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From the Editors' Desk 

We write this with some concerns about what Christmas will be like this 
year, given the persistence of Covid (and don't even start us on the subject 
of people not wearing masks indoors!) but we wish for better chances for 
celebrations this year and, above all, hope all our readers and those close 
to them are keeping well. 

However you spend Christmas we have plenty of reading for you! Do also 
make sure you have your diaries handy to make a note of all the upcoming 
events in our Diary pages. As well as updates from clubs and societies and 
an important consultation about the Day Rooms, Peter Jeffs has written 
about the history of Titchfield Carnival and Mary Parrett has found a 40 year 
old copy of the magazine with articles which still resonate today. We have a 
tale from the Brynna with a local twist from John Hiett and our book reviews 
might give ideas for Christmas reading. Are you using your local libraryé or 
borrowing books online? The article from Hilary Merrett at Hampshire 
Libraries explains what an amazing service they provide. 

Very sadly, we lost a stalwart of the church and village when Paul Cousins 
died in October and we have two moving tributes to him from Sheila Hignell 
and John Hiett. 

At this time of year people often think of how they can support others and 
we have an article about an excellent charity – Days for Girls – from Sandi 
Jones. We also have information about how you can support people who 
have been evacuated from Afghanistan and David Hignell has written about 
running the marathon to raise funds for pancreatic cancer research. Di 
Hatfield has helpfully updated us on the Winchester Charities' Xmas Card 
Shop. 

Amanda McKinnon, at Titchfield Primary School, tells us about teaching 
religious education and Dr Tom Bertram keeps us informed about 
Sovereign Health. He also explains about an important online open 
discussion meeting coming soon. It is clear that our surgery, like all of the 
NHS, is facing huge pressures at the moment. 

Readers will have noticed that Harry, our reporter, has not written anything 
for us lately. Harry has recently been very busy completing a 'CELTA' 
certificate in teaching English to speakers of other languages but we hope 
he'll be back with us soon as we certainly miss his articles. Meantime, as 
you'll see, your editors have made a couple of contributions which we hope 
you will enjoy reading. 

Please keep sending us your articles, book reviews, Diary items and photos 
for our cover. We'll be back in February and, meantime, we hope that you, 
your families and friends have a very happy Christmas and New Year. 

mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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Whilst listening to the radio the other day, it came as quite a 
shock to me when I heard someone remark that they 
preferred Halloween to Christmas! Why would this person 

feel like that, I asked myself? Well I am sure you may all have your own 
ideasé.! I recently read a very amusing reflection on Christmas written by 
Stephen Cottrell in his Advent book for this year called 'Let it Slow' which 
encouraged us to slow down and avoid the stress. The reflection was  

¶ You believe in Father Christmas 

¶ You don't believe in Father Christmas 

¶ You are Father Christmas 

¶ You look like Father Christmas! 

These observations made me smile but also made me think about why we 
allow Christmas to become so stressful - not to mention how awful it is to 
see dear St Nicholas represented or interpreted in this way! Have we 
allowed Christmas to be about what we buy or feel we should buy and 
give to others when, in all honesty, it should be about rejoicing in what 
God has given to us in Jesus? 

The Church of England's overall theme for 
Advent and Christmas this year is 'At the 
heart of Christmas' which I find a very 
thought provoking title and certainly makes 
it worth us all asking ourselves the 
question, "what will be at the heart of my 
Christmas this year?" 

Many people were rightly distressed last year because our usual 
Christmas plans were denied to us but perhaps that break has given us 
the time and space to think about what is actually the most important thing 
about this season of the year. Jesus was born into a family, a holy family. 
So perhaps being with family is what is on your heart and families come in 
all sorts of varieties. God loved the world so much that he sent Jesus to 
us; perhaps sharing that love will be at the centre of your Christmas this 
year as we consider the needs of others in difficult circumstances.  

Whatever is at the heart of your Christmas I pray that, as we celebrate the 
light coming into the world, you may be blessed as we also seek to bless 
others during this season of wonder and joy. 

Wishing you all a blessed Christmas 
Janet  

At the Heart of Christmas 

Rev. Janet Trevithick 
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Saturdays 27 November and 4, 11 and 18 December 
 10.30am ï 1.00pm  

The Welcome Café at St Peter's returns on Saturday 27th November and 
for the next three Saturdays during Advent. Please come along and 
enjoy the company of others along with hot drinks and home-made 
cakes. If you can bring a friend or neighbour or your family* with you to 
share a visit so much the better!  

This time, with Christmas approaching, there will be the opportunity to 
browse a variety of stalls each week, with a number of charities 
benefitting from money raised, including St Peter's. You will find 
Christmas gifts, excellent condition pre-loved books, good as new 
children's toys and books plus a weekly raffle. There will be a Fairtrade 
Stall on 4th December with a range of gifts, toys, cards, chocolates and 
other food items and a fundraising stall for local Homeless Charities on 
18th December which will include Christmas wreaths and table 
decorations as well as homemade jams, chutney and cakes. 

Please come along, all are welcome! 

NB To protect everyone coming into church we would ask that visitors 
wear masks whilst moving around but they can be removed when sitting 
down for refreshments. 
*All children must be accompanied by a responsible adult. 

The Welcome Caf® 

at St Peter's Church 

Helen Perry 

Bell-ringing News 

Lyndon Hatfield 

Ringing is taking place in the 'new normal' way, limited numbers in the 
ringing room etc. We took part in the 'COP 26' nationwide ringing and will 
have rung half-muffled for Remembrance Sunday by the time this is 
published.  

We hope that we will be ringing for Christmas and the New Year as usual 
this year. We have missed our traditional ringing and get together so, 
hopefully, we will say goodbye to 2021 and welcome 2022 by 'Ringing out 
the old, ringing in the new' and we wish all a peaceful Christmas with 
friends and relatives and a Happy New Year. 
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Francis Knight 
 

Consultation on Provision of Day Rooms at  
24 The Square, Titchfield, Hampshire, P014 4RU  

The Earl of Southampton Trust has been considering how best it can meet 
one of its charitable objectives, namely the relief of the charitable needs of 
elderly people in the 'Ancient Parish of Titchfield' which includes: Titchfield 
(parish of St Peter's), Sarisbury and Whiteley (parish of St Paul's), Locks 
Heath (parish of St John's), Warsash (parish of St Mary's), Stubbington 
(parish of Holyrood) and Lee on the Solent (parish of St Faith's).  

Prior to the pandemic, the Trust provided a day room for the elderly people 
of the Ancient Parish to drop in, have somewhere to chat, with the provision 
of drinks and hot food. This was a facility that was used by between 3 - 6 
daily visitors, mostly local Titchfield residents.  

Unfortunately, as a consequence of the Covid pandemic and following 
government guidelines and a risk assessment, the Trust made the difficult 
decision to close the day rooms to the public as it simply could not enforce 
safe social distancing or a suitable cleaning regime.  

Although the government has relaxed guidelines on social distancing and 
mask wearing, the Trust has decided not to reopen the day rooms at the 
moment. 

The closure of the day rooms has given the Trust the opportunity to 
consider how best it can meet the future needs of people across the 
Ancient Parish of Titchfield.  

We are, therefore, looking to consult residents for their views on what 
becomes of the Day Rooms. 

Please take into account the size of the rooms when making suggestions: 

¶ The kitchen measures 13 feet x 5 feet.  

¶ The room at the front measures 14 feet x 11 feet. 

If you have any comments to make, please write to Tracey Kenney, Clerk to 
the Trust, at  

24 The Square, Titchfield, Hampshire, P014 4RU  
or email her on info@eost.org.uk 

The consultation period will run until the end of February 2022.  

The Trust will then consider the consultation responses before making a 
decision on the provision of day-centre services.  
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Titchfield on the web 

Information on Titchfield  ......................................... www.titchfieldnews.com 

Information on St Peter's Church ....................... www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk 

Friends of St Peter's Church ............................ www.friends-of-st-peters.org 

Information on Titchfield Village Trust ............. www.titchfieldvillagetrust.com 

Titchfield Community Centre ............. www.titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk 

It is with deep regret that we announce the closure of Oaklands, a small 
local charity that provided friendship and a hot meal for people living with 
severe mental ill health in the local community.  

Oaklands met weekly in the Titchfield Community Centre for many years 
and those who attended have benefited from the wonderful support of local 
organisations and individuals whose help, both practical and financial, has 
been very much appreciated. 

Heather, who has led Oaklands for more than 25 years, and her team 
would like to say a very big thank you to all who have supported us over 
the years. 

