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It is great to see clubs and societies returning to a new 'normal', albeit with
sensible precautions in place, and you can read how everyone from bellringers to Titchfield Abbey WI have adapted as well as seeing the
procedures in place at the Community Centre.
We have a report about the very successful Welcome Café which ran at St
Peter's Church during the summer and you can also read about the
splendid job which Chris Oakley does 'live streaming' church services. It is
a worrying time, with uncertainty about the parish's future, as Edwina Day
explains. Friends of St Peter's describe the work they're currently funding
and report on the excellent 'Jazz at the Barn'. From Living Word Church,
Senior Pastor Tracey Wickland wrote a very powerful article and, reading
it, we send our very best wishes to Chris and the family, hoping he will
make a good recovery and keeping him in our prayers.
You can read about recent celebrations, with the Lunch Club reaching 50
(and was that pop record quoted really that long ago?!), and Titchfield WI
celebrating their centenary. We have articles about forthcoming events and
you can find these listed in our Diary pages so have your diaries ready to
note the dates for these and for ordering your Christmas trees.
At Titchfield News we had a tea party to thank our
fantastic team of magazine distributors who, with
Gerry's organisation, go out in all weathers to ensure
your magazine arrives. What a year they've had with
risk assessments, GDPR, changed subscriptions etc.!
It was a very enjoyable occasion as our photo shows.
Michelle Stephens, head teacher at Titchfield Primary School, writes of the
challenges the school faced during the pandemic and their delight that
children are now back. Michelle is celebrating, too, and we congratulate
her on 25 years of teaching. We've interviewed Dr Tom Bertram about
important current issues at Sovereign Health. Just beyond Titchfield
controversy has raged over the closure of Fishers Hill as Catherine Witt's
article explains.
Your suspense about how John Hiett's tale of the pink toenail ended is over
and we have a real mystery about missing angels from Lady Mary
Wriothesley's monument. Instead of our short book reviews - and please
keep those coming – Margaret reviews Shuggie Bain drawing on her
memories of being a medical student in Glasgow.
We hope all our readers stay well and we'll be back with you in December.
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Thanksgiving and Remembrance
Rev. Janet Trevithick
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The Welcome Café
at St Peter's Church
Helen Perry

As the church year draws to a close, over the next two
months we will be focusing on giving thanks and
remembrance. During October, and inspired by the changing
colours of the leaves at this time of year, we marvel at the beauty of the
earth on which we live. As the harvest is gathered in the fields and also in
everyone's gardens, enabling us to store food for the winter, we cannot
help but be thankful.
But beware - having a thankful heart can be very infectious. Once you
start it's hard to stop and it's so good for us mentally and spirituality. We
really do have so much to be thankful for; living in peace and stability,
access to health care, a future for our children and, as I mentioned earlier,
the abundance of food that we can eat and much more.
The result of a thankful heart is often generosity. I am sure we are all very
aware of the plight of others around the world who are not as fortunate as
ourselves and once we have counted our blessings I feel that we will be
moved to be generous to others in any way that we can. At St Peter's we
will be celebrating our annual Harvest Festival on Sunday 3rd October at
9am and will be collecting essentials for the local Basics Bank.
November, of course, is a time of remembrance. Our All Soul's service will
be on Sunday 31st October at 4pm. This is where we remember together
and light a candle for those we have loved but whose lives we no longer
share. Remembrance Sunday, falling this year on the 14th November, is a
moment where we gather nationally and locally to remember those who
gave their lives in 2 world wars and other subsequent conflicts. We are
ever grateful for their unflinching service which has ensured that we have
been able to live peaceful lives in a secure country.
For Christians everywhere thanksgiving
and remembrance is not just reserved for
the end of the year. We remember daily
the great sacrifice Jesus made for us all
and give thanks that we are loved and
redeemed forever in every circumstance of
our lives.

The pop up café at St Peter's over the summer proved to be a welcome
and cheering opportunity for people to meet and catch up with each
other. There were plenty of visitors, many bringing friends and
neighbours with them. Some people came upon the café unexpectedly,
having chosen to visit our ancient church, and were pleased to take up
the opportunity of refreshments. Families with children enjoyed the
'Sheep Trail' around the church. The feedback received often mentioned
the pleasure in freely meeting with others…as well as the delicious
cakes!
Thank you, then, to all who supported the café and the church through
visits and donations. There were lovely conversations and a happy
community feel to each session. Thanks, too, for all thirty one of you who
gave your time and practical support to the overall project: baking,
setting up tables (and taking them down afterwards), welcoming visitors,
serving drinks and cakes, washing up, sharing conversations, playing
the piano! Everyone involved, visitors and helpers, were part of
something that we all appreciated together and it felt good …so let's do it
again and perhaps each find someone else to join in too.
Our hope is that The Welcome Café will pop up later in the year so look
out for details. In the meantime, anyone who feels like sharing coffee or
tea and biscuits with friends is very welcome to come along on
Thursdays when refreshments will be served following the new midweek
services which will be held at 10am. Better still, if you want to enjoy the
peacefulness of our lovely village church and a said communion service,
be there for 10am – all are welcome!

St Peter's Prayerline
Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress
and who needs the support of prayer?
Please contact
Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265
or Doreen White - 01329 843544

Every Day at 8.00pm
Pray at home with fellow parishioners and the St Peter's Prayerline,
as we pray for everyone who is fighting against the Covid-19 pandemic.
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Parish Meeting 21st July 2021

The Way Forward
Edwina Day - Vice Chair of St Peter's PCC
On 21st July we welcomed Acting Archdeacon Will Hughes and Area Dean
Ian Meredith to the Parish Meeting at St Peter's to hear an outline of the
situation regarding the restructuring in Portsmouth Diocese. The meeting
was well attended in person and online. Notes taken at the meeting are
available on the noticeboard at the back of St Peter's.

There has been little change since that meeting and discussions are
ongoing.
One of the main points raised before and since the meeting is that very
little detail has been made available about the process or potential of the
changes. This is what we know so far.
There have been discussions at Diocesan level about the need for change
since November 2020. However, we now understand that plans for
restructuring have been under consideration for at least the last 5 years.
The financial impact of the pandemic accelerated the need for change with
the realisation that retaining the 'status quo' was not an option.
In late 2020 and early 2021 the Parochial Church Council (PCC)
responded to the Diocesan consultation about our Parish and then
contributed to Deanery proposals for change. There have been many
meetings within the Deanery and the Diocese since. The plan put forward
by Fareham Deanery recommended a 'Covenanted Partnership' between
St John's Locks Heath, St Mary's Warsash, St Paul's Sarisbury Green and
St Peter's Titchfield. This arrangement would enable us to work together,
learn from the strengths of each other and mitigate our weaknesses while
remaining independent parishes retaining separate PCCs and church
officers. A Steering Committee is to be formed to further explore and
discuss this model. The Terms of Reference and a draft discussion
document for that body are being considered by each of the 4 church's
PCCs. It is hoped that the first meeting of this group will be held in early
autumn.
Having received the Deanery Plan, the Diocese introduced their own plan
suggesting 'Team Ministries'. This differed from the Deanery proposal as
outlined above.
What is the difference between the two models? Team Ministry is a legal
construct which is binding. It establishes a top-down management model
with a rector leading a team of clergy, readers and lay helpers. It would
amalgamate the four parishes into one large parish. Most administrative
aspects of the individual parishes would be brought together under one
central leadership and administration.

