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FROM THE
EDITOR’S DESK

The opportunity to work overseas particularly after a successful career in this country does not
come too often and if the offer appeals then it should be seized with both hands. This is what
Titchfield Primary School headteacher Mike Bainbridge has decided as he leaves Titchfield for the
Middle East to take up a senior appointment in an British school there. Mike has been a
tremendous ambassador for his school and in reaching out to the community through his regular
articles in Titchfield News he has established a rapport which we hope will continue through his
successor. Thank you Mike, we shall miss you. (Titchfield Primary School page 11).
Someone else who travelled overseas recently was Rachel Trevithick who tackled the 500 mile
hike across the top of Northern Spain to walk the Pilgrims Way to Santiago de Compostela. The
story of her journey, its inspiration and how her faith kept her going is our feature on pages 12/13.
Closer to home Titchfield husband and wife team Peter and Julia Mills have been recognised by
the Titchfield Community Association for their work with local youth through the Oasis club with the
award of Honorary Life Memberships. Their achievements have been recorded by TCA chairman
Julian Gibbs( page 10).
We look back at some early summer events in Titchfield; the History Society picnic (page 14); Jazz
and Strawberries, a successful ‘first’ for the Friends of St Peter’s and Titchfield Open Gardens also
organised by the Friends (page 9). Tim Mason calls all his secateur warriors back for a renewed
effort as he notes ‘the graveyard is fighting back’ (page 19) and Karen Postle asks if we are ready
and willing to challenge attitudes to poverty in the UK in 2015 (page 8).
Brian Patten
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St Peter's Church,

The Naming of Parts
by The Revd Susan Allman

I have been asked to explain some of the
terms used last month with reference to my
relicensing as vicar, instead of priest-incharge.
Patronage. All clergy in the diocese hold
the Bishop’s licence. In some places, for
historical reasons and to ensure that the
Church of England remains a “broad
church,” there is a patron who has the right
to present a candidate to be the next vicar.
It would be a serious situation if the patron
presented someone whom the Bishop was
unwilling to licence but theoretically this
could happen. At St. Peter’s our patron is
the Dean and Chapter of Winchester. A
representative of our patron was involved
in my interview and appointment in 2010,
when I was initially appointed for a five
year period, to be reviewed in 2015.
Vicar. A vicar holds the freehold to the
church and to a suitable house in the parish
from which to perform their duties. They
cannot be removed unless there is a serious
case of misconduct or complete pastoral
breakdown between the vicar and the
parishioners.
Priest-in-Charge. In the event of a vacancy
the Bishop can remove the right of the
patron to present a candidate for up to five
years. The most common reason for this is
the prospect of pastoral reorganisation
which may affect the terms and conditions
under which a vicar is expected to work. In
practice the work done by a priest-incharge and a vicar is the same; the stipend
is the same and the status is the same.
Common Tenure. Common Tenure was
approved by Parliament and received the
Royal Assent in 2009. It came into force in
2011. Its main purpose is to bring parity to
the terms and conditions of employment

Next Messy Church at St Peter’s: Monday
28th September from 3.30 - 5.45 pm.

for priests-in-charge and vicars. Under
Common Tenure fixed-term contracts for
priests-in-charge are not permissible. This
means that my initial five-year contract is
obsolete and my ministry here can continue
for an indefinite period.

Next Café Connect in the Parish Room
Sunday 16th August from 11 am - 1pm

I hope this answers the questions people
may have had about the changeover which
is a legal technicality and makes no
difference at all in terms of what I do on a
day to day basis.

From the Registers

I shall write a little more about that in my
next letter but for now, I wish you all a
good and safe summer; happy holidays and
plenty of rest and relaxation.

Baptisms

Please hold in your prayers those in our
community for whom this is a time of
transition from one school to another or
who are starting or finishing courses at
universities and colleges.

12th July

Mr. Mike Bainbridge, who has been a
fantastic head teacher at Titchfield Primary
School, is leaving us to become Head of
Primary of the much larger British
International School at Al Khobar in Saudi
Arabia. We are hugely grateful for Mike’s
time in our school, for what he has helped
the school to achieve and for the warm and
hospitable way in which he has always
related to us in the church and wider
community. Bon voyage, Mike. We shall
miss you!

4th June
9th June
10th June
12th June
20th July

With love in Christ,
Susan
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21st June
5th July

19th July

Funerals

Wedding
13th June
27th June
4th July
11th July

Ollie Christopher Snook
George William Biddle
Lucas Dudley
Sophie Perowne
Isla Hillman
Emmeline Fleckner-Hayes
Charles Scourfield
Seanna Caitlin Griffiths Meatheringham
Arthur Newman (84)
Paul Short (70)
Jean Fielding (91)
Beryl Lutman (78)
Walter Bennett (80)
Glen Larkman and Kay Malcolm
Stephen Partlett and Carol Fisher
David Parsons and Susan McIntosh
Jacob Hyland and Bethany Noice

Regular activities at St Peter’s Church
Bell Ringing Practice
Wednesday 7.30pm - 9.00
Morning Prayer
Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 8.15am

Teddy Bear Praise
Wednesday in term time 2pm - 3pm
Choir Practice
Thursday
7pm

News from St Peter’s
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St Peter's Church,
Titchfield
Church Street
Titchfield
Hampshire
PO14 4AG.

Vicar: Revd Susan Allman
Curate: Revd Janet Trevithick

Friends of St Peter’s
Race Meeting
Monday 31 August
Bridge House, Mill Street,
Titchfield
Course opens 2.30pm, closes
6pm

Sunday Services for August
2nd August
8.00am

The Ninth Sunday of Trinity
Holy Communion (1662)

10.00am

Family Communion

6.30pm

Evening Prayer

9th August
8.00am

The Tenth Sunday of Trinity
Holy Communion (1662)

10.00am

Parish Communion

16th August
8.00am

Blessed Virgin Mary
Holy Communion (1662)

10.00am

Parish Communion

23rd August
8.00am

The Twelfth Sunday of Trinity
Holy Communion (1662)

10.00am

Parish Communion

30th August
8.00am

The Thirteenth Sunday of Trinity
Holy Communion (1662)

10.00am

Parish Communion

Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress
and who needs the support of prayer?
ST PETER’S PRAYERLINE please contact
Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265
or Doreen White
01329 843544

The return of the popular and
fun race meeting at Bridge
House.
Come on your own or make up a
party to try your luck on the tote
with “the horses”!
Bring your own picnic, tables
and seating .
Admission : adults £5,
Accompanied children free.

