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From the Editors' Desk 

Incredible that itôs two years since we began editing Titchfield News and, with 
Ann Wheal, produced an online copy because Covid precautions prevented 
deliveries! No meetings, pubs shut, lots of shops shut and over 70s confined 
to home for all but an hour a day! We sourced material everywhere we could 
think of, producing articles about sewing scrubs and silent church bells. 

What a difference two years makes! We hope youôre keeping well and 
looking forward to the Queenôs Platinum Jubilee celebrations. Typically 
Titchfield has a busy programme with village, school and church events; so 
have your diaries ready. We have nostalgic glimpses at the Coronation and, 
thanks to our previous editor, Brian Pattenôs archive, a reminder of the 
Diamond Jubilee. Weôd love to hear from any óchildrenô in the photo with their 
memories of the day. Those bells are certainly not silent now and we are so 
looking forward to hearing them ringing out our celebrations! 

After the Jubilee events there are other occasions to look out for, including a 
very welcome return of Open Gardens, thanks to Friends of St Peterôs who 
help to keep our beautiful, historic church in good order. St Peterôs Church 
will also be holding another wonderful Flower Festival and lots of events 
remind us just how far weôve moved on in two years! Check out the Diary for 
all events. 

We have a travellerôs tale from Harry Sowerby, our reporter until he began 
working abroad. We canôt yet call him our óForeign Correspondentô but 
certainly look forward to hearing more. Two years on from closed pubs, to 
whet appetites, Margaret Thompson writes about The Wheatsheaf. Where 
we couldnôt even attend church for months in 2020, a group went on retreat 
to Wantage in March and you can read their impressions. Weôve maintained 
contact with our friends at Wessex Jamaat and Karen Postle writes about the 
Iftar meal she attended. Knowing the terrible situation in Ukraine, it has been 
a great joy, as Tim Mason explains, to welcome a Ukrainian family to 
Titchfield.  

There are updates from organisations and our school and another of Ross 
Underwoodôs walks for one of those sunny days weôre hoping to have. Our 
local Police give a timely reminder about summer problems and Dr Bertram 
outlines the situation at Jubilee Surgery and explains how to make contact. 
As across the NHS nationwide, there are tremendous difficulties.  

Nog Grimstead was part of our original editorial team, covering Advertising 
Sales. Tony Postle later took this on temporarily, recently becoming 
permanent. Well itôs a bit of light relief from his óretirement hobbyô of 
undertaking Covid research (more of that another time) or tackling our own 
unruly garden! 

We send you our best wishes for enjoying all the events Titchfield has to 
offer and hope you enjoy reading Titchfield News.  
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We are about to experience first-hand an amazing moment in 
history that I am sure will live long in our memories. There will 
be celebrations across the country where we will all come 
together in one way or another to celebrate Queen Elizabeth IIôs 
70 year reign. 

On her twenty-first birthday, 21st April 1947, Princess Elizabeth was touring 
South Africa with her parents. In a speech broadcast on the radio from Cape 
Town, the Princess dedicated her life to the service of our country and the 
Commonwealth;  

"I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it be long or 
short, shall be devoted to your service and the service of our great 
imperial family to which we all belong".  

Just five years later, on the death of her father, she was declared Queen and 
now, at the amazing age of 96, is still serving our country; providing a much 
needed source of stability for us all during many ups and downs of her 70 
year reign.  

Royalist or not, I donôt think there can be a person who does not admire the 
Queen. We know she is the wealthiest woman in the land with the highest 
position. But what we admire about her is her remarkable work ethic and how 
she has, during her reign, unstintingly represented this country to the 
commonwealth and the world. We revere the Queen, because of her royal 
lineage, but she does not laud it over us but dutifully and humbly comes 
alongside us, having given her life to serve us. We comment that the Queen 
has not put a foot wrong, she may not feel that, but she has certainly never 
let us down. 

We know that the Queen is a devoted Christian and the anchor of her 
personal faith in Jesus has guided and sustained her throughout her life. We 
think of Jesus as the óServant Kingô and Graham Kendrick wrote a hymn with 
this title. We sing how remarkable it is that the King of Heaven left his 
heavenly realms to come into this world ónot to be served but to serveô. The 
Lord of all creation humbly gave his life on the cross to defeat death for us all 
and rise again. Through Jesus, death no longer has the final word and it is in 
this hope that we live day by day, and can be confident in life everlasting. 

Please do join us in church on Sunday June 5th at 10am for a special 
service when we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and 
give thanks for the Platinum Jubilee of our servant Queen. 

Important notice - Change of Sunday service times: as Helen Perryôs 
article, opposite, explains, after this service on the 5th June, our regular 
Sunday service will not return to 9am but will remain at 10am. Details of all of 
our services are on page 38. 

The Servant Queen 

Rev'd Janet Trevithick  
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Annual Meetings  

Our Annual meetings took place on Sunday 8th May after the 
morning service.  The Parishionersô Meeting elected Peter 
Gordon and Steven Sherwood to serve as Churchwardens for 
the next 12 months. Thanks were expressed to our outgoing Churchwarden, 
Barbara le Sueur, who has stepped down after serving for six consecutive 
years.  

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting elected Parochial Church Council 
(PCC) members and a list of all members will be displayed on the 
noticeboard at the back of the church. 

The meeting discussed two particular areas of concern raised by members 
present.  One related to service times, recognising that the current 
arrangement does not suit everyone.  Revôd Janet Trevithickôs article, 
opposite, notes this change, effective from Sunday 5 June.  There is to be 
some further thought about the Thursday morning services.  Our retired 
clergy lead all our services and we are grateful and fortunate to have their 
dedicated support. As well as Sunday and Thursday each week, they also 
officiate at funeral and wedding services at St Peterôs and elsewhere. They 
are making a significant commitment and the PCC would not expect more.   

The issue of church finances was also discussed.  St Peterôs is not in a 
healthy financial position and there is much to think about as we go forward 
in relation to stewardship, fundraising and our relationship with the Friends 
of St Peterôs whose support for the maintenance of the building is much 
appreciated. 

Thank you to all who attended the meeting in person and to those who 
viewed the live streaming online. 
 

What's on This Summer 

Youôll be able to read about the churchôs celebrations for the Platinum 
Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II elsewhere in the magazine and they are 
summarised in the programme of Jubilee events on pages 16 & 17.  

We will look forward to seeing you on 5th June and at all our events  

ï everyone is welcome. 

Additionally, we hope that the Welcome Caf® will return in August, opening 
on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.  Look out information about that in 
the August Titchfield News along with any other opportunities that will be 
taking place in church during that month.  

Update from St Peter's Church 

Helen Perry 
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Sovereign Health Partnership 
Dr Tom Bertram, Clinical Director 

It's been another busy month here at the practice, and we have a lot to talk 
about! We've been trialling a system called Push Doctor, which allows us to 
offer video GP appointments to patients and increases how many people we 
are helping each day. If you have had a Push Doctor appointment we would 
be really keen to hear about your experience, as we are regularly talking 
with them about how things are going.  

We know that being able to get through to the practice efficiently is a key 
priority for you. Our telephone team is currently settling into a new hub at 
Highlands Practice, after previously working separately at the three GP 
surgeries. The hub has capacity for ten staff members and two team 
leaders, and creating it is the next step in improving the telephone service 
for our patients and providing better resilience across our team. We are 
continuing to upskill our staff and actively recruit further individuals into the 
team. 

Patient drop in event 
We hope that many of you were able to come along to the open drop-in 
event at the Holiday Inn, Titchfield on Tuesday 24 May. Primary care 
continues to experience considerable pressures, and we know some people 
have struggled to access their local surgery. Similarly, we know that many 
have found the changes in the way GP practices have worked during the 
pandemic frustrating, and others have told us that they don't know why 
those changes had to be made. We want to be able to discuss concerns 
directly with people, explain how things are currently working, and agree on 
how we can make the right changes to improve our service as we learn to 
live with Covid-19.  

Meeting our patients and hearing about their experiences is a really 
important part of how we evolve as a practice, and we will be holding regular 
drop-in events at our surgeries in the future. If you couldn't make the event 
on the 24th, don't worry, because there will be other opportunities to have 
your say about the changes you would like to see. We will be using patient 
focus groups to explore specific topics, so do look out on our website news 
items for how you can get involved in one. 

Getting in touch with us 
As you know, we are still seeing a huge demand for our services just like our 
primary care colleagues across the country, and though we have employed 
new staff and trialed different ways to improve waiting times, things remain a 
real challenge.  

