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FROM THE
EDITOR’S DESK

The Village Voices project turned out to be a huge success from the dramatisation of the
Titchfield Tapestries to the publication of the Village Voices book which was launched at a
special event in October. Prime movers of the project were Ross and Jill Underwood and in
“Village Voices - the great book launch” (page 12) Ross writes of the thinking behind the idea and
the practical steps taken to bring it to fruition.
The visit to St Peter’s Church by Fareham MP Suella Fernandes (page 8) at the invitation of the
Friends of St Peter’s was another successful event for the Friends as the audience heard her
describe her introduction to parliamentary life.
The children of Titchfield Primary School (page 9) attended a Life Exhibition at St John’s Church
Locks Heath where they learned the thinking behind Christian beliefs using modern technology
while a delve back into local history is the subject of David Mugford’s report from the History
Society (page 10) on “More Wriothesley Wriddles”.
Christmas is nearly upon us and in her article the Revd Janet Trevithick (page 2) looks forward to
the Nativity Festival in St Peter’s on 12th December, while on the same day the Friends of St
Peter’s have organised a “Winter Glitz’ Christmas party (page 4) in the evening. However, it is
appropriate also at this time that we remember those less fortunate who make use of Food Banks
(page 19) particularly the one in our area.
You will find lots of information throughout the magazine about events taking place in the run-up
to the festive season and it therefore just remains for all of us at Titchfield News to wish all our
readers, advertisers, contributors and distributors a Very Happy Christmas.
Brian Patten
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St Peter's Church, Titchfield
‘For unto us a Child is Born, unto us a Son is Given’

www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk

Isaiah 9 v6.

Christmas Services at St Peter’s

by The Revd Janet Trevithick

This December, at St Peter’s, we are
holding a Nativity Festival alongside
our annual Christmas Bazaar. I must
confess that I have never actually been
to a Nativity Festival but have heard
many encouraging accounts from those
who have. They say what a wonderful
sight it is and how it provides a very
moving experience of the Christmas
story and helps to keep our focus
completely on the reason for the whole
Christmas season which is of course
the birth of Jesus; the child who was
born over two thousand years ago, in
such humble circumstances and in that
dangerous and troubled part of the
world.
Today as war, violence and occupation
in the Middle East and parts of Africa
continue to dominate the news, we
have witnessed on our TV screens the
unfolding human tragedy of streams of
people fleeing from their homelands in
fear of persecution causing, what has
been named in the media as, the
‘migrant crisis’.
It is with mixed emotions that we
watch the news reports from Europe;
sadness and compassion for the young
families forced to make the perilous
journey with so few belongings and no
place to call home; shock and horror at
some of the stories they bring with
them of beatings and atrocities carried
out by the invading forces that want to
rule with violence and fear - and then
perhaps a little suspicion as we
question the motives of some who
arrive on Europe’s shores…. and our
emotions have been tested further by
the recent tragedy in Paris.
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With all this going on in the world and
knowing that so many are far from
home and in very poor circumstances
how can we, with a clear conscience,
rejoice and celebrate the most
important event in the history of the
world? How should we react? How can
we help? Perhaps we have much to
learn about caring for all God’s people
as we look on in wonder at all the
various nativity scenes in St Peter’s
festival, remembering God’s gift to us.

Sunday 20th December
6.30pm - Nine Lessons and Carol Service
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Carol Services at 4pm and 6pm
Midnight Communion
11.15pm
Christmas Day
8am 1662 Communion
10.00am Crib Service with Communion

Next Café Connect in the Parish Room
Sunday 20th December
10.45 am - 12.30pm

From the Registers
The Bible tells us that God loved, and
loves still, the world so much that he
sent his Son to live amongst us. Jesus
was born in the most primitive of
circumstances; he made himself
vulnerable and lived amongst the poor
and discarded of society. He came, not
only to make a way for us back into a
relationship with God, but to turn the
values of the world upside down.
To complete the words of Isaiah ‘For
unto us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be on
his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace…..
….and we do all pray earnestly for
Peace. I wish you all a very blessed,
peaceful and thoughtful Christmas
Season.

Baptisms
1st November

Funerals

Oliver William Stephenson
Horatio Fox Seward

30th October

Beryl Geraldine Eves (85)

Weddings
24th October

David Filtness and Hayley Sae Kang

Regular activities at St Peter’s Church
Bell Ringing Practice
Wednesday 7.30pm - 9.00
Morning Prayer
Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 8.15am

Teddy Bear Praise
Wednesday in term time 2pm - 3pm
Choir Practice
Thursday
7pm

News from St Peter’s
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St Peter's Church,
Titchfield
Church Street
Titchfield
Hampshire
PO14 4AG.

Vicar: Revd Susan Allman
Curate: Revd Janet Trevithick

Sunday Services for December

6th December
8.00am
10.00am
11.30am

The Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion (1662)
Family Service
Matins

13th December
8.00am
10.00am

The Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion (1662)
Parish Communion

20th December
8.00am
10.00am
6.30pm

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion (1662)
Parish Communion
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

27th December
8.00am
10.00am

The First Sunday of Christmas
Holy Communion (1662)
Parish Communion

3rd January
8.00am
10.00am

January
Holy Communion (1662)
Family Service

Traidcraft
Your one-stop for Christmas shopping!
Traidcraft stalls are back on 6th
December in church with a wide selection
of Christmas goods, including cards,
wrapping paper and gift ideas – edible
and otherwise. We’ll also have all the
usual Fairtrade goods.

Calling all current and aspiring
St Peter’s Home Group members
Tea on
the 10th
Come and meet the other groups, chat
about what they have been doing and
how they have got on with the material
we have been studying, and discuss the
future.
If you don’t currently belong to a home
group but are thinking it might be for
you, come and find out what it is all
about.
Sunday 10th January 2016 from
4.00 pm – 5.30 pm in the Parish Rooms
for tea and cake.