Wanted
Minutes’ Secretary for
Titchfield Community
Association

The Community Association is looking
for a Minutes Secretary for its Quarterly
Management Meetings. The
requirement is to attend the 5 meetings
(4 + AGM) (March, June, September,
December weekday evening) and
generate a set of draft minutes within 10
days of the meeting. The Association
will pay an honorarium for this activity.
If you are interested or would like
further details, please write to the
Chairman at the Community Centre,
Mill Street, Titchfield, PO14 4AB

3

Heritage Lottery Work on the repair of St
Peter’s North Aisle roof was due to
commence on Monday 27th July when the
scaffolding will start to go up.
Actual work on the roof will start soon after.
This part of the work is expected to take
about eight weeks but will depend on the
weather.
Yellow Gift Aid Envelopes
Thank you for using the Gift Aid Envelopes
which allow us to increase the value of our
giving. Please remember to fill in your
name, address and post code so that we can
claim the extra money. Cheques made
payable to ‘PCC Titchfield’.
The Parish Prayer Diary
Is available from the back of church every
week. It includes the Sunday Collect &
Prayers for the Deanery. Everyone is
encouraged to take a copy home for their
daily prayers.

Guided Tour of St Peter’s
Historic Churchyard

Monday 31st August at 2.45pm
The tour will be conducted by Ron Knee BA,
conservator of sepulchral monuments.

If you are interested in when, how and why
necropolis architecture was fashionable, come
along and join us. The tour will last just over
an hour and costs £2.50 per person.
Please meet at St Peter’s main entrance

4
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St Peter’s Summer Show

The Solent Singers

The Annual Summer Show is now underway
in the Chapter Rooms at St Peter’s Church
and will be open every day from 10am to
4.30pm except Sundays until 29th August.

A friendly female choir
seeks new members
The Solent Singers was founded in
1962 when a group of young mums
who enjoyed singing formed a choir
in Warsash. There is a membership
of up to 40 singing a wide range of
musical styles from pop through folk
and traditional to songs from the
shows. We get a lot of enjoyment
from singing just like our founder
members. We love performing at our
Christmas and summer concerts
where we raise money for charities,
a children’s charity at Christmas
and, usually, a local charity in the
summer.

On display will be crafts, jewellery, jams,
chutneys, information and books from
Titchfield History Society. Also stoneware,
wood turning, glass engraving, prints,
paintings, bags, textiles, toys and
secondhand books.
10% of the proceeds will be shared with
Macmillan Cancer Support, Rowans
Hospice and the Mountbatten Hospice.
Last year letters of appreciation were
received from all three charities for the £300
we sent to them We would hope that we can
better this effort this year. Thank you for
your support.
Free entrance, coffee, tea, juices and biscuits
will be available.
Titchfield
Gardeners‘ Club
Annual Horticultural Show
Saturday 5th September
Parish Room
Titchfield
2pm to 4pm
Admission 50p (Children free)
Auction of Produce 4.15pm
Refreshments - Sales Table
Grand Draw
Do you reside in Titchfield Village?
You can enter your flowers or produce
in the show.
Please contact
Caroline McGrath 01329 842619 for a
schedule and entry form

We are looking for new voices,
especially lower voices (altos), to
join our ‘happy band of singers’.
You do not need to be able to read
music nor do you need any choral
experience. Rehearsals are held on
Monday evenings from 7.30pm to
9.30pm from September to
December and from 7.30pm to 10pm
from January to July, at the Victory
Hall in Warsash. For further
information please telephone Marie
Clare on 02380 404 191, Sue
McCaig on 01329 847 990 or e-mail
solentsingers@yahoo.co.uk.

For Sale

Pro Rider Digital Electric
Golf Trolley.
£50 ( New price £199 )
Proceeds to St Peter's Church
Funds.
For more information
contact:Harry Lockwood
Telephone 01329 842563

Frank Biddle, Private,
10th Hampshire Regiment
Died 10th August 1915
Frank was the third child and the eldest son of
Henry and Jane Biddle. The 1911 census
shows that he was a ‘Carter on Farm’ in
Titchfield. Frank joined the 10th Hampshire
Regiment and his military record shows he
entered the Balkan Theatre of War on 5th
August 1915. Shortly after joining the
Gallipoli Campaign he died on 10th August,
aged 22.

Fareport Talking News

Albert Ernest Smith, Private,
10th Hampshire Regiment
Died 10th August 1915
Albert was born in Titchfield, the second son
of Albert and Rose Smith. In 1901, his father,
Albert senior, worked as a Platelayer for the
new LSW Railway being constructed nearby.
In 1911, Albert Ernest aged 15 years was
working as an errand boy. Albert joined up to
the 10th Hampshire Regiment in Gosport. His
military record lists his date of entry into the
Balkan Theatre of War as 5th August 1915.
He would have fought and, like many other
lads from this parish, died in the Gallipoli
Campaign. The Hampshire Regimental
Journal records that Albert was ‘Killed in
Action’ on the 10th August 1915. He had been
in the war just five days. It is worth noting
that Frank Biddle (who like Albert lived in
Iron Mills Cottages), also entered the Balkan
theatre of war on the 5th August and also died
on the 10th August 1915. Perhaps they were
friends that went along together to join up,
fought together and sadly died together? At
his death Albert was 19 years old.
1914-1918

Fareport Talking News brings the
local news, taken from the
Portsmouth News and Southern
Echo, into your home on memory
stick, which is delivered free of
charge on a weekly basis, enabling
you to keep in touch with local
events which you may be missing.
Please contact the studio on 01329
664364 for more information or to
register.

August
1st - 29th
12th
16th
17th
31st
31st

Do you know anyone, a relative,
friend, neighbour, acquaintance
who has difficulty reading the
words in the local newspapers?
If you do, please tell them about
Fareport Talking News, a news
and entertainment broadcast
recorded specially for the blind
and visually impaired in the
Fareham and Gosport areas.