We have taken the decision to streamline our contact options for the 
surgeries, and this means we're temporarily stopping the eConsult service. 
In order to book a GP appointment for a medical issue, patients should 
contact us either: 
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Unfortunately we had to cancel our proposed visit to other towers because 
Covid-related issues left us with insufficient numbers of ringers. We hope to 
have an outing later in the year. 

Our plans for Jubilee ringing start with ringing on Thursday 2nd June as the 
procession to the beacon lighting leaves the Square, followed by ringing to 
coincide with the National Service on Friday when it is expected that 
bellringers all over the UK and Commonwealth will be in action. We hope to 
be able to include most, if not all, of our ringers in these events. We also 
have wedding ringing on Saturday and normal Sunday service ringing!  

Bell-ringing News 

Lyndon Hatfield 

¶ By telephone: our phone lines remain open Monday to Friday between 
8am-6.30pm. We appreciate your support in keeping the phone lines 
open for those who are unwell and need urgent care, so please use our 
website where possible for medical advice and to contact reception 

¶ In person: Anyone in need of immediate care can also come into their 
local practice where they will speak to a member of our team and their 
details will be reviewed by a GP who decides on the next steps.  

¶ Digital access methods: there are many online forms on our website, 
such as requesting a medication review or a repeat prescription. 

We love your feedback!  
Gathering patient feedback is a big part of what we do, and though we 
know many people get frustrated when we are so incredibly busy, it's also 
nice to hear about when things go well. Messages like this one about a 
member of our telephone team; 

"P was incredible, offering a  "virtual hug " down the phone at a time 
when I really needed one. She is the reason I'm still here " 

give everyone a lift and help us remember why we work in primary care. 

St Peter's Prayerline 

Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress  
and who would like the support of prayer? 

Please contact 
Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265 
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The other day as I opened my bible, I began to ponder upon a well- known 
passage in the book of Genesis: 

Genesis 1:27. 'So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God He created him; male and female He created 
them.' 

As I was reading the passage, a thought came into my mind, suggesting I 
put my own name into the text. As I did this, I became overwhelmed with 
the wonder of what I was beginning to understand. 'Chris Wickland,' is 
made in the image of God. I understand that I am not THE image of God 
for only Jesus can fully represent the Father. (See Hebrews 1:3). Yet I 
reflect something of the multifaceted Image of God or the 'Imago Dei,' as 
the early church called it. 

I would ask you now to read the Genesis text and insert your own name... 

Genesis 1:27. 'So God created (insert your name) in His own 
image, in the image of God He created you.'  

As you ponder and meditate upon the text you may start to become aware 
of a startling revelation: the importance, the significance and wonder of all 
humankind. We have self-worth and we have great value. We are not star 
dust from a random explosion which came from nothing at the beginning of 
an unobservable moment in history. We are human beings made in the 
likeness of the Living God. We reflect something of His greatness, His love, 
His creativeness, and His intelligence. God is the greatest poet, the 
greatest scientist, the greatest artist, the greatest musician and we get to 
reflect these wonderful attributes.  

Christians have always traditionally understood the value of humankind 
and have done much to raise the rights and dignity of humankind. In 
today's secular society, Christians are often looked upon as being from the 
dark ages and are often accused of being intolerant and bigoted. Yet the 
irony is that many people do not know their own history. The freedom of 
rights, free speech, came about through Christianity. The ending of slavery 
came about through Christians, the ending of child labour and child 
trafficking came about via the Christian Salvation Army. Hospitals came 
into being via monks at various abbeys across the nation. Schools also 
began through Christianity. Believe it or not, Christians founded football as 
a tool to help young people and it grew into the popular sport of today. 
Building societies were created by Christians to help people build houses 
and get out of poverty. Christianity has shaped thousands of years of 
culture, music, art, architecture, science, philosophy and literature.  

Imago Dei 

Chris Wickland - Senior Pastor 
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Christianity has at its core the understanding of the importance of the 
'Imago Dei,' the image of God. Christianity is not so backward as some 
suppose but is in actual fact a very forward thinking religion that 
understands the value and importance of the 'Imago Dei.'  

Living Word Church meets at 10:30 am on Sunday mornings at 18 High 
Street Titchfield (Old Titchfield Evangelical Church Building) 

Guests from Ukraine 

Tim Mason 

Every time I listen to the news I hear something distressing about events in 
Ukraine. It is almost impossible to comprehend the hardships that are 
being faced by Ukrainian residents; by those who have chosen to remain 
there, by those who wish to leave and cannot and by those who have been 
able to leave and have. We had all hoped never to see events like this on 
European soil again but, sadly, that is not the case. 

We feel impotent and question,  "What can I do to help?" We feel at a loss 
to come up with an answer. One local person has made a helpful 
contribution. Peter Lloyd, for many years our MP, has made his home here 
available to a family of four from the west of Ukraine. They moved in on 1st 
May and, being a near neighbour, I went to welcome them. 

The family are Ivan, an HGV driver who has also worked as a builder, his 
wife Oksana, who makes various handicrafts, their daughter Kateryna, who 
has had to break off her dentistry studies and their son Anton who had 
been expecting to start secondary school this September. Their English is 
not too good but it's early days. When I visited, Ivan's cousin, who lives in 
the UK, was there. He works in finance in London where he knows Victoria, 
Peter Lloyd's daughter. This link brought the family to Titchfield.  

Ivan seems determined to do what he can for his family and I'm sure he will 
soon be working locally. Kateryna's highly demanding academic studies 
have, sadly, come to an abrupt halt midway. Hopefully Anton will be in 
school in September and, meantime, along with the rest of the family, he'll 
be doing a crash course in English.  

Do give our new Ukrainian guests a cheerful smile. Your warm welcome 
will make their stay with us just that little bit easier. 

ʃʘʩʢʘʚʦ ʧʨʦʩʠʤʦ ʜʦ ʊʽʪʯʬʽʣʜʘ * 

Welcome to Titchfield 
 

Pronounced  "Laskavo prosymo do Titchfield " 



8 

 

Maths:Sam Yeldon Maths Leader 

At Titchfield Primary school, we love maths! We work hard to ensure that 
children learn number facts and can use them to solve all sorts of different 
problems and puzzles. We use practical resources to help with learning 
concepts as well as technology for children to practise their skills inde-
pendently and at home. We recently had our latest visit from OFSTED. 
This is what the inspector wrote about maths at our school. 

 "The mathematics curriculum is taught well. Teachers build on what pupils 
already know and remember. Pupils start their lessons by completing 
'fluent in 5' to help them quickly recall number facts. In Reception Year, for 
example, children look for pairs of numbers to make 5. Teachers sequence 
the lessons well and plan in opportunities to enable pupils to revisit prior 
learning before moving on. In Year 5, for instance, pupils were using their 
knowledge of angles and degrees to name the different types of triangles. 
Those pupils who need further support, including those with special educa-
tional needs and/or disabilities (SEND), are given time to practise new 
learning. " 

The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Celebration Day ï Friday 27
th
 

May: Mrs M Stephens - Headteacher 
As you know, part of our curriculum at Titchfield Primary is to teach the 
children about British values and what it means to be a citizen living in the 
UK. We feel that national celebrations are part of this and this year the 
Queen is celebrating her platinum jubilee. The national celebration day is 
during half term but that isn't going to stop us having a special day in 
school! 

On Friday 27th May we are going to have a celebration day about the 
Queen. The children will learn about the Queen's life and her role in British 
history. We also wanted to have a party and dress up!  

The theme for dressing up and our history focus is 'The Queen through the 
decades' and each class has a decade to dress up as. The children can 
wear the fashion of the decade or dress as a famous person from the dec-
ade. We are looking forward to perhaps seeing the Beatles for the 1960s, 
flared trousers for the 1970s or legwarmers from the 1980s. We know that 
everyone will be very creative!  

We will be planning lots of fun activities for the children on the day and in 
the afternoon our parents will be joining us for the children to parade 
around the playground to show off their costumes and then have an after-
noon tea/pudding picnic in the school grounds. 

We are very excited about the day and look forward to a great celebration! 

Update from 

Titchfield Primary School 
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Many of you, I'm sure, will know the Village Trust has now raised all the 
money, Ã133,000, to complete the re-tiling and installation of solar panels 
on the Parish Room. At the same time, we will be improving the pathways 
around the building to give better access for wheelchairs and, of course, 
everyone else. 

Two grants from Fareham Borough Council and Hampshire County Council 
(HCC) got us to the final figure. The increase on our original target was 
because of rising prices for materials and increased costs for builders. 

