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Titchfield News:
Annual subscriptions
Just to remind you that your
annual subscriptions for
Titchfield News will not be
collected in December this
year. As we explained in the
Editorial in June, they will now
be due on 1st April 2021.

From the Editors' Desk
Writing this during the second lockdown, we continue to hope that all of
our readers are keeping well in these very worrying times.
Wanting to mark the festive season, however different it will be this year,
we have some Christmas-themed articles for you. John Ekins has written
some historical notes, including about services at St Peter’s over the
years while, also looking to the past, Annette Devoil explains how
‘Titchfield Ablaze’ came about. Nog Grimstead explores the dating of
Christmas and also gives us helpful pointers for more sustainable
decorations etc. As we wait to hear what will be permitted this year, Rev.
Janet Trevithick outlines the plans for celebrating Christmas at St Peter’s.
On a very different historical subject, but with a very topical theme, Dr Tim
Mason has written about the history of pandemics and vaccine. We know
that COVID-19 has had a devastating effect around the world and the
articles from Anna Sketchley, about The St George Foundation and, from
Karen Postle, about Fairtrade are timely reminders of support needed.
Welcoming a new shop in the village you can read about the Village
Boutique and, if memories of the cricket season are fading, Maurice
Floyd’s article will revive them.
We have updates from several of our village clubs and societies, as well
as one of the Home Groups, all of whom are embracing technology
wherever possible to ensure activities continue and, importantly, people
keep in contact. Our school is developing budding scientists and we have
an update from Jubilee Surgery about ‘social prescribing’ and from The
Village Trust about the Parish Room.
All this and another cliff-hanger from John Hiett. The Brynna certainly
sounds a lively place to live!

GDPR Forms for Subscribers - Reminder

As this year, memorable in so many ways, draws to a close, we send all
our readers best wishes for Christmas, however you are able to spend it,
and our sincerest hopes for a better year for us all in 2021.

The October issue of Titchfield news included a GDPR form for
subscribers to complete if they are happy to be on an e mail mailing list.
The information you provide on this form will only be used to contact you
about Titchfield News.

Titchfield on the web

You do not need to complete this form if you are already on the mailing
list for St Peter’s Church but, otherwise, if you have overlooked this,
please complete and return the form to the church office via the postbox
on the Chapter Rooms door.

Information on Titchfield .............................. www.titchfieldnews.com
Information on St Peter's Church ........... www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
Friends of St Peter's Church ................. www.friends-of-st-peters.org
Information on Titchfield Village Trust www.titchfieldvillagetrust.com
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St Peter's Church, Titchfield

Where is God During Covid-19?
By Roger Bryant

Footprints in the Sand
One night I dreamed a dream.
I dreamed I was walking along the beach with my LORD
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life.
For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand,
One belonging to me and one to my LORD.
When the last scene of my life flashed before me,
I looked back at the footprints in the sand.
I noticed that many times along the path of my life,
There was only one set of footprints.
I also noticed it was at the very lowest and saddest times in my life.
This really bothered me and I questioned the LORD about it.
LORD, you said that once I decided to follow you,
You’d walk with me all the way.
But I have noticed that during the most troublesome times in my life,
There is only one set of footprints.
I don’t understand why, when I needed you most,
you would leave me.
The LORD replied “My precious, precious child, I love you
and I would never leave you.
During your times of trial and suffering,
When you see only one set of footprints,
It was then that I carried you.”
The world feels like it’s falling apart but is God still with us?
When tragedy, sickness, hardship and death strike it becomes easy to
wonder, where is God?
Perhaps you have asked that question given the COVID-19 pandemic.
You may know someone close to you that has tested positive, or simply
might be lonely given the social distancing restrictions and we wonder how
could God let this happen to us and the world?

The question now consumes the minds of many as we are again subject
to lockdown restrictions, witness again the rising death toll and gasp at
the number of newly infected people. The sheer horror of this fast-moving
infection is coupled with the almost physical shock from its sudden onset.
The question is essentially the same one that people ask when a disaster
wipes out hundreds of lives and one that Christians have been grappling
with since time began. The truth is no one really knows the answer but
God.
One thing we do know for certain, though, is that God has not abandoned
us for He promises us in the Bible, multiple times, that He will never
forsake us or leave us in our time of need. He is still walking alongside us
and the world, helping us get through this terrible time. “Where is God?”
you ask. God is always with us. He is guiding us and wrapping His loving,
protective arms around our scared hearts.
You may remember this famous poem (opposite) being read at the All
Souls service in Church – the service when we remember those whom
we have loved and see no more. I think it apt for these strange times
when there are so many questions and doubts and what can seem like so
few answers. I was once told ‘if you have faith there are no questions and
if you don’t have faith there are no answers’. I will let you decide.

St Peter's Prayerline
Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress
and who needs the support of prayer?
Please contact
Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265
or Doreen White - 01329 843544

Covid-19: Local support in Titchfield
Suzy Jackson and Pat Shirley advise that the Titchfield COVID-19
support team has been set up again during the second period of
lockdown, however long that lasts.
This is run by local volunteers to ensure that no one is left isolated and
without support. We can help by picking up shopping, collecting
prescriptions, posting letters, a friendly phone call or shopping for basic
food. We cover Titchfield Village, including Bellfield.
We can be contacted on 07460151103
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Preparing for Christmas
at St Peter's
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Fairtrade Update
Karen Postle

Janet Trevithick
“Christmas won’t be Christmas without any presents,” grumbled Jo.
(‘Little Women’ - Louisa May Alcott)

I think we all know how she was feeling, as we anticipate Christmas in such
challenging times. We must all be wondering what form our celebrations of
this special season will be able to take this year: yet, contrary to what we
might have heard, Christmas is definitely not cancelled!
‘Comfort and Joy’ – a familiar phrase which seems to have an added
resonance just now – is the title of this year’s Christmas publication from
the Church of England. It takes the form of Nine Lessons and Carols with
accompanying reflections and prayers. We have chosen to use it to create
some decorative displays forming a Christmas Trail around the church.
Visitors can take some quiet time to reconnect with the rich and joyous
traditions of the past and the offer of God’s consoling love in the present.
‘Comfort and Joy’ invites us to “Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with
those who weep,” as St Paul writes in Romans 12.15. So we invite you all
to come and enjoy the displays, the music and a quiet opportunity to focus
on the real meaning of Christmas:

Emmanuel, God with us
The ChristmasTrail will open on Saturday 12th December, 11am - 3pm.
Both individuals and household groups may visit on subsequent Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays, between the same times, up to and including
Christmas Eve (always assuming that the church can still be open then!)
Christmas Services
We are planning a service of Nine Lessons and Carols to be pre-recorded
and available to view on-line on Christmas Eve. We also hope to be able
to hold a Parish Eucharist service in church at 9am on Christmas Day. If
this is allowed, the service will have to be booked in advance so that we
can maintain social distancing, for the safety of all. Details about the
arrangements for booking will be announced in due course.

Letters to the Editors
We welcome letters to the Editors, either for publication or just to send us
your views, so do please contact us at: magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
making it clear whether or not your letter is for publication by 9th January
2021 please.