Churches Homeless Action:
Christmas Voucher Scheme

Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress
and who needs the support of prayer?
ST PETER’S PRAYERLINE please contact
Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265
or Doreen White
01329 843544

As in previous years, St Peter’s Church is
supporting the voucher scheme. To join
in, £5 gift cards can be purchased at
Tesco, Asda, Sainsbury’s and Argos or,
you can make a cash donation towards
the purchase of vouchers.
You can write a card to accompany your
gift to personalise it. See notice board at
the back of the church for more
information.
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St Peter’s Nativity Festival and
Christmas Bazaar
Saturday 12th December
The Christmas Bazaar will be
from 10am-4pm. As usual
proceeds will go to the
homeless. Offers to help on the
day will be much appreciated, as
will unwanted Christmas
presents, raffle prizes, cakes,
jams, chutneys etc! For details
please contact Sheila Hignell
[01329 845007]
Have you a Christmas Tree
stand we could borrow - we
need three. Donations of bottles
of red wine (suitable for mulled
wine) would be appreciated.
Please leave in Church office or
contact Janet Trevithick
01329 668957.
Basics Bank
13th December
Thank you for all recent
contributions, it is appreciated by
the Bank. They could also put to
good use any unwanted hats, gloves
and scarves that you may have. Just
drop them into the Basics Bank box
at the back of church any time
ready for the next collection.
Café Connect
Café Connect in the Parish Room
20th December from 10.45 am 12.30 pm
Messy Church
No Messy Church in December
Next meeting on 25th January
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Titchfield & District News
Magazine distributor retires

The Friends of St Peter’s invite you to
Winter Glitz A Village Party
Where:
When:
Who:
Dress:
Why::

The Parish Room
Saturday 12th December
Everyone Welcome!
Sparkle
Live entertainment, Bar,
Canapés, Fun
Doors open 7.30pm
Sleighs 10.30pm

Ann Bowden, one of our team of
Titchfield News distributors will be
retiring from her position this month
after 35 years in the job. Month in
and month out, in all weathers, Ann
has deposited this magazine through
the letter-boxes of her grateful
customers in the Mill Street area of
the village but now feels that the time
is right to give it up.
On behalf of all involved with the
magazine thank you Ann for all your
efforts over 35 years. You will be
hard to replace.

Golden Wedding
Judy and John Ekins are intending to
celebrate 50 years of marriage with a
service of thanksgiving at St Peter’s
Church at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday
December 19th.

Tickets £8: available from
Hadlows Butchers & No.7 Church Street
All proceeds go to the Friends of St Peter’s –
maintaining the fabric of our beautiful
Church.www.friends-of-st-peters.org

J. West Christmas Trees
of Titchfield

Premium Cut Xmas trees
All sizes available
10% off Tree Voucher
Tree stands
Traditional Titchfield Wall brackets
Indoor, Outdoor, LED
& Battery Operated Xmas Lights
On sale from 28th November 2015
at St Margaret’s Fuchsia Nursery,
Titchfield
Open 7 days a week 9am - 6pm
To pre-order your tree or for any enquiries
please contact me on 07792349130

They would be delighted if friends
from the St Peter’s community could
join them for this special occasion.

Fareham Philharmonic Choir
Saturday 12 December 2015
7.30pm, Holy Trinity, Fareham

Fareham Philharmonic Choir will be
presenting their annual 'Christmas
Carols and Messiah' concert on
Saturday 12th December. The
concert will feature the Christmas
Oratorio choruses from Handel's
Messiah Part 1 followed by carols
for audience and choir to
sing. Tickets £9.50, £7.50 (conc)
and £2 (under 16 and students) from
the FPC box office 01329-664948,
Community Action Fareham
01329-213899, choir members, or
on the door on the night. This
should get you into the spirit of
Christmas!

Titchfield Digest
Children’s books popular this
Christmas
Children’s books ae set to rival adult
fiction under the Christmas tree this
winter. According to the list recently
released by the book trade, this year’s
500 potential best-sellers include 115
children’s books.
That is double the number from last
year, when it was only 50. Children’s
fiction certainly seems to be bucking
the digital revolution. Look out for:
An Eagle in the Snow (Michael
Morpurgo) , Aliens Love Dinopants
(Claire Freedman) Tom Gates9 (Liz
Pichon) and Little Stars (Jacqueline
Wilson.)

United Reformed Church,
Sarisbury Green

Saturday 19th December,
10.00 am to 3.00 pm Christmas flowers
"Mistletoe and Wine".
You are invited to view the floral
arrangements and share a coffee and
mince pie. Admission free.
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The Meon Valley DVD
A Journey of Discovery
The South Downs and Rover Meon have
attracted settlers since pre-history
• Video of River Meon from source to sea
•
• Unique aerial footage of landscapes, villages,
churches and heritage
•
• Historical overview from the Iron, Bronze and
Roman eras to recent past
•
• The Saxon era and its story
•
• Archaeological evidence
•
• Primary School Curriculum resource
•
• A great gift for family, friends and visitors
For more information & to purchase online
www.meonvalleyarchaeology.org.uk
£7.95 (individuals)
£5.00 (schools & heritage societies); (plus P&P)
proceeds to Meon Valley Charity

Hold Your Party
at
Titchfield Community Centre
01329 842933
titchfieldca@btconnect.com
titchfieldcommunitycentre.weebly.com
Reg Charity 1109062
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Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust

Hazel Fotheringham from the Wildlife
Trust gave a most informative talk to the
Gardeners’ Club on the activities of the
Trust in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.
The overall organisation is known as the
Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts and is
made up of 47 local Trusts. Collectively
they are the third largest landowners in the
UK, looking after 2300 nature reserves.
50 of these are in Hampshire and the Isle
of Wight and are supported by 27,500
members.
All the trusts are involved in conservation
with the aim of preserving wildlife and
biodiversity, developing wildlife corridors
and educating the public. Farmers are
now being paid to put back hedges, which
supports these aims. Significant emphasis
is placed on educating children from preschool age to 14 years, through talks,
bush-craft weekends and two-week forest
schools. Our area contains salt water
marshes, heath and chalk lands and chalk
streams such as the rivers Itchen, Test and
Meon. 75% of the world’s chalk streams
are in England and special projects in
Hampshire are aimed at protecting and
preserving them. Hazel highlighted some
examples of our nature reserves:
Close to home we have Titchfield Haven,
where 300 water voles were released a
few years ago, and Swanwick Lakes
where many spotted orchids can be seen
in June.
Blashford Lakes, two miles north of
Ringwood, has been created from old
gravel pits and is now used for water
storage. It is surrounded by grassland and
here you can see Great White Egrets,
Ospreys and otters, which are also found
on every river in Hampshire.
If you are visiting towards dusk during
late autumn, you may be lucky to see up

Titchfield & District News
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In your garden by Robert Blake
to 250,000 starlings doing their
breathtaking aerobatic displays, the
reasons for which remain unknown.
Videos of these murmurations can be seen
online by putting ‘Blashford Lake
starlings’ into your search engine.
Testwood Lakes (near Junction 2 of the
M27) is owned by Southern Water and
managed by the Wildlife Trust. There are
purpose built Sand Martin banks for
nesting and in the summer you will find
large numbers of dragon and damsel flies.
For anyone visiting the Isle of Wight, the
48-acre Arreton Down is undisturbed
fine chalk grassland supporting some 40
different wildflower species per square
metre. There are large numbers of
butterflies including the Adonis Blue,
Chalkhill Blue and Brown Argus.
Bouldnor Forest just outside Yarmouth
has nice walks and is home to a large
number of red squirrels, as its larger grey
cousin is not permitted on the island!
Hazel finished her well-illustrated talk on
the subject of controlling TB within the
badger population. Statistics show that
culling 70% of badgers in a social group
reduces the incidence of TB by 12-15%.
However, 14 Wildlife Trusts, including
Hampshire, are trapping badgers,
vaccinating and then releasing them.
They are in the third year of a five year
programme and results indicate that
vaccinating more than a third of the adults
in a group leads to 79% of the cubs born
free of TB. However, this method is
labour intensive and expensive, with a
dose costing £5 and each trap £100.
If you want to learn more about the
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust or become a member, then visit their
website at http://www.hiwwt.org.uk/.

The Haven Breast Cancer
Support Centre

The Wessex Haven opened in
October in Titchfield, at 35 The
Square. It is a charity that supports
anyone affected by breast cancer,
providing a wide range of therapies
and advice. Entirely without charge,
people and their families can receive
emotional support, complementary
therapies, advice on healthy eating,
exercise, relaxation and meditation,
seminars and workshops on a wide
range of subjects, and advice on
welfare benefits.

Their team of professional therapists,
headed up by a specialist cancer
nurse, work alongside medical
treatments, liaising with consultants
and GPs, but there is no need for a
medical referral - you can just walk
in to the Titchfield Centre, or contact
them by phone on 01329 845337, or
on line at
wessexreception@thehaven.org.uk
They very much hope anyone coping
with breast cancer will get in touch.

Titchfield Youth Theatre is
recruiting!

by Frances Patterson
Titchfield Youth Theatre is looking
for more boys and girls, aged
between seven and sixteen, to swell
the ranks of our exciting next
production Moonfleet. Currently
meeting at Titchfield Community
Centre while extensive building work
is carried out at the theatre in
St Margaret's Lane, we will be
returning to the theatre after
Christmas. The show will go on in
February.
We meet on Saturdays between 10am
and 1pm and try to present on
average three shows a year. There are
opportunities for youngsters to
perform in the main theatre plays as
well, both at St Margaret's Lane and
at the Great Barn in Mill Lane during
the summer Shakespeare Festival,
where they learn very quickly that
Shakespeare is great fun and not
scary at all.
The experience they gain by
belonging to a Youth Theatre is
invaluable. We have seen so many
youngsters overcome problems to
become confident and outgoing.
They are very quickly absorbed into
the group, and become a
team, learning from each other and
taking care of each other. if you have
a child who yearns for the stage, give
us a call! (We are a dramatic group,
we do not do musical theatre)
Please e-mail Julian or Frankie on
juliansluggett@yahoo.com or
franpatterson@gmail.com, we'll be
delighted to hear from you.

Titchfield
Evangelical Church
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Titchfield News
In praise of the Food Bank

by Jill Hill

The Story of Joseph, son of Jacob

As we learnt last month, Joseph was the
son of Jacob, but the story is rather
longer than that.
Jacob went to his uncle, Laban, to seek
a wife. He met Laban's daughter Rachel
and fell in love with her. Laban said that
he should work for him to gain her and
he did that for seven years. Laban then,
perhaps unkindly, said that he should
take the elder daughter, Leah first and he
was given to work for seven more years
in order to have Rachel whom he
married at the end of a week of marriage
festivities for Leah but then had to work
a further seven years for Rachel.
Leah was probably as good looking as
her younger sister but Jacob loved
Rachel and therefore Leah had to take
second place. She did, however bear him
six sons, hoping to please Jacob. After
this, the two ladies gave their servants
to Jacob and they provided a further
four sons! Meantime, Rachel was
barren. At long last, she had a son and
called him Joseph and he soon became
his father's favourite, incurring the
jealousy of the older sons. Finally,
Rachel gave birth to Benjamin.
This kind of 'tangle' we are not likely to
face and, if we did, it would be very
hard to keep jealousy between the wives
at bay. Leah is recognised for her
kindness and fortitude.
Jealousy, because of Jacob's obvious
preference by his father and his gift of
the 'coat of many colours', leads us into
the next part of Joseph's life.