Read a book!
This summer, why not encourage
your children to read a book? A
recent study has found that children
who read for pleasure carry the
benefits with them far into adulthood.
And the most avid childhood readers
score far higher on vocabulary tests,
even 30 years later. As Marcel
Proust the author once said,“no days
of our childhood are lived so fully as
those spent with a favourite book.”

Titchfield Diary

St Peter’s Summer Show - Chapter Rooms - 10am - 4.30pm
Churchyard Clean-up - 10am - St Peter’s Churchyard
Cafe Connect - Parish Room - 11am
Embroiderers Guild - Parish Room - 7pm
Tour of Churchyard - 2.45pm - St Peter’s Church
FoSP Race Meeting- Bridge House, Mill Street - 2.30pm
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Home Group Meal

report by Robin Guess
Twenty-two members of our various St Peter’s
Home Groups met at The Bugle on Tuesday 7
July for a shared meal. This was a wonderful
culmination of another year’s study and
fellowship. We gathered at a large table at the
far side of the Bar and Susan welcomed
everyone, explaining that we were going to
follow the Eucharist during our meal. This
linked in with the final study session of the year
which was looking at Communion and to help
us understand and reflect.
The meal started with Susan leading us in
confession, giving us Absolution and then
blessing the bread. As this was passed round the
table we each gave The Body of Christ to our
neighbour before passing them the plate. Once
the plate returned to Susan, our main course
was served. This was a pleasant opportunity to
put into practice “Communion” because the
groups were mixed round the table so we were
able to talk to people we did not know well.
After dessert we were led in Intercessions by
Ian and Penny. Kay read from St Paul’s letter to
the Corinthians and Susan brought everything
together with a brief sermon. Finally the
Communion Cup from Church was filled with
wine and blessed. This again was passed round
the table with each of us giving The Blood of
Christ to our neighbour before passing them the
cup.
Sitting in the pub while others stood at the bar
socialising and drinking while we shared The
Eucharist was a thought provoking and novel
experience, definitely a Fresh Expression of our
faith. I just wonder how the locals felt seeing us
practising our faith so openly?
After such a lovely evening of fellowship, I
look forward to the Home Groups resuming in
September and pray that next summer we will
once again join together in a meal with a twist.

Over 60’s lunch at the
Titchfield Luncheon Club
A two-course lunch for £3 is
available for up to 24 people at
the Titchfield Luncheon Club
every Wednesday.
The Club has existed for nearly
50 years and would like to
welcome more diners from the
Titchfield/Sarisbury/Locks
Heath/Stubbington/Hill Head
areas. The lunch is served at
Titchfield Community Centre at
12 noon every Wednesday with
tea, coffee and biscuits served
from 10.45am.
If you like meeting others for a
social chat and a lovely meal why
not come along? Transport to/
from your home can be provided
for a donation of £1.
Please do come along,
Telephone Mr Kenneth Moore on
01329 315615 for more details.
Friends of Fareham
Community Hospital
The Friends of Fareham
Community Hospital held their
Annual General Meeting on 25th
June. Sara Tiller, Chief
Development Officer of the
Fareham and Gosport Clinical
Commissioning Group, and Dr
Alan McFarlane from Brook
Lane GP Surgery advised that the
CCG's plans for more
community-based health services
will involve an increased role for
the hospital as these ideas
develop. The Friends were
thanked for the valuable support
given by their volunteers.

Solent Branch of the
Embroiderers' Guild
We are all feeling very inspired at the
moment, writes Judith McArdle, as we
have on loan some beautiful portfolios
from the National Collection of the
Embroiderers’ Guild. These beautiful
examples of work, both modern and
historical, will be used in a workshop
where members will share their skills
to help us create pieces influenced by
the portfolios.
On Monday 17th August 2015 the
Solent Branch of the Embroiderers'
Guild will be hearing of the Travels in
Textiles of local artist, Anne Riches.
Having taught in UK and France for
the last 20 years Anne has gleaned a
great deal of information and different
techniques. She uses paints, dyes and
print on fabric and paper to produce
wall hangings and pictures. Visit her
website to get a flavour of the variety
and beauty of this work
www.anneriches.co.uk.
If you would like to join us, please
come along. You will be made very
welcome. We meet in the Parish
Room, Titchfield, PO14 4AQ,
7pm for 7.30.. Visitors £5.
For more details please contact
Margaret Mainwaring 01329 285825
or Gemma Bridges by email;
gemmabridges@gmail.com or visit our
blog on
www.solenteg.blogspot.com.
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Oasis says “Thank You!”

From Mrs Julia Mills. Secretary, Oasis
Steering Committee.
We have raised enough money to run
the Oasis Youth Club at the Titchfield
Community Centre for this financial
year – thanks to the generosity and
support of local people and businesses!
We have received contributions,
pledges and gifts in kind from the
following:
Titchfield Art Show, Bonfire Boys,
Community Centre, Earl of
Southampton Trust, Ford Motors,
Hampshire County Council - courtesy
of Cllr Geoff Hockley - History
Society, Rotary Club, Santander,
St. Peter’s Church, Village Trust and
Waitrose, in addition to some very
generous individuals.
Further, the car wash on 15th July
raised a magnificent £159.98!
Your support has been fantastic.
On behalf of the young people of
Titchfield – thank you again.
As reported in the April edition of
Titchfield News the Oasis Youth Club
for young people 10 years and up
which meets twice weekly at the
Community Centre was struggling to
survive financially. With over thirty
youngsters attending weekly the money
raised will enable this vital link with
the youth of Titchfield to continue.
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Titchfield
Evangelical Church
Mothers noted in the Bible

In Proverbs 31 there are listed many
attributes expected of wives and therefore
many that would apply to mothers!
From verse 10, we have a list of these.
You can read the rest..
'A wife of noble character, who can find?
She is worth far more than rubies. Her
husband has full confidence in
her.............she brings him good and not
harm, all the days of her life'
In many cases they show that God is the
God of the impossible.
Eve has been called 'The Mother of all
Living'. Little is really known of her but
she accomplished much with little
recognition, as Mums often do!
She was Adam's companion but did yield
to temptation, encouraging him to do
likewise, thus spoiling their relationship
with God. She must have grieved sorely
when Cain murdered Abel.
Sarah was the wife of Abraham and
could be titled the Mother of the whole
tribe of Israel. In spite of her great age
after years of distress through lack of
having a child a miracle of conception
brought forth Isaac. Abraham was further
tested by being asked by God to take his
precious son and offer him as a sacrifice
though this was stopped at the last
minute.
Rebekah was Isaac's wife and like her
mother-in-law, Sarah, did not conceive
until later in life. Through God, in
prayer, she eventually had the twins,
Jacob and Esau. She was both
submissive and assertive and tended to
favour Jacob. He was not entirely
blameless. In the first instance he tricked
his brother into giving up his birthright