COVID-19 has done untold harm, exposing sharp divisions between rich
and poor in our own country and across the world. At a time of global
humanitarian challenge, we must support one another, especially the most
vulnerable people.
For Fairtrade producers the impact of sickness and lockdowns has had a
huge impact on harvest, production and shipping. Volatile markets have
inflated the price of goods like tea, coffee and cocoa leaving workers
extremely vulnerable. The Fairtrade ‘safety net’, guaranteeing prices, has
proved invaluable. Fairtrade organisations used the ‘Fairtrade Premium’
paid to producers. This is usually used for infrastructure projects such as
building schools but, during the pandemic, it has been used, for instance,
to make emergency cash payments, purchase face masks or other PPE, or
to implement hygiene campaigns. There have been initiatives such as in
Brazil, where members of the Fairtrade coffee cooperative (Cooperativa
dos Cafeicultores do Sul do Estado do Espírito Santo (CAFESUL)) spent
some of their Premium on essential supplies for a local care home and
donated ground coffee.
Traidcraft continues to campaign on issues of unjust trade
which trap people in poverty. Details of their current campaigns
on the US trade deal and the plight of garment workers during
the COVID-19 pandemic are at: https://traidcraftexchange.org/
Sue, from Shop Equality, writes: ‘Many of our suppliers and
artisans are facing much harder situations than we are. In countries where
they have no access to health care, where handwashing is dependent on
getting water from a polluted water source, where incomes are dependent
on the whims of global trade, these are the people we exist to help. Many
artisans have no other income so if they can’t sell their crafts they will face
starvation.’
Although the stall can’t run you can still buy Fairtrade goods
direct from Traidcraft: https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/ or from
Shop Equality which stocks a wide range of Fairtrade goods,
including lots of Christmas gift ideas. After all, no-one can ever
have too many pairs of socks!
Every item you buy changes a life.
Shop Equality is at www.shopequality.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShopEqualityEastleigh Tel. 023 8061 3894
e-mail info@shopequality.co.uk
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The Iota
Tracey Wickland
Senior Pastor of Living Word Church Network

I had this little word running around my head - an iota. An Iota is the
smallest and 9th letter of the Greek alphabet. It's where we get the
saying, 'Not one iota' from - meaning we don't care, we're not bothered,
not one little bit. The iota is that 'little bit' - the small thing.

to narrow our focus, enjoy the iotas, enjoy days of small things and not
miss the beauty of the family, community and creation on our doorsteps.
When all Covid-19 restrictions are lifted, Living Word Church Titchfield meets
on Sunday Mornings at 10.30am 18 High Street
(Old Titchfield Evangelical Church Building)

Bell-ringing News
Lyndon Hatfield

Over the course of this year, with lockdown and different rules and
regulations, our own view has been narrowed, restricted, brought nearer
to home and made smaller. We've been forced to revolve and settle
closer to home. And sometimes this has seemed claustrophobic and
confining, especially when we've been apt to travel for work or leisure or
dart about here, there and everywhere in our everyday pursuits. But
there's definitely something we can take home from the inactivity, the
slower pace. Is there a lesson, an attitude or a habit that we can keep?
Masterly inactivity - where we accept and enjoy a little less - well - activity!

We continue to ring 4 bells for Sunday Service and, after Revd Susan
Allman’s last service we rang handbells as the congregation left, so that
we could have this “performance” published in the ringers’ magazine, The
Ringing World, as follows:

This year we've had time to see the little things. The iotas. We've
stopped and smelled the roses. We've spent more time in nature, talking
to loved ones, neighbours. Our view has focused in, closer to home.
We've found out the iotas matter. The little things. They can be beautiful;
where previously the joy and peace of the iotas had been crowded out,
the little things were given the space and spotlight they deserve.

We are investigating how we can ring for Christmas Services and also on
New Year’s Eve. Exactly what, when and how will depend on restrictions
in force at the time.

Small is beautiful. Restricting our running around, after we'd stopped
kicking against the goads, brought a sense of relief. Our community
immediately in front of us was brought back into focus, we checked on
our neighbours, got to know one another a little better, did one another's
shopping and shared our toilet rolls!
As the 'have it all' generation, we became the 'do it all' generation. The
question now is do we really want it all, or need it all? What have we lost
in the whirlwind of 'more' and 'bigger'?

Let's not forget the importance of the iotas. Often the little things are
actually the big things; the worthwhile and the beautiful things, the things
that matter, the things that mark and make our humanity.
Let's not be the guy who looked in the mirror and immediately forgot what
we looked like (1 Cor 13). Many of us made promises to make
permanent changes during lockdown. Let's not neglect to ring the
changes.
Let's make a choice to 'home in' our focus. Zechariah, 4 v10, says,"do
not despise the day of small things." The prophet is talking about a
bigger picture, but let's take the idea to enjoy and value the small things;

Titchfield, S Peter’s Churchyard, 18 Oct 2020
180 Changes of Plain Bob Minor
1-2 Dianne Hatfield
5-6 Lyndon Hatfield

3-4 Paul Royds-Jones
We rang 2 bells each!

Garden handbell practices are not really practical during autumn and
winter, and, unfortunately, lockdown restrictions prevent us meeting
indoors at the moment.

Titchfield Country Market
After another enforced closure, Titchfield Country Market reopens on
Friday 4th December 09.30-11.30. With only three more Friday markets
before Christmas, you’ll need to be quick off the mark to stock up on
scrummy jams, marmalade and more than a dozen different kinds of
chutney for your holiday meals. Our freshly baked foods – even cakes –
can be safely frozen to give you an instant meal when you’re tired of turkey
leftovers, and our home made mince pies are hard to beat for flavour and
crisp pastry. We also have lovely hand-made gift ideas for last minute
presents, from lavender bags (grown and sewn in Titchfield) to cosy handknitted socks, feather-light lacy scarves, unique Christmas decorations and
hand-made handbags of all shapes and colours. We are able to take
payment by contactless cards as well as cash and
operate in a Covid-secure environment. So stick
on that mask and come down to the Parish Room
on Friday – remember the early bird not only gets
the worm, but also the lemon drizzle cake!
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A Virtual Home-Group During Lockdown
Pilgrims Home Group
Home-Groups are made up from members of the church who want to
explore their faith further and enjoy the companionship of like-minded
people. We are free to ask those challenging questions in a confidential
environment and knowing that all of our views will be valued. We learn
more about how to put our faith into action from our study material and
from each other.
We normally meet every fortnight in a member’s home but during
Lockdown we meet weekly. We felt it was important to ensure every
member was included and we settled on e-mail as the technology that we
had in common. The format of our on-line meetings is very similar to our
face to face meetings.
Each Monday evening our group enabler sends us an opening prayer and
highlights the evening’s text and points for discussion. We all start our emails with a catch-up on how we are and how our week has gone and then
send our messages during the evening, sharing our thoughts on the text
and discussion points.
Members of the Pilgrims Home-Group share their experience during
lockdown:“I feel that the group pre-covid was a wonderful way of finding out more
about Christianity but Home-Group during lockdown has added a feeling of
being in a real Christian family. Ours is a very special group”.
“I feel honoured to be part of the Pilgrims Home-Group which has helped
prevent feelings of isolation that could have occurred without it during this
strange time. Living on my own it has helped knowing I was part of the
team and I wait with pleasure for the next week’s session.”.
“When ‘lockdown’ was enforced I thought I would be left with no contact
and no study. However, a true pilgrim is made of sterner stuff and a way
was found for us to study, meet (albeit virtually), share and care for each
other at what was a particularly low point in many of our lives. The key
words to my ‘lockdown experience’ are above all the total love and caring
that we had for each other. The sense of belonging that was missing from
the isolated and quarantined world that seemed surreal yet was so real.
The joy of studying the Bible and sharing others’ thoughts and
interpretations. The personal messages that kept us informed of others’
pain, despair and heartaches and the shared prayers that pulled us out of
these dark moments and gave us hope for the future”.

“For anyone hesitant about joining a home group you would very soon
become part of a special group of people outside of the church services
etc. Home-Group for me during the lockdown period is something very
precious. We have continued throughout with our studies, exploring and
learning more about God’s message and we have importantly been joined
in prayer. We have also had the opportunity to share our news of the
week, good or bad, including our moments of joy particularly in the early
days when we heard birdsong without traffic in the background and had
the time to step back and enjoy the more simple things of life. HomeGroup has put into perspective what is really important and has brought us
all very close together because we do genuinely care about each member
of the group & their families as we all continue our journey through life”.

