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FROM THE
EDITOR’S DESK

One of our regular correspondents, Tim Mason, took a holiday in the Austrian Alps in late
summer during which he discovered he was walking along the border between Austria and
Italy the scene of bitter fighting during the First World War (page 12) and he contrasts life
there now with the scene in 1915. On a similar theme in this month of remembrance we
reproduce the report published by the Vicar of Titchfield, the Revd Charles Matthews, who
wrote in the Titchfield Parish Magazine of his visit to the Western Front in 1915, exactly 100
years ago.(page 11)
Karen Postle writes of the spiritual refreshment that she and ten other parishioners from St
Peter’s gained from a parish retreat to St Mary’s convent in Wantage (page 13) also of the
challenge of dealing with a silent order. David Mugford reports on a new stewardship
campaign for St Peter’s (page 19) using a new parish giving scheme and the Revd Susan
Allman tells us of the introduction of a new Hymn Book (page 2) to be used for worship at
the church.
We have a special report on the effect that the presence of of water voles has had on work
to repair the canal footpath (page 14) and John Ekins writes of a very influential local
politician whose work and influence is but dimly remembered these days in “The Forgotten
Medal Winner” (page 10).
We have details of many sales, bazaars and other events which are part of the run-up to
Christmas including, for those who live in the village, an application form for ordering your
Christmas tree for installation outside your house (page 20).
Brian Patten
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St Peter's Church, Titchfield

The New Hymn Book

www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk

by The Revd Susan Allman
Dear Friends,
Last month, at a training event on lay
leadership in the church, members of the
Local Ministry Team and Parochial
Church Council were presented with the
sobering fact that while the average age of
the nation is 40, our average age in the
Church of England is 61. Clearly we are a
bit behind the times in helping people to
engage with Christian worship!
This does not necessarily mean that people
do not believe in God or consider
themselves to be Christians; many still do.
The problem is that they do not find
church services to be the best place of
encounter with God.
Research recently commissioned by the
Church of England and published in its
report From Anecdote to Evidence (2014)
has found that those churches which are
most successful in attracting new
members are those which are “willing to
self-reflect, change and adapt according to
context” and that one of the things that
makes a difference is “being intentional in
(the churches’) chosen style of worship.”
Much thought and discussion has taken
place over the last few years about our
style of worship at St. Peter’s. While
retaining our traditional flavour, which
includes a traditional language service at
8am every Sunday and a quarterly service
of sung matins, it has been our objective
to provide worship that is more inclusive.
In particular, we now have better
provision for families with young children
at our 10am services and have produced
new orders of service in a user-friendly
format so that new worshippers can join in
more easily.
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Home Groups

In tandem with this, it is clear that we
need hymn books which are up to date and
reflect a more modern theology.

At St Peter’s we have a network of evening and daytime home groups.We
learn together about the Christian faith, discuss, laugh and pray together,
as we try to become better disciples.New members are always welcome.

The hymn book we have selected as best
suited to our “intentional chosen style of
worship” is Anglican Hymns Old and
New which, as its title suggests, is a good
blend of the more traditional hymns we
know and love, sometimes with slightly
updated words, and some more modern,
well-known hymns.

If you would like to join a home group, or find out more about them,
please contact Stella Warne 01329 847338 or Kay Dunleavy 01329 312552.

The hymns are set out alphabetically, to
make them easy to find, with clearer and
slightly larger print than some of the
alternatives available. The musical
arrangements provide flexibility so that
the singing abilities of congregations can
be taken into account, to enable those of
us with more limited musical ability to
participate fully.
Best of all, the new hymn book will mean that
we no longer need to give out extra pieces of
paper to enable us to sing the more modern
hymns we have added to our repertoire!

We understand that this will be a time of
adaptation for Keith, our organist, and the
choir. We are grateful to them for this and
for their continuing support for the
congregational hymns, as well as their
beautiful, choral items during Holy
Communion and at other times.
The new hymn books will be introduced
and dedicated on Advent Sunday, which is
the beginning of a new church year.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the
earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing
praises! Psalm 98:4
Yours, in the love of Christ,

Susan

Next Messy Church at St Peter’s:
Monday 23rd November
3.30pm to 5.45pm

Next Café Connect in the Parish Room
Sunday 15th November
11 am - 1pm

From the Registers
Baptisms

18th October

Ronnie Paul Jesse
Toby John Jesse
Claire Elizabeth Sharp

Funerals
8th October
9th October
15th October

Ann Reed (75)
Veronica ‘Lottie’ Kay (94)
Denise Ellis

Weddings

26th September
9th October
17th October

Stuart Munro and Emily Blackburn
Luke Doswell and Faye Frampton
Trevor Hobden and Mandy Joyce

Regular activities at St Peter’s Church
Bell Ringing Practice
Wednesday 7.30pm - 9.00
Morning Prayer
Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 8.15am

Teddy Bear Praise
Wednesday in term time 2pm - 3pm
Choir Practice
Thursday
7pm
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St Peter's Church,
Titchfield
Church Street
Titchfield
Hampshire
PO14 4AG.

Vicar: Revd Susan Allman
Curate: Revd Janet Trevithick
Sunday Services for November

1st November
8.00am
10.00am
4.00pm

All Saints
Holy Communion (1662)
Family Service
All Souls’ Service

8th November
8.00am
10.00am

Remembrance
Holy Communion (1662)
Remembrance Service

15th November
8.00am
10.00am

Second Sunday before Advent
Holy Communion (1662)
Parish Communion

22nd November Christ the King
8.00am
Holy Communion (1662)
10.00am
Parish Communion
29th November
8.00am
10.00am
4.00pm

Advent Sunday
Holy Communion (1662)
Parish Communion
Christingle

6th December
8.00am
10.00am
11.30am

The Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion (1662)
Family Service
Matins

December

Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress
and who needs the support of prayer?
ST PETER’S PRAYERLINE please contact
Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265
or Doreen White
01329 843544

News from St Peter’s
Basics Bank - 8th November

Please keep the donations coming. If you
want to donate goods before then, please see
the notice board for information or
www.friendsofthehomeless.org.uk/

A Week Of Accompanied Prayer
at St John’s, Locks Heath
22nd-28th November

A Retreat In Daily Living - a fresh way to
experience prayer.
Please read the notice board at the back of the
church. If you would like more information/
details, please speak to Stella Warne or ring
her on 01329 847338.