Jill Hill
examines the
parts played
by mothers
in the Bible

and later on, when Isaac was dying,
Rebekah covered his hands and arms with
animal skin so that Isaac would think he
was Esau and gave the blessing to him.
Jochebed was the mother of Moses.
Again, we know little about her but she
had great faith in God. When Moses was
a baby, Pharoah became concerned about
the increasing number of Israelites and
sent an order for all of their boys to be
killed. Jochabed took her small son and
put him in a basket which she had waterproofed. She then put the basket into the
rushes at side of the Nile. He was seen
there by Pharoah's daughter, Miriam.
Moses' sister came up to offer to find a
nurse for the baby . The offer was
accepted and Jochabed was asked to care
for the little one.
Hannah was the mother of Samuel.
Another lady who seemed unable to have
children and felt ashamed and was
tormented for this reason. She lived in
Shiloh and went to the local temple to
pray about her problem. Though silent,
her prayers were very fervent so that Eli
the priest thought she was drunk. When
she explained. Eli said, '' Go in peace, and
may the God of Israel grant you what you
have asked of Him.''
Later on she gave birth to Samuel,
choosing that name because it meant 'God
hears'. When he was old enough,
she took him to the Temple and asked Eli
to look after him and train him as a priest.
This was to fulfil a promise that she had
made to God. Her family flourished as
she later had five more children.
Samuel became one of the most
illustrious priests and prophets noted in
the Old Testament.
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The Graveyard Fights Back!
by Tim Mason

Hopefully it hasn’t been too obvious
but the hard working group of folks
that hack away at the brambles and
other weeds, which threaten to
completely take over St Peter’s
churchyard, have taken a break in
recent months. It is starting to show
though, so it’s just as well that we set
to again at 10am on Saturday 12th
September. If you are tempted to
come and join us, please feel free.
The more the merrier, there’s no
shortage of tasks awaiting our
attention.
Some of you will have read my article
in the April edition of this publication
and will have noted that I was
wondering whether there might be
someone out there with the motivation
to draw up a detailed record of who
was buried in our churchyard, when
and where. I also thought that it would
be good to transcribe what was written
on our gravestones before it finally
eroded away.
Much to my surprise the response to
that request was a call from Keith
Hayward who had, unbeknown to me,
done much of that over thirty years
ago. The booklet he produced,
following a huge amount of work,
tells us exactly what is written on just
about every gravestone that was in the
churchyard and legible at the time. I
am now, many thanks to Keith’s great
generosity, in possession of the
document containing the fruits of his
labours and I am most grateful to him.

So where are we now? In addition to
Keith’s detailed inventory, we have a
superb large scale map which was
produced by Fareham Borough
Council about three years ago. It is a
wonderful map showing most or all of
the graves, numbered and with a
surname against the majority of them.
Sadly the Council were either unaware
of Keith’s map or chose not to use his
information.
The task that we have now is to
update Keith’s document and then
relate each of the graves to which he
refers, to the numbers on Fareham’s
map. That will be a formidable task
and I am pleased that one of our team
with the secateurs has offered to help.
It will be a long slow task but Jenny
Mansbridge has slowly started to work
her way through it. I haven’t counted
but I’m sure that there are several
thousand graves in total. Quite a task!
I’m sure that we all wish her well.

Titchfield Evangelical Church
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COMMUNITY CENTRE - CONTACTS FOR GROUPS & CLUBS
Art Show
Mr Mark Pearce
07962 200208
Ballroom Dance Classes
Mr James Taplin
01489 584502
Bonfire Boys
Mrs Ann Whyntie
07768 283725
Bowling Club
Mr Gary Rathke
01329 847795
Boxing Club
Mr Ken Charman
01489 581623
Bridge Club
Mr Derek Winslow
01489 505077
Bright Sparks Pre-School
Mrs Sally Eland
07890 087897
Card Making
Ms Amanda Fowler
07890 426945
Determined to Succeed
Mrs Noreen Campbell
01329 311076
Dog Training
Mr Brian Eldridge
02380 777916
Fareham Twinning
Mr Martin Lazell
01329 314750
Floral Art
Ms Liz Pelley
02392 613704
Friends of Titchfield School
Mrs Ness Curtis
07752 726862
Gardeners’ Club
Miss Wendy Nicholson
01329 842537
History Society
Mrs Marilyn Wilton-Smith
01329 843822
Home Education
Mrs D Cunningham
01329 318507
Jive Riot
Mrs Kelly Donaghue
08000 728728
Crofton Judo Club
Peter Powell
07877 629135
or Les Barnes
07896 582853
Karate (KOKB)
Mr Chris Bird
07792 666932
Kung Fu & Kick-Boxing
Mr Omar El-Kilany
07575 991855
Ladies Badminton
Mrs Sylvia Lamb
01489 584948
Mike’s Apiary
Mr Mike Holloway
01489 885159
NCT Bumps and Babes
Ms Mary-Kate Smith
0844 2436130
Oaklands
Contact TCA office
01329 842933
Rugby Tots
Ms Helen Wood
0845 3133244
78 Club
Mr Edward Meads
01489 589689
Slimming World
Ms Colette May-Matthews
07727 872528
Scouts inc Beavers and Cubs
Mrs Louise Mclean
01329 842942
Solent Fine Arts Soc. (NADFAS)
Mrs Jackie Wyatt
01329 845009
Solent School of Dance/Drama
Mr Martin Young
01329 665801
or Miss Kirsten Young
01329 223104
Southern Steppers
Mrs Jan Harris
01329 288360
Sugarpush Tea Dance
Miss Simone Brown
07944 255574
Tai-Chi
Mr Andrew Austin
01329 510204
Tea Pot Crafters
Ms D Philpot
01329 286999
Tea Dances
Mrs Pauline Steel
01329 234562
Titchfield Abbey W.I.
Mrs Sandi Jones
01329 847930
Titchfield Auctions
Mrs Isobel Farmer
07720 023950
Titchfield Luncheon Club
Mr Kenneth Moore
01329 315615
Titchfield Panto Players
Mrs Maureen Taylor
01329 236601
WordWrights
Mrs Judith Wozniak
01329 845598