His brothers thought to kill him, but the
eldest, Reuben, said they should
imprison him for the time being. They
did this and made it appear that he'd
been taken by an animal by soaking his
coat with blood to convince his father.
It so happened that a caravan of
merchants came along, on their way to
Egypt so they sold Joseph to them.
They, in turn, sold him to Potiphar, the
chief of the guard in Egypt. From slave,
he became a servant and later still
second only to Pharaoh.
This changed when Pharaoh’s wife tried
to seduce him. He refused her attentions,
then she claimed that he had raped her
and he was flung into prison. While he
was there, he interpreted dreams,
correctly and when Pharaoh had a dream
which he could not understand, Joseph
was brought to him and he was able to
show what it meant and was re-instated.
The dream forecasted years of plenty
to be followed by years of drought so
Joseph stored in the good years to
supply the lean years.
People came from far and wide to get
Egypt's grain and eventually, Joseph's
brothers came. They did not recognise
him but he made sure that they returned,
with his father, by hiding a cup in
Benjamin's sack.
A great re-union ends this part of the
story !

2015 has been the year of the Food Bank.
Suddenly, up and down the country, in
cities, towns and even villages, people
have realised that some of their
neighbours are really struggling to feed
themselves or their families. So all over
Britain there are now ‘food banks’, often
largely supported by local churches, and
under the sponsorship of a splendid
charity, the Trussell Trust.
What an excellent name - ‘Food Bank’.
It is much less patronising than the old
‘soup kitchen’ where what were once
called ‘down-and-outs’ could get a
steaming bowl of broth. These are
’banks’. And the customers of banks are
entitled to draw on what they or others
have put into them. A bank is not a place
where anyone need feel humiliated, but
an essential service. It’s sad that we have
a situation in which food banks are
necessary, but it’s good they’re there to
meet a real need.
The congregation of St Peter’s supports
Fareham and Gosport Basics Bank
which, in the last 12 months has
provided over 1,630 food parcels,

December
3rd
5th
8th
9th - 19th
12th
12th
15th
20th
21st
24th

feeding the equivalent of more than
3,200 people. Each parcel provides for a
week for people in crisis. Many parcels
also include items such as toiletries and
nappies.
The service is accessed through over 25
agencies in the local area that come into
contact with people that are likely to
require assistance, such as health visitors,
probation services, social services, job
centre plus, council housing offices and
homeless charities.
People may access the service through
these agencies in the Fareham and
Gosport area up to four times in one year.
This is to prevent them from becoming
dependant on the service and also
ensures that the Basics Bank can support
as many people as possible. The Bank
relies on these agencies to decide the
need and to manage the relationship with
their clients.
The next collection at St Peter’s will be
on Sunday 13th December.

Titchfield Diary

Titchfield Moviola - St Margaret’s Arts - 7pm
Titchfield Abbey Christmas Fair - Parish Room 10am - Noon
Titchfield Abbey WI - Community Centre - 9.30am
Titchfield Festival Theatre - St Margaret’s Arts - 7.30pm
Nativity Festival and Bazaar - St Peter’s Church - 10am - 4pm
Winter Glitz - A Village Party - Parish Room 7.30pm
Titchfield History Society - Community Centre - 7.30pm
Café Connect - Parish Room - 10.45am - 12.30pm
Titchfield WI - Parish Room - 7.30pm
Candlelight Services at St Peter’s - 4pm and 6pm

Titchfield Evangelical Church
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COMMUNITY CENTRE - CONTACTS FOR GROUPS & CLUBS
Art Show
Mr Mark Pearce
07962 200208
Ballroom Dance Classes
Mr James Taplin
01489 584502
Bonfire Boys
Hotline
07768 283725
Bowling Club
Mr Gary Rathke
01329 847795
Boxing Club
Mr Ken Charman
01489 581623
Bridge Club
Mr Derek Winslow
01489 505077
Bright Sparks Pre-School
Mrs Sally Eland
07890 087897
Card Making
Ms Amanda Fowler
07890 426945
Canine Partners
Ms Elaine Potter
01730 716017
Dog Training
Mr Brian Eldridge
02380 777916
FAREGOS - Home Education
Mrs Dee McGruer
07748 498841
Fareham Bee Keepers Association
Ms Sandra Hearn
07590 020012
French Conversation
Mr Peter Davis
01329 284417
Gardeners’ Club
Miss Wendy Nicholson
01329 842537
History Society
Mrs Marilyn Wilton-Smith
01329 843822
Crofton Judo Club
Peter Powell
07877 629135
or Les Barnes
07896 582853
Karate (KOKB)
Mr Chris Bird
07792 666932
Kung Fu & Kick-Boxing
Mr Omar El-Kilany
07575 991855
Ladies Badminton
Mrs Sylvia Lamb
01489 584948
NCT Bumps and Babes
Ms Mary-Kate Smith
0844 2436130
Oaklands
Contact TCA office
01329 842933
Oasis Youth Centre
Mr Peter Mills
01329 317912
Rugby Tots
Ms Helen Wood
0845 3133244
78 Club
Mr Edward Meads
01489 589689
Slimming World
Ms Colette May-Matthews
07727 872528
Scouts inc Beavers and Cubs
Mrs Louise Mclean
01329 842942
Solent Fine Arts Soc. (NADFAS)
Mrs Louise Ashton
01329 842441
Solent School of Dance/Drama
Mr Martin Young
01329 665801
or Miss Kirsten Young
01329 223104
Southern Steppers
Mrs Jan Harris
01329 288360
Sugarpush Tea Dance
Miss Simone Brown
07944 255574
Tai-Chi
Mr Andrew Austin
01329 510204
Tea Pot Crafters
Ms D Philpot
01329 286999
Tea Dances
Mrs Pauline Steel
01329 234562
Titchfield Abbey W.I.
Ms Rosemary Mitchell
01329 319388
Titchfield Auctions
Mrs Isobel Farmer
07720 023950
Titchfield Luncheon Club
Mr Kenneth Moore
01329 315615
Titchfield Photographic Group
Mr Phil Burner
07774 021958
WordWrights
Ms Susan Whitehead
01489 578738