Christmas Card Sale

Save the Children are holding a Christmas
Card sale on November 7th from
10am-12noon in St. Peter's Chapter Room.
Also on sale are diaries and wrapping paper.
Do come along and support this worthwhile
cause. There will be mince pies and coffee/
tea for you to enjoy as well.
Any enquiries … Marilyn Rowlands
01489 557131

J. West Christmas Trees
of Titchfield

Premium Cut Xmas trees
All sizes available
10% off Tree Voucher
Tree stands
Traditional Titchfield Wall brackets
Indoor, Outdoor, LED
& Battery Operated Xmas Lights
On sale from 28th November 2015
at St Margaret’s Fuchsia Nursery,
Titchfield
Open 7 days a week 9am - 6pm
To pre-order your tree or for any enquiries
please contact me on 07792349130
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All Souls’ Day Service
Sunday 1st November at 4pm
This is a service of remembrance
for people whose funerals have
taken place here at St. Peter’s since
September 2014. It is a service in
which we light candles and offer
prayers for those who have died and
those who mourn their passing.
There is a list at the back of the
church to add names of other
people who you would like to be
remembered during the service.

St Peter’s Nativity Festival and
Christmas Bazaar
Saturday 12th December
Following the great success of the
Christmas Tree Festival last year, St
Peter’s Church has decided this
year to hold a ‘Nativity Festival and
Bazaar’. This will take place, for
one day only, on Saturday 12th
December between 10am and 4pm.
We would love to fill the church
with a variety of nativity scenes. Do
you have a nativity set at home that
could be part of our display? Please
see poster on notice board for
further details or contact Janet
Trevithick on 01329 668975

The Christmas Bazaar will be
from 10am-4pm. As usual
proceeds will go to the
homeless. Offers to help on the
day will be much appreciated,
as will unwanted Christmas
presents, raffle prizes, cakes,
jams, chutneys etc! For details
please contact Sheila Hignell
[01329 845007]
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Titchfield & District News

Remembrance Sunday
by Angie Hayward

In 2008 we took over the organisation of the
Remembrance Sunday ceremony at the War
Memorial each year. It has been a rewarding
event to be involved in, but after seven years
we now wish to hand it over to someone
else. The ceremony this year, therefore, will
be the last we will organise.
We have a system all set up which works
well. It's all documented and we will copy
this onto a CD and provide hard copies too
if required. There are a number of tasks to
complete from August onwards which
culminate when the whole thing comes
together on Remembrance Sunday. There
are a number of people in the village who
can always be relied on to help with
elements of the organisation from the PA
system to the road closures.
We've organised it as a couple, but have
always felt it could be organised by a small
group (maybe 3 or 4 people). These people
may need to meet up in the first instance, but
thereafter could just be in touch by 'phone or
email. It is not essential, but it would be
helpful if the organisers are actively
involved in the church, village life and/or
have connections with the Armed Forces.
We would be very keen to hear from anyone
who would like to take this on.
Tim and Angie Hayward
angela.hayward1@gmail.com
01329 842138

Remembrance Sunday
8th November
There will be a parade and
short service at
Titchfield War Memorial
at 10.45a.m.

Macmillan Coffee Morning

by Carole Healey
Thank you to all who supported the
Macmillan Coffee Morning at
Titchfield Bowling Club in
September. We raised £503.45 for this
worthwhile Charity,

Table Top Sale for the
Retired Greyhound Trust.

Parish Room
Saturday 14th November
10am to 2pm
free admission
Teas, coffee and cake
Bric-a-brac
Dvd’s & cd’s
Books
Toys and games
Jewellery and handbags
TY Beanie Stall
Dog Accessory Stall - brand newitems
at low prices
To book a table ring
Julie Kenrick - 01329 849574
07821815715
Go on! Give a pound for a hound

Titchfield Community Centre
The Making of Christmas

Quiz Night

On Saturday 28th
November come and
join in “The Making of
Christmas” at Titchfield
Community Centre. We
need your help between
2-5pm to decorate the
best Christmas tree
ever, with a children’s
competition for the best
star or fairy to top it off.
The Lockerley Silver Band and Titchfield
Community Choir will provide seasonal
music, there are stalls selling Christmas fare
and presents, a Children’s Lucky Dip and
demonstrations of card making, jewellery,
decorations, floral art and cake decorating –
all centred on Christmas.

Maureen and Roy Taylor
will host a fun quiz night at
the Titchfield Community
Centre at 7pm on Friday
20th November for teams of
up to 6 people to help raise
funds for the Community
Centre.
So grab your family and
friends, tell them how brainy
they are, and how you all
need a night out together,
then buy your tickets (£9 to
include a fish and chip
supper) from the Centre,
telephone 01329 842933.

Admission £2 to include tea/coffee and cake,
under 12s free with a Treasure Hunt and
Christmas biscuit decorating free for
children. Bring the family and get some
bright ideas to get your Christmas all
wrapped up!

Arts and Crafts Fayre

Sunday 29th November
Titchfield Parish Room
Free entry 11 am to 3pm
We will be supporting
Macmillan Cancer Support
and Titchfield Bonfire Boys with the
proceeds from the Tombola and
Name the Doll.
Titchfield News
The cover price of Titchfield News
will be increased to 80p with effect
from January 2016. For annual
subscribers the subscription will be
£8.00 for the 11 copies which will
be published in 2016.

Titchfield !
Community !
Centre!

21

From £150!

Book us for your next !

Party!
Phone 01329 842933!
titchfield.ca@btconnect.com!