Closure of Oaklands Day Centre 

Lesley Blackburn 

About 50 families fleeing Afghanistan have been offered temporary 
accommodation in Hampshire and the County Council is working with 
local charity, Community First, to co-ordinate the collection and 
distribution of items donated to support them.  

Thanks to people's incredible generosity, they now have so many items 
they have paused this collection. They now suggest that people wishing 
to support these families at Christmas might like to donate gift vouchers, 
available from supermarkets, or mobile phone top-up cards. These can 
be sent to Community First's Fareham office at 163 West Street, 
Fareham, PO16 0EF. 

More information is available on Community First's website:  
https://www.cfirst.org.uk/donating-to-help-afghan-evacuees/ 

Help for Afghan Evacuees 

http://www.titchfieldnews.com
http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.friends-of-st-peters.org
http://titchfieldvillagetrust.co.uk
http://www.titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk
https://www.cfirst.org.uk/donating-to-help-afghan-evacuees/
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We have a church allotment. This year as I've been pottering and tending 
this 'big garden' I've been observing and pondering on a thing or two. I've 
gleaned some useful 'Lessons from the Allotment'. 

In the bible in Mark 4:19 it says 'the cares of this life, the deceitfulness of 
riches and the desire for other things all too quickly grow up and choke the 
planted seed of the word.' Oh my! I've met those determined weeds! Given 
half a chance they grow and they thrive. They entwine and they choke the 
good crop. The crop begins to rest on the weed and becomes weaker, 
becomes drained of strength, of energy, of food and of light. This can also 
happen to us as we allow 'weeds' to take root and flourish in our lives. 

God has given us many good things and many opportunities in life but they 
can become dulled and choked by the weeds of worry, cares and 
circumstance. Weeds like discontent or fear can threaten to take over and 
steal our joy and enjoyment of the good things and rob us of our ability to 
appreciate and count our blessings. We ignore the weeds in our lives at our 
own peril. Given any ground they tend to take more and spread out of 
control. Given an inch, they take a mile and we can very easily get 
overcome with things like worry, anxiety, envy or bitterness. 

It's not good for us to co-exist with the weeds. We become reliant on their 
support whilst they starve us of true, abundant life. Those weeds can 
become perpetual habits or patterns which strip us of our peace. The 
'weeds' may be outward vices, perhaps like misuse of alcohol, burning the 
candle at both ends or maybe over-spending or inward attitudes like 
negativity, criticism or complaining. Opportunistic weeds if allowed, can 
easily infiltrate, take over and become the norm in our lives. 

The verse from Mark above mentions cares and worries, riches and desire 
for other things. We lose sight of the good things and lose appreciation for 
the God things when we allow these weeds to grow up and choke out the 
blessings we have. We need to get rid of the weeds to give better light and 
opportunity for the good crop. Don't wait for things like care, worry, 
bitterness, lack of forgiveness, envy, resentment or sin to take root and 
grow. Deal with weeds when they are small. Keep the ground clear, 
examine it regularly. Be tough on the weeds, get help if you need it, pray for 
strength and deliverance. Be diligent and ruthless! 

Without weeds on our plot, the whole view changes, we can take a deep 
breath of good fresh air and sit back and smell and enjoy the roses. When 

Lessons from the Allotment 
Tracey Wickland - Senior Pastor of Living Word Church 

Network 
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we allow the word of God to guide us in its wisdom we can take a fresh 
look at our own little plot of life and freely appreciate His good gifts and 
allow abundant life to bear fruit in our days and in our souls. 

Living Word Church meets at 10:30 am on Sunday mornings at 18 High 
Street Titchfield (Old Titchfield Evangelical Church Building) 

Titchfield Parish Magazine: 40 Years on 

Some reflections from Mary Parrett 

Sorting through files recently I found a Parish Magazine from 40 years 
ago. Why, I wondered, had I kept this? The first clue was an obituary to 
nurse Dorothy Gardner who, for over 30 years, was the village midwife 
and in her time had delivered over 4,000 babies. She delivered me and 
my twin sister Sheila in the middle of a big air raid over Portsmouth - not 
a good time to call the midwife! 23 years later she delivered our son 
Jonathan during her last week before retirement. Nurse Gardner was of 
the 'old school' very kind but firm. Husbands were not allowed anywhere 
near the bedroom. How times have changed. 

It was a coincidence to read a very touching tribute to Mrs. Madge 
Cousins. On page 18 you will find tributes to Paul, her son, who died 
recently. 

Reading of PCC meetings brought back memories of that time. We had 
a very forward-thinking Churchwarden, Eric Poyner, who wanted to re-
order the Church by taking down the screen and bringing the altar 
forward but, of course, money was the problem - nothing changes. His 
suggestion was to sell the Corderoy Plate, a valuable set of Communion 
vessels given to the church many, many years before1. It was then, and 
still is now, sitting in the vaults of Winchester Cathedral. Many of us on 
the PCC breathed a sigh of relief when the idea was dropped. I am sure 
it will possibly be thought of again in the future. 

Looking back over the years raising money has always been a problem 
and yet so much restoration work has been done and Quotas to the 
Diocese met. We are fortunate to worship in such a wonderful and 
historic building that has served so many generations before us. 
Thankfully having 'Friends of St. Peter's' has been a great blessing in the 
amount of money they have raised for so many projects. 

Forty years ago the magazine was typed by hand every month and cost 
5p2. 

1In 1670 and 1673 apparently! (Eds) 
2The equivalent of 20p today 
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Sovereign Health Network 

Dr. Bertram updates us 

Primary Care has increasingly been in the national headlines, as well as a 
topic of discussion in our local community.  

Whilst we at Sovereign Health Partnership are helping hundreds of people 
every day, we also know that the demand for our services remains 
exceedingly high and some people are struggling to get access to the help 
and support that they need.  

My hard-working colleagues and I find this as difficult as you do, and we 
are doing our utmost to get to as many people as we can. We are 
arranging another patient event to try and understand people's frustrations 
better and to find solutions that work for everyone, and we would really like 
to see you there.  

Covid-19 booster  

Since October we've been rolling out the Covid-19 booster and flu 
vaccine clinics in line with Government guidelines, which are based on 
your age, your risk of complications from COVID-19 infection, and the 
amount of time since your second COVID-19 vaccination. More than 
10,000 flu and Covid-19 booster vaccines have been given so far, 
which is great progress. The COVID-19 booster clinics are running 
from our vaccine centre at Fareham Community Hospital.  

At the time of writing, in early November, patients will only receive an 
invitation for their Covid-19 booster if it has been six or more months from 
their second vaccination. We are unable to offer walk in appointments so 
we are sending out invitations to eligible patients. If we have your mobile 
phone number, we will be sending out those invitations by text message in 
the same way that you received your first doses. Those without a mobile 
phone can expect to hear from us by telephone or letter. Our vaccination 
team at FCH will also be able to offer you your 'flu vaccine at these clinics 
to save you having an additional appointment. 

Flu clinics 

Our 'flu clinics are running from Jubilee Surgery in Titchfield. If you would 
like to receive your flu vaccination separately from your Covid-19 booster, 
please book your 'flu vaccination appointment through your online NHS 
App (or Patient Access on the website).  

Weekend clinics run every 2-3 weeks with new dates being added. When 
booking, please select 'Appointments', 'GP Surgery Appointments', 'Flu 18-
64' or 'Flu 65+', 'Jubilee'. Please note that if you book your appointment 
this way, your 'flu vaccination appointment will be at Jubilee Surgery in 
Titchfield. 

In addition to this, weekday appointments are bookable throughout the 
week in each of our three practices. 
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NHS App 

Talking of the NHSApp, we know some of our patients were 
unfortunately affected by our recent data system upgrade. If this 
affected you, we are really sorry for the inconvenience that this 
caused. We've been sending out communications and working 
hard to get everyone their individual access codes so you can get 
back online.  

We want to thank everyone for their support and for following the 
instructions to get the App back up and running. The issue has now been 
resolved for the majority, however, some patients may not be aware there 
is a problem until the next time they log in to book a clinic or get a repeat 
prescription. If this has happened to you, please follow the steps outlined 
here: https://jubileesurgery.co.uk/practice_news/24-september-2021-
system-upgrade/  

Patient engagement event ï 7 December 

Over the past few weeks we've been made aware of a number of patients 
who are frustrated with our Sovereign surgeries. We are working with 
patient groups here in Titchfield and in our other local communities, which 
also includes councillors, the Clinical Commissioning Group and other 
stakeholders.  

We are really sorry to hear about any patient who has not received a 
satisfactory service, and we want to make improvements. We are all 
motivated to support our patients in the best way possible and we are 
very keen to work together to provide the best health care outcomes for 
our communities.  