Will Hughes suggested at the meeting that a Covenanted Partnership and
a Team Ministry are not very different. This is true to the extent that they
each rely on co-operative working between a group of churches. However,
there is a fundamental difference. A Team Ministry does not guarantee a
vicar based at each church; instead, clergy are appointed to the team and
the decision to appoint remains with the rector and team. Filling a vacancy
is no longer a parish issue. Each church may have an identified clergy
person responsible for them but this person may also have other churches
where they have responsibilities.
The PCC believe it is important to maintain the current boundary and title
of the Parish of Titchfield rather than let it become amalgamated into a
much larger construct. Along with this we would hope to appoint an
incumbent for St Peter's who would maintain the focus of mission in our
parish, supported by lay workers, sharing outreach and ideas with the
other parishes in the partnership.
The burning question of the evening was the first one asked 'How long will
Titchfield be in vacancy?'. Currently there is no answer to this question. It
depends on how long the process of restructuring lasts and what form this
new structure takes. It also depends on the financial position of the
Diocese.
The PCC has written to the Bishop requesting an early resolution to this
situation given that we have been in vacancy for almost a year.
If there are questions you would like to address to the PCC please would
you email: stpeterstitchfieldpccsecretary@gmail.com

Bell-ringing News
Lyndon Hatfield
Nearly normal ringing has resumed! We have practices
(Wednesday, 7.30-9.00 pm) and Sunday service ringing
(08.30-9.00am). Because of the limited time on Sunday, we
get the bells ready on Saturday so you may hear the bells
rung singly around about 4pm.
We have been able to install a simple air extraction system in the ringing
room and, with the door open, have increased ventilation significantly.
Together with limiting the number of ringers in the room at any one time,
we are meeting the recommendations on mitigation of risks.
It does, however, mean that those not ringing are outside so, with the onset
of darker (and colder/wetter) evenings, we are able to take shelter in the
Chapter room. The additional benefit (!) is the exercise in climbing the
tower steps between ringing.
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Letter from
Titchfield Primary School
Michelle Stevens - Head Teacher

Dear Readers of Titchfield News,
I am writing this at the start of September and I am delighted that we are
entering Step 4 of the government's response to the pandemic. This means
that the children have been able to return to school almost as normal.
Last year was not the year we were expecting! We started off with all
children returning to school in September 2020 but as class 'bubbles' with
the children being kept separate from other classes during the day. The
children were amazing and adapted to following the protective measures
well. We did have a lot of disruption over the year, particularly in terms of
children and staff self-isolating, but we were grateful that we didn't have as
many class bubble closures as some schools suffered. My colleagues were
very grateful to receive their vaccinations over the year and we hope this
year will mean Covid 19 is more under control. We will wait and see!
Our exciting and engaging curriculum has continued and we fully embraced
technology to have 'visitors' to enhance the children's learning. We aim to
make our curriculum relevant and support the children to be part of the
Titchfield community. This included projects about Titchfield Abbey and our
play parks which meant the children were 'out and about' in Titchfield. The
Young Governors were invited to help the Mayor open the new Abbey
Meadows play park and they enjoyed being the first to use the new
facilities. We missed our usual visits to St Peter's Church through the year,
but our Year 6 children did manage to have the annual leavers' service in
the summer and we are grateful to Rev Janet and the churchwardens for
this.
The lockdown back in January was a challenging time for everyone in the
school community, but I am so proud of how we all pulled together. Within
one day of the national closure we were running remote education for the
majority of children at home and providing in-school learning for the children
of key worker families. Our aim was to ensure that all of the children had
access to technology at home and we were
overwhelmed with the kind generosity of many in the
Titchfield community who donated devices or gave
funding to purchase them. This meant all children
had the tools to take part in remote learning. Thank
you everyone who contributed to this!

The development of children's skills in learning using technology has been
huge over the year and we have used the government's 'catch up' funding
to buy software to support children's reading. The teachers also report that
their professional knowledge in computing has increased!
Our school library was revamped over the year and the children are loving
being able to borrow high quality books to support their learning and also
to allow them to read for pleasure. A lifelong love of reading is something
we aim to develop for every child in the school. The library is now an
inviting place to come and enjoy books.

We continue to develop the school into an excellent learning community
and we want our building and grounds to support that. This year
Hampshire County Council funded the playground to be re-tarmacked and
we used some of our Sports Premium funding to have amazing markings
put on the surface which encourage the children to be active.
The children were delighted to return to school this week and
are excited for the year ahead. All of my colleagues are looking
forward to teaching our fantastic curriculum projects. We hope
you enjoyed reading about the learning over the last year and
my colleagues will share further articles with you this year too.
This term I start tours for prospective parents for next year's
Year R and if you or someone you know in the community has a child who
will be celebrating their 4th birthday between September 2021 and August
2022 they will be able to join our lovely school in September 2022. Please
contact the school office on 01329 843322 for further information on how
you can get to know us.
We try and share posts about what we are doing in school on Facebook,
Twitter and our website so do follow us and you can see more of what we
get up to!
Incredibly, this is the start of my 6th year at Titchfield Primary School and I
am also receiving my long service award from Hampshire County Council
in October – it's 25 years since I had my first class of children! The time
has just flown by and it is such a privilege to be the head teacher of such
an amazing school. I feel so blessed to have the opportunity to impact
children's lives every day. I can't wait to see what this academic year
brings!

Kind Regards,
Michelle Stephens,
Head Teacher
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God's Steadfastness:
A personal story
Tracey Wickland - Senior Pastor of Living Word Church

for the amazing, tireless medical staff, we are thankful for family and the
church community who prayed and took care of us. We are forever
thankful that we are overshadowed by an awesome God who cares for our
every need, sees our every tear and hears our every cry.
Living Word Church meets at 10:30 am on Sunday mornings at 18 High
Street Titchfield (Old Titchfield Evangelical Church Building)

In 2019 my husband suffered an out of hospital sudden cardiac arrest and
subsequently had an S-ICD internal defibrillator fitted.
Fast forward to Wednesday 11th August 2021.
We'd had a family day out and in the evening hubby and I decided to go for
a stroll. We picked the South Downs hills behind Hambledon. As we
climbed a hill on a back road, Chris dropped to his knees and said he
thought his S-ICD device was going to deliver a shock to him. It did. Then it
did it again. I called 999. Chris received 2 more shocks before becoming
unconscious. It turns out he received 11 shocks over a 20 minute period. I
began CPR. I'm shouting at Chris, I'm shouting to the lady on the phone, I'm
shouting prayers to heaven.

When the lady says the ambulance is still 12 mins out I know I can't keep
up CPR for that long. CPR is hard work and I'm exhausted. I look up at the
sky and I cry out, 'Lord God, I need help'. As I continue CPR I look up and I
see a car approaching. We've walked this road many times and maybe only
ever seen 2 cars this way before. But one is here now. The driver is First
Aid trained and she comes to relieve me and we take turns at CPR. She is
literally a Godsend. I go running to the main road to direct the ambulance
while she continues CPR. All would certainly have been lost without her.
In the midst of such a horrendous day my overriding take-away is that no
matter what, God was still with us. I am never alone, never abandoned.
David says in the Psalms 'I cried out to the Lord and he heard me.'
Thousands of years later little old me cried out to the Lord and He heard
me.
Again the Psalms say 'The Lord is near to those who call on Him and close
to the broken-hearted.' Christianity doesn't always promise us a rose
garden but we are brought near to a God who is there. A God who
personally cares about little old me in my time of need and distress. There's
no road, however far off the map, that we need to walk alone.
Proverbs 18:10 says 'The Name of the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous
run into it and are safe.' God responds when we call on His name because
of who He is. He lives up to His name. He is my safe place, my 'Strong
deliverer'.
Over and over again in the following days we see God's hand over the
situation and His intervention in events. We are thankful. We are thankful

Jazz at the Barn
Pat Shirley - Chair of FOSP
The Friends of St Peter's (FOSP) organised their first event since the
beginning of lockdown in March 2020. We were hoping for a great
response and great weather for our open air event in order to make it a
success. We are pleased to write that it was just that: a success.