St George Foundation
Anna Sketchley
Please consider helping these children this Christmas
Covid-19 has caused considerable difficulties for the Foundation with
shortages of basic amenities and rising costs of everything. Formerly the
Foundation could buy basic provisions but this has completely changed,
badly affecting the Foundation’s work.
The St George Foundation does not receive funds from national
campaigns or the UK Government to support its vital work transforming
children's lives.
Each child’s support costs the charity £5 a
day, which includes the provision of food,
shelter, medical care and enrolment at a
local school. To continue their work they
need our help. Importantly, 97% of any
donation is spent directly on the project.
You can give through ‘Just Giving’ or bank
transfer.
Details of how to do this, and how to Gift Aid your donation, are on the
Foundation’s website at: https://www.stgeorgefoundation.org.uk/donate .
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Science in
Titchfield Primary School
Nicki Beacher - Science Teaching Leader

At Titchfield, we want our children to be Scientists! We encourage them to
be inquisitive about the world, ask questions and find out the answers
through testing and investigations. This was evident in our ‘Science Week’
that investigated ‘the use of plastic’ throughout the school. Each class had a
full week of investigating the use of plastic, how long it takes to decompose,
recycling and landfill sites, making their own bio-plastic, life cycle of a bottle
and making items from plastic, amongst others. Children came to the joint
conclusion that we need to use less plastic and our older children have
written letters to companies asking them to justify the use of so much plastic.
It was a hugely successful week and our children thoroughly enjoyed asking
their questions and then setting about how to test products and investigate to
find their own answers.
In regards to our curriculum, Science is carefully planned into each class
project, so the children can see a real purpose for what they are finding out
and investigating. We create learning journeys in Science that often start
with a question. We encourage the children to use and write the technical
language that is associated with the Science learning objectives.
This academic year, Year 2’s theme is ‘Villainous Vehicles’ and the Science
linked in is to compare materials and investigate how some materials can be
squashed, twisted and bent to change shape. There has been a lot of
practical testing and finding out going on!

with our produce once we can harvest. We are incredibly lucky to have
some of our Governors who are keen gardeners come in regularly to
weed and plant flowers around the area to keep our allotment area looking
fantastic.
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Other classes this half term are undertaking their Science learning and we
look forward to hearing what our children have investigated.

Update on the Parish Room
Nick Girdler
We have at last completed the lease renewal for the Parish Room.
The new lease will last until 2088 giving us plenty of time to raise the funds
required to repair the roof and outside drainage! This of course is just the first
part of the Parish Room 2070 project to keep the building at the heart of
village life for at least the next 50 years.
The next part of the jigsaw is to merge the Parish Room charity with the TVT,
allowing us to apply for grants from statutory bodies along with other Trusts.
When we began this journey, some 2 years ago, local government finances
were in a somewhat healthier state than the current seemingly parlous postCovid situation. How this will affect our applications remains to be seen but
up until now we have been fortunate in managing to raise some £21,000 with
grants from Government, The Earl of Southampton Trust and smaller
contributions from local organisations and individuals.

In Year 3, the children are studying the theme ‘How Britain Began’ and the
Science aspect is grouping and comparing different types of rocks and how
fossils are formed. They have been able to go outside and investigate
different types of soil and what type of stone and rock we have in our
grounds.

Our initial target is £98,000 then we can begin work on the roof. At the same
time we would like to install solar panels on the south-side of the building but
this would require us to gain planning permission from Fareham planners. Up
until now, we have been unable to apply because we did not have the lease.

In year 6, the class have been investigating the digestive system, and
describing the function of the heart, blood and blood vessels. They were
INCREDIBLY lucky to have a Secondary teacher come in and dissect a
heart! This is a first for us as a school and a lesson the children will never
forget; a first-hand experience to see a real heart! They are still talking about
it, and that’s what we as teachers want; our children enthusiastic and
inquisitive learners.

All projects for the future and after completing the most
urgent roof and drainage work.

We also have a school allotment that we are developing and each class has
their own area to plant and observe growth. This term we have planted
rocket, spinach, potatoes, broad beans, mustard seeds and garlic. The
children are always amazed and excited when planting and can see the
conditions needed for growing their crops. We hope to do some cooking

Other projects we have in mind include repairing and refurbishing the front of
the building, a newly fitted kitchen, flooring in the main hall, and perhaps
removing the false ceiling to restore the building to its original vaulted form.

If you would like to get involved in any way at all in this
vital village project TVT would love to hear from you.
www.TitchfieldVillageTrust.com
The latest Covid regulations mean the Parish Room will
remain closed, except for educational/school use, until
at least December 2nd!
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Jubilee Surgery Update
Andrew Partridge (Social Prescriber, Sovereign Health Network)
The Sovereign Health Network, the partnership between the Highlands
Practice and Jubilee and Whiteley Surgeries, has been working hard to
provide our patients with safe and effective care throughout the Covid-19
pandemic.
At the start of the pandemic, General Practice was asked to completely
overhaul the way we offer services to our patients. We were asked to
adopt a system of ‘total triage’ of every request for help, to significantly
reduce our face to face appointments and to undertake as many remote
consultations as possible. This was to protect our patients, staff and
clinicians from the risk of contracting Covid-19 from other patients
attending the practice. In September, 56% of all appointments across the
country were face to face, whilst 38% were by phone. This compares to
83% and 13% in September 2019. In fact, there were 1.5 million more
same day appointments delivered in primary care in September this year
compared to last year.
At Sovereign, approximately 75% of patient contacts now arrive online and
we would like to thank you for changing the way you access our services.
We are doing our utmost to respond to those requests either on the day
that they come in or by the end of the following working day. We will
continue to try to improve the service we offer and would be grateful for
any feedback you have now and in the future.

5000 patients from the drive flu alone and on our busiest day we
vaccinated almost 750 patients. We had a tremendous response
complimenting this service and we are grateful for the fantastic feedback.
Each Surgery still has vaccinations available for the over 65s and those
patients in an ‘at risk’ category. Appointments for a flu jab can be booked
by calling the Surgery (01329 844220).
The Social Prescribing team are a new addition to the network. Social
Prescribers take the time to listen to what matters to patients. They
support patients with non-medical needs such as social issues including
housing, employment, finances, carer support, low mood, anxiety, and
bereavement amongst others. Social Prescribers explore, signpost and
connect patients to relevant services and organisations within their
community to meet their social, practical and emotional needs. They work
in collaboration with patients, empowering them to take control of their
health and wellbeing. Patients can access Sovereign’s Social Prescribing
service through submitting an eConsult on their surgery’s website. If you
do not have access to the internet, you can phone our telephone hub team
at Jubilee Surgery (01329 844220).
The network is continually working on ways to improve communication
with our patients. This includes regular updates on the surgery’s website,
through patient texts, and by posting on the Sovereign Health Network’s
Facebook page. Please ‘like’ and share the page to help us to keep you
informed of any updates, changes, and events.

For those of you who haven’t needed the practice since the start of the
pandemic, the easiest and most effective method of receiving health
advice from a clinician is by completing an eConsult on the surgery
website. If you are unable to do this as you do not have access to the
internet and you don’t have someone that can help you with this, please
call Jubilee Surgery (01329 844220) where one of our care navigators will
support you. You will then be contacted by a clinician regarding your
symptoms through the most appropriate method of communication; this
might be via telephone, text message, video call, or a face-to-face
appointment, as appropriate.

There have been no concerns in Titchfield in relation to crime or any
breaches of the Covid regulations as far as we have been made aware.

The Sovereign Health Network have also been busy supporting our
patients and helping to keep them safe through running our flu vaccination
clinics. This year, we embarked upon a new challenge by running a drive
through flu vaccination service known as ‘The Drive Flu’, at Fareham
Community Hospital. This was a huge success. Operating flu clinics in this
manner allowed patients to have their flu vaccination in the comfort of their
car. This also ensured that social distancing and hygiene protocols were
being followed safely and effectively. Our clinicians vaccinated almost

We appreciate this is going to be difficult over the festive period but what we
must remember is that the rules are there for a reason - to protect ourselves
and our loved ones.

Message from our Police Beat Officers
PC 21801 Rachel Bowden & PCSO 16490 Jake Larder

Please continue to adhere to the lockdown rules that have been in place
from the 5th November. If we continue to adhere to the rules the
Government are giving us, hopefully the quicker we can all get back to some
form of normality. If there are any concerns about breaches then please
contact us. E-mail fareham.police@hampshire.pnn.police.uk and phone on
101 for non-urgent matters.