Work was due to start in May but a shortage of the tiles we need has 
slowed things up somewhat. Still, all things come to those who wait. 

The Trust has also secured funding for the work on planting the copse on 
Barry's Meadow. This project is in partnership with The Earl of 
Southampton Trust who own the meadow. Another grant from HCC, 
through our County Councillor, and some of our own Small Scale Grants 
money, means we can go ahead to clear the brambles and fence on the 
south side of the meadow. This will give us approximately 4,500 square 
metres on which to plant our trees, just over a hundred or so. 

The next stage is to map out the site, select the native species, find 
suppliers, and organise the physical planting.  

We have already had offers of funding from individuals and groups within 
the village who want to buy a tree; even though work won't begin until 
September/October (to protect wildlife) and tree planting won't be until 
November (the start of the tree planting window) we need you to come 
forward now with your contribution. Please contact the Trust with your 
offers. They could be from streets, groups, businesses, individuals, friends, 
or families. What we will not be able to do is mark every tree with a plaque 
as this will add considerably to costs and would negate the natural feeling 
we want to achieve. 

People have pointed out that the Woodland Trust may be able to help and 
we will certainly be approaching outside village agencies but ultimately this 
is a Titchfield project and one from which all of us will benefit for 
generations to come. 

Please contact us vial e mail: TitchfieldVillageTrust@outlook.com 

Or via the Website www.TitchfieldVillageTrust.com 

Our next General Meeting is on Tuesday 5th July 7.30 at the Parish Room, 
which with any luck will be covered with scaffolding by then! 

Titchfield Village Trust Update 

Nick Girdler - chairman of TVT 

mailto:TitchfieldVillageTrust@outlook.com
http://WWW.TitchfieldVillageTrust.com
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The last of Titchfield Gardeners' Club (TGC) Zoom meetings, attended by 
over 30 members, was hosted by William Rallison a Titchfield resident and 
a TGC member but also Head Community Gardener for the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea (RBK&C). After a career in heritage he studied 
horticulture and, through volunteering as a gardener at Chelsea Physic 
Garden, he then took up gardening roles at Cressing Temple and Chiswick 
House. 

He noted that our first interest in community gardening started 
with allotments in the 1760s when councils tried to help poorer 
communities to grow their own food. Outside London allotments 
are now a common sight but RBK&C have insufficient green 
space for allotments. Instead, William has been involved in 
trying to get local communities to use under-utilised space by 
providing the basic tools to get things started. Consultation with 
Network Rail, A & E departments and local communities for 
releasing space has transformed areas which previously 
suffered with fly-tipping and vandalism. They have benefitted 
from an improved community spirit and residentsô taking 
responsibility for their local area. 

To start things off; planters, containers and raised beds are provided to the 
community and then guidance is given about how to cultivate and maintain 
the space. Access to water is always the key issue regarding the location 
of the sites. These schemes have worked particularly well with 
organisations such as Mind and Halfway House but Covid has created a 
setback. In addition the tragedy of the fire at Grenfell Tower has meant 
people have not been able to maintain a focus on community gardening 
and interest has waned. But, generally, William has been encouraged by 
the improved community spirit and health benefits and has seen peopleôs 
anxiety levels reduced from these simple activities. 

William is involved with various workshops and projects which are 
ongoing involving; childrenôs activities, wreath-making 
competitions, window box workshops, street planting and creating 
a bee superhighway. 

Turning to our local area he noted that we have started with some 
community schemes such as daffodil planting in Barryôs Meadow 
and a proposed tree planting but his talk also made us think what 
else could be done to improve our community wellbeing. 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club 

Community Gardening 
A talk by William Rallison:6th April 2022 

Simon Edgington 
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Please send articles, items for the Diary and 
photos for use as our cover 

We'd love to have your photos of Jubilee events and celebrations 
for the August issue 

send to: magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 
by July 11th 2022 

Finally, he referred to various sites should we wish to develop any further 
ideas:  

¶ Sustain: the alliance for better food and farming:  
https://www.sustainweb.org 

¶ Capital Growth: https://www.capitalgrowth.org 

¶ The Royal Borough Environment Project (RBEP): 
community.gardeners@rbkc.gov.uk 

It is hoped that all future TGC meetings will be held in The Parish Rooms 
rather than by Zoom! 

Due to the fantastic amount of donations of clothing, medical supplies etc. 
and resultant issues with storage, as well as frequently changing needs, 
organisations are now asking people if possible to please give financial 
donations instead. You can donate via Disasters Emergency Committee 
(DEC): https://www.dec.org.uk/ . 

The DEC prefers online donations but, if you don't bank online or use a 
credit card, all Post Offices are accepting donations by cash as well as by 
card. You can also post a cheque to the DEC. Make cheques payable to: 
DEC Ukraine Appeal and post to: 

DEC Ukraine Appeal 
PO Box 999, 
London 
EC3A 3AA 

Other organisations accepting donations include: 

UNICEF: https://www.unicef.org.uk/  

Choose Love: https://choose.love/  

Amnesty International: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/  

M®decins Sans Fronti¯res: https://www.msf.org/  

Help for the People of Ukraine 

mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
https://www.sustainweb.org
https://www.capitalgrowth.org
mailto:community.gardeners@rbkc.gov.uk
https://www.dec.org.uk/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/
https://choose.love/
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/
https://www.msf.org/
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The Titchfield History Society enjoyed a most entertaining evening when 
Tony Strafford, a former Beefeater at the Tower of London, came to give 
us a talk. When he entered there was no mistaking what he was; dressed 
in his splendid uniform, no notes, no screen, he gave the most amusing, 
informative story and did not falter once.  

He spoke of the rich prisoners compared 
with the poor. One fascinating piece of 
information was that the first person to be 
beheaded in 1306 was one Simon Frazer 
and the last person to be beheaded there in 
1746 was also a man named Simon 
Frazer...You couldn't make it up!!! 

Tony said that we all talk about executions 
on a daily basis, which we were astounded 
at as we thought  "we don't!", but he went 

on to explain that our everyday sayings evolved from executions 
including: 

¶ For whom the bell tolls ï a bell was rung prior to an execution 

¶ Going out with a bang ï victims burnt alive had gunpowder attached to 
hasten their demise 

¶ One for the road ï people about to be hanged from Newgate were 
taken into a tavern for their last drink and would then be put 'On the 
waggon' 

¶ Hangers on ï If you paid you could pull on the feet of people who 
were hung to hurry their death as it would otherwise take around 10 
minutes for them to die 

¶ Living on a Shoestring ï people would hang out a shoe, begging for 
food to be placed in it 

¶ Double Crossed ï there was a notorious gang who set up in business 
to find your stolen goods. Little was it known at the time that it was the 
people they paid who were stealing from them. When this was 
discovered and their well-kept ledgers were looked into they noted 
that if your goods were stolen and returned there was a double cross 
against your name. 

Tony spoke of the ravens in the Tower and their legend. There are 
always six kept there and, having had their wings clipped, they cannot fly. 

Titchfield History Society 

The Tower of London Comes to Titchfield 

Marilyn Wilton-Smith - Chair 
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Titchfield History Society offers you the opportunity to transport yourself 
back to Tudor times. You can enjoy a day out in the beautiful setting of 
Place House (Titchfield Abbey), the former country home of the Earls of 
Southampton, where you will find courtiers and musicians - or even royalty 
- wandering around. Performances will be on stage throughout the day. 
There will be lots of fun activities for children; they can become part of a 
Midsummer Night's Dream or, if they misbehave, there is always the 
stocks. You can have a caricature drawn in Tudor style, have a go at 
spinning wool or wander through the market. Food and drink will be 
available on site. 

For more information see: https://titchfieldhistory.com/3rd-earl-fayre/ . 

Titchfield History Society 

Earl of Southampton's Tudor Fayre 
Sunday 28

th
 August, 10am-4pm 

However one brave one climbed some scaffolding and, getting to the top, 
attempted to fly but with disastrous consequences. In the '80s when 
Ronald Reagan was president of the USA, a competition was launched on 
Blue Peter to name a new raven. A Beefeater was sent to the studios to 
pick out from thousands of cards the new name for the bird......the name 
picked was Ronald Raven!!!  

There is a story everywhere from this fascinating place. Do come again 
Tony. 

After all the disruptions of the last two years, Titchfield WI is now back to its 
usual programme of speakers and activities and, amongst other things, we 
have enjoyed hearing from a wildlife photographer, a London Marathon 
participant and enjoyed a Burn's Night with tastes of Scotland. Our other 
activities have resumed in person ï Book Group, Darts, Craft ï where we 
are helping make decorations for the Queen's Jubilee celebration in 
Titchfield - and our Thursday meet-up coffee mornings as well as weekly 
Games-on-Zoom. We meet at 7.30 on the 4th Monday of the month in the 
Parish Rooms and would welcome any ladies who want to come and see 
what we are about. It's not all 'Jam and Jerusalem'! 