As usual we had help and support. The Titchfield Festival Theatre allowed
us to use the Tithe Barn at no cost, Aiden from Hadlows Butchers would
not take payment for his time roasting and preparing our hog which he'd
started doing at 4.30am!
The event itself attracted a lot of interest and we had to close down the
ticket sales well before the event itself. The Harry Strutters Four jazz band
did not disappoint; they played the best traditional Jazz all afternoon and I
am pleased to say that, after costs, we raised £968.

As many of you know, FOSP was established to preserve and maintain
the fabric of St Peter's Church (including its land, buildings, fixtures,
furnishings, fabrics, archives and treasures) and to generate enthusiasm
in the origins, history, architecture and development of the building.
At the moment we are making a significant contribution to the re-pointing
of the east wall of St Peter's which has an overall cost of £34,206. Your
support is vital in helping to achieve this goal and the committee thank you
for it.
If you would like to become a member of the FOSP it costs no more than
£10 per year and for this you get to hear about our events before they are
advertised to the public. Please email me at fosptitchfield@gmail.com for
more information
And finally...can I thank our committee members and others who helped
out on the day. It was a great effort on everyone's part and very much
appreciated. Here's to the next event at Christmas time.

9

10

Sovereign Health Network
Dr. Bertram updates us

For this issue we had the pleasure of speaking to Dr Tom Bertram, Clinical
Director for the Sovereign Health Network. We wanted to know all the
latest patient updates, so let's start with a bit of background.
How did the network come to work together this way?
"We have been working together as one big team across the Whiteley,
Jubilee and Highlands Practice (Fareham) GP surgeries for some time
and, in 2020, this arrangement helped give us the resilience to continue
providing services to our patients during the pandemic.
Since then, we have developed many new services, including a triage
system for patients who contact us, providing advice, prescriptions,
referrals and appointments as required. We have also used our shared
resources to operate specific clinics, such as for asthma care, cervical
screening and routine vaccinations.
We want to continue making these positive changes and over the
summer we have been gathering feedback to help develop our plans for
the future.
One of the areas we want to improve is how we communicate with
patients. We have recently launched a newsletter and we use the
Sovereign Health Network Facebook page* to post updates about our
services so people can check there for useful information if they are able
to."
Can you tell us more about one of these new services? The Social
Prescribing Team seems to have been providing good support to
patients.
"Our Social Prescribing Team is fantastic. Patients can chat with one of
our social prescribers about their general wellbeing and what they can do
to feel better in themselves. Perhaps they've felt lonely during the
pandemic, have struggled with their mental health, or they are looking for
a support group specific to their health needs. The Social Prescribing
Team can direct people to the right resources or groups, either in person
or online, and help you find what you need to improve that all important
sense of wellbeing."
Vaccinations continue to dominate the headlines, what are you
providing to patients locally?
"We are currently busy preparing for the annual flu vaccination
programme, due to begin from October 1st We are waiting for guidance to
confirm whether or not we can offer the flu and Covid booster vaccines
together or separately and, as soon as we can, we will write to everyone
eligible for either vaccine to make it clear when they can come in.
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So far, our uptake for Covid vaccines in the younger age groups is above
the national average. We are continuing to host clinics and sending
appointments or reminders to ensure as many people as possible have
the opportunity to get protected.
Anyone who experiences Covid symptoms, or perhaps has a negative
lateral flow or PCR test but still feels unwell, can get help. Contact us by
phone or eConsult and we will triage you to provide the most appropriate
support, whether that's a telephone call, video call, or an appointment."
You've mentioned your phone lines and eConsult as the main ways
to contact a local surgery. These can be frustrating to use, are there
any improvements planned?
"We know our phone waiting times are long and we are grateful for
people's patience in the queue. We've successfully recruited two new
team members who joined us in September, and we'll continue to try and
improve our response times.
Unfortunately, eConsult is a product that we cannot change, although we
are taking part in wider, national conversations about how to improve it
or change the model we use. The information you put in is valuable for
us in getting the right solution as quickly as possible, so it does serve a
purpose. We know not everyone can use a digital system this way which
is why we're continuing to develop our telephone team."
* Facebook page https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-bd&q=sovereign+health+network+facebook

Oasis Youth Club
Julia Mills
At last, after more than a year of closure and restricted activity due to the
pandemic, Oasis is back in full operation. As a reminder, Oasis is
accommodated in the Oasis room at the Community Centre, with the Scout
room at the Centre also available for the Tuesday evening sessions.
The weekly Oasis sessions are:
Tuesdays, 7.00 – 8.30 pm, for ages 10 to 13
Thursdays, 7.00 – 9.00 pm, for ages 13 to 18
Newcomers are welcome. The first evening is free and the subscription
thereafter is £1 per session.
For more information, including details of activities, please email Emma,
the Youth Leader, at emma@yservices.co.uk.
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Titchfield Gardeners' Club
Tina Williams
The summer has been an unpredictable one in the garden for local
gardeners; some vegetables and flowers matured and went over early,
others have been late – nature has not been reading the manuals!
Nevertheless, it has kept us on our toes.
Titchfield Gardeners' Club (TGC) has been busy too, with a visit to the
Hampshire Carnivorous Nursery, holding the Annual Autumn Show and
opening up for the first 'in-person' meeting in our new venue, the Parish
Rooms. Also, the club will have had a guided tour of Hilliers Arboretum by
the time you read this.
Titchfield Gardeners' Club continues to grow. We
now have the largest membership in our history and
interest remains high. This was demonstrated by the
great support from both the membership and
Titchfield villagers for the Annual Autumn Show.

stability. Mixing flowers with certain vegetables such as chard, fennel or
lollo rosso was also suggested to liven up the patio and have an edible
landscape. With smaller plots Barry Norman was an advocate of training
vegetables up netting or sticks and he showed examples of butternut
squash growing 14-foot up netting draped over a wall. He was not so keen
on hanging baskets for vegetables unless they had at least a depth of
45cm and a reservoir to keep the roots moist. He showed examples of
rhubarb, potatoes, carrots and beetroot grown correctly in containers and
yielding bumper crops.
Lastly, Barry Norman turned to raised beds with their own created soil
medium and bark or woodchip paths. They offered good accessibility, less
digging and were slug- free. Building raised beds with railway sleepers
was one option but a less expensive and lighter method is the use of
treated wood or old agricultural tanks. The use of a plumb line was
recommended when building to ensure even drainage.

Fareham Art Group
Carole Jarman

This is a report of our September meeting.

The Modern Kitchen Garden
Simon Edginton
For the first live meeting for TGC members in 18 months Barry Norman, an
RHS vegetable expert, gave a lively talk attended by over 40 members.
With over 50% of vegetables and 95% of fruit imported he gave a very
strong message that we should be growing more ourselves and eating
within the seasons.

Fareham Art Group is a thriving group which meets weekly on a Tuesday
afternoon in St John's Church Hall, Fareham where we practice all types
of art and get inspiration from our tutor.
Each month we have an evening demonstration from a well-known artist
at Holy Trinity Church Fareham. This is free to members who pay a
modest annual fee and there is a small charge for non-members.

This year, to celebrate our 70th anniversary, we are holding an art
exhibition and craft fair at Titchfield Community Centre on Saturday
30th October from 10am to 4.30 pm and on Sunday 31st October from
10am to 4pm. We hope you will come along and celebrate with us.