Titchfield on the web
www.welcometotitchfield.co.uk
www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
www.friends-of-st-peters.org

Calendar of events in June
Sunday morning services at 10.30am
(meet for prayer from 10.00-10.15am)

Services in August
2nd August
9th August
16th August
23rd August
30th August

Bob Rule with Communion
John Griffith
Bob Rule - with Communion
David Brown
Bob Rule

Our weekday meetings - Tuesday Open Church and Wednesday, Prayer
and Bible Study will be taking a break during August.
So too will the Christian Travelling Library. The Library will return on
Tuesday 1st September and will be bringing Christmas cards, diaries and
Advent calendars at their usual very good prices.

www.titchfield.org.uk
telephone 01329 845772
e-mail: titchfieldevangchurch@virginmedia.com
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Opinion
Challenging attitudes to poverty in 2015
by Karen Postle

Sitting on a crowded train to London, I
was embarrassed to find that I was fighting
back tears. I was looking at a photo in the
paper which showed people leaving
flowers, in memory of Sir Nicholas
Winton, at the Kindertransport sculpture
on Liverpool Street station. Have you seen
it? It is a beautiful, poignant sculpture of a
group of children, their faces a mixture of
fear and expectation for what their new
lives would hold. The sculpture speaks to
me of one man’s incredible compassion. I
suspect it is easier to have compassion for
some groups of people more than others. I
recently joined the anti-austerity march in
London because I think there is a lack of
compassion for people suffering as a result
of austerity measures who are too easily
labelled ‘scroungers’ and ‘skivers’. Earlier
this year I was one of the authors on a
report telling stories of people living on
the breadline. Here are just three of them:
• Marcus and Louise, subject to the
‘bedroom tax’, were distressed
that they could not afford any
Christmas presents for their
children. Marcus had always
worked until forced to stop by
worsening mental illness.
Constant anxiety about lack of
money was making his mental
health much worse
• Laura, a care worker for 20 years,
now on a zero hours contract,
says, ‘The other Sunday I worked
for six hours but only got paid for
three’. She is effectively paid
under the minimum wage. She
and her husband both work but
constantly struggle to make ends
meet
• Maria, 45, has chronic ill health
but was deemed ‘fit to work’ and
her Benefits reduced by £50.00
per week. Her health and well-

being swiftly deteriorated. Helped
by friends and the C.A.B. she
appealed but it took two hearings
in which, she said, ‘They made
me feel like a criminal’ before,
finally, the DWP awarded her
£3,000 arrears
When we launched the report people in the
audience had other stories to tell:
• A Union rep in a hospital
explained how she now mainly
deals with problems arising from
staff on low pay and zero hours
contracts. For the first time, the
Union keeps a stock of food in
the office for people at their wits’
end, worried about how to feed
their family that evening
• A woman working in a mental
health setting told of how most
of the people using the service
now were people with anxiety
and depression brought on or
made worse by money worries
and trying to make ends meet
It would be facile to suggest ‘quick fix-it’
solutions and to do so would be naïve.
Perhaps, however, we could start with
more compassion for people who, usually
for very complex reasons, are living at the
margins of our society.
If anyone would like to read the report:
Our Lives: Challenging attitudes to
poverty in 2015 it is available to download
from: http://www.ryantunnardbrown.com/
publication/
Ryan Tunnard Brown work with children’s
services - social care, youth justice,
education and health - in England and
Wales, with central government
departments, and with a wide range of
voluntary organisations.

Weekly
Programme
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Mill Street, Titchfield, PO14 4AB
tel: 01329 842933
fax: 01329 842407

Sunday
Titchfield Auctions –
(The Garage)
Sugar Push Tea Dance

Monday

Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Better Body Fitness
Tai Chi
Oaklands Day Centre
Bridge Club
Jive Riot
Ballroom Dancing
Southern Steppers
BOKB
Solent School of Dance*

Wednesday

Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Creation Station
Bumble Beez
Titchfield Luncheon Club
Southern Steppers
Teapot Crafters
Solent School of Dance
Sea Scouts*
Tai Chi
Bridge Club
Solent Dog Training Group
Gardeners’ Club (1st)

Friday

NCT Bumps & Babies
Card Making
Crofton Judo Club
Toddler Sense

Viewing
Auction

Tuesday
9.15 – 1.30pm
9.00 - 12noon
12.00 – 2.00pm
1.30 – 7.00pm
7.00 – 10.30pm
8.00 – 11.00pm
6.15 - 10.00pm
7.30 - 9.30pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
6.00 - 8.00pm

9.15 - 1.30pm
9.14 - 12noon
10.00-12noon
10.30 – 2.00pm
1.30 – 3.30pm
1.30 - 4.30pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.00 – 10.30pm
7.15 – 10.00pm
7.30 –10.00pm

10.00 - 12 noon
9.30am - 12.30pm
6.30pm - 9.30pm
9.00 - 12.30pm

Available for Functions
*TermTime only

5.30-6.30pm
6.30pm
1.00pm - 6.30pm

See page 18 for
names and telephone
numbers of contacts
for the Groups and
Clubs listed on
this page

Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Titchfield Abbey W.I. (2nd)
N.A.D.F.A.S (3rd)
Tea Dance
Beavers*
Southern Steppers
Karate
History Society (3rd) Sept – May
French Conversation (1st & 3rd)
Rugby Tots*
Perform*
Oasis
Slimming World
Better Body Fitness

Thursday

Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Home Education*
Ladies Badminton*
Word Wrights (1st and 3rd)
Bowling Club (Oct-April)
Kick Boxing/Kung Fu/Tai Chi
Ballroom Dance Classes
Cubs
Southern Steppers
Photographic Group
Oasis

9.15 – 1.30pm
9.30 – 2.00pm
10.00 – 12.30pm
1.30 –4.00pm
5.30 - 7.00pm
7.00 - 9.30pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.30 –10.00pm
7.30 - 9.00pm
10.30 - 12.30pm
3.30 - 6.00pm
7.00 - 8.30pm
4.30 - 9.00pm
8.30 - 10.30pm