Earlier in the summer, we committed to holding regular patient feedback 
events and, with the many questions we get about telephone lines, 
eConsult and how to access the surgeries, now seems like a good time to 
get together again and have an open discussion on various topics. We will 
provide updates on our processes to help clarify how we handle patient 
queries, but we'd like to use most of the event to hear your questions and 
experiences. 

As you might imagine, our staff have been very affected by some of the 
recent comments circulating online and are also experiencing an increased 
level of verbal aggression on the phones and in the surgeries. Although we 
understand that some patients are frustrated, please be kind to our staff 
who are all working really hard under very difficult circumstances.  

Our next patient virtual event will be held on Tuesday 7th December at 
5.30pm. This will be held online due to patient safety. Registration is 
necessary and details can be found on your surgery website at https://
www.jubileesurgery.co.uk/practice_news/patient-engagement-meeting-to-
discuss-patient-concerns-about-sovereign-health-partnership/  

I hope to see many of you there for a constructive discussion. 

https://jubileesurgery.co.uk/practice_news/24-september-2021-system-upgrade/
https://jubileesurgery.co.uk/practice_news/24-september-2021-system-upgrade/
https://www.jubileesurgery.co.uk/practice_news/patient-engagement-meeting-to-discuss-patient-concerns-about-sovereign-health-partnership/
https://www.jubileesurgery.co.uk/practice_news/patient-engagement-meeting-to-discuss-patient-concerns-about-sovereign-health-partnership/
https://www.jubileesurgery.co.uk/practice_news/patient-engagement-meeting-to-discuss-patient-concerns-about-sovereign-health-partnership/
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We had a very enlightening and informative talk by Mark Porter who is the 
South East Regional Chairman of the NGS with over 1100 gardens under 
his wing. He opened with anecdotes about the privilege of being able to 
escort various members of the royal family around Chelsea Flower Show 
each year. He made a special, warm reference to the Duke of Edinburgh 
who apparently quipped about hating gardens and flowers so was taken to 
a barbeque stand instead. 

The NGS was formed in 1927 but has much earlier beginnings. In 1851 
William Rathbone, a Liverpool merchant and philanthropist, established the 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club 

Tina Williams 

The late summer/early autumn has been a busy time for the club, with a 
couple of interesting talks, a local visit and a workshop at a local nursery. 

At the end of September, when the trees were beginning to develop their 
colourful autumnal hue, the club undertook a visit to Hillier's Arboretum at 
Ampthill, near Romsey. Marco Bartolini, an eco-arboriculturalist, guided 
the group to interesting parts of the 180 acre site, providing in depth 
information about the trees. 

In early October, members attended a workshop hosted by St Margaret's 
Nursery. This provided information and guidance about preparing and 
caring for winter containers and hanging baskets. The material available 
was plentiful and members' results were almost professionalé 

Titchfield Gardening Club members have also been part of the bulb 
planting weekends in Barry's Meadow. Hopefully, next spring will see a 
colourful picture along the new path; daffodils and crocuses galore. 

At our November meeting in the Parish Rooms, we had Tim Woodland as 
our guest speaker. He has over 30 years' experience in the production of 
daffodils and purchase of Dutch bulbs. Currently he is one of the main 
suppliers to our local garden centres. He talked about the history of the 
bulb and the growing bulb flower industry, how and where bulbs should be 
planted and how to ensure a good flower display from January to June/
July. Who knew there were so many interesting varieties of the spring 
flowers? 

The National Garden Scheme (NGS) 

Simon Edginton 
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School of Nursing and, in 1926, to raise funds to support the school, it was 
the idea of Elsie Wragg, a council member of the Queen's Nursing 
Institute, to open gardens and charge an entry fee. In the first year 600 
gardens were opened, charging an entry fee of 1 shilling. That year over 
£8,000 was raised. 

By the 1980s the fund-raising was broadened to include Macmillan, Marie 
Curie, Parkinson's UK and many more charities. By 2020, over £2.1m has 
been raised for the various charities through entry fees, catering and plant 
sales. 

The objectives of the NGS have not changed over the years, with all 
money raised going to various charities supporting nursing care. It has 
adapted over the years and now has an app and a website: 
www.ngs.org.uk . The popular figure of Mary Berry is National President. 

Whilst Covid made last year a very difficult year, there are currently 3600 
gardens open with 2900 serving teas and 2100 selling plants. Several 
sites now require pre-booking, so it is worth checking before setting out. 

Mark explained that, to be eligible for a garden to be included in the 
scheme, there is a rigorous assessment required. There needs to be 
enough in the garden to keep interest for 40 minutes. It does not have to 
be a large garden but must have quality, be attractive, have character, 
enthusiastic owners, must not be a one-day wonder and must have 
parking and be accessible. 

He highlighted a number of gardens in Hampshire which are open every 
year that he thought we would be interested in. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of our active club, please visit 
the website www.titchfieldgardeners.club  
or email tgc.meetings@gmail.com . 

Titchfield Moviola Update 

Annette Devoil 

December 2021 and with infection rates for COVID 19 still being high and 
those eligible now being asked to get a booster jab, the Moviola Team 
have reconsidered the start date and are now hoping to recommence 'Film 
Nights' in Spring 2022. We are hoping by then the infection rates will have 
dropped and everyone will feel the time is right to join us again. We will 
keep you updated and thank you for your patience...please check our web
-site https://www.moviola.org/venues/titchfield/ for further information.  

Best wishes from the Titchfield Moviola Team 

http://www.ngs.org.uk/
http://www.titchfieldgardeners.club/
mailto:tgc.meetings@gmail.com
https://www.moviola.org/venues/titchfield/
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We asked Hilary Merrett, Communications Team Leader, Hampshire 
Libraries for an update on the services and the opportunities available at 
local libraries: 

From book-browsing to new skills, to free WiFi and Rhymetime, there really 
is something to suit everyone via Hampshire Library Service, including a 
growing digital offer.  

Joining the library is absolutely free allowing you to use any of 
our 40 public libraries. You can join at any branch or, if you sign 
up online, you can now opt to go for 'card-less' membership, 
which allows you to borrow and reserve books through your 
smart phone using a convenient, self-service, digital application 
(known as the 'Spydus app'). 

When you take a trip to the library in person, you'll find a safe and welcoming 
space with a dedicated team in place to help support you. As well as an 
extensive range of books and audio books - there's more than 1.2 million 
items available to borrow - libraries also stock a wide range of magazines, 
which are available for seven-days loan, and newspapers. There's free WiFi 
and bookable public computers available, plus remote and in-branch printing, 
alongside photocopying. Our members also have access to an increasingly 
popular digital library of eBooks, eAudiobooks and online magazines and 
newspapers. 

No one is ever too young for a book, and libraries offer lots 
of family-friendly activities. There's Rhymetime, story time 
and Chatterbooks groups for the youngest visitors, whilst 
older children will find homework clubs and code clubs.  

Whatever your age, you can learn new skills through your library with a wide 
range of topics covered including crafts, to wellbeing, mental health and IT 
skills with our Learning in Libraries team. 

A reminder that if you can't get to the library due to ill-health, disability or 
caring responsibilities, the library can come to you via the Home Library 
Service. We can arrange for volunteers to deliver your books and other items 
to your home on a regular basis.  

The public libraries nearest to Titchfield are: 

¶ Lockswood Library - based inside the Locks Heath District Centre - a 
small, but busy library open five days a week - closed Sunday and 
Monday. Find a range of family activities including Rhymetime, and two 
Storytime sessions each week. The Locks Heath District Centre has 10 
Blue-Badge parking bays on site and a hearing loop has been installed in 
the library.  

¶ Fareham Library - located near Ferneham Hall – a larger branch, which is 
open six days a week, offering a wide range of family activities as well as 
hosting clubs for adults and Learning in Library classes. The library is also 

Love your Library 
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home to an 'art wall' gallery space and regularly hosts popular craft fayres.  

¶ Stubbington Library - the only 'circular' library in Hampshire, set in 
Stubbington Recreation Ground. The library is open four days a week - 
closed Wednesday, Thursday, and Sunday - and offers a range of 
Learning in Libraries courses, many of which are free, including a regular 
card-making club for adults. Families can enjoy regular Rhymetime and 
Storytime sessions.  

You can receive the latest news and updates from each library on Facebook.  

