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St Peter's Prayerline 

Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress  
and who would like the support of prayer? 

Please contact 
Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265 
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From the Editors' Desk 

As we enter February we send a rather belated 'Happy New Year' from the 
editors' desk! Hopefully, by the time you're reading this, it might at least be 
a bit drier than the very soggy January and we hope you are all keeping 
well, given the plethora of bugs out to get us at the moment. 

We have a lot of news from local organisations, one of whom, the bowling 
club, celebrates a very big birthday this year. Our royal family have featured 
in the press a lot lately but History Society members were entertained by a 
talk about lots of historical royal shenanigans so you might like to read that 
as a welcome antidote. 

There's a lot of news from the church, including an update about the 
vacancy situation, and the Earl of Southampton Trust have brought us up to 
date about the Day Rooms. We also have news on the important campaign 
to save the Haven Visitor Centre. Lisa Williams has written another very 
thought-provoking article for us, complete with very helpful tips about 
sustainable gardening. The school's science work sounds fascinating – not 
least the potions! We don't have an article from the local police this time but 
have included information about an all-too-common text and WhatsApp 
message scam which has tricked a lot of people. 

We also have articles about forthcoming events in both the church and the 
village; Lent lunches, the Art Show and a forthcoming supper evening from 
The Village Trust and Friends of St. Peter's. There's information about 
these and more in the Diary and, if you need a break from reading, why not 
try the puzzles on page 21 to exercise those 'little grey cells'. 

On page 4 you'll see that St Peter's Church is advertising for a new editor 
for Titchfield News. This is because I (Karen) unfortunately have to step 
down from the role due to serious health problems. Taking on the role after 
the amazing job done by Brian Patten over many years was daunting and 
even more so because we were in lockdown! What was happening? Who 
would write for us? Could we even deliver the magazine (no, for our first 
issue!)? It's been a real pleasure to continue editing into more normal times 
and I wish Titchfield News and all our readers all the very best for the 
future.  

 
Acts of Kindness: Drivers needed 

Acts of Kindness (AOK), https://www.aok.community/, based in Gosport: 
delivers food parcels to homes across an area from Warsash to Fareham 
and down to Gosport. We urgently need delivery drivers.  

If you can help AOK in this way then please contact us at: 
volunteer@aoksolent.co.uk . 

mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
https://www.aok.community/
mailto:volunteer@aoksolent.co.uk
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February can seem a doldrums of a month, coming after the 
fun and games of Christmas and New Year. It is often wet and 
chilly and, although the days are drawing out, many people feel 
low and it is not our favourite month. March fares better – 
spring on the way! 

Having said that, these are the months of snowdrops, brave little flowers 
pushing up through cold ground into weak sunlight, full of hope for spring to 
come. It gets noticeably lighter in the morning and the late afternoon. For 
most of us, life resumes its usual pattern of work and leisure.  

February has St Valentine's Day, a light-hearted celebration of love and 
marriage. On 21st February we have the fun of Pancake Day, rich with 
traditional activities around delicious food – races, competitions - and eating! 
Pancake Day is properly called Shrove Tuesday, when traditionally all the 
perishable food left after the winter months was eaten up before the fasting 
of Lent began on Ash Wednesday - 22nd this year. It marks the move in the 
Church year from the celebration of Christ's birth to the preparation to revisit 
the story of his death and resurrection at Easter and its glorious 
consequences.  

Lent is a bit like February and March; in the Church it is a time of subdued 
life, no feasting, and lots of reflecting and self examination... But also it is a 
time full of signs of hope and coming joy. We can see it in the pattern of 
readings in Sunday services - the stories of Jesus' life and ministry and in 
Lent Groups which meet to focus on our spiritual understanding and 
worship. We can feel it in the release of the Mothering Sunday feast on the 
19th March which marks the half-way point of Lent – and in the preparation 
for the Easter festival in churches, schools, shops, travel agencies...! 

We all know now how the story which began at Christmas ends – in a new 
beginning for the world. Here we are a couple of thousand years later still 
marking the key events of Jesus' life by feasts and fasts in our own lives – 
even those who don't have a particular defined faith share in the 
celebrations of Christmas and the new life and hope that Easter brings.  