9.15 – 1.30pm
9.30 - 12.30pm
10.30 – 12.30pm
1.30 – 3.30pm
2.00 – 5.00pm
7.00 – 9.45pm
5.15 - 10.30pm
6.30 - 8.00pm
7.30 -9.30pm
7.30- 9.30pm
7.00 - 9.00pm

Saturday

Solent School of Dance 9.30am - 12.00pm
Slimming World
8.30am - 12.30pm
Tai Chi
1.00pm - 4.00pm

Available for Functions
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Titchfield Festival Theatre
St Margaret’s Arts

Titchfield Film Nights - at Titchfield Festival Theatre
Films for the 2015 Autumn season

Woman in Gold (Cert 12A)
Thursday 3rd September
Far from the Madding Crowd (Cert 12A)
Thursday 1st October
Mr Holmes (Cert PG)
Thursday 5th November
A Royal Night Out (Cert 12A)
Thursday 3rd December
Please put the dates in your diary and we look forward to seeing you.
Films will be detailed on the Titchfield Moviola web site
http://www.titchfieldmoviola.com
Tickets (£6 each) are on sale at Memory Lane and The Village Fruit and Vegetable Shop
in the Square and on the door (subject to availability).

Titchfield Festival Theatre

Just one production from TFT in August - "Othello", Shakespeare's romantic tragedy of
the Moor of Venice, is brought to life in a stunning new adaptation in The Great Barn,
Mill Lane, Titchfield. As the secret wedding of Othello and Desdemona ignites the
simmering prejudices, jealousy and fears of society, the villainous Iago seizes his
opportunity to twist events to his own ends, and Othello meets all the prejudices of the
imperial overlord. "Othello" will tell its tragic story and explore themes of race, love and
betrayal. This new production will enthrall and grip as Othello descends into a pit of
morbid jealousy.

Friends of St Peter’s
Jazz and Strawberries

An afternoon of sunshine and heat in July
combined with jazz, strawberries, dance
and a hog roast was the scene at
Titchfield’s Great Barn when the Friends
of St Peter’s held their latest fund-raising
venture. Music was provided by the
Milton James Five and Henry, Paddy and
Blaise. Jive Riot treated the many
visitors to a stunning dance display,

Book us for your next !

Party!
Phone 01329 842933!
titchfield.ca@btconnect.com!

Titchfield Open Gardens

Judging by the number of smiling faces to be
seen around Titchfield on a Sunday in June it
was easy to draw the conclusion that the
Titchfield Open Gardens event was being
enjoyed by the nearly 600 people who came
into the village for the occasion. Organised
by the Friends of St Peter’s twelve village
gardens were lovingly prepared by their
owners to the delight of the visitors.

Outside the Barn members of the Friends
served up generous helpings of Hog
Roast supplied by Hadlows the Titchfield
butchers and strawberries from Hollam
Nurseries.
The Great Barn, home of the Titchfield
Festival Theatre is one of the largest
medieval barns in England is thought to
have been built in the early part of the
15th century.

The play will run from Wednesday 26th August to Saturday 5th September, at 7.30 pm.
For more information and booking. ring The Box Office at 01329 556156, or go to the
website, www.titchfieldfestivaltheattre.com

Titchfield !
Community !
From £150!
Centre!
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Cllr Connie Hockley with
Tim Mason in his garden

Frances Knight, chair of the Friends of St
Peter’s said “Thank you so much for
supporting this wonderful event. We
raised £1820 for the Friends! We
received many 'Thank You' emails and
letters - it was clearly very well received.
We have also to thank our sponsors Hadlows, Hollam Nurseries, Titchfield
Festival Theatre and Soothills for without
their generosity we would not have raised
as much as we did.
And of course the Committee who worked
very hard to make the day a success”

Ranging from the large and spectacular with
roses and summer flowers to die for to the
small bijou gardens with a selection of
unusual plants there was something for
everyone to enjoy on what was a most
pleasant sunny afternoon. Garden owners
were always ready to share their horticultural
expertise with the visitors and some offered
tea and cakes to make the afternoon an even
more enjoyable experience.
The committee of the Friends of St Peter’s
would like to thank all those villagers who
opened their gardens from which £4200 was
raised from ticket sales and tea and cakes.
The event had been widely publicised,
including a mention in the Daily Telegraph as
well at a spot on Sunday morning's Nick
Girdler programme on Radio Solent.
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In Your Garden
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Community Association Life Membership for Peter and Julia Mills
By Julian Gibbs
At its quarterly Management Meeting on
3rd June, the Chairman, Julian Gibbs,
proposed that Peter and Julia Mills be
awarded Honorary Life Membership of
the Association for support and service to
the Association and Titchfield. In
presenting the motion, the Chairman
noted that Peter Mills has been Treasurer
of the Association since 2008 but has also
been very active in the History Society,
recently retiring as its chairman. Peter
also chairs the Oasis Youth Club Steering
Committee and the TCA Enterprise Board
which controls the licensed activities at
the Community Centre.
During his time as Treasurer, Peter has
steered the Association’s finances through
some difficult times – especially the
financial downturn a few years ago. Julia
has been a member of the Village Trust
for a number of years and recently stood
down as its Secretary. Julia was
responsible for recording village events
for the Trust and also for instituting the
annual village litter pick-up over several
years.
It is principally down to Peter and Julia
that the Oasis Youth Club was re-born a
few years ago with support from the
Police, Y Services and many local
organisations, and its current success is in
no small way down to their involvement.
Between them, Julia and Peter have
identified and sought various sources of
funding to keep Oasis going and to enable
it to develop and grow to its current size.
Not only have they been instrumental in
keeping Oasis operational, they can often
be found at the Oasis Club room
supporting the Youth leaders and helping
with the members. The success of Oasis

is reported on elsewhere in Titchfield
News (see page 5).
The members of the Management
Committee unanimously supported the
proposal for Peter and Julia and their Life
Memberships will be formally presented
at the Annual General meeting of the
Association next March. Life
Membership of the Association is
awarded to members of the Association
and others for significant personal service
over a period of time. As its name says,
the award is Honorary: there are no direct
benefits as such and recipients frequently
end up working even harder for the
Community than before.
In responding to the proposal, Peter Mills
spoke as follows:
I never get past being amazed by this
village: it is quite extraordinary in the
things that it does. The Jubilee –
Titchfield had 17 separate activities –
[for] other members of my family living
elsewhere there might be one thing
happening or two things happening:
[here] it was utterly different. How many
other small villages have I don’t know
how many different theatrical
organisations of one kind or another:
there’s the Festival Theatre, there’s the
Shakespearian Theatre; I know the
Pantomime at present has had to close: I
would not be at all surprised if something
takes its place before long; it’s an
astonishing village and it’s a great
privilege to live in it and to help in its
activities. I’m thrilled by this, thank you
very much indeed and I thank all of you: I
do appreciate it greatly and so will Julia
when I carry the tidings home. Thank
you.