Wishing you all a safe Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year (let's hope
2021 is better!).
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Titchfield Village Boutique

We’re very excited to have a new shop in the village, especially one selling
lovely clothes and gift items! Caroline, who runs Titchfield Village Boutique,
explained her background and her move to Titchfield. ‘I left the finance
industry after 15 years and decided to start something new that meant I was
home more for my daughter. I have previously had shops in Warsash and
Hamble so have been in the area for around 6 years.’ Caroline further
explained a brief diversion into frozen yoghurt along the way but you’ll have
to ask her about that!
Lockdown was busy for Caroline. She had built her
own website and uploaded videos filmed in her
garden. She kept very fit and had a very good tan
from cycle trips to deliver items to customers! ‘I
have an online website and therefore during
lockdown I was kept busy delivering locally by bike,
foot or post. I was often spotted cycling around with
my basket full of parcels safely delivering to
customers’ doorsteps.’ Apparently the top selling
items were linen dresses and tops and palazzo
trousers – just the job in that lovely hot weather.
In July, Caroline closed her shop in Hamble; having decided it was time for
a move and knowing the area very well as she lives locally. She can now
walk to work. She spent August getting the new shop in Titchfield ready
and, with the help of her teenage daughter, they managed to make full use
of the small space. In fact it’s amazing what a treasure trove it is, with
clothes carefully colour co-ordinated on the rails and lovely displays of
jewellery, accessories, bags, gloves and candles. Caroline has been very
keen to employ local craftspeople. As she explained, ‘I had a local signwriter create our shop signage and a local electrician helped with changing
some of the lights. We did most of the work ourselves as it just needed a
lick of paint and a bit of imagination.’
Caroline used August to buy the collection and explained that, ‘Sadly, due
to the current times there are no trade shows for us to visit and order our
stock. Therefore, I spend quite a bit of time ordering via zoom or video. It
isn’t the same as I can’t feel the fabrics or see the colours in real life. I have
had to adjust what we would normally buy. No party wear this year and
more casual pieces.’ Caroline has noticed that people were keen to cheer
themselves up during and now after lockdown and, as she rightly says, the
shop sells a lot of clothes which can easily be dressed up for that treat of an
evening meal out. She is still delivering clothes and items to people who
have continued to shield at home, with her website and social media
making it as easy as possible for them to choose what they want.
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The Village Boutique has had a steady flow of customers since opening at
the beginning of September and Caroline has met a lot of local people.
She says, ‘I think our collection has gone down well as it is different but not
expensive. Our range of accessories is currently proving popular for gifts.
Gloves and Necklaces are a nice little gift for a birthday or
Christmas.’ (Hints will be given – Eds.!). And she will always try to source
things for people if they can’t find exactly what they want.
There are, of course, restrictions such as limiting numbers in the shop to
2, cleaning surfaces, asking customers to wear masks and quarantining
clothes which people have tried on. Continuing her theme of support for
businesses in the area, Caroline has sourced her hand sanitiser from a
local distillery! She hates having to ask customers to wait outside if there
are 2 and says, ‘We don’t want to turn customers away but need to adhere
to the rules.’
Caroline told Karen that, ‘The feedback has been lovely and we feel very
welcomed to Titchfield.’ For the future, she added, ‘I look forward to what
the next year will bring. I maintain a positive outlook that we will get
through this and we just need to adapt. We are enjoying our new little
shop in the centre of the village. It would be nice to see more independent
businesses in the village as they offer diversity. I fully support small and
independent businesses...they are needed to keep the high street and
small villages/towns alive.’

Titchfield Gardeners’ Club Get Out and About
By Caroline McGrath
In September, members enjoyed an excellent guided walk around
Swanwick Lakes. Marco Bartolini walked us around the site, sharing his
knowledge and fascinating facts about the history and wildlife of the area.
Marco, an Arboricultural Consultant, answered our questions and gave
advice about problems we have with our own garden trees. For many of us
this was the first visit to the lakes and it was a little haven of peace and
tranquility.
In October, the club had its annual visit to the RHS Wisley Gardens.
The autumn colours were stunning. The changes in the last two
years are enormous - a new car park, new entrance, visitor centre
and gift shop. Despite Covid restrictions and lots of visitors, it was
easy to navigate around the gardens. The river walk was a place of
tranquility with swathes of cyclamen crossing the walk; the
hydrangea blooms were enormous and a very enjoyable day was
had by all.
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Titchfield Gardeners’ Club

Topical Tips and New Ideas
By Robert Blake
The Gardeners’ Club organised its first Zoom meeting on 7 October and 29
members took part. Ray Broughton was our guest speaker, who gave a
wide range of his topical tips and new gardening ideas. He is an immensely
experienced horticulturalist who taught at Sparsholt College for 37 years,
the last 12 as Head of Horticulture, and has given at least five talks to the
Club in the past.
He broke the talk into four sections with time in between for questions,
which were well managed by our Secretary, Tina Williams, as ‘Zoom Host’.
Some of his key tips are as follows:

• SB Plant Invigorator is an excellent foliar growth stimulant and pesticide,
which is biodegradable, non-toxic and environmentally friendly. It
controls a wide range of important pests including whitefly, aphid and
spider mite and does not harm birds or bees.

• White flowering runner beans do not need pollinators but red flowering

ones do. If you have planted companion plants, such as marigolds, to
act as hosts for blackfly and greenfly, these should be strongly sprayed
with water in early January to remove the eggs. Whitefly is also kept at
bay by planting basil and nasturtiums, which it finds unpleasant.

• Lawns: To prevent grass going yellow when it goes dormant in hot

weather, water it for just ten minutes every four days in the cool of the
evening. It is also advisable to raise the cut of the mower to about one
inch. If you need to patch your lawn, use ‘Smart’ seed as it is treated
with a resin to stop birds eating it.

• Planting: If you are planting a tree or shrub from a pot, push a spade or

sharp edging tool vertically down through the root ball in 3 places spaced
about 1200 apart before placing it in the hole. This will encourage new
roots to establish. Also cut off the bottom inch of the root plate as it has
no value to the plant and will prevent the roots going round in a circle.
Finally, apply a mycorrhizal fungi in granule form just to the bottom of the
planting hole as it encourages the release of the roots.

• Hebe: Pruning should generally be avoided. If you need to restrict its
size then carry out pruning when it is in full flower. It will re-shoot
straight away as its sex hormones are at their most active.

• Roses: There is a simple way of distinguishing rambling from climbing

roses. The former has thorns that lean backwards and should be pruned
in August, whereas the latter has straight thorns and is pruned in March.

• Tulips: If you require them to flower at Christmas, plant the bulbs in

August, leave them outside and bring them indoors in October. If you

want them to continue to flower for up to 30 days, cut off the female
stigma in the centre of each flower.
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• Wild flower meadow: If you want to create a display of poppies, soak the
seeds in vinegar for 20 minutes, dry them off and then sow them. The
action of the vinegar breaks dormancy and they will all grow in the same
year.

• Hardwood cuttings: Research at Sparsholt has shown that cuttings

should be taken from the middle of the plant (not from the top or base)
as this is where the hormones are balanced, resulting in a more uniform
shape rather than a leggy or lopsided one.

• Leggy seedlings in a greenhouse: This condition is caused by a lack of
Carbon Dioxide (CO2) and can be avoided by ensuring adequate
ventilation. If this does not solve the problem then CO2 levels can be
enhanced by filling a plastic box with manure, covering it with cling film
secured with string, and finally punching 6 holes in the film.

• Maintenance of Secateurs: The blades can be cleaned

and burrs removed by immersing them in tomato sauce
for 48 hours, which is an ideal late autumn task. I have
found this method to be highly effective and it improves
their performance.

• Moles: If you suffer from moles in your garden they can

be deterred by applying Ferrous (iron) sulphate (used to kill moss) to the
affected area once every two months for a year at ‘half’ the
recommended dose rate. It increases the acidity of the soil (i.e. lowers
the ph level), which moles do not like!
In summary, Ray’s talk was both amusing and informative, prompted
numerous questions and made a very enjoyable evening for everyone who
took part.