To find out more about any of the services mentioned here, 
visit: https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library  

We are back! Titchfield Abbey WI are delighted to once again be able to 
hold monthly meetings indoors, in a socially distanced way, and with all 
safety measures being taken. Some lovely outdoor meetings, sometimes 
with a picnic, were held during this summer but, having held the first indoor 
meeting in September, everybody was raring to go! At the September 

meeting a presentation was made to the President, 
Maureen Levenson, of a 'thank you' certificate for her 
support, communication, wisdom and humour, as well as 
a pig planter for her new garden. During the pandemic 
and lockdowns, Maureen wrote a total of 70 weekly 
newsletters, delivered by email and a few on foot, which 
kept all the members in touch and provided a weekly 
focus with a touch of wit, news and views. For some who 
live alone it was a weekly lifeline and Maureen would 
frequently follow up with telephone calls to those alone or 
celebrating a birthday or special event. 

New members and visitors are always welcome to our group meetings, 
which are generally held on the second Tuesday of each month, always 
starting at 9.30am, at Titchfield Community Centre. Women of all ages, 
whether new to the area, perhaps recently retired or with children now at 
school, are welcome to come along and try this active WI. Tea/coffee with 
biscuits are served and there are opportunities to meet members and to 
find out about Titchfield Abbey WI's activities. Further details of meetings 
and speakers can be found online by anyone wishing to attend a local 
meeting, at: https://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/titchfield-abbey-wi/ . 
Visitors are greeted at the door so please feel welcome to come along. 

 
Please note this information refers only to Titchfield Abbey WI, which is a 
morning group; Titchfield WI is a separate evening group. 

Titchfield Abbey WI 

Margaret Wellington 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hants.gov.uk%2Flibrariesandarchives%2Flibrary%2Fmembership%2Fjointhelibrary&data=04%7C01%7Cmt1%40soton.ac.uk%7Ca6704f27782244291cc908d9a85d5a7e%7C4a5378f929f44d3ebe89669d03ada9d8%7C0%7C0%7C
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library
https://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/titchfield-abbey-wi/


14 

 

It is a legal requirement that all UK schools teach religious education but it is 
up to each individual area in the UK to agree a syllabus. This approach 
allows for regional need, flexibility and diversity to be addressed. At Titchfield 
Primary School we use Hampshire County Council's agreed Living 
Difference curriculum. This document is reviewed at least every five years 
and version IV is just being launched. 

The Living Difference (LD) curriculum is broadly divided into 3 key areas. 
These are: 

¶ Concepts that are common to all people such as specialness & 
celebration. These concepts are generally studied by Early Years and 
Key Stage 1 children although they are sometimes referred to in more 
advanced ways further up the school. 

¶ Concepts that are shared by many religions, generally studied by 
school years 3-6 and 

¶ Concepts that are distinctive to particular religions. 

The LD curriculum focusses on the experiences of children and their world. 
As a subject, Religious Education provides a rich and wide range of 
discussion opportunities and experiences. In turn this gives children 
opportunities to develop concepts and skills that will help them to make 
sense of their own experiences and beliefs and to understand the beliefs and 
practices of other faiths. Much of the curriculum involves discussion. Sharing 
ideas with peers is key. 

At Titchfield Primary we thread these complex areas through children's 
spiritual, moral and social development linked to our 'Titchfield Way' that runs 
its thread through all year groups. In this way Religious Education fits with 
our School curriculum intentions of encouraging children to share their 
learning with each other. It is also a pathway for supporting British values, 
particularly those surrounding mutual respect and tolerance and to build on 
the children's wider learning and development in an age appropriate manner.  

Religious Education 

at Titchfield Primary School 

Amanda McKinnon, RE Subject Leader 

St Peter's Prayerline 

Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress  
and who would like the support of prayer? 

Please contact 
Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265 
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Running the London Marathon: 
A personal story 

David Hignell 

On Sunday 3rd October I ran the London Marathon for a third time to again 
raise money for the Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund (PCRF). This is a 
charity close to my heart and one that my Mum and I have supported 
since my father Dennis succumbed to the disease in 2011.  

Unfortunately pancreatic cancer still has the lowest survival rate of all 
common cancers and, of the circa 10,000 cases which are diagnosed 
each year in the UK, only around 5% of patients survive for five years or 
more. The PCRF's mission is simple; to defeat pancreatic cancer by 
funding and promoting innovative, world-class research into the disease 
that will lead to the development of more effective detection, diagnosis and 
treatment. 

With the support of a particularly enthusiastic crowd, which seemed 
determined to enjoy every minute of marathon day post-lockdown, I 
managed to get round the 26.2 miles in 4 hours 22 minutes.  

More importantly, with the support of family and friends, I was delighted to 
raise over £2,650 for the PCRF which was which was the main motivation 
for running another marathon. Hopefully, in time, the work of the PCRF, 
along with the other pancreatic cancer charities, will lead to a 
breakthrough so the depressing statistics regarding this aggressive form of 
the disease will start to improve.  

Link to PCRF website: https://www.pcrf.org.uk/about-us/ 

Combined with 'Cards for Good Causes' the attractive and spacious 
shop can now be found at 17 High Street, opposite M&S (where the 
Hotter shoe shop was.) 

There are cards from around 30 charities, each with up to 8 designs, so 
plenty of choice, with all proceeds going direct to each charity. This year 
Advent calendars, wrapping paper and small gifts are also included. 

If you are in Winchester do pop in and have a look.  
See https://www.cardsforcharity.co.uk/ for more information on the 
charity and its shops. 

Winchester Charities' Xmas Card Shop 

has moved! 

https://www.pcrf.org.uk/about-us/
https://www.cardsforcharity.co.uk/


16 

 

Days for Girls (DfG) is a non-profit organization that prepares and 
distributes sustainable menstrual health solutions to girls who would 
otherwise miss school during their monthly periods. DfG was founded in 
2008 by American woman Celeste Mergens. After visiting an orphanage 
in Nairobi, Kenya, she discovered that menstruating girls stayed in their 
dormitories for days, sitting on cardboard to absorb their flow, because 
they could not afford feminine hygiene products. Her first response was to 
organise donations of disposable sanitary pads, but she realized that this 
was not a sustainable solution - and the girls had no way to dispose of 
used pads. She then developed the idea of creating washable, reusable 
pads and providing the girls with a personal kit of all they would need to 
continue their schooling with hygiene and dignity. By 2018, the DfG Kits 
(designed to last up to three years) and health education programs had 
reached more than one million girls and women in over 100 countries.  

DfG Kits are made by volunteers in many countries, including 
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United 
States. Each kit is in a draw-string bag and includes reusable cloth 
menstrual pads made up of colourful waterproof shields and soft cotton 
flannelette liners, 2 pairs of pants, a washcloth and soap, zip-closure 
plastic bags and other items. The kit enables girls to carry their clean and 
used pads discreetly and to take care of their own hygiene needs. During 
the distributions, women and girls also receive health education to break 
stigmas and cultural taboos associated with menstruation.  

In 2012, Days for Girls International launched an Enterprise Program to 
help local women establish social enterprises to make and distribute kits in 
their own countries. Close to 70 Days for Girls Enterprises now exist in 
more than a dozen countries across Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 

I first came across DfG when I read an article in the Quilters' Guild 
magazine and began sewing for them around seven years ago. Since then 
I've worked with a team centred on Purbrook and we've concentrated on 
helping girls in the Gambia – one of the poorest countries in all of Africa. 
With the help of Project Gambia we sewed, packed and shipped 1000 kits 
a couple of months ago and also sent over 100 patchwork quilts and 
boxes of soaps for a boys' orphanage together with baby clothes and 
knitted blankets for a Mother and Baby clinic.  

My WI, Titchfield Abbey WI, has been amazingly supportive; not a monthly 
meeting goes by without at least one donation of face flannels, hotel 
soaps, packs of pants or cash to buy more material for kits. If people 

Sandi Jones 
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What is an e-scooter? 

Electrical scooters (also known as e-scooters) come under the category of 
'powered transporters'. This also covers a range of other personal 
transport devices which are powered by a motor. 

'Powered transporters' fall within the legal definition of a motor vehicle 
under the Road Traffic Act 1988. Therefore the rules that apply to motor 
vehicles also apply to e-scooters. 

As a motor vehicle, they must comply with various 
pieces of Road Traffic Legislation, including but not 
limited to:  

¶ driving with a licence  

¶ driving/riding with insurance  

¶ driving/riding other than on a road  

¶ needing to be taxed 

It is not currently possible to get appropriate insurance for privately owned 
e-scooters, meaning it is illegal to use them on the road or in public 
spaces. 

Rental e-scooter trial 

Trials of rental scooters are taking place in the UK. Any person who uses 
a rental e-scooter on a public road or other public space, must comply with 
the relevant Road Traffic Legislation or they face potential prosecution. 