Titchfield WI 

Wendy Culverwell 

https://titchfieldhistory.com/3rd-earl-fayre/
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It is never satisfactory to start off an article with an apology. So I won't. The 
Titchfield Bowling Club is not sorry for the turmoil caused by our open day 
and our recruitment drive. Our new members have been inducted into 
some of the secrets of the game but more of the dark arts must wait for a 
moonless night and a bonfire. 

Titchfield is generally a quiet and amenable village which is much admired 
but there was a time when the surrounds were more perilous for even the 
most redoubtable of our senior citizens who ventured out and about, no 
matter how many tattoos they displayed. I am talking about a less 
enlightened time no longer in living memory when recruitment to the 
bowling club was done by press gang. A sub-committee of the bowling club 
led by a shadowy figure known by the soubriquet 'Korky' formed the feared 
'press gang'. Parents in the local area would hush their children with tales 
of this feared troop and its enigmatic leader. The bowling club press gang 
was in the habit of prowling the alleyways and allotments armed with King's 
shillings and potent home-made sherry. 

The targets of the gang were residents who were perhaps in the habit of 
taking the air after a convivial luncheon or who were tilling the earth for 
exercise. Korky would approach and engage the likely subjects in 
disarmingly light conversation whilst another of the sub-committee hobbled 
by feigning exhaustion. After the ailing passer-by was fed with a 
rejuvenating slug of sherry the target was obliged to join in since it would 
be thought terribly impolite to allow a neighbour to drink on their own. Then 
of course, dear readers, the bait - and often the King's shilling - were 
swallowed and the target was quietly coerced into signing the bowling club 
indentures and they were duly inducted into the society. Some targets were 
less amenable, perhaps they were more accustomed to fortified wines, but 
the gang carried lignum vitae bowling woods with them in small sacks for 
such eventualities which they would drop on the foot of any recalcitrant 
target thus enabling the gang to make good their escape. This may be why 
dances held in the village parish rooms became known as 'hops', who 
knows? 

The season is well underway at Titchfield Bowling Club and the now more 
than fifty full members have taken to their sport with gusto and aplomb. 
Somewhat incongruously the first social event of the calendar was indoor 
skittles at a local pub which was a great success. The club committee is 

Titchfield Bowling Club 

No Need For the Press to be Invoked 

it Seems! 

David Shields - Chairman 
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still dealing with complaints from the pub's neighbours of course and a 
pledge on our future conduct may have to be given to the chief constable 
before we are allowed to repeat the event but nevertheless we are off and 
running. There are still vacancies in the club for new members so if you are 
interested then drop by the club anytime that you are passing if you see 
people playing. You will be very welcome. 

We are now in the warmer months, and hopefully the weather will be nice. 
Having your windows open can lead to other issues, hearing things that 
maybe you wouldn't have when they were shut. Environmental health at 
your local council can help you if you are experiencing statutory noise 
nuisance (unreasonable interference with the enjoyment of your property). 
See: https://www.fareham.gov.uk/licensing_and_inspections/
noise_nuisance/intro.aspx for information. If you're in social housing, your 
housing provider can also provide you with help and advice. 

We're sharing the advice of Hampshire and Isle of Wight Fire and Rescue 
Service and reminding our communities that household waste should not 
be disposed of in garden bonfires. Not only does this cause pollution but it 
can also harm the health of children and vulnerable people with respiratory 
conditions. . 

Garden bonfires can easily get out of hand which not only compromises 
your family's safety but also puts an extra strain on fire services. 

While there are no laws to stop you having a bonfire in your back garden 
there are laws in place for the nuisance they can cause, and fines can even 
be issued, so please avoid setting garden bonfires. 

To find out more about garden bonfire rules or how to report a concern: 
https://www.gov.uk/garden-bonfires-rules and https://www.fareham.gov.uk/
licensing_and_inspections/environmental_polution/bonfires.aspx . 

Contact your local council for further information details on reporting:  

https://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/taking-action/asb/contact-
your-local-council . 

Stay safe  

Police Advice: Noise and bonfires 

PC 21801 Rachel Bowden & PCSO 18116 Mark Oliver  

https://www.fareham.gov.uk/licensing_and_inspections/noise_nuisance/intro.aspx
https://www.fareham.gov.uk/licensing_and_inspections/noise_nuisance/intro.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/garden-bonfires-rules
https://www.fareham.gov.uk/licensing_and_inspections/environmental_polution/bonfires.aspx
https://www.fareham.gov.uk/licensing_and_inspections/environmental_polution/bonfires.aspx
https://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/taking-action/asb/contact-your-local-council
https://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/taking-action/asb/contact-your-local-council


16 

 

The Queen's Platinum Jubilee 

Titchfield Events 

 
 Thurs June 2nd 

6.30-7.15pm 

 

6.30pm -10pm 

  

Church bells will ring 

  

Titchfield Beacon Lighting organised by Titchfield Bonfire Boys. Meet 

on green at bottom of West Street at 6.30pm and follow Big Noise 

Community Samba Band to West Hill Park School. Bring a picnic, 

blankets/chairs and watch the lighting of the beacon at 9.15. 

Refreshments. Singers. Piper. Samba Band. Raffle. No charge. No 

parking available 

Fri June 3rd 

10.30a.m & 

11.30a.m. 

 

 

Guided Tours of Titchfield Abbey (Place House) by Titchfield History 

Society. Enjoy a guided tour and discover its amazing history. Tours 

will be in two sessions. They are free but donations appreciated as 

this is a fund-raising event. 

11.30am National Service of Thanksgiving for the Queen's Reign at St Paul's 

Cathedral. Our own St Peter's bell ringers will join with ringers across 

the country to ring a Jubilee peel to coincide with the end of the 

service at St Paul's Cathedral  

Afternoon Open House and Garden Party (ticketed) Mill Lane. Titchfield History 

Society. Get a close-up view of one of Titchfield's historic houses 

while sitting beside the river or in the Tudor walled garden. Afternoon 

tea is a ticketed event at Ã7.50 pp. Numbers are limited. Tickets 

available from Marilyn Wilton-Smith (mwiltonsmith@gmail.com) or 

Hearts and Hugs 

Sat June 4th 

2-5pm 

Village I-Spy Competition. How well do you know Titchfield? 

Collect your questionnaire from the green at the bottom of West 

Street and see if you can win a prize. All ages welcome! No entry fee. 

Prizes kindly donated by The Bugle Hotel, Hallmarks the Jewellers 

and Hearts and Hugs. 

2- 4pm Children's Jubilee Party. Parish Room. Organised by Titchfield 

Bonfire Boys. Register for place at One Stop 

5-7pm  Seniors' Jubilee Celebratory Tea, The Parish Room. Sherry to toast 

the Queen. Local history slideshow - including Titchfield carnival 

through the ages. Photo opportunity to dress up as a queen or king. 

Tickets Ã1 at Hayes Travel to include free raffle  

Various times Various activities throughout the day hosted by Living Word Church. 

See page 18 
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Sun June 5th 

10-11.15am 

 

 

 

Various times 

St Peter's Church Jubilee Celebration Service; a special service to 

celebrate and give thanks for the Queen's long and distinguished 

reign. The service will also celebrate the special day of Pentecost 

when the gift of the Holy Spirit gave life to the start of the Christian 

Church. See pages 2 & 38 

Street Parties for individual friends/streets/households etc. to coincide 

with the national Big Lunch. 

Various times Various activities throughout the day hosted by Living Word Church. 

See page 18 

Events 

scheduled 

over the whole 

holiday 

1st-5th June The Wheatsheaf's Beer and Sausage Festival  

28th May to 5th June St Peter's Jubilee Scarecrow Trail. Come to 

St Peter's Church and follow the St Peter's Jubilee Scarecrow Trail.  

See page 18 

Best Decorated House with a royal theme. Join in with the 

celebrations and decorate your house with a royal theme. Judging 

on Sunday 5th.  

Look out for more information nearer the time at  
https://www.titchfieldnews.com/jubilee 

Please note: while every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, there may be errors/
omissions so do ensure you check with organisers before attending events (Eds) 

Sudoku 

Fill each row, column and marked 

rectangle with the numbers 1 to 6 

Answers on page 37 

Can you light the 

Jubilee beacon? 