Slow-worms in Churchyards (SliC) Project
Sheila Dyason, the Secretary of the Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Amphibian and Reptile Group (HIWARG), has permission to put down
some corrugated roofing tiles in the churchyard to see if there are any
slow-worms living there. This is part of a project to assess whether slow
worms are in decline in the UK
It is important not to disturb the tiles too often otherwise the
reptiles may not use them again.
You will be able to read more about this interesting project in February’s
Titchfield news
Further information about amphibians and reptiles can be found on the
HIWARG website: www.groups.arguk.org/HIWARG
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Titchfield Abbey WI
Margaret Wellington

The full and varied 2020 programme the Titchfield Abbey WI committee had
planned for members was abandoned in accordance with Government
restrictions.
However, the membership has kept in touch with weekly letters of news and
Federation events. Members with birthdays have been contacted on their
special day. This has helped newer members feel part of Titchfield Abbey
WI.
Members have met in friendship groups, others have managed holidays.
Many members visited family or relatives have visited them, while strictly
adhering to guidelines. Most feel themselves lucky to live in a lovely part of
the country, with walks to enjoy in the good weather.
Three lunchtime picnics were arranged in Barry's Meadow, two were well
attended when members enjoyed the face to face contact. The third was
abandoned when the Government's "Rule of Six" was introduced and also
our Christmas lunch at Fareham College was cancelled, although we
have re-booked for 2021.
With members' strong bonds of friendship and WI optimism, we all hope for
a better year in 2021 when, hopefully, we will be able to meet again.

Titchfield WI
Wendy Culverwell
Now we are in autumn we can look back over what we managed to do
through the summer. We were so lucky with the weather and we arranged
regular socially distanced open air get-togethers for small groups to keep in
touch. Our WhatsApp group flourished, our crafters crafted and we even
managed open-air Committee meetings. We are an evening WI and, as the
nights began to draw in, we managed an informal meeting in August in the
Parish Rooms but we had to keep the doors open and it got quite cold.
However, the members that were able to come were very pleased to see
each other and share their experiences of the pandemic. We also had a craft
evening in August which was a success, so we decided to go for our delayed
Annual Meeting in September.
Then the Government changed the rules and we had to cancel. We decided
to hold our meeting over Zoom. We had to ensure that as many members as
possible could get connected. We had dummy runs before we held our first
Annual Meeting on 28th September. It worked! We now have a new
committee and officers and we shall continue to have all our meetings in this
way, with talks from a range of speakers, until we can return to normal.
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Diary of the Bowls Club Secretary
Season 2020
Dennis Dowsett
Into the last month of the indoor season now. This
coronavirus thing seems to be getting serious, particularly in
Italy. My trip to Venice in May is looking uncertain! Folks are
understandably starting to cancel the club’s annual preseason skittles at The Crofton. Must talk to the pub and
Vanessa (our Social Sec).

Crofton skittles evening cancelled till September. Numbers at the
Community Centre short mat are also starting to seriously decline. Time
for a committee meeting, I think.
17 Mar - the committee agree that I inform the Community Centre we are
cancelling our final two Thursdays. I gather from Mary-Kate we are not the
first. What are we going to do about the opening of the Outdoor season on
4 April? Time for the committee to familiarise itself with “Zoom” I think.
23 Mar - the committee unanimously agree we shall have to postpone the
start of the season. How am I going to explain it to our most ardent
members? No need to worry, Boris Johnson does it for me that evening.
Into LOCKDOWN we go.
The unfortunate thing about lockdown is that Mother Nature
is above that sort of thing! The grass and the weeds keep
growing. Several members rally round and devote their onehour of exercise allowance to the cause of grass mowing,
weed clearing, hedge trimming, and fence painting whilst
socially distancing (a whole new concept). Thank heaven
that the weather has stayed fine.
2 April - David and Norma Cumming devise the weekly quiz and Mike
Dalzell our webmaster arranges for them to be posted every Sunday,
together with the previous week’s answers. A bit dodgy some of those
cryptic clues methinks!
9 April - our matches with other clubs and our internal competitions are all
cancelled. I am beginning to wonder if we will play bowls again this
season. Have stopped listening to the morning TV news; it’s too stressful.
21 April - Our first virtual coffee morning. Great idea Mrs Piper. Given the
age demographic of the club I am astounded how many are prepared to
give it a go. You only get 40 mins for free and by the time everyone had
found which buttons to click, time was almost up. Still it was a good start.
(Continued overleaf)
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It is almost the end of April now, yet the prospect of bowling on these
beautifully maintained greens seems as distant as ever. It was brought
home to us, working at the green last week, just how difficult the
challenges of COVID are. Jill Kellie trapped a finger whilst replacing a
fence panel yet even assisting with the application of rudimentary first aid
is tricky at 2 metres distance.
Final update of the month sent to members; it starts: ‘Ship's Log day 40
and still no sign of land, but we still live in hope.’

On our honeymoon, spent in the Wye Valley, we went to watch
Gloucestershire play the West Indies, containing the three W’s, Frank
Worrell, Clyde Walcott, Everton Weekes. All scored 50s on the day, 21st
August 1950.
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Great commentators E.W. Swanton, John Arlott and Brian Johnstone were
a joy to listen to. Also Dickie Bird, the No 1 Umpire, watching him judging
the matches with his astute decisions.

Would Anyone like A Wood?

To name the great players is not easy. However, I will make my choices:
Len Hutton,
Colin Cowdrey,
Alistair Cook,
Andrew Strauss,
David Gower,
Ian Botham,
Peter May,
Fred Trueman,
Joe Root,
Denis Compton,
Geoffrey Boycott, Alec Bedser.

The bowls club has a stock of Bowling Balls or Woods no longer properly
useable for play. If you can find a use for them, then contact the Secretary
(titchfieldbowling@gmail.com) or visit the club in Bridge Street on a
Thursday afternoon between 13.45 – 14.45.

Foreign players:
Keith Miller,
Shane Warne,
Viv Richards,

They are either made from a Bakelite heavy composite plastic, or the hard
wood lignum vitae. If you can find a use, you are very welcome to have
some.

Another list of high class players, following my initial list, was:
Derek Shackleton, Godfrey Evans,
Tony Greig,
Ted Dexter,
Graeme Pollock, Derek Underwood, Barry Richards,
Bob Willis,
Mike Proctor,
Gordon Greenidge. All of these displaying cricket of the
highest calibre.

[To be continued]

Cricket – A Golden Age
Maurice Floyd
A day to remember: in the Cricket Season I would always look
forward to the 40/50/60/70s County Fixture list. In that period
the County cricket teams played on their home grounds, for
Hampshire it was Portsmouth, Southampton, Bournemouth,
Basingstoke, in the County Week. On these grounds you could
see the top players.
On this particular day, I packed my bag containing a flask of coffee, tea
bags, sandwiches, sun hat, and folding chair. I caught the bus at about 9.30
am in Common Lane, near where I lived. Here I would travel to Commercial
Road, Portsmouth. From there I would walk to Burnaby Road, the United
Services County Ground. I would find my best viewing position. There I saw
David Gower, Ian Botham and other top cricketers. On this occasion, Mark
Ramprakash scored a classic 82 – magnificent. Watching Robin Smith
picking up the ball on the boundary and throwing the ball directly to the
wicket-keeper was sheer skill.
At the interval I visited the book-stall, met a few supporters, and observed
parents practising with their children. The whole atmosphere was so
enjoyable, no shouting or bad behaviour.
At about 6 pm I left the ground to catch the bus back to Titchfield, a very
happy man, having had a memorable day.

Richard Benaud,
Richard Hadlee,
Michael Holding,

Greg Chappell,
Brian Lara,
Imran Khan,

Dennis Miller,
Gary Sobers,
Lance Gibbs.

