

https://www.facebook.com/stpetertitchfield/videos/