20

Titchfield & District News
TITCHFIELD ABLAZE
Tessa Short, 35/37 West Street, Titchfield, PO14 4DG
Telephone 01329 842160 Email tessa.short@lifeyouwant.org.uk

Christmas tree time is here again!
Titchfield celebrates Christmas with a blaze of light as local residents display a Christmas tree
in a bracket fixed to the outside of their houses. Do you want to join in (or join us again) and
have an outdoor tree this year? Please support us.
We are a group of local volunteers. Each year we co-ordinate the tree display: placing an order
for 280 English grown trees; they are delivered to the village so they can be collected locally
and we prepare the trees so they fit the brackets. We also organise trees for community
buildings like the Parish Rooms and a tree for the ‘Green’.
This year we can supply a 4 - 5ft Nordmann tree at £11.00 (no increase on 2014 prices) We
are unable to supply brackets – but these can be purchased from garden centres or online
along with outside lights.
If you would like a Christmas tree orders must be placed by:
Thursday 19th November (at the very latest - no late orders)
The trees are ready for you to collect from 1-5pm Saturday 5th December
Please tell your neighbours and friends in the village. Trees are available for Titchfield Village
residents only. When ordering please provide the following information:
CHRISTMAS TREE ORDER - 2015
Name: ............................................................................................................................
Address: ........................................................................................................................

Titchfield & District News
Solent Branch of the
Embroiderers' Guild

Christmas Fair at Locks Heath

We meet in the Parish Room in
Titchfield, 7pm for 7.30pm.
Visitors £5.

Titchfield WI

by Judith McArdle
Our next speaker will be on Monday
16th November where we will be
hosting local textile artist Elizabeth
Saunders. She will be giving us a
talk entitled "Embedded Memories
Using Stitch”. If you would like to
join us, please come along. You will
be made very welcome.

For more details please contact
Margaret Mainwaring 01329 285825
or Gemma Bridges by email;
gemmabridges@gmail.com
or visit our blog on
www.solenteg.blogspot.com.

Number of Christmas Trees: ............................Cheque/Cash Amount £…………………
Do you wish us to trim the bottom of your tree for your bracket (please cross out…Yes/No
Payment with order would be appreciated Cash or Cheque (made payable to TA Short) If the
name on your cheque is different to the name given above please tell us.
Please attach your cheque to the order and put it through the letterbox at 35/37 West Street –
Thank you for joining us in lighting Titchfield for Christmas.
No flyers will be delivered this year please place your order to guarantee a Christmas tree.

Locks Heath Free Church at 255 Hunts
Pond Road will be holding a Christmas
Fair on Saturday 14th November from
11am - 3pm. There will be gifts and a
craft stall with a Christmas Café. All
proceeds go to supporting the LHFC
Building Project.

The next meeting of Titchfield WI
will be on Monday 23rd November in
the Parish Room, Titchfield at 7.30pm
when Mike Holloway will be present
a talk on “Bees” The monthly
competition will be for a product
made with honey..

A Magical Mystery Tour of Flowers
Warsash Flower Club presents a demonstration by the very talented
Katie Baxter, at 2.15 pm on Friday 20th November in The Victory
Hall, Warsash, in aid of "The Gift of Sight". There will also be stalls,
a raffle, tea and mince pies! Tickets (members £7.50, guests £10)
from Carol Barnden, 01489 574879, or Sarah Niven 01489 578322.
Come and see some beautiful flowers, and help someone who can”t.
November

Telephone No: .................................... Email address: ................................................
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5th
7th
6th & 19th
8th
10th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
20th
23rd
23rd
28th
29th

Titchfield Diary

Titchfield Moviola - St Margaret’s Arts - 7pm
Christmas Card Sale - Chapter Rooms - 10am - 12noon
Titchfield Festival Theatre - St Margaret’s Arts - 7.30pm
Remembrance Sunday Service - War Memorial - 10.45am
Titchfield Abbey WI - Community Centre 9.30am
Friends of St Peter’s - Memorial Lecture - St Peter’s Church 7pm
Table Top Sale - Parish Room - 10am - 12noon
Café Connect - Parish Room - 11am
Embroiderers’ Guild - Parish Room - 7pm
Titchfield History Society - Community Centre - 7.30pm
Quiz Night - Community Centre -7pm
Messy Church - St Peter’s Church 10.30am - 1.00pm
Titchfield WI - Parish Room - 7.30pm
The Making of Christmas - Community Centre 2-5pm
Art and Crafts Fayre - Parish Room - 11am - 3pm
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Titchfield
Evangelical Church
Fathers noted in the Bible

Jill Hill
continues her
review of the
role of fathers in
the Bible

News from St Peter’s
St Peter's Church Stewardship Campaign
by David Mugford

(continued)

Abraham
First called Abram, probably lived about
2,000 years BC. God first called him to
leave his father, Terah, and homeland and
travel to an unknown country with the
promise that the Lord would make him the
head of his family which would become
Judah.
He married his half-sister, Sarah, who did
not conceive for many years so he had a
son with Hagar, Sarah's handmaiden. He
was called Ishmael. Rather later on, Sarah
did conceive and her son was called Isaac.
One of the most familiar accounts in the
Bible is of Abraham's great Test, when
God asked him to sacrifice Isaac.
Abraham took the necessary wood for the
fire up the mountain and laid Isaac upon
it but as he went to strike Isaac, God
stayed his hand. A sheep was found
nearby and the sacrifice completed.
I imagine that this event remained clear
in the memory of both father and son!

Isaac
We hear little of Isaac until he is forty and
his father sends a servant to ask his
brother's family for a wife for his son. The
servant travelled with several camels and
asked God to give him a sign that the
right lady had been selected. He
approached a well, called Nahor (the
brother's name, as it happened). He then
saw a very attractive young woman who
he asked for a drink of water. She supplied
this and offered to water all the camels as
well. (God does sometimes give us above
what we have asked.) Rebekah turned out
to be the granddaughter of Abraham's
brother and, once the family had given

permission for her to leave she accepted.
That meant something like five hundred
miles on the back of a camel with a man
she hardly knew, to marry a man she had
never seen. (Would you or I?)
It would seem that seem that the two, once
married, got on very well but a son was
vitally important to Isaac if he was to
fulfil the promise of a nation arising from
this family. He prayed for Rebekah. She
did conceive and bore twins, Jacob and
Esau.