He then described the 3 types of vegetable gardens. Starting with the
traditional garden, which is fine for large plots, he emphasised the need to
minimise walking over the cultivated area by having temporary planks
rather than walkways of grass or slabs which encourage slugs etc. But he
suggested the old methods of double digging and putting manure at the
bottom was now proven to give no real advantage over spreading the
manure on the surface in the autumn and let it leech into the soil over winter
then lightly dig over in the spring.

The event and parking are free and there will be lots of art and crafts to
buy along with refreshments, a tombola, cards and gifts. You will also be
able to vote for your favourite painting or craft piece. This is the first time
we have held the event at Titchfield and we hope to make it a big
success.

He then moved on to container growing which he said was versatile but he
emphasised that use of shallow grow-bags was not always the best way
forward due to the need for constant watering. Larger pots were much
preferred for vegetable growing, using a 60 soil/40 compost mix to give

Find us on Facebook or look at our webpage at
https://www.farehamartgroup.co.uk to see all our events and activities.

Why not come along and purchase a unique work of art or craft or some
jewellery for a special gift or early Christmas present? Or come along and
sign up to join our friendly group - beginners are always welcome.

We look forward to seeing you.
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Titchfield WI Centenary Celebrations!
Wendy Culverwell

Made by Stitchfield

September has been a memorable month for
Titchfield WI. We have celebrated our 100th birthday!
The first meeting was held on 9th September 1921.
You may have seen the wonderful yarn bombing on
the Post Box for which many thanks to the talented
Suzy Jackson. Then, at our meeting at the end of
September, we celebrated by decorating the Parish
Rooms with bunting, crafted strawberries and hearts,
all made by our members. We had a delicious high
tea and displayed examples of the work members
had done during lockdown as well as photographs of
our many activities through the years.

We have very limited information on what they did at the very first meeting
but the WI then was not so much different from the organisation today. It
was very much focused on the home and domestic skills – the cake
baking and jam making is legendary – but it was also a campaigning and
educational organisation, trying to improve the position of women in
society and addressing issues of concern to them. We still do this today
and we have had some memorable successes, particularly around
women's health and education. We also have fun!
We meet on the 4th Monday each month at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms
and all ladies are welcome. Come and try us out - without obligation to
join. You are sure of a friendly welcome.

Titchfield Abbey WI Meets Again!
Margaret Wellington
We are back! Titchfield Abbey WI members are once again able to attend
meetings in Titchfield Community Centre. Our next meeting will be on
Tuesday 12 October, when the speaker will be Sophie Fryer on 'Hats Off
to Millinery'. The meeting will start at 9.30am, be socially distanced and
those attending are welcome to wear masks and bring their own cups for
tea/coffee. All are welcome; current, previous and new members, visitors
and anybody thinking of joining. We look forward to meeting you.

We're a Crafty Lot
at the Country Market
Sandi Jones
We don't just bake cakes and make jam – we knit, sew, paint, fuse and
patch! Come and see us at our Craft Sale Day at the Parish Room on
Saturday 16th October from 10-4 and discover just how crafty we are.
Sue knits hats and bags and felts them in the washing machine, grows
wonderful plants and produces beautiful greetings cards from her photos
of flowers and local scenes. Polly knits the most intricate lace shawls,
Sylvia makes individual greetings cards and jewellery, and Lisa turns CDs
and vinyl records into painted clocks and decorates the biggest gin
glasses you'll ever need! Our artists Lindy and Jane produce prints, cards
and fridge magnets of botanical pictures, seascapes and local landmarks.
Carol fuses glass to make coasters, sun-catchers and fridge magnets and
Vivien knits very fine woollen socks, just the job for keeping your toes
warm inside your wellies this winter. And Sandi sews handbags of every
size, shape and colour when she's not spending hours cutting material
into little bits and sewing them back together to make patchwork quilts!
Bearing in mind that there are only about nine weeks left before Christmas
we will also have all kinds of Christmas decorations for your home from
beaded bells to felted Christmas puddings to hang on the tree, and quilted
table runners and wall hangings. You could also order home-made
Christmas cakes and puddings, mince pies and chutney to be collected
from any of the Country Markets held at the Parish Room every Friday
from 9.30 -11.30am.
We will be offering tea, coffee and cake at the most modest price you'll
find for miles around, and a unique "shopping card" system for payment:
as you enter you'll be given a blank card on which all your purchases will
be written as you go around all the stalls. When you've finished shopping
you pay just once by cash or card as you leave – quite painless.
We're very proud of the Country Market Crafters, so do drop in and see
us, and yes, we will have cakes and jams for sale as well!

Police Advice on Using Electric Scooters
Our local policing team advise us that there have been reports of electric
scooters being ridden dangerously in the village. A full article about this
will appear in the December issue of Titchfield News but, meantime, you
can check out the Police advice on using e-scooters here: https://
www.hampshire.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rs/road-safety/
advice-escooters/
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Titchfield Lunch Club Celebrates
50 Years at Titchfield Community Centre
Ann Whyntie
"Chirpy Chirpy Cheep Cheep" by Middle of the Road was No 1 in early
July 1971 and everyone at the Titchfield Lunch Club was very 'chirpy'
when they met for the first time in 18 months in August for a special
afternoon tea to celebrate 50 years since the Club was first formed.
Helpers and members enjoyed sandwiches and scones
followed by a special cake and a glass of fizz to celebrate
the occasion and Titchfield councillor, Connie Hockley,
came along to add her congratulations.
The Lunch Club for 'Housebound and lonely people' was formed in July
1971 by Mrs JD Watts and started off on Wednesdays from 11am to 2.30
pm with 21 members who all lived in the village. It was run by volunteers
and was initially backed by the Hampshire Council of Social Services, Old
People's Welfare, plus a contribution of 2/- (10p) by members. Transport
was provided, and still is, for people who are housebound. The
Community Centre still has the original register with members' names and
attendances.
The Club continues to meet on Wednesdays and, post Covid restrictions,
has 15 members who are well into their 80s and 90s and who benefit from
getting out, meeting people and being given a good lunch. Lunches are
cooked by a rota of teams of cooks and helpers, still all volunteers, and
the present chairman and 'driving force' is Ken Moore. Ken has been
involved since 2003 and took over as chairman on the death of Doreen
Evans.
Members pay £3.00 for their lunch and £1 for transport which is provided
by a team of volunteer drivers, either using their own cars or the minibus
owned by the charity Communicare. Small costs are incurred by the Club
for using the minibus, but a major cost is a medical every 3 years for
drivers over 70. Yes, many of the volunteers are over 70!
The Community Association allows a generous reduction of the room
rentals and other donors have been Radio Solent, the Earl of
Southampton Trust, Fareham Borough Council and Zurich Insurance.
Zurich sometimes send a couple of helpers (that brings the average age
down a bit!) and generously organised hampers last Christmas.
If anybody wants to volunteer for a worthwhile cause or knows anyone
who would benefit from attending the Club, please contact Ken Moore
through the Community Centre, 01329 842933.

Titchfield Bowling Club
Dennis Dowsett -Club Secretary
Down by the canal in Bridge Street, the worms beneath the bowling club
greens are beginning to leave their messy, muddy mounds in increasing
numbers. A sure sign that the end of the outdoor season is fast
approaching.
Like the previous season, 2021 has been a difficult one; full of uncertainty
and a degree of trepidation amongst our members, as the restrictions that
have dominated our existence since Covid-19 found its way here have
gradually been removed. Despite all these difficulties a hard-core of
members have given their all to ensure that the club returns to something
resembling normality.
The greens, the surrounds and the cark park are in as good a state as
they have ever been and, during the close season, a team of volunteers
painted the exterior of the clubhouse.
Because of the restrictions, many things have had to be
done differently: the way we meet, the maintenance, the
competitions, the catering. Much has had to change.
Although recruiting new members has been difficult, thankfully our
numbers remain healthy, and the standard of play has improved
immeasurably. This is evident in how keenly contested and close most of
the club competitions have been this season. The club also managed
home and away fixtures against our old adversary, Hayling Island British
Legion, and recorded resounding victories on both occasions.
The club's ninety-ninth season starts in April 2022 so if you would like to
try the intriguing game of Old English Bowls, keep a lookout for details of a
taster session in spring next year.
Sadly, I must end by paying tribute to Bill Haile, an absolute stalwart of the
club who died in August this year. Bill and his wife Margaret have given
outstanding service to the club going back well beyond 2005 when
Margaret became club secretary until 2012. Bill agreed to take on the role
of chairman in 2014 at a very turbulent time in its history and helped make
the club what it is today.