Titchfield on the web

www.welcometotitchfield.co.uk
www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
www.friends-of-st-peters.org
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Calendar of events in
December
Sunday morning services at 10.30am
(meet for prayer from 10.00-10.15am)

6th December
13th December
20th December
25th December
27th December

Services in December

Bob Rule with Communion
Fred Hudson
Carol Service
Christmas Day Service
Bob Rule with Communion

Open Church on Tuesday mornings at 10.00am to 11.45am

We are open for coffee, tea and biscuits for anyone who would like to call in for
an informal chat.

Tuesday 1st December we welcome the Christian Travelling Library. A

variety of books and DVD's are available to borrow. Greetings Cards for all
occasions are always there and a last chance to purchase Christmas Cards,
Calendars and Diaries at very reasonable prices.

Prayer and Bible Study at the Church
Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm with refreshments at 9.00pm
We are currently studying the book of Nehemiah but with a change of
plan on 16th December with some kind of Social Evening yet to be
devised! Any of our friends from the Tuesday morning session are
welcome.
www.titchfield.org.uk
telephone 01329 845772
e-mail: titchfieldevangchurch@virginmedia.com

Titchfield News
The cover price of Titchfield News
will be increased to 80p with effect
from January 2016. For annual
subscribers the subscription will be
£8.00 for the 11 copies which will
be published in 2016.

Titchfield History Society

The next meeting of the History Society
will be on Tuesday 15th December in the
Malt Room of the Community Centre
when Society president George Watts will
present a lecture entitled “More about
Henry Cort.” Mulled wine and mince pies
served at this last meeting before
Christmas.
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Titchfield Community Association

Titchfield News
My first six months in the House

Fareham MP Suella Fernandes at St Peter’s

Weekly
Programme

Mill Street, Titchfield, PO14 4AB
tel: 01329 842933
fax: 01329 842407
e-mail: titchfield.ca@btconnect.com

Sunday
Suella Fernandes
MP entertained
an audience of
Titchfield
residents with
tales of her first
six months in
Parliament as
Member for
Fareham when
she gave a talk at
St Peter’s church
last month at an
event organised
by the Friends of
St Peter’s.
She described getting lost in the
labyrinth which is the Palace of
Westminster with its many corridors and
rooms and told of finding a secret
corridor when attempting to locate a
particular committee room. She said
that the language used in the House of
Commons presented a challenge
especially when having to address other
members whose name or constituency
she did not know. She said that she
didn’t much care for the shouting,
heckling and hooliganism of Prime
Minister’s questions when perfectly
civilised MPs seemed to change
character. However she does yearn to
call “Hear Hear” when agreeing with a
particular statement.
Suella Fernandes was born in London of
a Kenyan father and mother from
Mauritius, was educated at a private
school, Cambridge and the Sorbonne
graduating with a law degree.

She worked as a
barrister for 10 years
and was a member of
the Treasury Council
of Barristers. She
said that she enjoyed
working at the Bar
finding it challenging
and an excellent
training ground for a
career in politics.
Education was a lifechanger for her, she
said, and she is a
great believer and advocate of free
schools, one of which she was
instrumental in setting up in Wembley.
She has recently been appointed to the
Education Select Committee.
Ms Fernandes made her maiden speech
in the House in June during a debate on
foreign policy. She is also interested in
the Armed Services and visited an Army
group training in Canada to further her
knowledge of their activities.
She has become involved in many
activities in the Fareham and Titchfield
areas, indeed her first public
engagement as an MP was to visit St
Peter’s Fete two days after the General
Election. She recently participated in
the Great South Run raising money for
The Wessex Haven Centre in Titchfield.
Other interests include the work of the
Fareham Community Hospital, epilepsy,
over 65’s and apprentice schemes.
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Titchfield Auctions –
(The Garage)
Sugar Push Tea Dance

Viewing
Auction

Monday
Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Tai Chi
Oaklands Day Centre
Bridge Club
Ballroom Dancing
Southern Steppers
BOKB
Solent School of Dance*
Lindy Hop

9.15 - 1.30pm
1.00pm - 3.00pm
10.30 – 2.00pm
1.30 – 3.30pm
2.30 - 4.30pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.00 – 10.30pm
7.15 – 10.00pm
7.30 –10.00pm

Friday
NCT Bumps & Babies
Card Making
Crofton Judo Club
Toddler Sense

10.00 - 12 noon
9.30am - 12.30pm
6.30pm - 9.30pm
9.00 - 12.30pm

Available for Functions
*TermTime only

See page 18 for
names and telephone
numbers of contacts
for the Groups and
Clubs listed on
this page

Tuesday
9.15 – 1.30pm
12.00 – 2.00pm
1.30 – 7.00pm
7.00 – 10.30pm
6.15 - 10.00pm
7.30 - 9.30pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
6.00 - 8.00pm
8.00 - 11.00pm

Wednesday
Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Canine Partners
Titchfield Luncheon Club
Southern Steppers
Teapot Crafters
Solent School of Dance
Sea Scouts*
Tai Chi
Bridge Club
Solent Dog Training Group
Gardeners’ Club (1st)