Jacob
Officially, Esau was the elder but his
mother favoured Jacob. When it came
time for a dying Isaac to hand on his
estate to the elder son, Rebekah suggested
that Jacob cover his hands with animal
skin so that his father, touching them ,
would be misguided into thinking that
they were those of Esau and give his
blessing to Jacob.
Although a great man in many ways,
Jacob was known as a liar, a schemer and
manipulator. The turning point in his life
was when God wrestled with him all
night, his hip was disjointed and he
walked with a limp thereafter. This
reminded him of his dependence on God.
He is also remembered for having twelve
sons who fathered the twelve tribes of
Israel - only the last two with Rachel but
he favoured her firstborn, Joseph, above
all the others. His brothers were
very jealous of him.

Like me, you
may have heard
it said 'Why does
the church need
money when it
has plenty of its
own?' The fact
is that each
parish must survive on its own:
there is no central funding pot from
which money is sent to St Peter's.
It costs £292 per day to run St
Peter's, of which £168 per day goes
to the diocese mainly to provide
clergy stipends, housing and
pensions. The remaining £124 per
day is required to maintain the
building, the fabric, deliver the
services, heating and light, and all
the sundries of what is really a
small business. Costs increase with
time: income rarely keeps pace
with the increase, so periodically it
becomes necessary to seek
additional giving.

allows them to plan
their giving, and
also to increase the
amount given in
line with inflation.
The other
advantage of the
scheme is that the
parish receives one monthly
payment for all the PGS donations,
with the gift-aid tax refund already
added. This helps cash flow for the
church, and will reduce some of the
existing administrative effort.

And so it is with St Peter's at this
time. It is four years since we last
sought an increase in giving. The
new campaign will be launched on
22 November.

St Peter's invites everyone to
consider using the PGS, either by
changing their existing giving
practice, or adopting it as a new
giver. There is an explanation
leaflet about the PGS in the church,
which provides more details, and
application forms are available
from the Church Office, which is
open from Monday- Thursday from
9am to 12 noon. If you have any
further queries, please contact the
Stewardship Recorder, David
Mugford, on 01329-667783.
Complete confidentiality is
assured.

But this time, there is a new
scheme, the Parish Giving Scheme
(PGS), in addition to the existing
schemes of bank standing order,
envelope giving and cash in the
plate. The PGS enables donors to
give money via direct debit. It

Please also bear in mind that noone has to be a regular worshipper
to give to the church, so if you
want the church to be there when
you need it, there is nothing to
prevent you contributing to its
upkeep. Just speak to David.
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COMMUNITY CENTRE - CONTACTS FOR GROUPS & CLUBS
Art Show
Mr Mark Pearce
07962 200208
Ballroom Dance Classes
Mr James Taplin
01489 584502
Bonfire Boys
Hotline
07768 283725
Bowling Club
Mr Gary Rathke
01329 847795
Boxing Club
Mr Ken Charman
01489 581623
Bridge Club
Mr Derek Winslow
01489 505077
Bright Sparks Pre-School
Mrs Sally Eland
07890 087897
Card Making
Ms Amanda Fowler
07890 426945
Determined to Succeed
Mrs Noreen Campbell
01329 311076
Dog Training
Mr Brian Eldridge
02380 777916
Fareham Twinning
Mr Martin Lazell
01329 314750
Floral Art
Ms Liz Pelley
02392 613704
Friends of Titchfield School
Mrs Ness Curtis
07752 726862
Gardeners’ Club
Miss Wendy Nicholson
01329 842537
History Society
Mrs Marilyn Wilton-Smith
01329 843822
Home Education
Ms Julie Barker
07748 498841
Crofton Judo Club
Peter Powell
07877 629135
or Les Barnes
07896 582853
Karate (KOKB)
Mr Chris Bird
07792 666932
Kung Fu & Kick-Boxing
Mr Omar El-Kilany
07575 991855
Ladies Badminton
Mrs Sylvia Lamb
01489 584948
NCT Bumps and Babes
Ms Mary-Kate Smith
0844 2436130
Oaklands
Contact TCA office
01329 842933
Rugby Tots
Ms Helen Wood
0845 3133244
78 Club
Mr Edward Meads
01489 589689
Slimming World
Ms Colette May-Matthews
07727 872528
Scouts inc Beavers and Cubs
Mrs Louise Mclean
01329 842942
Solent Fine Arts Soc. (NADFAS)
Mrs Louise Ashton
01329 842441
Solent School of Dance/Drama
Mr Martin Young
01329 665801
or Miss Kirsten Young
01329 223104
Southern Steppers
Mrs Jan Harris
01329 288360
Sugarpush Tea Dance
Miss Simone Brown
07944 255574
Tai-Chi
Mr Andrew Austin
01329 510204
Tea Pot Crafters
Ms D Philpot
01329 286999
Tea Dances
Mrs Pauline Steel
01329 234562
Titchfield Abbey W.I.
Ms Rosemary Mitchell
01329 319388
Titchfield Auctions
Mrs Isobel Farmer
07720 023950
Titchfield Luncheon Club
Mr Kenneth Moore
01329 315615
Titchfield Panto Players
Mrs Maureen Taylor
01329 236601
WordWrights
Mrs Judith Wozniak
01329 845598

Titchfield on the web

www.welcometotitchfield.co.uk
www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
www.friends-of-st-peters.org
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Calendar of events in
November
Sunday morning services at 10.30am
(meet for prayer from 10.00-10.15am)

1st November
8th November

Services in November

Bob Rule with Communion
Remembrance Sunday- followed by service at the
War Memorial
Trevor Galbraith with Communion
Bob Rule
John Griffith

15th November
22nd November
29th November

Open Church on Tuesday mornings at 10.00am to 11.45am

We are open for coffee, tea and biscuits for anyone who would like to call in for
an informal chat.
Tuesday 3rd November we welcome Cedric, Malcolm and the Christian
Travelling Library. A variety of books and DVD's are available to borrow.
Greetings Cards for all occasions are always there and currently, Christmas Cards,
Calendars and Diaries can be bought at very reasonable prices.