Sudoku 

Fill each row, column and marked 

rectangle with the numbers 1 to 6 

Can you light the 

Jubilee beacon? 

https://www.titchfieldnews.com/jubilee
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Scarecrow Trail Titchfield 
28
th
 May to 5

th
 June, 10am to 4pm 

Have fun finding scarecrows around the village and church grounds 

Theme: Great British Traditions 

Family fun! Follow the trail and find them all! 

Refreshments available in St Peter's Church 

Entry: Ã5 per map & form 
available from St Peter's Church on the day 

More information: www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk 
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Coronation Memories 

Jean Wood 
Living on Surrey/Sussex border on farmland 7 miles from Haslemere, with 
no electricity or gas and spring water from the hill filtered through the house 
via old lead piping, I have fond and exciting memories of being taken by 
Mum and a dear aunt on two most special trips by steam train to London in 
the '50s. In May '51, when I was 5, we went to the Festival of Britain on the 
South Bank. Held on a 27 acre site, and marking the centenary of the 1851 
Great Exhibition, it celebrated British Industry and Arts & Science, inspiring 
thoughts of 'a better Britain'. I was mesmerised by the Skylon, so high at 
300ft, and appearing to be floating above ground. It was spectacularly lit up 
in the evening. The Dome of Discovery was the largest dome in the world 
at that time. It was all demolished apart from The Royal Festival Hall which, 
since altered and expanded, still stands on the site. 

Two years later we stood at the front in Pall Mall, wet and cold but rejoicing 
and flag- waving at the many royal coaches, hundreds of uniformed people/
troops/bands and of course the Queen in her golden coach, so very 
beautiful. But, for me, at 7 years old, Queen Salote looked and waved just 
at me (!) and that memory remains with me even today.  

Sheila Hignell 
The build up to Coronation Day was very exciting, all houses and shops 
were decorated in red, white and blue bunting. A beautiful large white 
unicorn appeared on the green at the bottom of West Street. It was built by 
students from the College of Art at Portsmouth and remained there for the 
rest of the summer. 

June 2nd dawned with the wonderful news that Mount Everest had been 
conquered. 

A baby girl called Linda Watts was born in West Street (happy birthday 
Linda wherever you are!). At 11 o'clock Dad took us to a thanksgiving 
service at St Peter's, conducted by Revd Norman Miller. The congregation 
was huge and many people were standing  

The afternoon was to be a wonderful celebration in the 
recreation ground, with a fancy dress competition and 
games, followed by tea. Sadly after everyone arrived the 
rain started and it was also very cold and windy. All the 
children were ushered over the road to the Primary 
School. Unfortunately our wonderful afternoon 
descended into chaos! My main memory was of boys 
having bun fights and of wanting to go home and have a 
proper tea! For us Coronation Day turned out to be a bit 
of a damp squib. 

http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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Diamond Jubilee Report - 2012 

Above is Ann Whyntie's report from the July 2012 edition of the Titchfield 

News. With thanks to Brian Patten for providing it from the archives. 

21 

 

The Museum is now open on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 
11 am to 4pm (last entry 3pm) 

The Museum Cafe is set for a new start and a new role. It has been taken 
on by Minstead Trust, an experienced cafe operator that supports more 
than 200 people with learning disabilities across Hampshire by providing 
training in customer service and catering. A structured programme helps 
people work towards employment to enable them to live more independent 
lives. 

The Brickyard Cafe is now open Tuesday to Sunday from 10 am to 4 pm, 
offering a selection of homemade light lunches, cakes and barista coffee 
for visitors, as well as a children's play area. 

Minstead Trust will also be setting up Brickyard Events at the Museum to 
run weddings, events and performances during the summer.  
See: https://www.minsteadtrust.org.uk/brickyard/  

For information on Brickworks Museum events, go to the website:  
https://thebrickworksmuseum.org/  

The Brickworks Museum, Swanwick Lane, 

Swanwick, Southampton SO13 7HB 

 

And keep an eye open for Keith Miller, recently retired as organist at St 
Peter's, who volunteers at The Brickworks Museum (Eds) 

Update from The Brickworks Museum 

https://www.minsteadtrust.org.uk/brickyard/
https://thebrickworksmuseum.org/


22 

 

Saturday 5th March 2022 

A plan to visit a castle, forty minutes out of the city, come to an abrupt end 
when a group of tired teachers get off at the wrong train station miles from 
anywhere. 

On the way back towards Valencia, Hamish had an idea.  

 "Why don't we get off at the next stop, Silla, and find a way to visit the 
lake, Pobles del Sud, that's a few miles away?" I was interested. Hamish 
had mentioned the lake a few times; a lake you could see the sea from and 
vice-versa. Reputedly, the area had some of the best paella in the 
Valencian region, too.  

Nobody else was interested, but Hamish and I jumped off at Silla station. 
Leaving the train station, we came to the sleepiest town we'd ever seen - 
not a single shop was open and the quiet was unsettling after the constant 
noise of Falles-time Caba¶al. The sound of firecrackers and explosions 
intermittently broke the silence whilst we worked out our next move. It was 
a 25-minute drive to the town of El Palmar beside the lake, or a three-hour 
walk. After discovering there were no buses and no taxis, and spurred on 
with a desire to not be beaten and return, embarrassed, to Valencia, we 
started to walk.  

Sheer stupidity, really. With both of us unfamiliar with the area and neither 
with much phone battery, we carried on regardless.  

 "Why don't we hitchhike?" Hamish suggests nonchalantly.  

Well, I'm up for an experience.  

Trying to hail a lift was tricky at first, despite both of us being (I think, 
anyway) pretty unthreatening characters. Eventually, however, a black car 
pulled over to the side of the road and the driver asked us where we were 
going.  

 "El Palmar, is that cool?" The driver nodded, yes, get in. The guy was from 
Cameroon, a laid-back dude called Anol, who lived in Spain with his Polish 
wife. We drove the 25-minutes to El Palmar in almost constant silence, with 
bits of conversation here and there in English, Spanish and broken French 
- Anol's main language.  

We soon discovered why the walk would've taken us three hours; as the 
crow flies, we could have walked from Silla to El Palmar in probably just 
over an hour, but the roads there zig-zagged erratically across and 
between the endless rice paddies they were laid through. Around us the 

King of the Beats: Part One 

Harry Sowerby 

23 

 

Titchfield on the web 

Information on Titchfield  .......................................... www.titchfieldnews.com 

Information on St Peter's Church ........................ www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk 

Friends of St Peter's Church ............................. www.friends-of-st-peters.org 

Information on Titchfield Village Trust ............. www.titchfieldvillagetrust.com 

Titchfield Community Centre .............. www.titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk 

Solent Stitchers 

Wendy Mayne 

rice paddies hemmed the car into narrow lanes of dirt track and, in the 
distance, mountains loomed blue and strong.  

Eventually we came to the end of our dirt-track 
road and Anol stopped the car just outside of the 
town.  "Muchas gracias, man", I said in broken 
Spanish and handed him ten euros for the 
trouble. He tried to wave it away initially, but 
Hamish and I insisted; without his help we 
would've been lost to the maze of rice-paddy 
roads that seemed endless. We got a quick 
picture and went on our way, leaving Anol to 
navigate those roads one more time.  

Raffle Quilt 

Solent Stitchers is a group which meets together through a love of 
quilting and related sewing topics. We meet at the Parish Rooms in 
Titchfield on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month between 10am -12 noon. 
We chat, have demonstrations, workshops, talks, trips and raffles etc. 
New members are always welcome, no experience needed. For further 
information contact: Wendy Mayne on 01329 664354. 

We are going to have a free exhibition of our 
quilts and other work at the Titchfield Parish 
Rooms on July 2nd from 10am ï 3pm. We will be 
holding a raffle with prizes including a large quilt 
made by the group and a quilt made by the 
Stitchfield group. There will be sales tables and 
refreshments. All proceeds will go to raise funds 
for the refurbishment of the Parish Rooms. We 
hope to see you there. 

L to R: Harry, Hamish and Anol 

http://www.titchfieldnews.com
http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.friends-of-st-peters.org
http://titchfieldvillagetrust.co.uk
http://www.titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk
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Out and About 

Local walks for exercise and fun 

Ross Underwood  

Hammond Bridge: 3.5 miles easy 
walking but beware of muddy patches in 
poor weather! 

Section 1 

Start at Titchfield Square outside the 
Bugle Inn and walk to St Peter's Church. 
Continue along the path on the right-
hand side of the church and across the 
wooden bridge over the canal. Walk 
along the canal to Bridge Street. It can 
be muddy in wet weather. Take care 
crossing the road. 