Perennial Passions

By Robert Blake

Kevin Hobbs,
flowers such as
Wholesale
Echinacea,
Director of
Heleniums,
Hillier’s Nursery,
Achilleas,
gave a
Eupatorium
fascinating talk
purpureum (Joe
to the Gardeners’
Pye weed) and
Club based on
Persicaria.
their involvement
Planting is carried
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park
in the creation of
out in big bold
the Olympic Park at Stratford between
swathes with about 12 plants in each
2010 and 2014. Hillier won the contract
group. Tall grasses such as Miscanthus
to supply some 4000 four to eleven
sinensis ‘Gracillimus’ are used to
metre high, semi-mature native trees for
provide a vertical emphasis amongst
the London 2012 Olympic Park, having
drifts of flowers and foliage. Selftaken a risk by starting to grow their
seeding and the natural migration of
stock when the Olympic bid result was
plants is allowed, giving the gardens a
announced in 2005.
relaxed style.
Sir Harold Hillier founded the Company
in 1864 at the arboretum near Romsey
that bears his name. It now runs twelve
garden centres stretching from Banbury
to Eastbourne and supplies perennial
plants to many nurseries. This year
Hillier won its 70th consecutive gold
medal at the Chelsea Flower Show.
As part of the legacy work after 2012,
the famous Dutch designer, Piet Oudolf,
chose Hillier to supply grasses and
perennial shrubs for his pioneering
Prairie style planting at the 568-acre
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, which
fully opened in April last year. He
combines prairie grasses such as
Miscanthus nepalensis, Pennisetum and
Stipa, all of which are clump forming,
with more unusual varieties of perennial

Piet has designed gardens in his native
Holland as well as in western Ireland
and the United States. Prairie gardens
are usually on a large scale but it is
possible to create them in a small
garden and two examples can be found
at Sussex Prairie Gardens near Henfield
(Telephone 01273 495902 or visit the
link at https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/
gardendetails?gardenid=1132.
Finally, if you want to see the results of
Hillier’s work at the Olympic Park then
you can find out about visits at http://
queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk/thepark. It is only a short walk from
Stratford tube station, which is served
by the Jubilee line and Docklands Light
Railway.
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Titchfield Primary School

Titchfield History Society

A Divine Summers Evening
by Colin Wilton-Smith
The Summer events for the
History Society are in full
swing. In June members
visited Portchester for a
guided walk along the
historic Castle Street.

George Watts our
President and Ken
Groves (Vice
President) gave
members conducted
tours of the Abbey,
revealing the history
Almost 40 members and
and events relating to
guests gathered for the now
this fascinating
regular “Picnic in the
building, and in this
Abbey” on 17th July. A
600th year of The
somewhat breezy and
Battle of Agincourt it
cloudy afternoon gave way
is worth recording that
to a sunny, not quite so
this was the location
Diviner Laurie Booth (left)
balmy evening, but we
where Henry V spent his
with trainee
congregated in the sun.
last night before leaving for France and
the Battle.
Once everyone had tucked into their
picnics, Marilyn Wilton-Smith, our new
chairman introduced Laurie Booth who
demonstrated the art of Dowsing or
Divining. He demonstrated how he
could locate several features of the
Abbey and the various methods used in
the art of dowsing. He then called upon
some of the more sceptical members to
test their skills, with amazing results.
This was followed by many of the other
members taking up the challenge.
Coffee Morning in aid of Cancer
Research
There will be a Coffee Morning on
Wednesday, 12th August, from 10.00
am till 12.00 noon, in the Church
Hall, St Mary's Church. Church Road,
Warsash, in aid of the Eve Appeal.
The charity has been working for
some seven years to advance the
understanding of ovarian and breast
cancers, and are close to being able to
predict the risk of cancer and detect it
earlier. As well as refreshments there
will be a book stall, children's stall
and others, and donations are always
welcome.

During the course of the evening a raffle
was held with many prizes donated by
local businesses. The sum of £70 was
raised for Oasis the youth organisation
in the village.
A fine and entertaining evening once
again enjoyed by all.
Our new season begins on Tuesday 14th
September. New members are welcome.
If you are interested please contact us on
wilton.smith123@btinternet.com.

Village
Greengrocer
The Square, Titchfield

Fresh Produce Daily
Locally sourced where possible
Fresh Eggs
Flowers & Pot plants
Free Local Delivery
Orders Welcome
Friendly, Helpful Service
Call in and see us
Open Monday - Saturday
7.30am - 5pm
Tel: 07881965632 or 01329 847897
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Mike Bainbridge bids a fond farewell to Titchfield
as he heads for a new job overseas
I enjoyed a very special evening this week
with the Rev Susan, our fabulous editor
and the lovely people from the Open the
Book group who have visited our school
every month for the past eleven years. It
was special because it enabled me to
reflect peacefully on my time at Titchfield
and also to look forward to the adventures
ahead. I will treasure the memory of that
evening always.
Last week our young governors took great
pride in showing around nine people who
booked times to visit our school because
they are interested in becoming the
school’s new Head teacher. In a climate
where Head teacher recruitment is
problematic this bodes well for the future
of our school.
This year’s Leavers assembly in St Peter’s
was one to really savour and enjoy. The
service has become a unique feature of
school life and one that I’m sure will
continue. It was noticeable how the year R
children knew all the year 6 children and
had fun trying to guess who it was from
their baby photo’s. The whole service was
very moving and capped by carefully
chosen words from the Reverend Susan
and our Chair of Governors Nick Girdler.
The circus came to Titchfield Primary last
week and what an occasion that proved to
be. The children absolutely loved it and
again a huge thanks to our amazing PTA
for organising the event. As I scanned the
big top again I reflected on what a
privilege it has been to have been part of
this community surrounded by such a
fantastic mix of people. Many people have
commented on my leadership of the
school and for ‘turning it around’. I truly
believe however that this has been a
period in my life where I’ve been lucky to
work with such wonderful people who