Prayer and Bible Study at the Church
Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm with refreshments at 9.00pm
We are currently studying the book of Nehemiah led by John Griffith
The Macmillan Coffee Morning in September was extremely
enjoyable with plenty of splendid cakes for sale. In total £140 was
raised for the Macmillan Cancer Trust.
Thanks to all who made cakes and to those who came along and
enjoyed eating them
www.titchfield.org.uk
telephone 01329 845772
e-mail: titchfieldevangchurch@virginmedia.com

Village
Greengrocer

The Square, Titchfield
Fresh Produce Daily
Locally sourced where possible
Fresh Eggs
Flowers & Pot plants
Free Local Delivery
Orders Welcome
Friendly, Helpful Service
Call in and see us
Open Monday - Saturday
7.30am - 5pm
Tel: 07881965632 or 01329 847897

Charity Christmas Cards
On Sale From:

The Charity Christmas Card Shop
Tourist Information Centre
Winchester Guildhall

27th October - 16th December
Monday to Saturday 10am - 4.30pm
All proceeds to charity
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Titchfield Community Association

Titchfield News
Weekly
Programme

Friends of St Peter’s

St Peter's Church
Kneeler Register
by David Mugford

MP for FOSP
by John Hiett

The Friends of St. Peter's are delighted to
announce that new Fareham Member of
Parliament Suella Fernandes has accepted
an invitation to give the Brian Anderson
Memorial Lecture in St. Peter's Church
Titchfield on Friday November 13th.
A licensed bar has been organised which
will open at 7 pm and the talk will start at
7.30.

It is six months since I last wrote
in Titchfield News on progress in
collecting information on the
church kneelers. Of the 99
different initials of the makers,
only nine remain a total mystery:
if anyone can provide any
knowledge of a Miss Hall, a Mrs
Griffiths or Mary Louise
Weatherley, I'd be delighted.
Many dedications remain
unknown. But it is not too late for
any new details.
The best source is a near relative
or close friend of a maker, so if
you know of any person or meet a
person who might be able to help
(say, someone who comes to
Titchfield on a nostalgia trip),
please take their name and contact
detail and pass it on to me. I'd
much rather duplication than miss
an opportunity. However, data
collection is nearing a close.

So for those who aspire to be an MP, or
those who simply want to hear a riveting
speaker on the top of her form, come to
St. Peter's on 13th November

Now comes the task of putting it
into some form of formal
presentation. Whether it is a book
(rather expensive with 275
photographs) or a CD with a minibooklet with some history of the
original and latterday project, I
have yet to decide. As this is new
territory for me, any advice would
be most appreciated.

Tickets, at £5 each, are available from the
church office or from John Hiett on
01329 315893, or at the door on the night.

As before, please contact David
Mugford on 01329-667783, or the
Church Office 01329-847003.

Suella (above) will tell us about how to
become an MP and what it is like to be a
member of the Mother of Parliaments.
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Mill Street, Titchfield, PO14 4AB
tel: 01329 842933
fax: 01329 842407

Sunday
Titchfield Auctions –
(The Garage)
Sugar Push Tea Dance

Viewing
Auction

Tuesday

Monday
Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Better Body Fitness
Tai Chi
Oaklands Day Centre
Bridge Club
Ballroom Dancing
Southern Steppers
BOKB
Solent School of Dance*

9.15 – 1.30pm
9.00 - 12noon
12.00 – 2.00pm
1.30 – 7.00pm
7.00 – 10.30pm
6.15 - 10.00pm
7.30 - 9.30pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
6.00 - 8.00pm

Wednesday
Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Creation Station
Bumble Beez
Titchfield Luncheon Club
Southern Steppers
Teapot Crafters
Solent School of Dance
Sea Scouts*
Tai Chi
Bridge Club
Solent Dog Training Group
Gardeners’ Club (1st)

9.15 - 1.30pm
9.14 - 12noon
10.00-12noon
10.30 – 2.00pm
1.30 – 3.30pm
1.30 - 4.30pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.00 – 10.30pm
7.15 – 10.00pm
7.30 –10.00pm

Friday
NCT Bumps & Babies
Card Making
Crofton Judo Club
Toddler Sense

10.00 - 12 noon
9.30am - 12.30pm
6.30pm - 9.30pm
9.00 - 12.30pm

Available for Functions
*TermTime only

5.30-6.30pm
6.30pm
1.00pm - 6.30pm

See page 18 for
names and telephone
numbers of contacts
for the Groups and
Clubs listed on
this page

Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Titchfield Abbey W.I. (2nd)
N.A.D.F.A.S (3rd)
Tea Dance
Beavers*
Southern Steppers
Karate
History Society (3rd) Sept – May
French Conversation (1st & 3rd)
Rugby Tots*
Perform*
Oasis
Slimming World
Better Body Fitness

9.15 – 1.30pm
9.30 – 2.00pm
10.00 – 12.30pm
1.30 –4.00pm
5.30 - 7.00pm
7.00 - 9.30pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.30 –10.00pm
7.30 - 9.00pm
10.30 - 12.30pm
3.30 - 6.00pm
7.00 - 8.30pm
4.30 - 9.00pm
8.30 - 10.30pm

Thursday
Bright Sparks Pre-School*
Home Education*
Ladies Badminton*
Word Wrights (1st and 3rd)
Bowling Club (Oct-April)
Kick Boxing/Kung Fu/Tai Chi
Ballroom Dance Classes
Cubs
Southern Steppers
Photographic Group
Oasis

9.15 – 1.30pm
9.30 - 12.30pm
10.30 – 12.30pm
1.30 – 3.30pm
2.00 – 5.00pm
7.00 – 9.45pm
5.15 - 10.30pm
6.30 - 8.00pm
7.30 -9.30pm
7.30- 9.30pm
7.00 - 9.00pm

Saturday
Solent School of Dance 9.30am - 12.00pm
Slimming World
8.30am - 12.30pm
Tai Chi
1.00pm - 4.00pm

Available for Functions
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Titchfield Festival Theatre
St Margaret’s Arts