This year has begun on a stressful note for many people, facing financial 
hardship because of the recession. However, as our yearly cycle of feasts 
and fasts reminds us, there is always hope. Maybe because we can't afford 
to feast all the time, we can rediscover the simpler pleasures of life that were 
so familiar to our ancestors and more consciously experience the contrasts 
that the year provides, so richly represented in the Church year. We could 
save each earthly feast for its own special day, knowing that the spiritual 
feast God gave us in Jesus Christ is always ours, until the end of all time. 

Have a happy winter! With best wishes, Rev'd Jane Kennedy.  

Feasting and Fasting 

Rev Jane Kennedy 
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Thank you! 

From St Peter's 

Helen Perry 

The team responsible for planning and running the events and activities at 
St Peter's during 2022 would like to thank everyone who attended. There 
was tremendous support, happy times were shared and funds were raised 
to help keep our doors open as well as to support a variety of charities.  

We are grateful to the Friends of St Peter's (FoSP) who have also worked 
hard to raise funds to maintain our lovely, ancient church. They are always 
keen to have new people join them so check out their website:  
www.friends-of-st-peters.org to find out how to do that. 

Plans are already underway for events in 2023 with new opportunities and 
some old favourites. Everyone is welcome to join in and we look forward to 
seeing you and whoever you choose to bring with you! Please look for 
details in the coming months on the church website 
www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk, in the weekly church Bulletin, via local online 
blogs and of course in this magazine.  

 
See p14 for more information about FoSP (Eds) 

These start on Friday 24th February at 12 noon and will 
be held every Friday during Lent up to and including 
Friday 31st March. 

Come and share a simple lunch of soup, bread and 
cheese served in church from midday. All are welcome! 

There is no charge but donations are requested to support the work of the 
St George Foundation, a charity with local origins. Based in Sierra Leone 
but with a UK administration in Swanmore, the primary work of the St 
George Foundation is to support street children in and around Freetown. 
Children are provided with a safe, caring home base and enrolled in 
schools whilst efforts are made to trace and locate family members. 

For more information visit https://www.stgeorgefoundation.org.uk/aboutus 

Lent Lunches at St Peter's Church 
12 noon every Friday 

Helen Perry 

http://www.friends-of-st-peters.org
http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
https://www.stgeorgefoundation.org.uk/aboutus
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St Peter's Church has been without a vicar for over two years and, thanks 
to the great support we get from our retired priests and the congregation, 
the Church continues to grow and celebrate Christ's mission in the parish. 
Normally a church would be in vacancy for around a year but, due to 
Covid, everything has been delayed. Naturally the lockdowns have had an 
impact on the process but also, due to reduced giving during that time, the 
wider Church has had to review how to manage on a smaller budget than 
before. As clergy salaries are the biggest proportion of spending for the 
Church, who is appointed and where, along with how much we can afford, 
is driving what happens next. 

Bishop Jonathan has been looking at how to use a smaller team of priests 
in the most effective way and has created a plan that allows appointments 
to be made. The plan for St Peter's is that we would have a 'House for 
Duty' priest. The priest would live in the vicarage but would not receive a 
salary. They will work two days a week in the parish and lead the worship 
on Sundays. As you can imagine this will mean the priest will need support 
from the congregation in order to take the Church forward. The Parochial 
Church Council has agreed this is the best option for us at this point, so we 
will be advertising the post in the next few months and so God willing 
someone will come forward to offer their ministry to the parish. 

This is a significant change for us as a church so your support and prayers 
are valued  

St Peter's Church - Vacancy Update 

Steven Sherwood and Peter Gordon 
Churchwardens at St Peters Titchfield 

Editor Needed for Titchfield News 

Karen Postle unfortunately has to step down as editor of Titchfield News.  
St Peter's Church is therefore seeking a church member with editorial skills, 
along with familiarity and enthusiasm for the life and activity of the Church, 
the village and the wider community, to take over the editor's role for the 
magazine. As most people know the magazine is published every two 
months and delivered to a large number of people in the local area as well 
as being sold in church. The editor works as part of an editorial team where 
team members have responsibility for assisting with editing, setting up the 
layout for printing, advertising sales and distribution.  