Legal use of an e-scooter 

It is legal to use an e-scooter on private land with the permission of the 
land owner. 

In areas where a trial rental scheme is running, it is legal to use a rental e-
scooter on a public road or cycle lane. 

Information on Electric Scooters 

Message from our beat officers 

would like to donate flannels, soap, pants or money they can always drop 
these off at the Country Market in the Parish Room any Friday morning, 
09.30-11.30. It is so good to be part of charity for women to help women 
all over the world, and in such a practical way, giving back to every girl the 
days she would otherwise miss at school.  

There is more information about DfG at: https://www.daysforgirls.org/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nairobi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminine_hygiene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloth_menstrual_pad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zipper_storage_bag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_enterprises
https://www.daysforgirls.org/
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Remembering Paul Cousins 

Sheila Hignell recalls Paul's great contribution to the church and village: 

At our harvest thanksgiving service we were able to thank God for the life 
and work of Paul Cousins, who had died two days previously. 

Paul was born in Titchfield and lived in the village his whole life. He was a 
carpenter by trade and received his apprenticeship through the auspices 
of the Earl of Southampton Charity. 

St Peter's Church was always Paul's spiritual home. His mother Madge 
had been a devout worshipper and did so much for the church and it 
seemed that Paul followed in her footsteps. He was a craftsman with a 
great eye for detail and spent much of his time and energy doing repairs, 
painting and anything to enhance the fabric of the church. If things went 
wrong or needed repairing Paul would be the first person to call, he knew 
every corner of St Peter's. He sang in the choir for many years, worked 
tirelessly for the Fete and was a very valued trustee to the Earl of 
Southampton Charity. 

As churchwarden Paul served three vicars, Revd. James Mitchell-Innes 
described him as not just a churchwarden but the most useful person in 
the church. 

Paul was a kind, patient and very modest man. Recently reading an 
obituary to his mother (from Nov.1981) exactly could have been said of 
Paulé.A simple straightforward and unshakable faith that governed his 
life. 

Thank you, Paul, for the lifetime of service to St Peter's and Titchfield. 

 

John Hiett saw Paul as a very dear friend. John writes: 

Paul lived his whole life in his house in the Square, apart from his first two 
weeks in East Street and two years national service in the RAF, served 
mostly in the arid sands of Aden. Good at everything he did, he won his 
marksman's badge with the regiment but when he neared the end of his 
two years and his CO asked "Have you ever considered extending your 
service by a year Cousins?" he replied "Not for a moment Sir." 

Paul played golf off a single figure handicap. He loved his cricket - a 
member of Hampshire CCC - and was a decent bat himself. 

He knew a lot. I was constantly seeking his advice, particularly about wood 
and locks and decorating. 
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Last year criminal gangs stole over £470m by pretending to be your bank or 
other service provider. A new pilot scheme, which has the backing of major 
banks and technology firms, has been launched to try to stop the worryingly 
increasing number of bank scams. This is an initiative from Stop Scams UK 
and the Global Cyber Alliance and most major banks and telecoms 
companies are part of the scheme. 

People should call 159 if they encounter any of the following: 

¶ Someone contacting you claiming to be from your bank – even if they 
do not seem suspicious 

¶ You are contacted by someone claiming to be an authority figure 
(such as the police) and they tell you to transfer money – even if the 
request seems genuine 

¶ You receive a call about a financial matter and it appears suspicious. 

The UK-wide 159 call service is designed to guarantee consumers a safe 
route to contacting their banks and the advice is to stop the call, hang up 
and call 159. Further, important advice from Martin Lewis, founder of 
MoneySavingExpert.com, is to still be extra careful because you can 
nonetheless be 'number-spoofed' with the line being open and the 
scammer providing a ringtone and answering. 

To be totally safe the further advice, after hanging up on the call which has 
worried you, is to: 

¶ Dial 159 on another phone OR  

¶ Call a friend's phone first and if someone answers as your bank you 
know there's a problem OR 

¶ Wait half an hour and try 159 on the same phone.  

For further information see: https://stopscamsuk.org.uk/159  
and https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/  

New Fraud Hotline to Prevent Bank Scams: 

Dial 159 

Together, we manned the gate at the church fete for many years. I was 
always his apprentice. He led, I followed. 

We drank a couple of pints together in the Queen's Head every Tuesday 
and Friday evening for nearly forty years. We disagreed on many topics; 
Brexit, Boris, abortion, always discussed in great good humour. We were 
closer than an old married couple. I never saw him angry nor he me. 
When we left the pub I would wheel left towards my house, Paul would 
wheel right towards his. "Goodnight John". "Goodnight Paul". But no 
longer, and I miss that very much. 

https://stopscamsuk.org.uk/159
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/
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As the October half-term holiday draws near with the crack of fireworks on 
the horizon, many Titchfield residents' thoughts will return to a unique event 
which began over a century and a half ago. It was kept alive for so many 
years on the Monday of local schools' half-term break by a lively village 
community and was sustained as one of the foremost events in the South of 
England until its sad, necessary demise in recent years due to lack of 
funding and increased costs.  

With its traditional processions and bonfire the Bonfire Boys, established in 
the 1880s, maintained the tradition of riotous celebrations. Each year these 
attracted thousands of visitors who somehow squeezed into the square and 
the narrow streets and lanes of our quiet little village for a day and night. 

Parading bands, some as distinguished as 
the Black Watch, Gurkha Rifles, Royal 
Marines and even the US 3rd Air Force, 
accompanied the floats, tableaux and 
walking classes as they snaked around the 
village in the afternoon. This was followed by 
a repeat performance in the evening but, this 
time, lit by flame torchlights, roman candles 
and lanterns, finishing up at the recreation 
ground with the lighting of a huge bonfire and 
all the fun of the huge travelling fair. 

Some accounts date the village parade back to earlier centuries; following 
the demise of Titchfield as a port due to the actions of the Earl of 
Southampton in replacing the navigable tidal channel by the current canal. 
It's reported that the Earl's effigy was thereafter paraded and burned by 
disaffected traders. In 1888 it was reported that the' bonfire' took the form of 
a tar barrel being burnt, and later we hear of a costume parade with a 
rocket stand on a trolley.  

The carnival's heydays are reckoned to be in the '50s and '60s with up to 
100 parading floats taken from their hiding places to the assembly point for 
judging. Horse-drawn and mounted entries were gradually replaced by 
decorative private and trade vehicles. The 1963 Carnival, opened by Wilfred 
Pickles - one of many famous show business and sporting personalities to 
open proceedings and crown the Carnival Queen - was generally reckoned 
to be the 'biggest and most colourful the village had seen'. 

The high spirits of those days meant the police were busy keeping over-
enthusiastic merrymakers on the right side of the law as they thronged the 
funfair, sang and danced in the public houses or made their way to the 

Titchfield's Bonfire Boys Blaze No More 

Peter Jeffs 
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official dance later in the evening. From collections during the day and 
night, the Bonfire Boys hosted a dinner each year for the old folks of the 
village and followed this with a children's party in January.  

So for many years our little village, whose name was synonymous with its 
Carnival, came alive for its own special day when, as one local newspaper 
put it, 'the whole village was like a powder keg'.  

P.S The carnival was revived in 2017 with two processions of floats and 
fancy dress walkers, one at 3pm and one at 6.45pm, a funfair and the 
lighting of a beacon on Barry's Meadow. A competition was held for the 
best-dressed house and business. Punch and Judy shows were held at the 
Parish Rooms, a classic car show wowed crowds and a collection of live 
performances kept the crowd entertained. 

 
We're sure other readers will have 
memories of Titchfield Carnival and the 
events which the Bonfire Boys put on. 
We'd like to print as many of these as we 
can so do please send them to us at: 
magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk (Eds) 

mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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My husband and I set out by car to travel to Scotland in September. I felt 
like 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar' and was hungry for extended human 
contact, maybe the occasional hug, and some Scottish 'craic' (good 
conversation with old friends without needing to explain). The car was 
packed with cases of clothes, bed rails for Brian, medicines etc. and 
presents.  

We stopped first in Leeds with my brother and sister-in-law after a long 
journey with blocked roads. I think all grandparents were escaping to have 
a holiday before half-term duties. 

We were made very welcome, hugs and kisses and lots of laughter. My 
brother, Jimmy, has long Covid. Feeling better but a long year for him. We 
had my brother's birthday meal in a very noisy pub. I had not seen so 
many people out together in one place for over two years! Mainly students 
on freshers' week. Clearly had more money to spend than we had as 
students.  