Fortunately, both my son, Jonathan, and grandson, Samuel, became very
notable cricketers in the local leagues. Here I enjoyed watching their
batting and fielding exploits. I have enjoyed the “Golden Age of Cricket”.
Nostalgia.
Do other readers have sporting memories they would like to share?
If so, please write them down (up to 350 words) and e-mail them as a Word
document to magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk by 9th January 2021

Christmas Shopping with Titchfield History Society
Sean Searight - THS committee member

If you’re wondering how to shop for Christmas presents during lockdown
Titchfield History Society can help!
Their revamped online shop is at:https://titchfieldhistory.co.uk/shop/ and
you can simply press click and collect with social distancing pick up, or pay
postage to avoid travel and contact.
There are new, round emblem coasters as well as mugs and books in the
sale - perfect stocking fillers! All products have been made in the UK, so
your purchases will help support small businesses during this tricky time and remember profits go back into THS, supporting the wonderful history
of your village.
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Christmas: Some Historical Notes
John Ekins
Christmas approaches and this year will be like no other we can
remember. On December 25th we celebrate the Incarnation - the birth of
Jesus Christ, the occasion when God came among us as a human being.
We have got so used to the excesses of the commercial Christmas that its
Christian significance is almost lost. This year even the commercials will
be muted.
When the Roman Empire adopted Christianity in the early 4th century the
date of Christmas was fixed as December 25. It is probable that fixing a
date in December conveniently hijacked the pagan winter solstice festivals
such as Yule and Saturnalia and, in the UK and elsewhere, the preChristian tradition of bringing greenery indoors continued with Christian
meanings ascribed - for example to ‘The Holly and the Ivy’. In some
countries the Feast of Epiphany on January 6 is of greater significance and
in the Eastern Church Christmas Day is celebrated on January 7th.
While we cannot be certain what happened in Bethlehem on Christmas
Eve, St Luke’s account of Joseph and a pregnant Mary travelling to
Bethlehem and finding the inn full so Jesus was born in a stable is a key
part of our traditions. Joseph and Mary were heading for Bethlehem for
the census of Quirinius because that is where Joseph’s family came from
and Mary had relations in the area - her cousin Elizabeth. So neither Mary
nor Joseph were really total strangers to the town and, given the culture of
hospitality in the Middle East, were probably put up in a private house
where the guest accommodation was already occupied. This meant they
had to share the space in the basement where the animals were kept.
Over the years the nativity story has been told and retold at countless carol
services and nativity plays. Carols became popular when books of carols
were published in the 19th century and were helped on their way by
Charles Dickens’ Christmas narratives.
St Peter’s Titchfield, dating back to 680 AD, has seen it all
but many of the traditions we hold dear are recent. The
traditional service of Nine Lessons and Carols started in
1880 in Truro Cathedral. Christingle was adopted by the
Children’s Society in 1968, and the popular candlelight
services were an innovation of Tom Pemberton, vicar in the
1970s and ‘80s.
Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve is an older tradition which at one time
would pack the church but attendance has declined and it is nowadays a
more sober service attended by the faithful flock with fewer revelers from
local hostelries.

Christmas Day services have changed over the years. As recently as
Rev’d Norman Miller’s tenure in the 1950s there were up to five services
including an evening service, all taken by Norman himself. Now there
are usually two and this year we will be fortunate if the church is open at
all. Norman also insisted that the Church was left unlocked on Christmas
night.
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Times change but let us hope that next year we will be back to near
normality and can celebrate the Nativity in style.

CADG
(Curdridge Amateur Drama Group)

Robin Breach
“Promoting excellence and innovation in every aspect of staging in
local theatre”
So many of you have found unknown skills, especially for D-I-Y,
dressmaking etc., that it would be a great shame to lose those
skills once the virus allows us all to get back to ‘normal’ (if we
can remember what that is!) and CADG can start their
productions again.
The Curdridge Amateur Drama Group is not just for budding actors though they are always very welcome. Think of all the background work
that needs to be done before a production can take place. New ideas and
new skills are always welcome in this forward-looking group so look at our
website www.curdridgedrama.co.uk , where there is a long list of the
backstage needs, and see how you can benefit our productions. There is
plenty to learn from our present members, and they will also learn from
you, so you will become an important part of a happy group ready and
willing to provide CADG and its packed houses with another terrific
production.
With so much uncertainty at the moment, we cannot be sure when
our next production will take place but be sure we are all raring to
go and the extra time ensures that we will be better than ever!
https://en-gb.facebook.com/cadguk/
Advert pictures provided by the advertisers
Majority of pictures/images provided by contributors
Remaining pictures from

https://commons.wikimedia.org
http://freepik.com
http://pixabay.com
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Titchfield Ablaze - How it Started
Annette Devoil
Displaying a lit Christmas tree in Titchfield Village started
in the mid 1970s when the Bonfire Boys provided some
red tubs with trees and lights. These were displayed
outside the businesses in The Square and on a few flat
porches in South Street. The tubs were donated by the
Southern Echo.
Moving forward to 1983 Ron Knee, who ran the Antique/
Chocolate shop in South Street, encouraged a few
houses and shops to put up Christmas Trees, white lights preferred. This
idea caught on and in 1987 Tessa Short and Sheila Mayes organized trees
for West Street. The first year 12 trees were put up; the second year word
had spread round the village and 40 trees were purchased and today it’s over
300. In the early days the trees were supplied by a local nursery, but this
proved to be expensive.
At first the bottoms of the trees were shaped by hand to ensure they fitted
securely into the brackets. Axes, a planer and finally electric saws were all
used. In the early days individual light bulbs could be replaced and Ron Short
would frequently be seen up a ladder replacing bulbs that were faulty.
The team of volunteers now starts at the end of August when the price list
arrives from the supplier. The trees are then advertised throughout October
and the orders/payments are received from village residents. The order is
placed at the beginning of November. In addition, trees are purchased for the
Parish Rooms and the church.
The first Saturday in December has always been a hive of activity in ‘Tessa’s
Yard’ in West Street with the preparation and collection of trees. For older
residents who are unable to put on lights and climb ladders we have a team
of volunteers who help. At lunch time we gather together for a bowl of soup
and lots of home-made cake so we are refueled for the afternoon tree
collections, finally closing the yard around 4pm exhausted.

The Christmas tree on The Green has been supplied by the Bonfire Boys and
other local donors over the years. It is now purchased by Hadlows the
butchers, the lights are provided by Freemantle’s, transport by Mark Harris
and the Star was made by Tony Traves. It is always a magnificent tree that
comes from the same plantation as the village trees.
As the number of orders grew it became harder to prepare the trees by hand,
even for the willing group of volunteers, so in 2017 we approached our
Christmas tree supplier with the problem of trimming the bottoms. They
purchased a machine and now the trees arrive trimmed which saves lots of
work and is safer!

The price of the trees has always been important; our aims are to have
as many houses in the village taking part and to source trees grown
locally. In 2010 we found a supplier who has allowed us to fulfil these
aims. We hope Titchfield residents will continue to support us,
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‘Merry Christmas’ from the Titchfield Ablaze Team.
Tessa, Grace and Annette