Titchfield News

Titchfield Film Nights at Titchfield Festival Theatre
We need your support please come along and join us
Thursday 5th November – Mr Holmes (Cert PG) this
is a new twist on the world's most famous detective.
1947, an ageing Sherlock Holmes returns from a journey
to Japan, where, in search of a rare plant with powerful
restorative qualities, he has witnessed the devastation of
nuclear warfare. Now Holmes faces the end of his days
tending to his bees, with only the company of his
housekeeper and her young son, Roger. Grappling with
the diminishing powers of his mind, Holmes comes to
rely upon the boy as he revisits the circumstances of the
unsolved case that forced him into retirement, and
searches for answers to the mysteries of life and love before it's too late. Running time 104 minutes
Films are detailed on the Titchfield Moviola web site
http://www.titchfieldmoviola.com
Tickets (£6 each) on sale at the Village Greengrocer in The Square,
and on the door (subject to availability).
Thursday 3rd December - A Royal Night Out

Titchfield Festival Theatre

TFT has two productions in November, both at St
Margarets Arts, 73 St Margarets Lane, Titchfield. The
first, from Friday 6th to Saturday 14th November, is an
adaptation of Rebecca West's moving novel about the
aftermath of World War 1, "The Return of the Soldier".
Written from the female perspective, it explores the
impact of Captain Baldry's return from the trenches
suffering from "shell shock" and amnesia. It suggests
that psychoanalysis could cure the trauma caused by the
sufferings of trench warfare.
The second, "The Lady in the Van", is one of Alan
Bennett's saddest, funniest and most distinguished offerings
for years - a wonderfully bittersweet comic diary of the years in which a lethally dotty
and very smelly old bat parked her unroadworthy vehicle in Alan Bennett's Camden
garden. It runs from Thursday 19th to Saturday 28th November.
Both plays start at 7.30 pm. For more information and booking, contact The Box
Office, 01329 556156 or go to the website, www.titchfieldfestivaltheatre.com

Titchfield
Primary School

Interim
Headteacher
Allyson George
writes of her return
to the school and
some inspirational
activities
I was delighted to be
invited back to Titchfield Primary School
as the interim Headteacher because I
have a great affection for the community
that it serves. It has been lovely to
re- acquaint myself with local families
and indeed to meet new families as well.
Our school grounds day in early October
was a great success. Many families came
with their forks, trowels to assist in this
community event. It was lovely to see
generations working together to tidy our
grounds. We were very grateful for their
help.
As always our Harvest Celebration was a
great occasion. I was proud of the
children who wrote and performed their
own poems, prayers and songs showing
great appreciation for the natural world
and God’s gifts, as well as empathy for
those less fortunate. We were
overwhelmed by the generosity of local
families. The gifts are being donated to
Fareham Basics Bank for distribution.
The children have been extremely
concerned about the plight of refugees, in
particular the children, over recent
months. They are planning a range of
events during the last week of term to
raise money to donate to the work of
Christian Aid.

Titchfield History Society

September’s meeting marked the
start of a new regime with Marilyn
Wilton-Smith in the Chair and
began with a presentation to
retiring Chair Peter Mills in
recognition of his long and
successful service. Peter, with
characteristic humility and
diffidence, accepted the gifts with
reluctance as he felt he "hadn't
really done very much and in any
event he had greatly enjoyed doing
it”.
The next meeting of the History
Society will be held on Tuesday
17th November at 7.30pm in the
Malt Room at the Titchfield
Community Centre when Dr John
Bevan will present a talk entitled
“Commander Crabbe - What
Really Happened.”

Titchfield Abbey WI

The November meeting of
Titchfield Abbey Women’s Institute
will be held on Tuesday 10th
November starting at 9.30am at
Titchfield Community Centre,
when Roy Godfrey will give an
illustrated talk on bee keeping.
This is a subject of huge interest to
Women’s Institutes following
concern about the decline of bees.
Visitors are always welcome to
group meetings which are held on
the second Tuesday of each month
starting at 9.30am, with an
opportunity to meet members, hear
about some of the group's activities
and to enjoy a cup of tea or coffee
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Titchfield History Society
The Forgotten Medal Winner
The History Society's new
season got off to a good
start with a talk on an
unsung and little known
hero of Fareham, William
Randal Cremer,(left)
Nobel Peace laureate.

The Speaker was Ian Gray, Chairman of
the Randal Cremer Cottages Trust who
conveyed a real sense of enthusiasm for
his subject.
William Randal Cremer was born in
Fareham in 1828 in poor circumstances,
his father abandoned the family soon after
he was born. He attended a dame school
and then was engaged as a caulker at a
boatyard on Fareham Creek. This
hazardous work ended when the shipyard
went bust and Randal, as he preferred to
be known, was apprenticed to a carpenter.
In 1852 having qualified as a Master
Carpenter he set off for London
travelling by coach to settle in Shoreditch
where as a skilled craftsman he had no
difficulty finding work.
Working conditions were poor and Randal
was instrumental in setting up a trade
union for builders and joiners, one of the
first trade unions.
He travelled to Europe to encourage the
growth of trade unions; at the time
working conditions there were even worse
than in Britain. Later he set up the
Working Men's Peace Association to
promote conciliation and arbitration as a
means of settling disputes. Cremer's
thinking was widely accepted and he felt
his ideas should be extended to
international affairs so that sovereign
states should settle disputes by
negotiation and not war.

By Brian Patten
by John Ekins

He went to America and met Carnegie
and persuaded him to fund the
establishment of the International Court
of Justice
The Working Men's Peace Association
played a key role in avoiding Britain
being embroiled in the Franco-Prussian
war of 1870. It later became the
International Arbitration League and was
instrumental in securing an arbitration
agreement between Britain and the United
States.
In 1884 Randal, at his third attempt, was
elected to Parliament representing
Haggerston in East London; a great
achievement given the limited suffrage.
In 1903 Randal Cremer was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize and gave most of the
prize money to the International
Arbitration League. He was knighted in
1907 having refused a year earlier
because the ceremony required him to
wear a sword, a formality which was
changed because of his feelings.
Both his wives predeceased him and he
died of influenza in 1908.
He bequeathed funds to endow
almshouses in Fareham which were
located next to the old brick railway
bridge and were demolished with it in the
late 1960s.
Replacement almshouses were built in
Stubbington with assistance from
Fareham Council and are still in use
today. A blue plaque commemorates
Cremer's birthplace in West Street but it is
difficult to find. Look out for it between
Holy Trinity Church and the Bus Station.
His bust is in the House of Commons and
it seems a shame that he is not more
widely commemorated in Fareham.