The bad news, I had forgotten that for a different environment, I had 
omitted to bring the extra aids for Brian: shower stools etc.. Jimmy and I 
went hunting for them. Jimmy had been clearing out his garage. He had 
laid a lot of wine down over the years. Sadly, a lot had to be poured away! 
However, there were quite a few bottles left and he decided that rather 
than sending us our Christmas present of wine we could take ours away. 
He pointed out that they were good bottles but not the most expensive 
ones! Just as well as I am not sure I would have appreciated them. The 
champagne was good though. 

I left Leeds feeling a little less hungry but with the car getting fuller. 

Next stop Dundee to stay with my sister and her husband. The road from 
Carlisle to Dundee as beautiful as usual with the autumn colours and the 
hills. I miss those in flat Hampshire. Good time in Dundee. Went to my 
friend, a jeweler, and got some Christmas presents. Luckily a small parcel. 
Saw other friends also, The Hungry Caterpillar becoming sated. 

On to Glasgow. Staying with friends. Plenty of good craic, laughter, stories 
from the past. Met up with a friend from university and her husband. 
Shared lots of horrific memories of nights on the wards scared stiff. We 
also played hockey together all over Scotland and Ireland and were 
invincible. It turned out my husband, at that time, had a girlfriend, a medic 
also, playing for Queens University on the right wing. We played against 
them and, as I was a left half, I must have tackled her a lot! We won, of 
course. 

Travels with a Very Hungry Caterpillar  

Margaret Thompson 
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Letters to the Editors 

We welcome letters to the Editors, either for publication or just to send us 
your views, so do please contact us at: magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 
making it clear whether or not your letter is for publication by  
January 10th 2022 please. 

Left Glasgow with a globe to give my grandson, packed somehow in the 
car. 

So, to Pitlochry for some 'us time'. Peaceful, good food, great old hotel. I 
had to go to the Dalwhinnie Distillery to pick up Christmas presents 
(including mine)! Lovely journey up the A9, passing the lay-by where I had 
broken down in the dark and snow on my way back from Inverness to 
Glasgow as a junior doctor. Luckily a passing motorist stopped and 
banged the starting motor. I restarted and limped my way down to Perth, 
parked the car in garage, phoned my father in Dundee, who collected me, 
then delivered me back to Perth the next day to catch the early train so I 
could get back onto the unit the for the morning meeting. Job in jeopardy, 
in those days - no understanding bosses.  

We left Pitlochry with a big bag of whisky bottles. Could just about see out 
of the car. 

We finished off in Edinburgh where daughter Cathy joined us to see the 
city where her father had gone to University. She had already explored 
'my' Glasgow three years ago while we were at a conference. 

With Brian on his scooter (yes it was in the car also) we explored Brian's 
Edinburgh; Rose St. pubs and the Kings Buildings where he had all his 
classes. We even found his old lecture theatre tucked away in a corner! 

Went to a live performance of 'A Question of Sport' at the Usher Hall, quite 
funny but not as memorable as the last time three years ago listening to 
Nicola Benedetti playing the violin at the festival. 

The last few days were somewhat marred by Brian getting a knee infection 
and ending up in Edinburgh Royal Infirmary on an IV drip. Four hours 
waiting for an ambulance on the street (Friday night)! 

Luckily he recovered. Cathy took a case back for us which left some space 
in the car, I could now see out better. I managed to source enough petrol 
to leave Edinburgh and then on to Crewe where we stopped overnight in a 
very comfortable modern wing of an old Jacobean Mansion - Crewe Hall 
(now one of the Q group of hotels). 

Arrived home in Titchfield a lot less hungry and, although sadly not a 
beautiful butterfly, restored with good food, love and humour and a very full 
car with lots of washing! 

mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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People who attend Holy Communion services will know that the issue of 
'The Peace' has been anything but peaceful! Introduced in 1980 the 
opportunity for clergy and congregation to exchange a 'sign of peace' with 
one another resulted in anything from a handshake to effusive hugs and 
from an exchange with the nearest neighbour to roaming all over the 
church greeting all and sundry. Many welcomed this but many others 
disliked it - possibly even finding ways to avoid it as Dave Walker's brilliant 
cartoon shows: 

Covid 19, with precautions regarding distancing and touching, meant 
physical exchange has temporarily stopped. In its place have come 
waving, 'Namaste'1 or nods of acknowledgment. 

An alternative which people might like to consider is to sign the peace in 
British Sign Language (BSL). Followers of 'Strictly' (come oné own up!) 
will undoubtedly have been impressed by Rose Ayling-Ellis' fantastic 
dancing and intrigued by her signing. Her partner, Giovanni Pernice, has 
managed to learn a few signs and Rose recently tweeted that Google 
searches for learning BSL have increased by 488%! How incredible it 
would be if more people learned to sign but that's a tall order as it's a very 
difficult process. Perhaps we could at least learn to sign 'Peace be with 
you'. There's a clear C of E video on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CoIRm5HQGFg 

Thoughts on 'The Peace' 

Karen Postle 

 Printed under license from CartoonChurch.com 
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WE ARE HIRING! We are currently looking for a member of staff to join 
our office team to work 16 hours per week, Tuesday to Friday, 2pm-6pm. 
Applicants must have strong administration and PC skills, combined with 
excellent customer service skills. Please send your CV and covering letter 
to the Centre at Mill Street, PO14 4AB or email to 
manager@titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk 

For more information call Mary-Kate Smith on 01329 842933 

WE ARE SEARCHING! We are fully open and welcoming back old friends 
and new, but there is no denying the impact that the closure has had and 
we are going to rely on volunteers more than ever as our older trustees 
and helpers step down. Soéé 

Do you like gardening? The grounds always need a spruce here and 
there.  

Are you a whizz with social media? We have several social media 
pages that require constant monitoring and updating. This can be done 
remotely and it would be great experience for someone looking to get into 
digital marketing.  

Are you an ideas person? We are going to need a fundraising push. If 
you have any ideas for events or activities, and are happy to get stuck in 
with organisation, we'd love to hear from you. 

Do you have expertise or knowledge in finance, buildings, insurance 
and law? Can you spare a few hours a year, to complement our current 
team of volunteer Trustees? 

Please call the Centre  
or Ann Whyntie (Volunteer Chairman) on 07815632144 

The BSL sign for peace is: 
 
Two full "C" shaped hands are drawn apart 
horizontally as the fingers close on the 
thumbs. 

Maybe that's worth a thought until we return 
to our pre-pandemic norms. 

1
From Indian culture/Hindu tradition this is a sign of respectful greeting, placing palms 
together  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CoIRm5HQGFg
mailto:manager@titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk
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Readers of the book reviews in August's Titchfield News will have seen 
Tony Postle's review of 'The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks' and may be 
interested in two recent news items which show that Henrietta Lacks is 
finally receiving due regard for her incredible contribution to medical and 
scientific research. As a reminder; Lacks died of cervical cancer in 1951 in 
Baltimore, aged 31, and cells were removed from her body during 
investigations and after her death - without her family's knowledge or 
consent. These cells, known simply as 'HeLa' cells survived, multiplied 
and have been used worldwide in a huge range of research, most recently 
into Covid -19. 

In October, a statue of Lacks, by Helen Wilson-Roe, was unveiled on the 
University of Bristol campus. The inscription on the statue reads 'More 
than a cell' and it is dedicated 'To all the unrecognised black women who 
have contributed to humanity, you will never be forgotten.' Prof. Jeremy 
Tavaré, Dean of the University's Faculty of Life Sciences, said: "Many of 
our biomedical science researchers whose work uses human cells have 
used Henrietta's cells in their research, including myself. We owe 
Henrietta an enormous debt of gratitude." Attending the unveiling, Lacks' 
granddaughter, Jeri Lacks-Whye, said: "She has saved lives and given to 
countless people around the world." There is a full report and pictures of 
the statue at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-58761785 . 

Also in October, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General of 
the World Health Organisation (WHO), awarded a posthumous Director-
General's award to Lacks in recognition of her world-changing legacy. In 
making the award, Dr Tedros said "In honouring Henrietta Lacks, WHO 
acknowledges the importance of reckoning with past scientific injustices, 
and advancing racial equity in health and science. It's also an opportunity 
to recognize women - particularly women of colour - who have made 
incredible but often unseen contributions to medical science." 

Lawrence Lacks, Sr., Henrietta Lacks' eldest son, stated "We are moved 
to receive this historic recognition of my mother, Henrietta Lacks – 
honouring who she was as a remarkable woman and the lasting impact of 
her HeLa cells. My mother's contributions, once hidden, are now being 
rightfully honoured for their global impact. My mother was a pioneer in life, 
giving back to her community, helping others live a better life and caring 
for others. In death she continues to help the world. Her legacy lives on in 
us and we thank you for saying her name – Henrietta Lacks." 