Do You Like Playing Bridge?
A few of us are thinking of starting a new Bridge Club on Wednesday
mornings at the Community Centre playing Duplicate Bridge.
Anyone interested, please contact Diane Hood on 07765764551 or Ann
Whyntie, 07815632144 or annwhyntie@gmail.com
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Fishers Hill Closure
Catherine Witt
How can a mere 624 metre tree and hedgerow-lined leafy country lane
with no pavement cause so much contention?
Fishers Hill, which runs from Mill Lane to Catisfield, started as a track
more than 600 years ago and was a main thoroughfare for many on their
way to Winchester. The bridge between the Hill and the Abbey, formerly
known as Stoney Bridge, but re-named as the Anjou Bridge in 1445 when
Henry VI married Margaret of Anjou is now Listed Grade II. Over the years
the small track grew into a road for cars and buses, replacing centuries of
use by horse and cart. As time has gone on, and new estates and
industrial sites have popped up, traffic has inevitably increased and now
the hill is used as a cut through for drivers preferring to avoid the A27.
Many Catisfield residents and others no longer felt safe walking along the
road due to the volume and sometimes speed of the traffic that has
increased considerably in the past 20 years.
Then came Covid. During the Covid-19 crisis the Government
empowered Local Authorities to temporarily close roads
under 'Traffic Regulation Orders' and Hampshire County
Council (HCC) closed 42 roads. This initiative was to
encourage people to get out for walking and exercise, for the
value exercise brings to people's health and well-being. The
closure was unexpected and, although a huge success
locally, it was strongly opposed by people who still wanted to
use the road with their cars.
HCC's website states that they have 'secured £3.28 million from a
successful bid to the Government's Active Travel Fund' for traffic schemes
to improve residents' health and well-being. They have now surveyed the
hill for data on traffic and pedestrian/cyclist use and also contracted
Sustrans, the charity which supports cycling and walking, to organise a
survey for all Fishers Hill users. The resulting data was clearly in support
of a permanent hill closure under the council's 'Healthy Streets' plan. The
temporary closure over the past few months has created a stronger sense
of community and well-being. It's certainly a safer place to exercise and
has connected all ages to local nature and amenities. Sadly, due to
various roadworks all happening at the same time, it has also caused
irritation for many people who are now going back to work and are
becoming stuck in traffic jams. This is happening when a filter is put on the
A27 gyratory or at rush hour times and has been antagonized by the,
albeit short-term, roadworks elsewhere compounding traffic issues.
Clearly there are two very opposing thoughts on how Fishers Hill should be
used whilst protecting the historic hill and Anjou Bridge for future
generations; kept as a road and used as it has been for many generations,

or closed to traffic for walkers, cyclists, runners and horse riders to use.
HCC conducted a consultation and a decision is due to be made in early
autumn.
Updates are here: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/transportschemes/
atffishershill and the scheme overview is here:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/transportschemes/hantscovidtravel .
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Missing Angels
Laura Matthias -Shakespeare Southampton Legacy Trust

Can you please help us find two lost angels? On the south wall of the
Southampton Chapel of St Peter's Church is a beautiful Jacobean
monument to the memory of Lady Mary Wriothesley. She was the fourth
daughter of the third Earl of Southampton and she died on January 5th,
1615. Her little recumbent figure is in period dress and the monument is
executed in black and white marble. The monument is thought to have
been made by Epiphanius Evesham (probably 1570 – 1623), the
fourteenth son of a Hereford squire who learned his art with the AngloFlemish sculptors of Southwark.
The missing angels were described and painted by
R.H.C. Ubsdell in 1840 and were photographed in
1943 by C.J.P. Cave Esq. F.S.A. The last known
colour photo was taken in the 1970s. The angels sat
at either end of the monument and were about 25
inches in height.
Lord Montagu of Beaulieu is currently leading an
appeal through the Shakespeare Southampton Legacy Trust to restore
this monument and would be grateful to receive any information, early
drawings or photographs of the monument. If you have any information
regarding the whereabouts of the two missing angels, please don't
hesitate to contact Lord Montagu at sslt@beaulieu.co.uk .
A photograph of Ubsdell's painting can be viewed at:
https://sslt.odoo.com/r-h-c-1840-lady-mary-wriothesley-monument-csal/238a/7rv
Advert pictures provided by the advertisers
Majority of pictures/images provided by contributors
Remaining pictures from

http://freepik.com
http://www.vecteezy.com/free-vector/kids-computer
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- rent arrears
- holidays
- child day/holiday care

Francis Knight
As well as looking after the 19 Almshouses we own in Titchfield, the Earl of
Southampton Trust can offer help to persons in need living in the 'Ancient
Parish of Titchfield.' The areas covered are: Sarisbury and Whiteley (parish
of St Paul's), Titchfield (parish of St Peter's), Locks Heath (parish of St
John's), Warsash (parish of St Mary's), Stubbington (parish of Holyrood)
and Lee-on-the-Solent (parish of St Faith's).
Our constitution and Charity Commission regulations mean we are only
able to help people living within this area.
Over the past 400 or so years the Trust has given money to people in need
in the Parish for all kinds of reasons including these examples:
1788 'to William Lowe to buy hair to carry on the trade of Wigg-maker'
1790 'to widow Godden £2.12.8. to allow her to carry on the trade of
cordwainer' The widow obviously wasn't that good at making shoes, or
maybe they didn't wear them in the village, because we had to give her
another £2.2.0 two years later
1792 'to Jno Crips 7s 6p who had the misfortune to fall off a house and
broke his arm'
1794 'to Thomas Bower £1.1.0. who's wife had a 'disordered' mind'
1795 'to John Aubrey £3.3.0 a poor hardworking man to enable him to
buy a horse'
1821 'Purchased 40 flannel waistcoats, 40 flannel petticoats and 95
pairs of stockings for distribution to the poor'.
During the early 1800s we also paid a yearly sum to a schoolmaster for
teaching 12 poor boys to read and write. In the years leading up to 1894 we
supported 12 apprentices in various professions by supplying both tools
and subsidies to their employers. Support for apprenticeship continued up
until WW1. In 1905 a Mrs Reid received support to enable her to undergo
training to become a midwife.