Jesus' birthday
Nog Grimstead
Few births were recorded in the New Testament and even fewer birthdays
celebrated. The early Christians would neither have known, nor cared, when
Jesus was born.
Some say 25 December would be too cold at night. Luke 2:8 ‘And there
were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night.’ But even today shepherds take sheep far out to
pastures watered by autumn rains; they stay out all night. Near what may be
‘The Field’, where the host of angels made their announcement, are caves
and shepherds slept in them. Jacob looked after Laban's flock of sheep and
goats when it was frosty: Genesis 31:40 ‘There I was! In the day the drought
consumed me, and the frost by night, and my sleep departed from my eyes.’
Michaelmas falls around the autumnal equinox, approximately nine months
after December 25th. Maybe our Christmas Day is the date of the conception,
after Gabriel appears to Mary; Luke 1:34 ‘How will this be,’ Mary asked the
angel, ‘since I am a virgin?’ 35 The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will
come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the
holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.’ Two problems of freezing
shepherds and a pregnant girl making an arduous journey from Nazareth to
Bethlehem in the middle of winter solved.
What year? Herod died in 4BC. Matthew 2:1 ‘Now after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem.’ We must factor in the time it took for the wise men
to travel from Jerusalem to Bethlehem; the fact that Jesus had already been
born; and the time taken for the trip to Egypt and waiting for Herod to die.
Herod had all boys under two killed, indicating a year between 6 and 4BC.
Why the gifts? Matthew 2:11 ‘On coming to the house, they saw the child
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh.’ Gold symbolises royalty and divinity; frankincense, a symbol of
Jesus' priestly role; and myrrh, a medicine, anointing oil, but also an
embalming ointment - foreshadowing Jesus' death on the cross?
Merry Christmas!
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Pandemics: An Historical Perspective
Dr. Tim Mason
We are currently threatened by the Coronavirus which is causing a Global
Epidemic, a Pandemic, of COVID-19. Pandemics though are nothing new
and over the centuries we have developed ways of dealing with them. This
is a brief history of pandemics and ways of responding to them. Today’s
problems are not so dissimilar to those of the past.
The first Pandemic of which we are aware was of The Plague. Starting out
as a harmless bacterium colonising reptile intestines it had, by 1000BCE,
evolved to cause lethal infections in people. That evolution continued for
another millennium when, in 180CE, a strain arose which would change the
course of human history. By CE660 it had killed a third of the population of
Constantinople, from where it spread further west, reaching Britain 120
years later. That’s less than twenty miles per year! History shows us then,
that pandemics begin imperceptibly as microbes evolve and are then
spread by human activity.
The second pandemic, that of ‘The Black Death’, originated in China around
1200, from where, no doubt facilitated by trade and warfare, it spread at
twice the speed of the first. It arrived in Dorset on 7th July 1348, an event
now proudly recorded there, on a plaque! From here it spread along the
coast in small trading vessels, arriving in Titchfield via The Haven in
October that year - the first place in Hampshire to get the disease. The
Manorial Court of Titchfield for that month recorded eight deaths, a figure
which by May of the following year had increased to a total of 155. Perhaps
representing over a third of the population. A death toll that was repeated
throughout the land.
By this time the disease was recognised as infectious, so the response
made to it was to prevent the sick from coming into contact with the healthy.
Houses where a sick person lived were sealed up, leaving sick and healthy
together to their fate. Doors were guarded and food provided. No-one was
allowed in or out for six weeks. By that time sufferers would have either
died or recovered and certainly none would be infectious. Windsor adopted
a more radical measure. Seeing London as a potential source of infection,
they set up a gallows to hang anyone arriving from there! A rather extreme
enforcement of Lockdown!
The disease remained a threat until the late 18th century,
by which time improved housing and nutrition, along with
recognition that rats were an undesirable presence in
places of human habitation, saw the disease decline.
This decline was probably also driven by a drop in global
temperature. It was not unusual for the Thames to freeze
over for up to two months!

Whilst pandemics of Plague were halted without vaccines, the expectation
is that a vaccine will be found for COVID-19. The first disease for which a
vaccine was produced was Smallpox, caused by the Variola virus. The
disease had been recognised as early as the 5th century BCE as one which
could only be contracted once and, by the 10th century, it was common in
China for children to be deliberately infected with a mild form of the
disease and thereby be protected from any more serious form. It was not
until the early 18th century that news of this technique, called “Inoculation”,
reached Britain. Its use soon became widespread.
In the context of Smallpox immunisation though, it is Edward Jenner who is
remembered by his establishing an alternative technique of “Vaccination”,
using Vaccinia, a similar virus from cows. He had heard that milkmaids
infected with that virus became immune to smallpox, without their risking a
smallpox infection. They developed no more than sores on their fingers. So
in 1796 he vaccinated Sarah Nelmes, using cowpox from a cow called
Blossom. It worked and worldwide vaccination resulted in the eventual
elimination of smallpox in 1980. The first infection for which that had been
achieved. An objective which we should have for the current COVID-19
pandemic. It will undoubtedly be a bigger challenge, but bigger too are the
tools at our disposal.

A Planet-friendly Christmas
Nog Grimstead

Please, this and every Christmas, don't use tinsel on your tree. It snags in
the branches, clogs up tree recycling plants and it's impossible to recycle.
Glossy wrapping paper - scrunch it. If it stays scrunched, it's probably
recyclable; if it springs back, it's not. Avoid anything with glitter, it kills. It's
a microplastic consumed by plankton, fish, shellfish, seabirds and other
marine life. It's not good for them, it's not good for us. Think about
Christmas cards. By all means buy charity cards to send to people you
won't be seeing but do you need to hand someone you meet face to face
(or mask to mask in these days of coronavirus) a card, which ends up in
the bin? Secretly (Matthew 6:4) give the money to charity and just say,
"Merry Christmas". An email or text will also do fine. Planet earth will thank
you.
For the facts, and ideas for reusing tinsel and glittery items see:
https://www.recyclenow.com/, https://www.recyclethis.co.uk/
https://www.biffa.co.uk/
For other tips about having a more planet-friendly Christmas see:
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/lifestyle/21-ecofriendly-christmas-tips (Eds)
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John Heitt's Tales of the Brynna

The American Boys
Brynna wasn't exactly at the centre of operations in World War 11. But we
did have an anti-aircraft battery in Brynna Wood. A small number of soldiers
had a searchlight and a gun. They had a quiet war. We made friends with
one of the soldiers, Alan Burgess, from Fulham I think. He was well over six
feet tall and felt faint when he bent over. He used to come for meals with
us, and we remained friendly even after the war.
There was also an American contingent camping at St Mary's Hill. We
called them all Yanks. We boys would walk up there. 'Got any gum, chum?"
They gave us what they called candy, even odd cigarettes, and some
people of a certain gender got nylon stockings. Old Mrs Roberts in William
Street managed to get a pair. She wouldn't wear them. She was keeping
them for her funeral. She wanted to meet her God in nylon stockings.

The next leave day Chuck was up early and the two went up to Ty Charles.
Marie rushed out and was disconcerted to see Chuck there. The three
walked to the edge of the woods, and Marie made an excuse to go into the
woods with - Hank.
Chuck was very quiet on the walk home. Hank couldn't get a word out of
him. When they got to the mill Chuck climbed on to the rails of the bridge
and gazed into the river. He leaned over and Hank was alarmed. "Have a
care, Chuck" he called, "you'll fall in". As Hank watched Chuck leaned
further over the rail and very slowly fell over it into the water.
They found his body further downstream the next day, another casualty of
war. The American CO held an inquiry. He questioned Hank who said that
he had no idea how Chuck had fallen into the water. It was all hushed up,
and by that time we boys were more interested in what had happened to
Meidrym Owen's sister.

The Yanks were always friendly and courteous. Far from home and waiting
to go to France they didn't come to the village much. But there were two
young soldiers, Hank and Chuck, farm boys from the Great Plains. They
had never left the State, let alone the USA before they were called up. They
were both 18 years old, still mother's boys.
They felt quite at home in the wide and verdant Vale of Glamorgan. On their
day off they used to walk down to the village, follow Church Street to the
Mill. The road bridge crossed the river there and they would tickle a couple
of trout and fill their water bottles. Then they would walk up to Ty Charles
Farm, which was a few cattle, a few horses, including a magnificent hunter
on which I had ridden, and a lot of sheep. They would light a fire, cook the
trout, lie in the sun and walk back the way they had come. They missed
their families, of course, but were very happy with life.
Ty Charles was farmed by two brothers and their sister Marie. Marie was
plump and jolly. She must have been about the same age as their mothers
back in the US of A. After a while Marie made friends with the boys, talked
farming with them, let them help a bit. She would give them a pail of milk to
drink. An affinity grew between the two boys and Marie. But it wasn't the
same affinity for both boys, and Marie became aware of this. Chuck saw
her as a substitute mother, Hank as something else. The two boys had
been inseparable, but now she easily persuaded Chuck to look after an
injured sheep while she and Hank went into the woods to look for another
lost sheep. They came back some time later without a sheep but with Hank
wearing a smug look on his face.
The next week Hank went off early from the camp without taking Chuck with
him, and returned late that evening. Chuck challenged him and Hank
confessed that he had been to Ty Charles alone.