Henrietta Lacks: 

Recognition of an Incredible Legacy 

Karen Postle 
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How to Measure a Cow by Margaret Forster Pub. Chatto &Windus 

We do learn how to measure a cow in this book, but it is not a book about 
agricultural life as the title might suggest. Rather it is the tale of a young 
woman trying to build a new life in an unprepossessing town in Cumbria. 
As she moves from being anonymous and begins to make friends, a 
mystery unravels. 

If you want to read a 'different' story about an unlikely friendship with a bit 
of a twist this is for you. Dianne Hatfield 

West With The Light: My life in nature, Brian Jackman Pub. Bradt 
Guides, 2021 

I was lent this book by a friend, who grew up with Brian Jackman and still 
meets him regularly (and features in the book!). He thought I might enjoy it 
so thanks, Geoff, for probably the best biography I have read! 

If you have been to Africa, or dreamed of going there, this autobiography 
by Brian Jackman paints pictures of travel in the wild places. It is not a 
travel guide, but traces Brian Jackman's life as a child in pre-war London, 
the Blitz and evacuation to the west country, through nature writing for 
national newspapers and conservation work with lions and elephants in 
Africa. Brian was introduced by one of his editors as "licensed to use 
adjectives" and the whole of his writing certainly lives up to this! His life in 
Devon, and the Devon countryside and seaside (seeing peregrines hunt), 
is vividly described and encounters with whales in Baja California make 
you want to go there. Lyndon Hatfield 

 
Don't forget that you can download the BorrowBox Library app and login 
with your Hampshire Library details to access the library's collection of 
eAudiobooks and eBooks. 

 

Read a good book lately? Please write a review, about 60-70 words long, 
and send it to magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 

Book Reviews 

Covid-19 has highlighted inequalities in health among people from 
minority ethnic groups and women of colour are still disproportionately 
affected by cervical cancer so Lacks' story remains important as the WHO 
report at: https://www.who.int/news/item/13-10-2021-who-director-general-
bestows-posthumous-award-on-the-late-henrietta-lacks shows. 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2010/jun/23/henrietta-lacks-cells-medical-advances
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2010/jun/23/henrietta-lacks-cells-medical-advances
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-58761785
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-10-2021-who-director-general-bestows-posthumous-award-on-the-late-henrietta-lacks
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-10-2021-who-director-general-bestows-posthumous-award-on-the-late-henrietta-lacks
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It has to be said that it wasn't a great start for PC 49 Alexander Wass. After 
his initial training and his posting to the Portsmouth City Police he never in 
his worst nightmares imagined that he would be banished to a beat in the 
Brynna. It was all the fault of The Lord Chamberlain, really, for introducing 
the decency laws in the theatre. The law had been quite clear. No nudity on 
stage. Then nudity was allowed provided that the girls didn't move a muscle 
and the Police were deputed to make sure of that. 

PC A Wass was assigned to the Theatre Royal in Portsmouth. He was to 
stay in the wings and monitor what was going on on stage. What was going 
on was quite tasteful. A new moon swung to and fro over the stage. Lying 
on the new moon was a comely young lady with no clothes on and not 
moving a muscle. On the stage itself were a number of representations of 
fluffy clouds, flimsy cardboard cut-out supported by a brace to keep them 
upright. 

PC 49 A Wass, keenly aware of his duties, had crept out from the wings 
until he was hiding behind a cloud directly beneath the young lady on the 
new moon. He was watching carefully for any muscle movements when he 
inadvertently knocked over the cloud which concealed him from the 
audience. The audience was entranced by the sight of a lanky young Police 
Officer on his hands and knees looking up at the flanks of a comely young 
lady. 

He panicked. Not only was he spotted by the wildly cheering audience, he 
was also spotted by his Chief Superintendent who was doing his own 
monitoring duties from the comfort of the stalls. Poor old PC 49 could have 
treated the whole affair nonchalantly. He could have stood up, whistled 
cheerfully and sauntered off stage. Instead he turned around, remained on 
his hands and knees and crawled into the anonymity of the wings. 

It was quite embarrassing for the Chief Constable. He wanted it to 
disappear, which meant making PC49 A Wass disappear. He called an old 
mate, the Chief Constable of Glamorgan, to ask if he could take Wass off 
his hands. His old mate wanted to know exactly why he wanted his officer 
transferred and the Portsmouth Chief told him, after extracting a promise of 
absolute confidentiality. It wouldn't do if the Portsmouth citizens learned that 
he had dismissed Wass, now something of a folk hero, to the wilds of 
Wales. 

The Police Force is unique among all the services in that there is no officer 
class. Everyone starts as a PC, so there is no Old Boy network. The Chief 
Constable of Glamorgan felt that he had to share his secret with his senior 
officers. Before poor old Wass even arrived in the village everyone in the 

John Hiett's Tales of the Brynna 

PC 49 
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Brynna knew everything about him, down to the colour of his eyelashes. 
Small boys, who had seen Portsmouth Football Club play at Cardiff City, 
learned the Portsmouth chant and greeted their new PC with it at every 
opportunity, "Play up Pompey, Play up Pompey". 

Alexander Wass had been brought up in Titchfield, a village near 
Portsmouth. He lived with his father, an admiral and his mother, a scion of 
the Earl Grey Tea family, in a big house with a large garden. He had 
attended the private school there, West Hill Park, where he had learned to 
ride and to play cricket. All this made it more frustrating for Wass to be 
living in a terraced house in William Street in faraway Brynna. 

Aunty Betty came to his rescue. There is an Aunty Betty in every Welsh 
village. They are all alike - middle aged, childless and either widowed or 
married to very quiet husbands. Aunty Betty had access to every house in 
the village. She came into our house. She was talking to my mother, but 
she was addressing me. "That Mr Wass is a very nice young man, and we 
should be making him welcome. He's only 23 and far from home. He needs 
us and we need him as a friend. If he catches you scrumping apples it's 
better if he gives you a clip around the ear than takes you to court." 

 
Watch this space for how Aunty Betty's interventions led to a favourable 
outcome for the hapless PC49. 

Puzzles 

Can you get the star 

to the Christmas tree? 

Sudoku 

Fill each row, column and marked 

rectangle with the numbers 1 to 6 

Answers on page 31 
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St Peter's Church  

Church Street, Titchfield, Hants, PO14 4AG 

office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 

01329 847003 

welcoming all     celebrating life     sharing the journey 

Regular Sunday Worship 

9.00 am Parish Communion, live streamed for those unable to join us, and 
available thereafter on the church website: stpetertitchfield.org.uk  

We are continuing to encourage Covid-secure good practice, including hand- 
sanitisation, social distancing and wearing face coverings in church. 

Midweek Worship every Thursday 

10.00 am Holy Communion followed by time to meet over coffee. 

The Welcome Caf® in Advent (See page 3 for further details) 

10.30 ï 1.00 pm Saturdays 27 Nov, 4 Dec, 11 Dec. and 18 December. 
 

For further information - see our website stpetertitchfield.org.uk or 
leave a message for Liz in the Church Office at any time on 01329 847003 

Christmas Services in Church 

 

Wednesday 1
st
 December  5.30pm Christingle Service for Children's Society 

Christmas Eve  4.00pm & 6.00pm Carol Services 'To Celebrate the Light'  
 
N.B. For Covid security reasons numbers at these popular carol services 
are limited. Places must be booked in advance. 

Please email office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk or leave your name and 
phone number on the office phone 01329 847003. 
 

Christmas Day 10.00am Parish Communion with carols 
  (streamed) 
Boxing Day (Sun 26

th
)  9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
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Advert pictures provided by the advertisers 

Majority of pictures/images provided by contributors 

Remaining pictures from  http://freepik.com 
 http://www.pisqels.com 
 https://commons.wikimedia.org 

Puzzle Answers 

 

From the Parish Registers  

 

Baptisms 5th September Amelia May Carpenter. 

 19th September Harper Faith Olivia Davey 
  Audrey Elaine Stocks. 
  Edith Lynne Stocks. 

 17th October Brody Warren Boullin. 
  Bradley James Courage. 
  Buddy Dixon Courage. 

Weddings 2nd October Neil Matthews and Sarah Eccleston. 