To be honest we don't get a lot of applications for hair or horses these days
but the Trust continues to help local people experiencing difficulties in a
number of ways. Instead, assistance has been given for the following in
recent years (but is not restricted to these areas):
- furnishings
- payment of household bills

- food vouchers
- household appliances
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- transport
- respite care
- medical equipment

Applications for grants must be made by a recognised agency (e.g. Social
Services, Health Visitors, schools etc.) and are means-tested. Most
recently, during the Covid pandemic we were approached by the Primary
School to help with purchasing 8 computers at a cost of over £1,600 in
order that local children could continue their learning during lockdown.
Our website www.eost.org.uk has a downloadable application form for
those wishing to apply.
Other ways to contact the Trust:
Our office at 24 The Square, Titchfield PO14 4RU is usually open from
9:30am until 1:30pm every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (Clerk: Mrs
Tracey Kenney).
Email : info@eost.orh.uk

Phone: 01329 513294

Autumn Word Search

AUTUMN

MACS

CHUTNEY

MIST

CORN

ORANGE

EAR

PICKLE

FALL

PUMPKIN

FOLIAGE

SLOES

HAYSTACK

STRAW

HIBERNATE

SUNFLOWER

JAM

WHEAT

LEAVES

WINE

Answers on page 31
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The Challenges of Live-streaming
Church Services
Covid-19 has brought many challenges but also enabled creative ways of
doing things and given opportunities for people to use their skills and
talents to the full. This has certainly been the case for Chris Oakley who
has been doing a fantastic job 'live-streaming' the Sunday church services
from St Peter's.
This was a new venture for Chris whose 'night job' is in the inspection and
maintenance side of track maintenance for Network Rail. As an essential
worker, he has worked consistently through all of the lockdowns. If that
seems a long way from the technical wizardry of live-streaming, Chris'
background includes a degree in computer systems engineering and on
one occasion, as a hotel worker in Devon, he live-streamed a couple's
wedding to their parents in China. He learned about streaming from
watching other people streaming on YouTube videos and gleaned some
information from the Church of England website. As someone with an
interest in computers, Chris is used to locating relevant information when
he needs it and he was able to try things out at home to see what worked
best. Luckily Rev. Susan knew of Chris' interests in IT and so, when it
became clear that it would be some time before church services could
return to normal, she asked if he could help.
Covid-19 meant there was a risk that people would feel cut off from the
church because, during the first lockdown, the church was closed so no
services could take place. Initially Rev. Susan recorded services in the
vicarage and then, when she was allowed back into the church, from
there. These services were uploaded onto the church website and
available for people to watch online. When more people were allowed to
come back into the church, Chris brought in some equipment he already
had, together with more which he bought, including a new digital cine
camera. He did a test run, streaming a service with just a couple of
people, and then started streaming weekly services, attended at first by
just the churchwardens and people taking part in the service. At the end of
July 2020 more people were allowed to attend services and Chris
continued streaming them so that people unable to attend church can
watch the services 'live' as they happen or at a later time.
There have been challenges! A medieval church is simply not designed for
live streaming! Chris, however, has met the tests head on! Lighting in the
church is the main difficulty, with some dark spots and problems if the
camera focuses on a window, with light coming from behind, and then
moves away, so it can't adjust. Much fiddling with camera settings has
resolved the problems. Another difficulty was sound because the church
has an echo so recorded music is best channelled through the church's
sound system, rather than via microphones. There have been the

inevitable IT glitches such as losing internet access, the camera freezing
or programmes suddenly not working and often the time-honoured IT
solution of switching off and on again has to be employed. Aside from
these practical issues, the church had to ensure it had a license for
streaming in order to meet legal requirements.
Over time, Chris has found a pattern which, while not ideal, does work. He
works 3 Saturday nights out of 4, returning home at 4 or 6am. This gives
him time for a brief rest, shower and snack before he prepares all the
equipment at home, arriving at church with the order of service and words
for hymns already loaded. Needless to say after the service Chris goes
home and collapses!
Chris modestly describes it all as a 'learning experience' but definitely a
very rewarding one. It has enabled people to remain in contact with
services and obviated the need for using paper in church which, in turn,
has minimised infection risk. Chris is aware that services are reaching a
wider audience beyond the congregation at St Peter's and that is also
gratifying. The church has bought some additional equipment to use on
weeks if Chris is away and he has trained 2 more people to stream
services but said it would be a great help if more people could do it.
Overall it has been a great success and St Peter's has been so lucky to
use Chris' skills.

23

A Native American Parable:

The story of the two wolves
As part of his sermon on Sunday 8th August Dave Foster, recently licensed
as a Reader at St Peter's, told the story of two wolves. It's a Native
American parable which doesn't seem to be attributed to anyone but gives
an important lesson for people of all faiths and none. Dave has kindly
written it up for us.
An old Cherokee chief was teaching his grandson about life…"A fight is
going on inside me," he said to the boy "A terrible fight between two wolves.
One is evil – he is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity,
guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, self-doubt, and
ego. The other is good – he is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility,
kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion, and faith.
This same fight is going on inside you – and inside every other person,
too."
The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather,
"Which wolf will win?"
The old chief simply replied, "The one you feed."
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Friends of Fareham Community Hospital

Update
The Friends of Fareham Community Hospital have released their latest
newsletter. Here are the main points of interest:
 The most recent update from the hospital shows they have

vaccinated over 34,000 people and are hoping to start the booster
programme once they get the sign off to do so from the CCG. They
will also be delivering the winter flu programme but details of this are
still to be confirmed.

 Life is slowly opening up for all of us. It is very clear that, sadly, we

are going to be living with Covid for some time to come. The NHS
has recognised that, for a number of people, starting to resume a
more normal lifestyle after so many months in lockdown may lead to
anxiety. If you are concerned about beginning to meet up again in a
less restrictive environment, or to venture out into the community
again, the NHS have produced a series of ideas to help with these
feelings. It is called "11 Ways to Cope with Anxiety about coming out
of Lockdown". It can be found at:
https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/coronavirus/tips-to-cope-with
-anxiety-lockdown-lifting/

 If you feel that you are affected by Long-Covid, your doctor can refer

you to Southern Health's Long-Covid Clinic.

NHS COVID Pass Fraud
The NHS COVID Pass is available to demonstrate your COVID-19 status
either in a digital or paper format.
For information on how to get your free NHS COVID Pass, visit
www.nhs.uk/nhscovidpass.
Criminals are now using the NHS COVID Pass as a way to target the
public. They are sending imitation text messages and emails and making
phone calls pretending to be from the NHS. They are offering fake vaccine
certificates for sale online and through social media.
If you are contacted about your NHS COVID Pass:
• Be alert to links and attachments in unexpected text messages or
emails
• Do not respond to requests for money, passwords or financial details
• Challenge: Could it be fake?
• Use the official NHS COVID Pass website (see above)
If you are suspicious about a phone call, hang up. If you are suspicious
about an email, forward it to report@phishing.gov.uk. If you are suspicious
about a text message, forward it to the number 7726, which is free-ofcharge.
If you believe you are the victim of a fraud, please report this to
Action Fraud by visiting actionfraud.police.uk or calling 0300 123 2040.

 It has become necessary to relocate the very successful Memory

Group to the British Legion in Brook Lane. This was not a decision
taken lightly but, in order for the Community Hospital to provide the
very much needed chemotherapy unit, the group had to vacate the
Tom Smith room. Although this group will be based out of the
hospital temporarily, it will still be called Friends Memory Group and
the affiliation with the Community Hospital will certainly not be
affected.

Can you get the ingredients
to the pickle jar?