Continue along the canal path past the 
Bridge Street car park and through the 
kissing gate. About 100 metres from the 
gate, look right to the split oak tree 
across the field to see the resident barn 
owls. Through the latter part of the year, 
there are floods to your left which are 
important over-wintering grounds for 
ducks, geese, and waders. In 2022 a 
cattle egret was one of the more 
uncommon birds to be seen here. Carry 
on past the Posbrook Bridge (brick) and 
at the end of the tarmac section of the 
path there is an optional detour by taking 
the path to the left. This goes across to 
the River Meon itself and on up to the 
Stubbington Road. The path can be 
impassable through much of the winter.  

Continue along the canal path until you reach a second brick bridge and 
you have reached Hammond Bridge which will have taken you 
approximately 30 minutes from Bridge Street (this section can also be very 
muddy in wet weather). Before crossing the canal at Hammond Bridge take 
a moment to lean on the gate and look over the marshlands of Titchfield 
Haven Nature Reserve. The marsh harriers are quite a spectacle and have 
successfully reared young here. 
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Section 2 

When you have crossed the bridge, carry straight on under 
the poplar trees the wood of which was used to make chip 
punnets for the strawberry industry. The route bears to the 
right at a slight incline and the walking becomes a little easier 
on the gravel track. Please keep dogs on a lead through the 
farmland and listen out for skylarks which rise up really high 
and maintain a continuous, beautiful stream of song. 

Once past the farm and the houses the surfaced track becomes a path 
which follows the field edge. In front of you there is the smaller of two 
splendid Titchfield wooden barns. The larger one is the great barn on Mill 
Lane, now converted as a wedding venue and Shakespearian theatre. This 
smaller one was built by Henry Wriothesley, 2nd Earl of Southampton (he of 
Titchfield Abbey). It was started under Elizabeth 1 but work was paused 
when she put him in the Tower of London. It wasn't until King James let 
him out that the barn was finished. 

Section 3 

Pass through the kissing gate and across the lane, which goes down to 
Posbrook Bridge, and over the stile. This is the horses' field but due to be 
redeveloped with housing! There is another kissing gate which will take you 
past some garages and through the passage (jitty, ginal, or twitchell 
depending on where you are from). This takes you onto Lower Bellfield, 
coming out on Coach Hill. Cross here with care and walk down the hill a 
few paces to a second passage on the left. Take this passage and keep 
going until it widens out and joins West Street. At West Street itself turn 
down the hill which will take you back into Titchfield Square where you 
started. The total walk is about 3.5 miles and at a leisurely pace would take 
you an hour to hour and half. 

You may wonder why there is a canal in Titchfield, especially one built in 
the 1600s. It was another 2nd Earl project which included blocking off the 
Meon estuary with what is now Meon Shore. If the canal was about 
transport it wasn't very successful as the winter storms moved the shingle 
and blocked access to the Solent. Normally a 'navigation' would require an 
Act of Parliament (of which there is none) so it was possibly more about 
reclaiming the land for cultivation and having a system of water meadows 
for earlier crops. Titchfield Canal Path and the Haven are nationally 
important wildlife areas which we need to look after to protect their 
biodiversity. 
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Five members of St Peter's congregation joined with six people from St 
John's, Locks Heath on a retreat led by Rev. Jane Richards at St Mary's 
Convent, Wantage. We had not been there as a group for four years and, 
during that time, there have been many changes at the convent and a 
complete refurbishment. Rev. Jane led us through a series of reflections, 
recalling her time as a hospital chaplain. We had services together and, 
otherwise, stayed silent. Each person has written their key impressions of 
the time we spent. 

Linda Allison: As a first-timer to the Convent, I was impressed by the 
very warm welcome from everyone there. 

The building has been extended and renovated so tastefully that nothing 
was spoilt by it. 

Our short retreat, led by our very dear Rev. Jane, was filled with peace 
and spirituality. Rev. Jane never fails to inspire! 

There was time to think, pray, read, walk and enjoy the serenity of the 
two beautiful chapels and grounds. 

Silence at meal times was a challenge but the food was delicious and 
plentiful! 

I can't wait to go again! 

Helen Perry: The opportunity to spend time at St Mary's was much 
anticipated and I enjoyed being there - it felt like returning home. I 
appreciated the fellowship and worship, the silence, the meals; time to 
read, time to be by myself, time to just sit and be still. Yet on the last 
evening I was made restless by a feeling that I had not made enough of 
my visit.  

I arrived early for our final group session and had time to look around the 
room. A card standing on the otherwise empty stone mantelpiece drew 
my attention and I went to look at it more closely. A hand painted rose 
decorated the front and inside a handwritten message from 'Elizabeth', a 
Sister of the Sisters of the Cross, she welcomed a group of postulants 
and novitiates to their retreat. Her prayer for them was that their time at 
St Mary's would be filled with love and peace and hope and that they 
would receive whatever they needed whilst there. She listed possibilities: 
love, kindness, sleep, patience, laughter, silence, fresh air, good food, 
friendship, understanding, etc. She wrote of her own recent retreat where 
amongst other things, she had mended one sister's habit and played 
table football with another using a straw and Maltesers. Implicit was the 
sense that she was enriched and grateful for her experiences exactly as 

Retreat at the Community of  

St Mary the Virgin,Wantage 
15-17 March 2022 
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they had happened. Something understood: restlessness was replaced 
with a great peace. I received what I had needed and I too was grateful.  

Our retreat at St Mary's convent in Wantage in the spring was a spiritual, 
emotional and inspirational experience after what has been a challenging 
two years for all of us in so many ways.  

Ros Seward: To have the time to be still, pray & listen to Rev. Jane's 
guidance and thought-provoking talks was a very enriching experience. We 
also were one of the first groups to stay in the new guest wing. It was very 
comfortable with its new decorations and ensuite bathrooms - not forgetting 
the delicious food. We had the chance to renew our friendships and make 
new friends with our fellow parishioners from St John's Church. This was 
good as we seek to find ways of working alongside each other's parishes. 

Rev. Janet Trevithick: It was quite a few years ago that I last visited the 
convent at Wantage and I couldn't have been more delighted when Rev. 
Jane announced that she would be leading a retreat there this year in 
March. Quite a lot has changed, with the refurbishing of the building, which 
took me a moment to adjust to, but in essence the convent still offered a 
place of rest, spiritual refreshment and loving care. It was a joy to be 
greeted by Sister Stella. I always feel that we are welcome guests in her 
home and the sisters'. I enjoy the silence of a retreat; permission not to 
make small talk I find very helpful. Our two days were over far too quickly 
but were very worthwhile. 

Karen Postle: In a recent 'New Direction' Bible reading note (1/4/22) by 
Terry Hinks he advises us to 'Pause ï for your own good, for the good of 
others, for the good of the planet'. It seems that, however we did it, our 
time at Wantage enabled us to do just that. 

Friends of St Peters 

Titchfield Open Gardens 
Sunday 19 June 2022 1pm to 5pm 

This is your chance to look behind closed gates and enjoy some of the 
lovely gardens of Titchfield, talk to the garden owners and enjoy afternoon 
tea in beautiful surroundings. 
All gardens are within walking distance of St Peter's Church. 

Adults Ã7.50. Accompanied children under 12 years are free. 
You can book your tickets at: 

¶ Ticket Source: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/ 

¶ Hearts & Hugs or 

¶ Daisy B's 

¶ Or buy them at St Peter's Church on the day. 

You must collect wristbands and a map from St Peters Church after 
12:45pm on the day. 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
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The Wessex Jamaat, also known as the Al Mahdi Centre, on the Fontley 
Road is a large Shia Muslim organisation whose membership covers an 
area from Brighton to Weymouth. Rev. Susan Allman established very 
good links with the Centre and with Sheikh Fazle Abbas Datoo, the Imam, 
which some members of St Peter's have continued. 

It felt a very great privilege for Tony Postle and me to be invited to the Iftar 
meal at the Centre on 9th April. This is the meal which Muslims hold after 
prayers at sunset during Ramadan, the holy month of prayer and fasting, to 
mark the end of the day's fasting and this was the 7th fast day. On this 
occasion Bishop Jonathan was speaking and the invited guests included 
his wife and also Rev. Canon Kathryn Percival, Canon Chancellor and Vice 
Dean of Portsmouth Cathedral and Rev. James Percival, and also Rev. 
Dom Jones, Police Chaplain. 