Funerals 14th October Paul Vincent Cousins.  (88)
 26thOctober Hazel Margaret Tailby.  (89) 

mailto:office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
mailto:office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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Please note that most events require advance booking 

Events Diary: 

December 2021 & January 2022 

Date, Time & Place Event details 

Saturday 27th November and 

Saturdays 4th, 11th and 18th 

December 

10.30am – 1.00pm 

 
St Peterôs Church 

Welcome Café with Christmas stalls 

 

See article on page 3 

Wednesday 1st December 

 

The Crofton, Stubbington 

Titchfield Gardenersô Club (TGC) membersô skittles 
evening 

Members only 

Wednesday 1st December 

5.30pm 
 
St Peterôs Church 

Christingle Service for Childrenôs Society. 
Please book places in advance by  
e mailing office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 
or leaving your name and phone number on the office 
phone 01329 847003 

Saturday 4th December 

9.30am-3.30pm 

 

Yard entrance, West Street 

Collect Xmas trees for outside display (previously ordered 
only) 

Monday 6th December, 
6:30pm VIP drinks 
reception 
Bugle Hotel, Titchfield 
 
7:45 - 9:30 pm Service 
St Peterôs Church 

Wessex Cancer Trust Xmas Concert 
Tickets £20.00 for church service and £35 for VIP 
drinks reception 
For information and to book tickets see: https://
www.wessexcancer.org.uk/event/christmas-concert-2021/ 

Tuesday 7th December 

5.30-6.30pm 

 

Online event 

Sovereign Healthôs patientsô virtual event. More information 
and register to take part at:  
https://www.jubileesurgery.co.uk/practice_news/patient-
engagement-meeting-to-discuss-patient-concerns-about-
sovereign-health-partnership/ 

Friday 10th December 

7.30-10.30pm 

 

Parish Room  

Friends of St Peterôs (FOSP) óWinter Glitz Eveningô 

See details at: https://www .friends-of-st-peters.org/ 

  

Tickets available from Daisy Bôs in Titchfield  
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Date, Time & Place Event details 

Sunday 12th December, 
11.00am - 4.00pm 

 

Bursledon Brickworks 

Children's Christmas Special: Bring the family, bring the dog 
and enjoy the magic of Christmas at the Brickworks. 

Adult £8, Childrenôs óMeet Father Christmasô £5, 
Concessions £7, Members free. 

Booking essential for all. For details and booking see: 
https://thebrickworksmuseum.org/ 

Tuesday 14th December 

9.30am 

 

Titchfield Community 
Centre 

Titchfield Abbey WI 
Christmas Entertainment – óEat, Drink and be Merryô 
All welcome 
https://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/titchfield-abbey-wi/ 

Thursday 16th December 
7.30pm 
 
Titchfield Village Green 

Carols Round the Tree with the Solent Community Choir. 
Enjoy a glass of Mulled Wine - all proceeds go to the 
Friends of St Peterôs 

Friday 24th and  
Saturday 25th December 
 
St Peterôs Church 

Carol services and Holy Communion services. Please see 
page 30 for details and ensure you book in advance 
by e mailing office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 
or leaving your name and phone number on the office 
phone 01329 847003 

Wednesday 5th January 

7.30 pm 

 

Parish Room 

TGC club membersô quiz night. Visitors welcome.  
Contact tgc.meetings@gmail.com for details 

Tuesday 11th January 

9.30am 

 

Titchfield Community 
Centre 

Titchfield Abbey WI 
Consideration of Resolutions  
https://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/titchfield-abbey-wi/ 

Wednesday 2nd February 

7.30pm 

 

Zoom meeting 

TGC 'Plants from the ends of the Earth' by Richard Barnes 
Visitors welcome - contact tgc.meetings@gmail.com for 
details  

Thursday 20th January, 
7pm 

Haven Bar, Titchfield 
Community  Centre 

Meeting for representatives from clubs, societies and 
organizations to discuss plans for celebrations of the 
Queen's Platinum Jubilee – 2nd-5th June 2022 

mailto:office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
https://www.wessexcancer.org.uk/event/christmas-concert-2021/
https://www.wessexcancer.org.uk/event/christmas-concert-2021/
https://www.jubileesurgery.co.uk/practice_news/patient-engagement-meeting-to-discuss-patient-concerns-about-sovereign-health-partnership/
https://www.jubileesurgery.co.uk/practice_news/patient-engagement-meeting-to-discuss-patient-concerns-about-sovereign-health-partnership/
https://www.jubileesurgery.co.uk/practice_news/patient-engagement-meeting-to-discuss-patient-concerns-about-sovereign-health-partnership/
https://thebrickworksmuseum.org/
https://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/titchfield-abbey-wi/
mailto:office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
mailto:tgc.meetings@gmail.com
https://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/titchfield-abbey-wi/
mailto:tgc.meetings@gmail.com
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* Term time only 

The Community Centre's contact list is being updated and will be available 
soon. For any queries regarding meetings/events, please contact the Centre. 
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE 
ORGANISATIONS 

ST PETER'S CHURCH 
Vicar  Interregnum 01329 847003 
Curate Revd Janet Trevithick 01329 847003 
Reader Dave Foster 01329 847003 
Church Office Open: Mon-Thurs 9 - 12 
 e-mail: office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk  01329 847003 
 Website www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk 
Churchwardens:  Ms Barbara Le Sueur  07453 808200 
 Mr Peter Gordon c/o Church Office  01329 847003 
P.C.C.Secretary  Mrs Helen Andrews c/o Church Office  01329 847003 
Treasurer  Mr Martin Reid c/o Church Office  01329 847003 
Stewardship Recorder  Mr Iain Windebank c/o Church Office  01329 847003 
Organist  Mr Keith Miller, c/o Church Office  01489 579160 
Capt. of the Tower (Bells)  Mr Lyndon Hatfield  01329 849921 
Friends of St Peter's  Mrs Pat Shirley  01329 846646 
 Website www.friends-of-st-peters.org 

 
 

TITCHFIELD VILLAGE 

Primary School  Reception  01329 843322 
Parish Room  Lesley Blackburn - for bookings  07486 891728 
 (calls taken 9am-6pm or voicemail)  
   
Earl of S'ton Trust  Mrs Tracey Kenney  07458 304031 
Village Trust  Mr Nick Girdler  01329 847930 
Community Centre  Mrs Mary-Kate Smith (Manager )  01329 842933 
Jubilee Surgery  Reception  01329 844220 
Jubilee Surgery Patient  See www.jubileesurgery.co.uk for latest contact details 
       Participation Group Awaiting new committee 
Bonfire Boys  Message Line  07768 283725 
Titchfield Luncheon Club  Mr Ken Moores  01329 315615 
 
 

TITCHFIELD NEWS email: magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk  

Editorial Team  Karen Postle, Margaret Thompson, Karen Rizzi 
Distribution  Gerry Pontefract   
Advertising  Tony Postle (temporary post) 
Reporter Harry Sowerby 

 
 

YOUR LOCAL TITCHFIELD COUNCILLORS 

Hampshire County Council Sarah Pankhurst  07701 393396 
Fareham Borough Council  Mrs Connie Hockley  01329 287365 
 Ms Tiffany Harper  01329 844074 

 

YOUR LOCAL MP 

Member of Parliament Mrs Suella Braverman  01329 233573  

Opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent  
the views of the Parochial Church Council 



 

iv Kindly mention "Titchfield News" when responding to advertisers 
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Vanessa Wrixon John Henry Helen Brown 

How much is your 

property worth? 

The housing market 
is moving. 

Are you curious to 
find out the value of 

your home? 

Call today for a free no 

obligation valuation from 

our highly experienced 

Titchfield team: 

Tel: 01329 844812 

 Titchfield Country Market 
Parish Room, Titchfield 

Friday 

Mornings 09.30 - 11.30am 

Homebaked goods, Preserves 
Fresh Vegetables & Produce 
Plants, Flowers and Crafts 

Covid safe       Pay by cash or card 

For orders and enquiries contact 

01329 847930 

sandijones@live.co.uk 

 

Kindly mention "Titchfield News" when responding to advertisers vii 

 

 

 

 



CELEBRATE WITH US 
Do you have a special occasion to celebrate? At Titchfield Community Centre we have a 

range of party suites to meet your needs, whether it be a christening, wedding, 

anniversary, children's party or special birthday – including 18th and 21st parties. Call us 

today on 01329 842 933 or email enquiries@titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk 

Mill Street, Titchfield, PO14 4AB 

Registered charity 1109062 

titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk 

Free Parking 

opposite 

Ladies Quality Fashions 

Outfits for every occasion including 

Mother of the Bride/Groom, Cruise, General Wear & Prom Dresses 

At 7 Warsash Road, Warsash, SO31 9HW 
www.davinasladiesfashion.co.uk 

Monday to Saturday 10am - 5pm 

Telephone - 01489 880900 

During the pandemic please handle this magazine with care 