Sudoku
Fill each row, column and marked
rectangle with the numbers 1 to 6

If you would like to read the complete newsletter it can be found at
https://www.friends-of-fch.org/current-newsletter/

Book Reviews
Read a good book lately? Please write a review, about 60-70 words long,
and send it to magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
Answers on page 31

25

26

When Fact and Fiction Meet
Book review by Margaret Thompson

Shuggie Bain by Douglas Stuart - pub Picador
I'm setting this review in the context of my own experience of living and
studying in Glasgow in the '60s. I arrived in Glasgow in 1964 to start at
University dressed in my twin set and pearls and skirt (no trousers allowed
for female medical students). I did not know the city at all although I had
lived there for the first 18 months of my life as my father was working at the
Royal Infirmary. As I had read No Mean City (Herbert Kingsley Long, 1935)
about the razor gangs in the Gorbals I was apprehensive.
Glasgow was a great place to do medicine. There were only 50 women in
our year with 200 men. We were barely tolerated by the male lecturers
although some of the women lecturers were not much better.
The beauty of studying medicine in the city was we saw a lot of medical
conditions and social situations. There were four large hospitals, with three
mental hospitals. One of my psychiatric units was opposite the 'Model
Lodging House', the Great Eastern (hhttp://hiddenglasgow.com), where
men could rent a chair or a rope to lean on during the night, and then turn
up at hospital with paralysed arms from the pressure.
The fifth-year students ran the Accident and Emergency Depts; we fourth
years did the work. We were told not to worry if a man came in with a
hatchet in his head but if someone took it out that was serious as the blood
flow would not stop. Most people needing stitching did not require an
anaesthetic, having their own internal one! I do worry about the kind of
scars we inflicted on those Glasgow drunks, where nowadays they would all
be treated by plastic surgeons. As obstetric students we attended flying
visits to domiciliary births in 'single ends' (a room and kitchen with box beds
(beds in the walls) with our drips set up on upside down brushes - all that
was available. Social obstetrics in Scotland, led by the Aberdeen team,
encouraged births for first time mothers to be in hospital and the mortality
rate for mothers and babies went down.
My son gave me this book for Christmas as he knew I would enjoy a Booker
Prize winner but also a book set in Glasgow. Reading 'Shuggie Bain'
brought Glasgow in its glory and its mean streets - chain gangs on the
street waiting for students had to be avoided - back in vivid technical colour.
I worked in Glasgow as a young doctor in similar housing estates with
similar families. It was the women in the housing estates who banded
together to support young mums and supervised the play sessions for the
young children.
The book opens with Shuggie aged 16 relating his life history. At that point
he is working in a delicatessen. He was a lonely boy, seen as different by

his peers and struggling with his sexuality. He is artistic and dreams of
being a hairdresser.
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Shuggie lived with his alcoholic mother, Agnes, and his life was a constant
struggle to keep her from drinking, encouraging her to eat and keeping
alcohol out of the house from the age of six years to her death when he was
fifteen. There are some very funny parts. It is very easy to find yourself
identifying with the mother and son and their struggles and recognising the
Glasgow of the book. But it is not a book for the faint hearted.
Shuggie, Agnes and her son Leek and daughter, Catherine, start off living
with her parents but she feels constantly criticised. His mother is a beautiful
woman and dresses well, likes to be out dancing and drinking and being
with her friends. She decides to move out so she can have her
independence, but this is the slippery slope towards full time drinking and
no work.
Shuggie has a father (Shug), but he is abusive as he cannot cope with the
drinking and they have to escape from him. Sadly true then and now,
though there were few safe houses for mothers then and in my experience
most wives took abusive husbands back. Other men come and go.

They move round Glasgow one step ahead of the bailiffs – a common
situation. His mother arranged a flat swop with a family in a pit village which
sounded great but was dire. The coal had disappeared and the pits were
closed. The women, as they do, kept their families together and found
money for food. The men drank. The miners' wives are supportive of each
other in their poverty, but view Agnes as having airs and graces with what
they think is a posh South Side accent in a city where people were very
wary of differences.
They moved back to the South Side, but things go from bad to worse.
Catherine moves to Australia and Leek moves out. Shuggie is left on his
own. He does his best, keeping the benefits back for food and trying to
curtail Agnes' drinking, but eventually it is not enough and his mother sadly
dies. Her funeral is packed with the miners' wives turning up, old boyfriends
and ex-neighbours. The last man in her life comes, but not Shug.
Douglas Stuart is an elegant, empathetic writer. I was fortunate recently to
hear him being interviewed by Nicola Sturgeon online during the Edinburgh
book festival. He was equally interesting 'live'. He said that it was not an
autobiography as such but he did draw on his life experiences. Douglas
Stuart has survived and emigrated to the USA, where he met his husband
and became a fashion designer and lecturer.
The book stands for itself, but it reminded me of the tough life many children
lived and are living. But it also reminded me of the great city of Glasgow
with its culture but also the resilience and the humour of its people, and that
despite the life Shuggie lived, he was loved by his mother. Although it is a
hard read you will not forget it and the writing is powerful.
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John Hiett's Tales of the Brynna

The Pink Toenail - Part 2
We left John thinking of a trick to play on his lecturer, Spike Probert, by
using the foot with the pink toenail but here's what happened next:
My plan was to get into his lecture early, sit in the front row and take off my
shoes and socks. I would draw up my left leg into my trouser, and put the
Egyptian foot on the floor in front of me, with the ankle poking up into my
trouser leg. My right foot would be alongside it. So Spike would see two
bare feet, a small left foot and a bigger right foot with a pink middle toenail. I
went to the Bluebell that evening for a few Black &Tans with Sumption, and
we discussed the plot. We agreed what his part would be in the unfolding
drama.
Sometimes life plays tricks with a trickster. I was lying in bed that night
when I heard a tap, tap, tap noise. I opened my eyes to see a young girl
hopping across my room. She was olive skinned with beautiful cheekbones,
a fine long dress and luxuriant hair. She had a jade coloured necklace
across her breast which gleamed in the light from the street lamp coming
through my window. She spoke in Coptic, which is close to Welsh, so I was
able to understand her. "Please give me back my foot" she said, "I've been
so miserable without it. I can't get to the souk to buy the things young girls
want. Please help me."
Now l'm a sucker for a sob story and I could never resist a cry from the
heart. I thought of all she had suffered for 3000 years, and the
comparatively small amount of pleasure I would get from it. "l knew when I
bought it that you would come for it" I said, "l bought it to give it back to
you". She gave a cry of delight, grabbed the foot from my desk and fitted it
on. She gave a little dance around the room. She was so happy I felt it was
all worthwhile.
She said "You've been so kind to me. l'd like to give you my necklace in
exchange". She took the jade necklace from her neck and put it on my
desk. Then she had another idea. "l'm sure my father the pharaoh would
like to thank you. Will you come with me.?" "Gladly" I said, and she took my
hand and we whirled away. I was quite giddy by the time we landed in a
great stone hall. At the other end of the hall sat seven pharaohs. The
middle one spoke to me, again in Coptic, to thank me for my kindness and
to ask if he could reward me in any way. By now I was drunk with
excitement. "l've given your daughter her foot" I said, "Why don't you give
me her hand?" He was furious. How could his daughter, a princess of an
ancient Royal house, marry a coal miner? He flew (literally) across the room
and shook my shoulder.
I heard Sumption's voice " come on, wake up, you'll be late for Spike's
lecture". I stumbled awake, dressed and went to my desk to pick up the

foot. It wasn't there. But in its place was a jade necklace. lt was lying on my
notes about astronomical surveying. I had first learned about this from Guto
Cwmciwc all those years ago. They were sketches of the sun and the stars,
all millions of miles away. lt seemed appropriate that the necklace should lie
there.
After I graduated, I joined the NCB Directed Practical Training scheme and,
as part of this, I was sent to have a look at some French coal mines near
Lens. I thought it fitting to take the necklace with me, and present it to the
museum in Lens. I expect you can find it there today. lt has a notice under
it: 'Presented in memory of Captain Thomas Evans and the Countess
Avdotya Alexsandrovna'.