5.30-6.30pm
6.30pm
1.00pm - 6.30pm

Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Titchfield Abbey W.I. (2nd)
N.A.D.F.A.S (3rd)
Tea Dance
Beavers*
Southern Steppers
Karate
History Society (3rd) Sept – May
French Conversation (1st & 3rd)
Rugby Tots*
Perform*
Oasis
Slimming World
Better Body Fitness

9.15 – 1.30pm
9.30 – 2.00pm
10.00 – 12.30pm
1.30 –4.00pm
5.30 - 7.00pm
7.00 - 9.30pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.30 –10.00pm
7.30 - 9.00pm
10.30 - 12.30pm
3.30 - 6.00pm
7.00 - 8.30pm
4.30 - 9.00pm
8.30 - 10.30pm

Thursday
Bright Sparks Pre-School*
FAREGOS*
Ladies Badminton*
Word Wrights (1st and 3rd)
Bowling Club (Oct-April)
Kick Boxing/Kung Fu/Tai Chi
Ballroom Dance Classes
Cubs
Southern Steppers
Photographic Group
Oasis

9.15 – 1.30pm
9.30 - 1.30pm
10.30 – 12.30pm
1.30 – 3.30pm
2.00 – 5.00pm
7.00 – 9.45pm
5.15 - 10.30pm
6.30 - 8.00pm
7.30 -9.30pm
7.30- 9.30pm
7.00 - 9.00pm

Saturday
Solent School of Dance 9.30am - 12.00pm
Slimming World
8.30am - 12.30pm
Tai Chi
1.00pm - 4.00pm

Available for Functions
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Titchfield Festival Theatre
St Margaret’s Arts
Titchfield Film Nights at Titchfield Festival Theatre
We need your support please come along and join us

Titchfield Primary School

9

Interim headteacher Allyson George reports on a
visit to a Life Exhibition and of participation in
an indoor athletics event

Thursday 3rd December – A Royal Night
Out (Cert 12A) On V.E. Day in 1945, as
peace extends across Europe, Princesses
Elizabeth and Margaret are allowed out to
join the celebrations and meet ‘the people’. It
is a night full of excitement, danger and the
first flutters of romance. The film is based on
real events but with plenty of artistic licence;
this is an enormously enjoyable film with
music to match the era. The film stars Sarah
Gadon as Elizabeth and Bel Powley as
Margaret and Rupert Everett and Emily
Watson as King and Queen.

Years 5 and 6 visited the Life Exhibition at
St John’s Church in Locks Heath last
month. It was a fantastic experience for the
children to find out what Christians believe
about Jesus, set up in different zones ‘The
birth of Jesus’, ‘The works of Jesus’ and
‘The words of Jesus’. In each zone, the
children were able to use an Ipad and
headphones to learn through quizzes, video
clips and music.

Films are detailed on the Titchfield Moviola
web site http://www.titchfieldmoviola.com
Tickets (£6 each) on sale at The Village
Greengrocer in The Square, and on the door
(subject to availability).

Titchfield Festival Theatre

TFT's popular Christmas show this year is "The
Nutcracker". Based loosely on the well-loved
Christmas story written in 1816, this version also
includes some of the familar music of Tchaikowsky's
ballet. Clara and Frederick are given the most
amazing Nutcracker as a Christmas present by their
uncle Drosselmeyer. It is Prince Nikki, Prince of
Candyland, which is threatened by the mice that live
in the skirting boards and are intent on eating all the
Christmas goodies, led by their evil King Gnawman
and Madria the wicked fairy. Can Nikki, Clara and
Frederick save Candyland? Will the biggest Sugar
Plum Fairy you've ever seen be able to help? Can
uncle Drosselmeyer and his assistants Kurt and Weil save the day with their inventions?
Don't miss this wonderful Christmas story, magical fun for children and grown-ups alike.
"The Nutcracker" runs from Wednesday 9th to Saturday 19th December at St Margarets
Arts, St Margarets Lane, Titchfield, at 7.30 pm, with additional matinees at 2.30 pm on
Saturday 12th and 19th December. For more information and booking contact the Box
Office, 01329 556156, or www.titchfieldfestivaltheatre.com

Fund-raising for Syria
The school raised a total of
£727.18 for the Christian
Aid Syria Crisis Appeal.
Thank you for your
generous support.

They also visited the Life Cafe where they received a
drink and biscuit and completed a quiz all together
using their own multiple choice remote controls! It
was a really interesting way to learn and use
technology. All the children were also offered their
own copy of the book of Luke from the Good News
Bible to keep.

Athletics Competition
Children from Years 3,4,5 & 6
represented the school in an indoor
athletics competition on Tuesday 10th
November. We competed against 9
other schools in a series of running,
throwing and jumping events. The
children were extremely well
behaved and enjoyed the competition.
Years 3 & 4 came 6th and years 5 &
6 came 5th. Well done to all!
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Titchfield History Society
More Wriothesley Wriddles plus Centenaries
David Mugford reports

Centennial events intermingled with stories
of the Wriothesley family and other
Titchfield characters were the subject of
Ken Groves’ fast-moving, humorous and
extensively researched presentation to the
Society in October.
Predictably, Agincourt came first, being
fought on 25th October 1215. Henry V
gathered his forces of reputedly 15,000
troops and 1,500 ships in the Southampton
area, although Henry himself stayed at
Titchfield Abbey. The barn was a storage
site for armaments. The force sailed for
France on 15th August, although by the
time of the battle, only 7,000 troops were
still fit to fight. But a glorious victory
followed.
The next notable centenary was that of the
Magna Carta, sealed but not signed by King
John on 15th June 1415. The most
important clauses were 39, 40 and 61,
which still remain in effect today through
our judicial system.
William Beeston (1596-1628) was born in
Posbrook House, and tutored James
Wriothesley, the eldest son of the 3rd Earl
of Southampton. Sponsored by his father,
James became the youngest ever MP aged
only 16 years. William accompanied the
Earl and James to the Netherlands, where
James died aged 19 just 5 days before his
father. William brought both bodies back to
Titchfield for burial. William married
Elizabeth Bromfield, and their youngest son
William eventually was appointed
Governor of Jamaica. There have been
many unsuccessful attempts to link this
William Beeston to Christopher Beeston,
who was a colleague of William
Shakespeare.