In Your Garden
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Container Planting for a Year of Flowers
The use of containers in the garden over
the winter period and beyond was the
theme of Tim Woodland’s talk given to
the Gardeners Club last month. He
emphasised the different types of
containers in use such as clay, plastic and
decorative and suggested that best results
come from planting bulbs of which many
variants are available.

especially when the flowering is over a
feed will sustain the bulbs for future use.

There are various ways of configuring a
pot when planting such as using different
varieties and by planting in layers, for
example crocuses, alliums and tulips, all
of which will flower at different times
providing a continuous show in one pot.
Also when planting daffodils, say, by
planting in layers it is possible to provide
a greater mass of flowers.

The popular tulip family is divided into
15 divisions and enjoy a later flowering
period than daffodils and are ideal for
mixing in pots with other bulbs or as
single displays.

Mr Woodland suggested that the best
compost to use was to half fill the pot
with last year’s compost and use fresh
multipurpose compost plus grit and bone
meal to provide the initial feed for the
bulbs. He emphasised the importance of
feeding over the growing period and

There are approximately 20,000 varieties
of daffodils of which perhaps 2,000 or so
are commercially available and these
members of the narcissus family of bulbs,
particularly the trumpet types are ideally
suited for growing in containers.

Other bulbs suitable for growing in
containers include begonias, crocuses,
irises, lilies and hyacinths which are
highly fragrant and can be forced to be
grown indoors during mid-winter.
Later on in the year gladiolas, anemones
and dahlias, of which there are over
10,000 varieties, can be grown in pots
helping to give all-round portable colour
to your garden.

Candlelit Concert
of Carols & Songs
With
The Solent Singers Choir
St Mary’s Church, Warsash
Monday 14th December
at 7.30pm
and
The United Reformed Church, Sarisbury,
Sunday 20th December at 4.00pm
In aid of JDRF & its work to help children with Type 1 Diabetes
and Kids which supports disabled children, young people & their families.
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Titchfield News

Water voles put Canal footpath repair work on hold
from a special correspondent

In last month’s issue of this
magazine it was reported
that the most northerly
section of the footpath
alongside the Titchfield
Canal was going to be
resurfaced, erosion points
would be repaired, dog steps
constructed and some new
sluices installed. Most
importantly for those of us
who walk or jog along there regularly,
the path would be given a less muddy,
rather gravely surface which would be
raised above its present level and
would therefore flood less often.
Those readers who pass that way will
have noticed that whilst the proposed
dog steps have been constructed, not
much else seems to have been done
and there’s a good reason for that.
In 2013, 2014 and again in 2015 a
total of some 1500 water voles were
introduced into the nature reserve,
from the Meon Shore well up into the
Meon valley. Although none were
actually released into our canal, they
quickly spread upstream, reached the
canal and made it home! I’m sure
that we would all sympathise with
them there and be pleased that they
are doing as well as they are.
Prior to the commencement of the
canal work, the contractors, as
required, described to the
Environment Agency exactly what
they were intending to do and how
they were going to do it.

Whilst the Agency
was happy with most
of what was intended,
they were concerned
about the large
number of water vole
burrows that could
run under the canal
footpath and which
might be potentially
be damaged by heavy
vehicles transporting hardcore for the
new surface.
These beautiful little creatures are,
quite rightfully, a protected species, so
the Environment Agency has required
that the work on this aspect of the
project is put on hold until thought is
given as to how damage caused to the
water vole habitat might be
minimised. Once the contractor has
sorted out how that might be done,
modified proposals will be put to the
Environment Agency in the hopes of
achieving their approval. Natural
England will then, because of their
interest in the nature reserve, be
informed of the changes in the
proposals. Once both organisations
have given their approval then work
will progress.
In putting this article together I have
been greatly indebted to Geoff
Hockley, our County Councillor and
Richard Levett, Senior Ranger at the
Titchfield Haven Nature Reserve
(01329 662145). If you would like
further information or a progress
report, I am sure that the staff there
would be more than happy to oblige.

Remembrance of things past
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The Vicar of Titchfield visits the Front in France
by Brian Patten

This article originally appeared in the
Titchfield News in
November 2008 to mark
the 90th anniversary of
the end of the First
World War. It is
reprinted here as it is
just over 100 years
since the the Revd
Charles Matthews Vicar
of Titchfield went to
France to serve as
chaplain and minister
to the wounded at a base hospital.
In June he wrote in the St Peter's Parish
Magazine of his experiences saying that
since arriving he had witnessed some
very wonderful sights which had brought
home to him the tragic horrors of the
War in a manner which could not be
realised in England.
"Every man I speak to acknowledges the
mercy of God in sparing his life, and
many have made their Communions with
deep thankfulness" he writes. "I could tell
you many a story of the sufferings, the
patience, and even cheerfulness of many
a poor lad who is lying here - one
especially interests me - who has lost
both his arms. He always smiles when I
visit him, and he is making slow but sure
strides towards recovery. He was very
devout and thankful when I gave him
Communion after his second operation."
Charles Matthews uses the euphemism
"crossing the bar" for those who had
died of their wounds. He says that he
had written letters to the bereaved
parents and wives and he had
accompanied several relatives to the
cemetery for the last rites. They had
gone over to France to see their loved
ones but had arrived too late. The
funerals took place daily at 8.00 am and
the Officer's funerals at 2.30pm.