Update from Titchfield Community Centre
We are fully open! With legal restrictions ending on 16th July 2021 the
majority of our user groups, including some new groups, are back and
enjoying their activities. See our 'What's On' page in this magazine.
We feel a responsibility to try and keep everyone, including our staff, safe
and therefore we do offer guidance for groups and group leaders.
We would ask you to wear masks in communal areas, honour hand
hygiene and, of course, stay at home if you have Covid symptoms.
Distancing is no longer a legal requirement, but we ask that you show
consideration to others. It is up to group leaders and their members
whether they wear masks in their session, as is the number of people in a
room so long as it does not exceed what the room would hold anyway.
Opening windows and doors for ventilation is also very strongly
recommended.
You can still check in using the NHS app and use lateral flow testing - still
an incredibly useful tool in reducing the spread of the virus.
Basically, it's all down to common sense and a respect for others, which is
no bad thing.
The Community Centre's contact list is being updated and will be available
soon. For any queries regarding meetings/events, please contact the
Centre. Please see 'what's on' page for contact details. Many thanks.
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Events Diary:

October and November 2021
Please note that most events require advance booking

Date, Time & Place

Event details

6th October, 7.30pm

Titchfield Gardeners' Club (TGC)
'The History and Purpose of the National Garden
Scheme' by Mark Porter.

Zoom meeting

Visitors welcome.

Date, Time & Place

Event details

3rd November,
7.30pm

TGC 'Planting and Growing Autumn Bulbs', by Tim
Woodland. Visitors welcome; fee £3. Please e mail
if you would like to attend:
tgc.meetings@gmail.com

Parish Room

10th December
Details to follow

Friends of St Peter's (FOSP) 'Winter Glitz
Evening'. Look out for more details at:
https://www .friends-of-st-peters.org/

Fee £3 - contact club secretary for login details
tgc.meetings@gmail.com
12th October, 9.30am
Titchfield Community
Centre
16th October, 10am-4pm

Titchfield Abbey WI
'Hats Off to Millinery' by Sophie Fryer
All welcome
https://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/titchfield-abbey
-wi/
Country Markets Craft Market
See article on page 15

Parish Room
24th October, 11am-4pm.

Autumn Steam Up & Halloween

Bursledon Brickworks,
Swanwick Lane

Booking essential, see
www.bursledonbrickworks.org.uk
or phone 01489 576248.

30th October 10am4.30pm
31st October 10am-4pm

Fareham Art Group art exhibition and craft fair
Entry free, no booking needed
See article on page 13

Titchfield Community
Centre

1st November

Deadline for ordering Christmas trees
See notice in the front section

2nd November, 7.30

Titchfield Village Trust Special AGM,
open to everyone. For information see:
https://www.titchfieldvillagetrust.com/

Parish Room

Letters to the Editors
We welcome letters to the Editors, either for publication or just to send us
your views, so do please contact us at: magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
making it clear whether or not your letter is for publication by
November 10th 2021 please.

Titchfield on the web
Information on Titchfield .......................................... www.titchfieldnews.com
Information on St Peter's Church ....................... www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
Friends of St Peter's Church ............................. www.friends-of-st-peters.org
Information on Titchfield Village Trust ............. www.titchfieldvillagetrust.com
Titchfield Community Centre ............. www.titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk

Puzzle Answers
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St Peter's Church
Church Street, Titchfield, Hants, PO14 4AG

office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
01329 847003
welcoming all

celebrating life

sharing the journey

Sunday Worship
We meet in church at 9.00 am every Sunday for a service of Parish
Communion, which is live streamed for those unable to join us and
continues to be available on the church website stpetertitchfield.org.uk
We are encouraging Covid-secure good practice, including hand
sanitisation, social distancing, and the wearing of face coverings.
Midweek Worship
Every Thursday Holy Communion at 10.00 am in church followed by time to
meet and chat over coffee and biscuits.
Harvest Festival, 9.00 am Sunday 3rd October
Harvest Thanksgiving followed by coffee and refreshments in church.
All gifts and donations in aid of Fareham and Gosport Basics Bank.
All Souls' Day, 4.00 pm Sunday 31st October
A traditional Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance, especially for
those who have lost loved ones in the past year.
For further information - see our website stpetertitchfield.org.uk or
leave a message for Liz in the Church Office at any time on 01329 847003

From the Parish Registers
Baptisms
Weddings

* Term time only

Funerals

15th August

Aurora Star Kellie Couzens.

15th August

Archie Dennis MacKinder.

17th July

Thomas Kimber and Katie Lilley.

24th July

Alexander Parry and Camilla Ashton.

16th August

Graham Cawte and Jill Pearce.

9th September Anthony Crook (54).
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE
ORGANISATIONS
ST PETER'S CHURCH
Vicar
Curate
Reader
Church Office
Churchwardens:
P.C.C.Secretary
Treasurer
Stewardship Recorder
Organist
Capt. of the Tower (Bells)
Friends of St Peter's

Interregnum
Revd Janet Trevithick
Dave Foster
Open: Mon-Thurs 9 - 12
e-mail: office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
Website www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
Ms Barbara Le Sueur
Mr Peter Gordon c/o Church Office
Mrs Helen Andrews c/o Church Office
Mr Martin Reid c/o Church Office
Mr Iain Windebank c/o Church Office
Mr Keith Miller, c/o Church Office
Mr Lyndon Hatfield
Mrs Pat Shirley
Website www.friends-of-st-peters.org

01329 847003
01329 847003
01329 847003
01329 847003
07453 808200
01329 847003
01329 847003
01329 847003
01329 847003
01489 579160
01329 849921
01329 846646

TITCHFIELD VILLAGE
Primary School
Parish Room
Earl of S'ton Trust
Village Trust
Community Centre
Jubilee Surgery
Jubilee Surgery Patient
Participation Group
Bonfire Boys
Titchfield Luncheon Club

TITCHFIELD NEWS
Editorial Team
Distribution
Advertising
Reporter

Reception
01329 843322
Lesley Blackburn - for bookings
07486 891728
(calls taken 9am-6pm or voicemail)
Mrs Tracey Kenney
07458 304031
Mr Nick Girdler
01329 847930
Mrs Mary-Kate Smith (Manager )
01329 842933
Reception
01329 844220
See www.jubileesurgery.co.uk for latest contact details
Awaiting new committee
Message Line
07768 283725
Mr Ken Moores
01329 315615
email: magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
Karen Postle, Margaret Thompson, Karen Rizzi
Gerry Pontefract
Tony Postle (temporary post)
Harry Sowerby

YOUR LOCAL TITCHFIELD COUNCILLORS
Hampshire County Council
Fareham Borough Council

Mr Geoff Hockley
Mrs Connie Hockley
Ms Tiffany Harper

01329 287365
01329 287365
01329 844074

Mrs Suella Braverman

01329 233573

YOUR LOCAL MP
Member of Parliament

Opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent
the views of the Parochial Church Council

Kindly mention "Titchfield News" when responding to advertisers
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How much is your
property worth?
The housing market
is moving.
Are you curious to
find out the value of
your home?
Call today for a free no
obligation valuation from
our highly experienced
Titchfield team:
Tel: 01329 844812

Vanessa Wrixon
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John Henry

Helen Brown

Kindly mention "Titchfield News" when responding to advertisers

Kindly mention "Titchfield News" when responding to advertisers
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CELEBRATE WITH US
Do you have a special occasion to celebrate? At Titchfield Community Centre we have a
range of party suites to meet your needs, whether it be a christening, wedding,
anniversary, children's party or special birthday – including 18th and 21st parties. Call us
today on 01329 842 933 or email enquiries@titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk
Mill Street, Titchfield, PO14 4AB
Registered charity 1109062
titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk

Ladies Quality Fashions
Outfits for every occasion including
Mother of the Bride/Groom, Cruise, General Wear & Prom Dresses
At 7 Warsash Road, Warsash, SO31 9HW
www.davinasladiesfashion.co.uk
Monday to Saturday 10am - 5pm
Telephone - 01489 880900

Free Parking
opposite

During the pandemic please handle this magazine with care