have been instrumental in putting our
school firmly on the map.
Our national test results are fantastic this
year with significant numbers of children
attaining the highest levels. Moreover our
year 6 children will take away wonderful
memories from their time at Titchfield.
This year’s group of young people are
very outward looking and have given so
much back to the school. I believe that our
school has enabled them to become
thoroughly good citizens and to see the
value of doing others a good turn.
This morning I led my final certificate of
achievement with the children and
reflected on other memorable assemblies.
Miss Carty’s immediately sprung to mind
when the staff surprised her with a song
and the children shrieked with joy. The
Pans rendition of ‘Kung Fu Fighting” for
Mrs Anthony was also a hit as was my
good self and Mr Howard performing our
version of the Weather Girls hit ‘Raining
Men’. School life at Titchfield is so often
typified by people who go the extra mile
and I truly believe that our children have
been fortunate to have such positive role
models in their lives
I’ve never underestimated the power of
education. Mr Badger, my English teacher
when I was 12 commented that ‘Michael
will gain a great deal of pleasure from
writing later on in life’. I don’t know how
he knew that then but I’m certain my
experiences whilst Head of Titchfield will
fuel the confidence needed to step out in
to a new chapter in more ways than one.
Thank you all for all your support and I’ll
definitely keep in touch. The editor has
promised a slot for next summer when I
can update you all. All the very best for
the future.
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The story of one woman’s pilgrimage to Santiago in Spain as told
by Rachel Trevithick at St Peter’s Patronal Festival in June
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Camino de Santiago – 2015

In May of this year I
whole of Spain and
spent 32 days walking
my only experience of
800 kilometres or 500
serious walking was a
miles across the top of
four day Duke of
Northern Spain,
Edinburgh hike in my
following in the
second year of college,
footsteps of millions
I didn’t think I was
of Pilgrims throughout
really up for the
the centuries. This
challenge. I also
ancient pilgrimage
wasn’t sure that I even
known as ‘The Way of
liked walking that
St James’ or in
much!
Spanish ‘el Camino de
Santiago’, originates
from a legend dating
Hills as far as the eye could see covered in However,
back to the year 813,
circumstances made it
beautiful mystical rolling cloud
when a vision revealed
possible that I could
the whereabouts of a
take five weeks off
tomb containing what is believed to be the
work, using accumulated annual leave and
body of James the Great, one of Jesus’
by taking advantage of two May bank
disciples. News of the tomb spread and
holiday weekends.
soon pilgrims from all over Europe began
to make the long walk to Santiago.
At first I told myself I wouldn’t take it too
seriously. If one day I didn’t feel like
I first heard about the Camino de Santiago
walking I’d have a rest day and catch up
from a colleague at work. He had visited
by bus. Perhaps I would treat Sunday as a
Santiago and had witnessed pilgrims
day of rest and stay in a nice comfortable
entering the city at the end of their long
hotel or I would use the backpack carrying
journey, carrying wooden starves and
service to send my bag ahead of me and
backpacks, looking weathered but happy.
give my shoulders a rest. All of these
A couple of years passed and I was
options are available and used widely by
chatting to my Mum, Janet, about a Lent
many Pilgrims; however once I started my
course she was studying with her Home
journey I knew that I wanted to travel the
Group all about ‘The Way of St James’
whole way using just my own two feet and
and my interest was piqued once again. It
carrying everything I needed with me.
was Mum then that recommended I watch
a well known film all about the walk
The route I was taking starts in a beautiful
called ‘The Way’ starring Martin Sheen,
small French town called St Jean Pied de
which I would thoroughly recommend, as
Port and the first day is a climb of 1500
it really does capture the true sprit of the
metres up and over the Pyrenees into
Camino.
Spain. Not really knowing what to do I set
off at 6.30am thinking there would be lots
When I first heard about the Camino I had
of Pilgrims walking at this same time,
no intention of walking the whole route.
however to my horror no one seemed to be
Given it’s an 800 kilometre trek across the
around.

I was just facing the scary realisation
that I might actually have to walk the
first day over the Pyrenees alone and
raising a thought to God about what I
should do, when a girl came running
down the path, having seen me pass,
who was also walking alone. She was an
American called Jen, about my own age,
and we quickly became friends and
ended up walking the whole 32 days
together! Silently I gave a massive
prayer of thanks to God for sending Jen
my way and letting me know I wasn’t
alone after all.
Aside from all the
breath-taking views
and beautiful
scenery, for me the
high moments of
my adventure were
meeting people
from all around the
world and sharing
in the Camino
community. You
learn that every
pilgrim has their
own story or reason
for being there and
to appreciate the
time spent with
each person, as you
might not ever see
them again.

midday.
Walking into a
busy and noisy
city can take
some
adjustment as
it’s so different
from the quiet
Rachel Trevithick
and tranquillity
of the countryside, but as soon as you
reach the heart of Santiago or catch a
glimpse of the towering cathedral you
really do feel a great sense of achieving
your goal. The buzz of the city is
infectious. There is music
on the streets and crowds
of Pilgrims gathered
around, greeting each
other in welcome and
jubilation for making it
to the end!

The great thing about the
Camino de Santiago is
that it’s a great leveller.
It doesn’t matter how old
or young you are, male
or female, experienced
or not experienced at
walking, every person
has their own struggles
along the way and it’s a
great achievement for all
to reach the end. There
are many different routes
By some miracle of
you can take to Santiago.
planning, the day I
I walked part of the
reached the end of
French route as it’s the
“I’ve made it!”
my journey at
most popular, but equally
Santiago was also the day I turned the
I would one day like to walk the route
grand old age of 30! On this day we got
that runs up through Portugal. Ultimately
up even earlier than usual, at 5am, in
whichever direction you go to get to
order that we could make the Pilgrims
Santiago doesn’t really matter, it’s the
mass held everyday in the Cathedral at
journey and the trust you place in God to
get you there that really counts.