He writes of the several Sunday services
he conducted at the
hospital and at other base
camps and says that the
heartiness of the singing is
most inspiring. He
discovers that one feature
stands out prominently, the
intense feeling of the value
of Prayer and Intercession.
"Every man I have spoken
to believes in the power of
Prayer" he wrote. "One
dear lad told me that he and his chums
had said the 23rd Psalm daily in the
trench while the Germans were shelling
our front; and he added 'I believe, sir, God
heard and answered our prayer, as 4 out of
5 of us were spared.' "
Charles Matthews then goes on to issue
a mild rebuke to his parishioners. "I
mention this, because I know that there
are some at home who do not come to
Church to pray for our brave lads out
here. I can only say to such as these; if
you could come out here and visit this
hospital for half an hour with me you
would be absolutely convinced of the
need and the value of intercession for as
long as this ghastly war lasts."
It was to last for another three and half
years during which many thousands were
killed and millions more wounded and
damaged by their experiences. It still
goes on in the conflicts which followed
and those which are continuing today. As
we remember our war dead at the War
Memorial on Remembrance Sunday and
think of those servicemen and women
currently engaged in conflicts on our
behalf we should recall the words of
Charles Matthews and convince
ourselves of the value of intercession.
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Reflections on a Mountain

Tim Mason recalls an episode
World War when
Top in theanFirst
idyllic scene was
transformed by conflict

This August saw me
The Italians advanced easily at first over
taking a holiday in a part
the low lying ground but it was a very
of the world of which I
different matter as they bitterly fought
am very fond, namely the
their way up on to the higher ground of
Austrian
Alps.
Over
a
the mountains. Once there the troops had
Rauchkofel
period of just over a
not only to contend with their human
in the Tyrol
week I and a group of a
enemies, but also with the harshness of the
dozen others carried our heavy rucksacks
mountain winters. Many got frostbite and
from one lonely mountain hostel to the
large numbers actually died of the cold.
next, arranged by the Austrian Alpine
Others were taken to an early grave as
Club and under the very expert leadership
avalanches swept down the mountains
of Peter and Frances, a very competent
Some estimates suggest that more died in
couple of mountaineers. Whilst the first
that way than died under enemy fire.
couple of days was spent tramping
This was a very different mountain
through thick mist and being largely
far day
as the eyeenvironment
could see covered
frominthe one we were
unaware of our surroundings,Hills
the as
third
beautiful mystical
rolling cloud
observing
on a summer’s day in 2015, 100
dawned bright and clear. As we headed
years later, although signs of the conflict
out into the sunshine we looked about us
were there to be seen. The most obvious
at the stunning scenery.
ones were the crosses on the summits
We were at a height of over 2000 metres,
which had plaques upon them referring to
some 7000 feet, a vantage point from
the losses of human life. It took some
which the stunning beauty of this world
imagining to picture the dug-outs filled
was apparent to all. I’m a non-believer and
with men shivering with the cold or the
certainly the story of the creation, as it
tumbledown stable blocks being occupied
appears in Genesis, doesn’t hold a great
by horses. The vulnerability of all was
deal of credibility for me, but as I looked
apparent when looking out from the sniper
about me, I could see how the notion of
posts, often well protected rocky caves
divine creation could seem to be the only
with small openings commanding a clear
explanation for the beauty of this world.
view over the terrain below. Terrain with,
Jagged peaks protruded heavenwards, held
even today, coils of rusting barbed wire
up by great folds of rock beneath which
protruding from the rocks.
acres of loose scree tumbled down to high
It was reflecting upon the vulnerability of
alpine meadows. It was only much lower
the young men fighting under those
down that the highest of the mountain
conditions, that set me to thinking about
settlements were to be seen, with their
how it must have been for them, crowded
small herds of cattle. Lower still and
together, the night before going into battle.
certainly not visible, were the high Alpine
A battle from which they knew, from past
villages with their clusters of cottages
experience, many would not return. I
around a village church. Quite an idyllic
could imagine them being rounded up and
scene. But it was not ever so.
sent along to a brief service with the
We were walking along the border
military padré. I couldn’t imagine any,
between Austria and Italy; a border which
even the convinced atheists amongst them,
changed during the course of the First
not praying for their deliverance from the
World War after Italy joined the Allies and
battle to come.
attacked Austria from the south in 1915.

report by Karen Postle

Parish Retreat: ‘Sing a new song’
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage,

13

A group of eleven of
us, mainly from St
Peter’s, had the
incredibly spiritually
uplifting experience
of a largely silent
retreat at the
Community of St
Mary the Virgin last
month. We were led
by Rev Jane Richards
who took us expertly
through aspects of the Psalms, offering
very helpful insights and understanding
which will greatly enhance their role in
our faith lives. We were also privileged to
be led for one session by the remarkable
Sr Phoebe who explained the central role
of the Psalms in the Community’s life,
interspersed with fascinating stories from
her own life and ministry. Her extremely
helpful summary is worth repeating here:

This all allows the
words to seep in
and their meaning
to deepen. The
sisters’ singing of
the timeless words
of the canticles and
hymns was moving
and inspiring.
For someone who
cannot use one
word where ten will
do, I thought I would find the prospect of
silence – from after Compline until
supper the next day apart from during our
sessions – a challenge! This, however,
was a supportive, hospitable and
protective silence, with a velvet-like
softness. For me, sitting in St Mary
Chapel, it enabled me to hear God instead
of being preoccupied with wanting Him
to hear me!

‘The Psalms were the daily food of Christ
in his human life. They are the hymn
book of the Christian church throughout
the centuries. They continue to nourish
our conscious prayer and our unconscious
devotion; as we continue to say or sing
them, they unite us with our forebears in
the Church, and with the worship of the
heavenly host.’

There is so much more I could tell you
about which enhances the retreat
experience: Mother Maribel’s beautifully
carved and deeply moving Stations of the
Cross and statues, the remarkable atomic
Cross, the sisters’ kindness, gentleness
and compassion, the peace of the water
garden and silent garden, the views across
the downs… the list goes on!

A crucial element of the retreat was
saying the Psalms as part of the daily
offices. These begin with Lauds, at 7am,
which is a treat for the soul and a
wonderful start to the day. In a darkened
chapel we said and sung the words used
across the years as dawn gradually broke.
The offices continue through Terce, Sext,
the Eucharist and Vespers, ending the day
with Compline. We joined with saying
the Psalms, some of us rather tentatively
at first, as we became accustomed to the
slow pace, the deliberative pauses and
alternating the verses across the chapel.

In our final session with Rev. Jane we
each brought a verse, or more, from a
Psalm which had special meaning or
relevance for us. I felt that God was with
us as we listened, learned and prayed
together, giving us new songs and
spiritual food for our life journeys.
Our great thanks to Rev. Jane for her
leadership and to the Community for their
warm hospitality. Can we hope that this is
now an annual event?!