Our evening began in the delightful landscaped garden 
where we were told about the large planters which have 
recently been installed. These will contain flowering trees, 
funded by Centre members in memory of their loved ones. 
In the space which is to be a quiet area, Bishop Jonathan 
and Sheikh Fazle Abbas planted a lavender bush as a 
token of their ongoing commitment to work together and 
continue to foster good Christian-Muslim relationships. 

We then had a fascinating short talk about the Centre 
which is an outstanding building; it is not only 

architecturally striking but extremely energy-efficient with solar panels and 
ground heating supplied by 1.5 miles of buried pipes. The members enjoy 
growing produce in the grounds and proudly told us of the 11kg pumpkin 
they grew last year! There is also some super play equipment in the 
grounds which delights the children and helps to motivate them when they 
are studying in the madrasah (supplementary school to learn faith), 
knowing they can go and play afterwards. 

As sunset approached we moved indoors, separating into separate rooms 
for men and women. An ongoing address stressed the importance of 
justice, even in small things and, following this, Sheikh Fazle Abbas 
introduced Bishop Jonathan. In the Bishop's address he emphasised how 
the holy month of Ramadan was now joining the Christian Holy Week 
preceding Easter. He called to mind the love of mothers, thinking 
particularly of those in Ukraine and Russia, and how mothers show God's 
plentiful love but how also, as for Mary, love can involve pain. His overall 
message was that we are called to love one another, something both our 
faiths hold in common. 

The congregation prepared themselves for prayer, called salaah, and we 
were kindly given a translation and explanation leaflet. The repeated cycles 

An Iftar Meal at the Wessex Jamaat 

Karen Postle 
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of prayer affirm the greatness of God, adoration for him 
and the need for repentance. The leaflet included the 
message to 'Keep Calm and Pray On' - something both 
faiths endorse.  

Once prayers were finished the Iftar meal began and the 
women members explained that the fast is traditionally 
broken by eating three dates as this is how Muhammed 
broke his fast. They also explained to us that there had 
been problems with the kitchen that day but the splendid 
meal we enjoyed showed that they'd overcome any 
difficulties. We tucked into plates of delicious food while the women with us 
explained some of the activities carried out during Ramadan, such as 
quizzes, and the importance for all ages of studying the faith. 

The evening was a timely reminder, as we see so many divisions in our 
world, of the importance of holding onto the things we have in common as 
well as of our neighbours' incredible hospitality and generosity. Sheikh Fazle 
Abbas' uncle, Bashir Ahmed Datoo, has written an important book about the 
Muslim faith* in which he explains the significance of, for example, care for 
the environment ï something which is exemplified in the Centre's energy-
efficient design. He makes it clear that Islam is a religion of tolerance to other 
faiths and also, crucially, of the need to distinguish between the vast majority 
of peaceful Muslims and the extremists who perpetrate terrorist actions. It 
was so good to be a part of the Iftar and to continue our good links with our 
Muslim friends. 

* Datoo, B. A. (2020) Islam: Misconceptions and challenges, The World Federation of 
KSIMC, USA 

Anniversary Word Search 

CHINA 

COPPER 

COTTON 

CRYSTAL 

DIAMOND 

EMERALD 

GOLD 

IRON 

IVORY 

LACE 

LEATHER 

LOVE 

LINEN 

PEARL 

PLATINUM 

POTTERY 

RUBY 

SILK 

SILVER 

TIN 

WOOL 

Answers on page 37 
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Kindly mention  "Titchfield News " when responding to advertisers 
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Advert pictures provided by the advertisers 

Majority of pictures/images provided by contributors 

Remaining pictures http://freepik.com  
 http://commons.wikimedia.org  
 http://pixabay.com 

Friends of St Peter's 

How We Did in 2021 
Pat Shirley - Chair 

As Chair l continue to reflect on the privilege of having in our village a 
wonderful historic and ancient building which is also the focal point of our 
community. With this privilege, however, comes the responsibility to remind 
you of the need to maintain and preserve it. This is costly but our reward as 
a community far outweighs the maintenance costs. We raise this money by 
membership and by holding community events. In 2021 we raised money 
by: 

¶ Increasing our membership 

¶ Online quiz 

¶ Jazz at the Barn 

¶ The Winter Glitz evening, held in the Parish Rooms 

¶ Carols around the tree 

How did we do? 

From January ï December 2021 the total sum raised was Ã4,505 bringing 
the overall total of funds to Ã34,547 some of which is already committed 
towards on-going projects, such as the church heating. During 2021 we 
made a substantial grant (50%) towards the external re-pointing of part of 
the church wall. The amount granted was Ã16,675.72. A further cost of 
Ã427.58 is due in October 2022.  

Like other charities, our fundraising plans had to be put on hold until events 
could be held safely. We thank our members for continuing to support us 
through this time. 

We look forward to our continuing relationship with St Peter's and the 
community in supporting and maintaining our ancient church building. If 
you wish to become a member, please contact me via messenger to Pat 
Shirley Restall or email fosptitchfield@gmail.com . For Ã10 pa you help to 
keep St Peter's church in good repair and will be notified of any events 
ahead of the general public. Well! You cannot resist that now, can you?! 
And we do need your help.  

mailto:fosptitchfield@gmail.com
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Meeting with Mark Brooks 
Owner of The Wheatsheaf 

Margaret Thompson 

Declaring my interest, my family and I frequent the Wheatsheaf once or 
twice a month and enjoy both the food and the ambience, and so I was 
keen to meet with Mark Brooks, the owner. I was interested in the history of 
the pub and when Mark had become involved. 

Mark and his ex-wife had owned and run many pubs before coming to 
Titchfield and he was thus very experienced in the joys and drawbacks of 
the responsibilities of being a licensee. 

Mark does not know a lot about the Wheatsheaf's history except that it is 
about 200 years old and most likely was a coaching inn lying on the road 
through to Southampton. The landlord owned stables and a paddock which 
were situated opposite where the new houses are on the old garage site. 
The first publican listed was Henry Rosier in 1849 who was licensed to let 
horses and flys in 1855. (Source Titchfield History Society and pubwiki). 

Mark came to work in the Wheatsheaf as an employee in 2009. It was a 
free house then. Renovations were carried out by the previous owner, 
David, in 2010. Mark took over the lease in 2012 and he bought the pub in 
2017. This was important as it meant that he was not tied to a brewery and 
was therefore free to develop the pub the way he wanted.  

I asked him what were his aims for the pub?  "To serve craft beer, good 
food and create a great ambience". Mark thinks he has a good working 
relationship with his staff and keeps them. I asked about chefs. Mark 
reckons that most chefs stay about five years and then they want to try new 
pastures and the pub will then benefit from new ideas coming in. Mark can 
step into the kitchen if he needs to but prefers to leave that to others now. 

What kind of clientele is he seeking?  "Those that like beer and /or good 
food". His menu changes regularly, though the steak and fish choices 
remain, and he has recently brought in the small plates which are starter 
sizes of English tapas. He caters for those with particular choices, gluten-
free, vegetarian and vegan with the menu indicating this.  

He tends to cater for adults and not for younger children, knowing there are 
other eating places nearby which will be more suitable for young families  

My son, I understand, used to frequent the snug in the Wheatsheaf with his 
mates when he was just about old enough! 

How did Mark cope with Lockdown?  "With difficulty like all small business". 
He shut down for the whole of the first Lockdown. The furlough payment 
and local grants were a help. He used the time to do renovations to the 
garden, building booths with heaters for families as per the law so they 
could dine separately. 
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On July 2nd 2022 at 7.30pm we are delighted that Armonico Consort will 
be making a welcome return to All Saints' Church, Botley SO30 2EA; this 
time accompanied by Oz Clarke, international wine expert, author and TV 
presenter, as part of their hugely successful programme of investigating 
the highs and lows of the relationship between alcohol, music and humans 
over the centuries. 

Oz will host an entertaining evening of music, beer, wine, incredible facts 
and blunt fiction. Starting with Britishness, enjoy a glass of local beer 
whilst hearing the music of Purcell and Hildegard and learning of tales of 
endeavour and failure before moving on to Europe. Here Oz will explore 
the German sense of humour with white wine and music by Handel, Gluck 
and Bach and then on to the Venetians with Monteverdi and Vivaldi. We 
end our world tour with red wine and South American Quirkiness with 
music by Zespedes, entitled 'Convidando esta la Noche', translated as 
'Inviting is the Night'! 

Tickets are Ã20 each and the drinks that Oz will discuss will be 
available to purchase on the night. Tickets can be bought online 
at Ticketsource.com, by contacting botleymusic@gmail.com or 
in person from David Burgess and other Botley Music Festival 
members at the church. 