Arthur Bromfield, Elizabeth's father, lived
in St Margarets Priory, and was a long time
servant to the third Earl. He and John Florio
helped the Danvers brothers to escape the
sheriff, and the Danvers long standing feud
with the Long family is a possible basis for
Shakespeare's play Romeo and Juliet.
When it was noted that
there are two Titchfield
Parks in
Nottinghamshire, in
Mansfield and Hucknall,
we need not have
wondered. Next to both
The 2nd Duke of Portland lies Welbeck Abbey,
owned by the Duke of
Portland, who also owned Place House
through marriage to the 4th Earl of
Southampton's daughter. Buying Welbeck
in 1741, he sold Place House the same year,
when many contents were moved north.
Why did he choose to sell? A drawing of
Place House by John Archard in 1737 and a
map of 1753 shows considerable
deterioration, where the building once
housing the king's apartment has gone. As
a curiosity, Ken noted both abbeys
belonged to the Premonstratensian Order.
In search of more Wriddles, we learned
about a possible priest hole in Place House
in the south east tower. Also, of a
Titchfield Hotel on Titchfield Peninsular in
Jamaica, which brought us back to William
Bromfield. On the site next door still stands
Titchfield High School.
And finally of a Titchfield Foundry in
Titchfield Street in Kilmarnock, in which a
Duke of Portland had an interest. Who
would have guessed?
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What’s On in Titchfield and District
Christmas Fair

Titchfield Abbey WI

Titchfield Abbey WI will be holding
their annual Christmas Fair on
Saturday 5th December at Titchfield
Parish Room. Stalls include tombola,
quality crafts and gifts, books and
toys, cakes and preserves, guess the
weight of the cake to win it . A
choice of refreshments, tea, coffee
and mince pies will be available and
entrance is free.

The next meeting of Titchfield Abbey
W.I. will be held on Tuesday 8
December, starting at 9.30am at
Titchfield Community Centre, and will
feature Ruth Warren presenting "A
Welsh Christmas".
Visitors are always welcome to group
meetings which are held on the second
Tuesday of each month starting at
9.30am, with an opportunity to meet
members and enjoy a cup of tea or
coffee.

Parking is available in the public car
park behind the hall. Everybody
welcome

Titchfield WI

The next meeting of Titchfield WI will be on Monday 21st
December in the Parish Room, Titchfield at 7.30pm when the
group will be holding their Christmas Party and Panto. The
monthly competition will be for a homemade mince pie.

Warsash Band
Christmas Concert
Friday 18th December &
Saturday 19th December
The Victory Hall, Warsash at 7.30pm
The Christmas Season starts with
Warsash Band Christmas Concert.
Come along and join in the festivities
and you’ll be sure to leave in the
Christmas Spirit.
Tickets available from the Victory Hall,
Warsash
Tel: 01489 572913
tickets@warsashband.co.uk
£7.00 adult
£5.50 concessions
50p advance purchase discount

Candlelit Concert
of Carols & Songs
With
The Solent Singers Choir
St Mary’s Church, Warsash
Monday 14th December
at 7.30pm
and
The United Reformed Church,
Sarisbury,
Sunday 20th December at
4.00pm
In aid of JDRF & its work to help
children with Type 1 Diabetes
and Kids which supports disabled
children, young people & their
families.

14

Titchfield News

Village honours the fallen
Report by Phil Burner

In Flanders Fields – 100 years
old this month

Some poems make more of an impact
than others, and few can have made more
of an impact than In Flanders Fields,
first published in Punch magazine 100
years ago, on 8th December 1915.

Around 500 people attended the Act of
Remembrance at the Titchfield War
Memorial in November following a
short service at St Peter’s church. The
Vicar, choir and congregation made
their way the short distance through
The Square to the memorial at the
Parish Room.
More residents joined the worshippers
outside the hall and following the
singing of the hymn “O God our help
in ages past” the names of the
Titchfield residents who lost their lives
in two World Wars were read out by
serving members of the Armed Forces.
Just before 11am the Last Post heralded
the two minute silence which ended
with Reveille and the laying of wreaths
by the Royal British Legion, the Armed
Forces, village organisations and
individuals.
As previously reported the organisers
of this annual event, Tim and Angie
Hayward, have indicated that they wish
to hand over this responsibility to
someone new. If you can help in this
respect please contact Angie Hayward
on e-mail: angie.hayward1@gmail.com
telephone 01329 842138

The poem was written by Canadian
physician Lieutenant Colonel John
McCrae in the early days of the First
World War, shortly after he saw his friend
Lieutenant Alexis Helmer killed instantly,
his body shattered by a direct hit from a
German shell near Ypres.
McCrae officiated at Helmer’s burial
service, but there are various stories
about precisely how and when the poem
came to be written. The poppies
undoubtedly refer to the vivid red flowers
that sprung up in the poor ground used
for burying soldiers. This image and the
carefully structured, rhythmic verses live
in the memory.
The poem, rejected initially by The
Spectator, was sometimes used to
encourage people to join up and fight, but
now it is often used in Remembrance
services, especially in Canada. The use of
the poppy as a remembrance symbol was
promoted by an American woman, Moina
Michael, who described reading the
poem as a deeply spiritual experience.
Her repeated efforts eventually bore fruit
in America, and the idea spread later
through a French woman, Anna Guérin,
who persuaded the British Legion to
adopt it in 1921.
McCrae himself seemed to have been
ambivalent about the poem. Although he
published one book of poetry, he died
before the end of the war – not in battle,
but of cerebral meningitis.