Ann Whyntie - Chariman, Titchfield Community Association
I am very proud of the staff at the Centre who have worked so hard and
so cheerfully to cope with the challenges that have been thrown at them
in these difficult times; lockdown, furlough and continuously changing
Government guidance and legislation. The result is that the building is
Covid secure and we were fully open until the latest lockdown of 5th
November and so - here we go again!
However, we are still open for the permitted groups pertaining to
education and once more some staff are on furlough, but, by the time that
you read this, we should all know if the lockdown is to ease or continue.
Titchfield Community Association is determined that we will survive and
come back stronger and when ‘this’ is all over, we plan an exhibition and
‘get together’ entitled “What We Did in Lockdown”; so get those knits,
artworks, photos, journals and any other wacky stuff you did ready to go
on show!
Wishing all clients past, present and future, a Happy Christmas!
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St Peter's Church

CONTACTS
B
C
F

H
J
K
L
N
O
P
R
S

T

W
Y

Ballroom Dance Classes, James Taplin ....................... 01489 584502
Bowling Club, Dennis Dowsett ...................................... 01329 662545
Bridge Club, Jill Mogridge .............................................. 01329 849826
Card Making, Amanda Fowler........................................ 01329 846909
Cotton On Sewing Workshops, Sheryl Collier ............. 07704 065633
Crochet, Donna ....................................... crochetcraftco@outlook.com
FAREGOS (Home Education), Julie Barker.................. 07748 498841
Fareham Bee Keeper Assn, John Hoar ........................ 01329 315665
Fareham Flower Club, Val Hockley ............................... 07961 181605
Flexercise, Lindsey ........................................................ 07715 435863
French Conversation, Peter Davis ................................ 01489 808422
Friendship & Memory Café, Home Instead .................. 01329 282469
History Society, Peter Mills ........................................... 01329 317912
Jigsaw Preschool, Sue Millar ........................................ 07711 776899
Karate (BOKB), Chris Bird ............................................. 07792 666932
Kung Fu & Kick Boxing, Omar El-Kilany ...................... 07575 991855
Ladies Badminton, Jacquie Needham .......................... 01329 661000
Lindy Hop/Sugarpush Tea Dance, Simone Graham.... 07944 255574
NCT - Bumps & Babies, Michelle Du Preez-Dwyer ...... 0844 2436130
Oaklands, Contact Titchfield Community Centre directly01329 842933
OASIS (youth club), Peter Mills ..................................... 01329 317912
Perform, Sam Love ........................................................ 0845 4004000
Poetry, Patrick Caines .................................................... 01329 608413
REDS Dancing School, Laura Whittenham ................... 07851 567229
Scouts (inc. Beavers and Cubs), Tracey Williams ....... 07855 715503
Slimming World (Saturday), Colette Matthews ............ 07727 872528
Slimming World (Tuesday), Lorraine Botham .............. 07751 807409
Solent Stitchers, Sandi Jones ....................................... 01329 847930
The Arts Society (Solent), Nicky Zaki ........................... 01329 842634
Tai-Chi, Andrew Austin ................................................... 07824 330950
Tea Pot Crafters, Daphne Philpot .................................. 01329 286999
Tea Dance/Come Dancing, Pauline Steel ..................... 01329 234562
Titchfield Abbey W.I., Jenny Windebank ...................... 01329 842807
Titchfield Auctions , Isabel Farmer ............................... 07720 023950
Titchfield Gardeners' Club, Steve Nash ....................... 01329 843413
Titchfield Lunch Club, Ken Moore ................................ 01329 315615
Word Wrights, Eileen Everitt.......................................... 01329 849708
Yoga, Hesione Waugh .................................................... 07794 127732

Mill Street, Titchfield, Hampshire, PO14 4AB
01329 842 933 titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk
enquiries@titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk
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Church Street, Titchfield, Hants, PO14 4AG

office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
01329 847003
welcoming all celebrating life
sharing the journey

Temporary arrangements
Worship every Sunday
For the foreseeable future our regular 9.00 am service will be available
online at stpetertitchfield.org. This will continue, even once lockdown is
lifted, when we expect to be able to resume public worship in church –
hopefully from Sunday 6th December.

Christmas Services
Final details will be published on the church website, stpetertitchfield.org
and displayed on the church noticeboard.
Please see Page 6 for further information

Church Weekday Opening Hours
The Church remains open for private prayer every Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday from 11.00 am until 3.00 pm. Someone will be there to welcome
you and explain the arrangements for observance of Covid-secure practice

From the Parish Registers
Baptisms 1st November

Molly Olivia Chamberlain
Simon David Chamberlain

Funerals 25th September
29th September
8th October
30th October
6th November

Harry Lockwood (92)
Eric Downes (94
Joyce Brien (91)
Jane MacKean (54)
David Day (78)

For further information
Please see the contact details at the back of this magazine and, in these
fast changing times, up-to-date information is posted regularly on the
church website, stpetertitchfield.org
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE
ORGANISATIONS
ST PETER'S CHURCH
Vicar
Curate
Church Office
Reader
Churchwardens:
P.C.C.Secretary
Treasurer
Stewardship Recorder
Organist
Capt. of the Tower (Bells)
Friends of St Peter's

Interregnum
Revd Janet Trevithick
Open: Mon-Thurs 9 - 12
e-mail: office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
Website www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
Mr Roger Bryant
Ms Barbara Le Sueur
Mr Peter Gordon c/o Church Office
Mrs Helen Andrews c/o Church Office
Mrs Sandra Pereira c/o Church Office
Mr Iain Windebank c/o Church Office
Mr Keith Miller, c/o Church Office
Mr Lyndon Hatfield
Mrs Pat Shirley
Website www.friends-of-st-peters.org

01329 847003
01329 847003
01329 847003
01329 230129
07453 808200
01329 847003
01329 847003
01329 847003
01329 847003
01489 579160
01329 849921
01329 846646

TITCHFIELD VILLAGE
Primary School
Parish Room

Reception
Lesley Blackburn - for bookings
(calls taken 9am-6pm or voicemail)
Earl of S'ton Trust
Mrs Tracey Kenney
Village Trust
Mr Nick Girdler
Community Centre
Mrs Mary-Kate Smith (Manager )
Jubilee Surgery
Reception
Jubilee Surgery Patient
Suzy Jackson
Participation Group
ppgchair.jubilee@gmail.com
Bonfire Boys
Message Line
Titchfield Luncheon Club
Mr Ken Moores
Titchfield N'bourhood Forum Mrs Ann Wheal
Titchfield Bowling Club
Mr Dennis Dowsett

TITCHFIELD NEWS
Editorial Team
Distribution
Advertising

01329 843322
07486 891728
07458 304031
01329 847930
01329 842933
01329 844220
07532 168454
07768 283725
01329 315615
01329 849253
01329 662545

email: magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
Karen Postle, Margaret Thompson, Karen Rizzi
Gerry Pontefract
Nog Grimstead

YOUR LOCAL TITCHFIELD COUNCILLORS
Hampshire County Council
Fareham Borough Council

Mr Geoff Hockley
Mrs Connie Hockley
Ms Tiffany Harper

01329 287365
01329 287365
01329 844074

Mrs Suella Braverman

01329 233573

YOUR LOCAL MP
Member of Parliament

Opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent
the views of the Parochial Church Council

Kindly mention "Titchfield News" when responding to advertisers

Inside back cover

CELEBRATE WITH US
Do you have a special occasion to celebrate? At Titchfield Community Centre we have a
range of party suites to meet your needs, whether it be a christening, wedding,
anniversary, children's party or special birthday – including 18th and 21st parties. Call us
today on 01329 842 933 or email enquiries@titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk
Mill Street, Titchfield, PO14 4AB
Registered charity 1109062
titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk

Ladies Quality Fashions
Outfits for every occasion including
Mother of the Bride/Groom, Cruise, General Wear & Prom Dresses
At 7 Warsash Road, Warsash, SO31 9HW
www.davinasladiesfashion.co.uk
Monday to Saturday 10am - 5pm
Telephone - 01489 880900

Free Parking
opposite