Oz and Armonico Drink to Music! 
All Saints' Church, Botley, July 2nd 7.30pm 

Robert Goulson 

When life opened up, the money to 'eat out to help out' was a bonus. 

During the second Lockdown he produced 'take aways' and had 
reasonable support from the village. 

He and his staff are working hard to build up the business again but, as is 
true for many pubs and restaurants, people are going out less and are still 
fearful of Covid. Money is tight and people find it is cheaper to dine and 
drink at home. 

Mark's plans for the Jubilee include bringing the annual beer and sausage 
festival into the week of the 1st to 5 June.  

I enjoyed listening to Mark describing his early history with the Wheatsheaf 
and his plans for the future. I wish him well. 



34 

 

Once upon a river, Diane Setterfield, Pub. Transworld Publishers Ltd 

I was in the library looking for something a bit different from the easy-read 
family novels of early 20th century which are my bread and butter reading. 
And I found it in this book. 

'Once Upon a River' is a great story, set around the River Thames in the late 
nineteenth centuryé a story about stories and how they change and affect 
lives with the telling and passing from one mouth to another. 

It is an atmospheric mystery with floods, drownings, fear, moderate violence 
and kidnapping. On a midwinter's night a half drowned man enters a 
riverside pub with a dead child in his arms. Sometime later she comes to life. 
But whose child is she? And how could that happen? The lives of three 
families are interwoven as their stories develop, building to a chilling climax. 
A real page-turner all the way through without being over-violent. A love 
element too. I enjoyed it and hope you do too. Dianne Hatfield 

Three books by James Patterson/Bill Clinton, Pub. C Century 

I read three interesting books recently two of which were written as a 
collaboration by James Patterson and Bill Clinton. Rumour suggests that 
thriller writers like James Patterson, Lee Child and others met with the 
security services regularly to discuss possible plots that could threaten 
America's security. The books combine insider knowledge of the Senate, the 
business of the Oval office, the stress of being the 'first American' with the 
politics, friendships and dynamics behind the scenes with fast moving and 
believable plots. The first one was 'The President is Missing' with the book 
opening with the president awaiting a senate hearing that could lead to 
impeachment for warning a terrorist about an impending attack. His life is 
threatened and he then disappears. The second is 'The President's 
Daughter' and is also fast-moving with the daughter being kidnapped, 
possibly in retaliation for a raid on a terrorist's family in Libya. 'The 
President's Wife' was written by James Patterson only for a reason which 
becomes clear as the book opens. Clinton has, however, I guess contributed 
to the background of the Senate and the procedures possibly with 
background knowledge!  Margaret Thompson 

Human Kind: A hopeful History, Rutger Bregman, Pub. Bloomsbury 

In contrast I read a thought-provoking book for our recent 'psycho' book 
group. (A group of retired colleagues from work). 

Richard Bregman is a Dutch historian and has published books on history, 
philosophy and economics. The message from this book is: respect people, 
believe in the best of them and above all be kind. 

It was a very long but provocative book where Bregman challenges the 
beliefs of politics, economics and history of wars. He backs his opinions with 
scientific fact. He suggests that if people in power listened to people and 

Book Reviews 
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Ann Whyntie 
 

2-4 year olds at Jigsaw Pre-school 
Jigsaw pre-school has been a much-loved fixture at the 
community centre since 2017 preparing hundreds of local 
children for their start in early years education. Known for 
their nurturing and personal approach, the Jigsaw team 

lead a wide range of engaging activities each day, both indoors and in their 
outdoor play area. The pre-school is open in term-time from 9am to 3pm, 
Monday to Friday. Children can stay the entire day, or hours to suit you and 
your family. There are spaces available for the September term, plus 
limited places for an immediate start.  

To secure a place at Jigsaw for your little one today: 
Call 07711 776899 or email: jigsaw.preschool@btinternet.com  

New kitchen for Jigsaw and the Scouts 
As a charity, we rely on grants and donations for 
refurbishment projects. We are deeply grateful to have 
received a generous legacy donation from a former committee 
member, Sepha Wood.  

Hard-working and much respected, Sepha was awarded 
Honorary Life Membership of the Association after many 
years of voluntary service. Her kind donation has funded a 
new kitchen for the Scouts and Jigsaw Pre-School ï a legacy 
which we think Sepha would have approved.  

listened to other countries wars might be avoided. Bregman argues that 
Putin has been threatened by NATO creeping closer. Most people do not 
want to fight. Most soldiers in wars do not fire their rifles and, if they do, 
they point them up in the air (citing the American Civil War and the First 
World War). He reminds us of the ceasefire at Christmas in the First World 
War. Hitler never gave orders, his circle interpreted what they thought he 
wanted. According to Bregman empathy is important, compassion even 
more so. He advises we should try to operate in a win-win situation, try to 
be rational and to work out what people actually want. 
 Margaret Thompson 

 
Don't forget that you can download the BorrowBox Library app and login 
with your Hampshire Library details to access the library's collection of 
eAudiobooks and eBooks. 
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Please note that most events require advance booking 

Events Diary: 

June and July 2022 

Date, Time & Place Event details 

28th May to 5th June 
10am to 4pm daily, 
St Peter's Church and 
Titchfield village  

Scarecrow Trail. Family fun! Ã5.00 entry on day. 
See page 18 
More information: www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk  

2nd-5th June 2022. 
Events throughout the  
Jubilee weekend in locations 
around the village 

Queen's Platinum Jubilee. See articles on pages 16-17 

5th June 
Titchfield 12.30-3pm 
Bottom of West Street,  

Titchfield Gardeners' Club Picnic to celebrate the Queen's 
Platinum Jubilee. Bring a picnic and chairs or just drop in 
and see us. Raffle. Open to members and their guests. 
Contact tgc.meetings@gmail.com for further details 

19th June 
1pm to 5pm 
Titchfield 
Start from St Peter's Church 

Open Gardens organised by Friends of St Peter's. Adults 
Ã7.50, children free. 
See article on page 27 for more information  

24th-26th June 

St Peter's Church 

Flower Festival 'Celebration For 70 Wonderful Years' 
See notice on page 21 

2nd July 
10am ï 3pm 
Titchfield Parish Room 

Solent Stitchers free exhibition of quilts and other work. See 
article on page 23 

2nd July  
7.30pm 
All Saints' Church Botley 
SO30 2EA, 

Botley Music present 'Oz and Armonico Drink to Music!' an 
evening of wine and music with Oz Clark and the Armonico 
Consort see article on page 33 
Tickets available from Ticketsource.com, 
botleymusic@gmail.com or Botley Music Festival members 
at the church. 

5th July 
7.30pm 
Titchfield Parish Room 

Titchfield Village Trust General Meeting.See: 
https://www.titchfieldvillagetrust.com/date-for-your-diary 

6th July 
7.30pm 
Titchfield Parish Room 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club 
'The Answer Lies in the Soil' by Alan Edmondson 

Open to Members . Visitors welcome. 
contact tgc.meetings@gmail.com for further details 

16th July 
10.00am 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club Annual visit to RHS Wisley  
Open to members and their guests 
contact tgc.meetings@gmail.com to reserve a place 
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Letters to the Editors 

We welcome letters to the Editors, either for publication or just to send us 
your views, so do please contact us at: magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 
making it clear whether or not your letter is for publication by  
July 11th 2022 please. 

Date, Time & Place Event details 

3rd August 
6.00pm 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club evening visit to NGS garden 
Hambledon House, Hambledon 
Open to members and their guests  
contact tgc.meetings@gmail.com to reserve a place 

Saturday 27th August 
7.30pm 
Titchfield Abbey 

History Society. South Coast Symphonia Concert: A Night 
at the Musicals.  
Ã15.00 adults, Ã10.00 concessions, free for under 5s. 
Information from: https://titchfieldhistory.com/concert-at-the
-titchfield-abbey/ 
Tickets available from www.titchfieldfestivaltheatre.com. 

Sunday 28th August 
10am-4pm 
Titchfield Abbey 

History Society. 3rd Earl of Southampton's Fayre. 
See article on page 13. Further information at:  
https://titchfieldhistory.com/3rd-earl-fayre/ 

Sunday 28th August 
7.30pm 
Titchfield Abbey 

History Society. South Coast Symphonia Concert: Classical 
Proms. 
Ã15.00 adults, Ã10.00 concessions, free for under 5s. 
Information from: https://titchfieldhistory.com/concert-at-the
-titchfield-abbey/ 
Tickets available from www.titchfieldfestivaltheatre.com 
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