Titchfield News
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Obituary
Denise Ellis
Denise Ellis, the wife of Dr Leslie
Ellis, has died at the age of 93 after a
short illness. Her parents were Swiss
and moved to Harrogate where she
and her sister were born. She became
a nurse in Leeds and met Leslie at the
end of the war at the general hospital
in Harrogate where he was a doctor.
After they were married they moved
to Titchfield buying the house at the
bottom of Coach Hill which had been
owned by the previous general
practitioner and set up the surgery
there.
Denise was very helpful at the
surgery until it moved to its present
location in 1977. She used to prepare
lunches at the vicarage for old people
and was very keen on her garden,
spending hours on her knees. She
kept Airedale dogs that she was very
fond of and later became attached to
her cats.
She was a very keen photographer
and had innumerable albums on her
shelves containing photographs of
her family, friends, gardens and
holidays.
She had two children, a son Charles
and a daugher Christiane, two
grandchildren and a great-grandson.
Dr Leslie Ellis celebrated his 101st
birthday last month.
MD

Tony Sheppard
Tony Sheppard, who has died after a
long illness aged 75, was a man who,
once met, was never forgotten.
Apart from his physical presence, his
overwhelming good humour and
placid and considerate nature
endeared him to all who had the
pleasure of knowing him and
enjoying his friendship.
Tony moved to Titchfield with his
late wife Val some 20 years ago and
following retirement he very soon
became involved in the life of the
village and St Peter’s Church. His
knowledge of theatre and stage
lighting led to a call from the
Titchfield Panto Players and later the
TACT group and his skill and
calmness made him a vital member
of the teams. His second marriage to
Penny led to closer involvement with
activities at St Peter’s Church
particularly St Peter’s Puppets which
scored many successes in
competitions under their guidance as
well as supporting worship and
entertaining local groups.
Despite the debilitating illness which
affected his last three years he never
lost his sense of humour and love of
life and he was able to enjoy some
wonderful holidays with Penny and
good times with his children,
stepchildren and all seven of his
grandchildren. A good man who will
be much missed by all.
BP
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Village Voices, the great book launch
report by Ross Underwood
The launch of the book
Work with the young people
‘Village Voices’ marked
was an important part of the
the end of the Titchfield
project. The pupils of
Spirit project, the
Titchfield Primary School
brainchild of Jill and
invited six of the book’s
Ross Underwood. It
contributors into school and
was originally intended
it was an interesting
as a one-night
exchange for both parties.
fundraiser for St Peter’s
The children were
Church. However, with
fascinated to hear stories of
support from the
past times. The elders, most
Heritage Lottery Fund
of whom had attended the
Village Voices editor Ann Wheal
and Titchfield History
very
school back in the
with Ross Underwood
Society, it grew to be two and a half year’s
1930’s, were bowled over by the warmth
work. The project was about
sharing
and welcoming
atmosphere of the present
Hills
as far as the eye could
see covered in
heritage and designed to involve
as many
classroom.
beautiful
mystical day
rolling
cloud Jill has prepared School
people from the local community as
Resource Packs, with the book and other
possible.
material from the project, and distributed
these to the 21 schools in the area.
The wonderful Titchfield Tapestries,
which live in the Parish Rooms, were the
Village Voices was launched at St Peter’s
first target.‘Why not dramatise them?’ So
Church on 31st October. There were stalls
we did, all thirteen hundred years of
run by local history groups including one
Titchfield history, from Saxon times and
with details of the new heritage centre
the coming of Christianity, through to
being developed within St Peter’s. Once
servicemen returning from WW2. The
everyone had had a chance to look around
task was achieved with the help of three
and have a cup of tea, nine volunteers read
village theatre groups, the school and a
out a selection of the stories from the
group of friends, 70 players in all. They
book. The generosity of the Lottery, and
created 200 characters including seven
success of the stage play, meant that the
monarchs with William Shakespeare and
books could be given away free and 230
Jane Austen putting in guest appearances.
were distributed on the day. The book was
The three performances at the Great Barn,
well received and, to date, people have
played to full houses.
kindly donated a total of £439.39 to the
Church.
The past history was followed by oral
history; gathering local people’s stories for
If you wish to find out more about the
the 50 years 1914 to 1964. This was
project check out the website:
linked to the anniversaries of WW1, and
www.titchfieldspirit.uk
WW2 (100th and 75th respectively). A
If you would like your own copy of
team of volunteers was recruited for the
Village Voices, it is available online
tasks of interviewing, recording, typing up
through Amazon for £10 plus postage.
and proof-reading. Ann Wheal, editor,
Search for ‘Village Voices, Titchfield
shaped the material from our 70
Spirit’. Proceeds from book sales go to
contributors and slowly the book ‘Village
St Peter’s church.
Voices’ began to take shape.

Titchfield Carnival 2015
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The weather was fine as hundreds of
people lined the streets of Titchfield at
this year’s carnival in October.
Titchfield Carnival 2015 took place on
the 600th anniversary of Henry V’s
victory over the French at Agincourt.
The village is believed to have provided
shelter to the King’s army ahead of
crossing the Channel to France and on
to the battle.

The day started at 1pm with
a classic car show followed
by a 107-strong cavalcade
through Titchfield before
the main carnival parade.

Music in the Square was
provided by the Romsey Old
Cadets and a market in West
Street and food court in
Southampton Hill provided
sustenance for those in need of a
bite.