Training and support will be given to whoever takes on this role. If you 
might be interested in this and want to find out more, please contact one of 
our Churchwardens, Steven Sherwood or Peter Gordon, via the church 
office: office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk . 
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Happy New Year from everyone at Titchfield Primary School! We have had 
a lovely Christmas break and are now back in the swing of things for the 
new term! Our science-based projects for this half term are 'Materials and 
their Properties' and 'Habitats'.  

Year 2 children will receive an email from Marwell Zoo asking for 
further information on the animals that they have at the Zoo for an 
upcoming visit from a group of year 11 pupils. They will be 
identifying and comparing a range of animals, putting them into 
certain groups including reptiles, birds and fish, as well as identifying 

characteristics and preferences of certain animals. For example, 
they will be asking: Are they herbivores or carnivores? Where do 
they like to live? What are their basic needs? They will also be 
exploring habitats as well as micro-habitats and what these mean. 
This will allow the children to become animal explorers and learn 
lots of scientific information on many different animals to add into 
their fact files which they will create as their project outcome at the 
end of the half term. 

Year 4 will be investigating the 'States of Matter'. This includes comparing 
and grouping materials, discussing the uses of different states of matter 

and researching how they can manipulate  
and change the state of materials. Each week, they  
will be planning and predicting results based on their  
new knowledge and conducting a practical experiment  
to support their learning. This will inform their writing  
where an element of their narratives is potion-making! 

At Titchfield, it is important that children have a love and enthusiasm for 
Science! We want them to be inquisitive about the world and how things 
work. We want them to test theories and find things out for themselves. We 
regularly ask children to 'prove it' if they believe something is true or not!  

As teachers, we look forward to listening and observing what the children 
have found out in Years 2 and 4 with their science projects and their 
learning. 

Titchfield Primary School 

Science 

Nicki Beacher 

 

Stop Press 

Keep date of 7th May free for a family fun afternoon  
to celebrate the King’s Coronation. More details later. 

Titchfield Bonfire Boys 

mailto:office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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Last year I was taking a walk up a hill with my wife in the Hamble area. All 
was well and life was good. Two minutes later I was dead (again) from 
another fatal cardiac arrest. After 20 minutes of constant CPR my heart 
eventually started to beat again. I was then rushed to hospital with hypoxia 
and a very poorly heart.  

When I regained consciousness in the hospital I was not in a good way. My 
heart was jumping around erratically from 60 to 200 bpm. Just the slightest 
stressful event would send my heart reeling into another potential cardiac 
arrest. This time I knew my heart was literally broken and if it wasn't fixed I 
would be dead within weeks. 

Because of all this trauma I was mentally in bad form. I was depressed, 
anxious and felt utterly hopeless for the first time in my entire life as a 
Christian. Where was God in all of this? Why did He allow this to happen? 
Had I not served Him faithfully in ministry as a church leader for the last 
eleven years?  

I felt the dark chains of death wrapping themselves around me and a sense 
of inevitable doom taking a hold. Yet in that valley of the shadow of death, 
despite my complete sense of abandonment by the God I love, I called out 
to Him to help me. 

Psalm 102:1 'Hear my prayer, O Lord! And let my cry for help come to you.' 

In the hospital my heart went into a tailspin. I went into the beginnings of 
another cardiac arrest. I had two shocks to the heart to get my heart back 
into sinus rhythm. As the nurses came scrambling into the room I shouted at 
them to pray for me as the third shock came. Suddenly the episode ended 
and my heart resumed to a nice low rhythm. One of the doctors outside my 
room saw the mess I was in and first hand witnessed my situation. The very 
next day he sent me to Brighton Hospital where I had an ablation on my 
heart by one of the leading experts in the country. 

After my prayer of desperation, two weeks later I was well enough to go 
home. My heart had been fixed via the ablation and I knew that God had 
heard my prayers. 

God never promised us that we would never have dark days, but He did 
promise that He would never fail or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). If we call out 
to Him in our hopelessness He will save all who call upon His Name. (Acts 
2:21).  

Sometimes we have to walk through that valley of the shadow of death but 
take comfort in this, you don't need to walk that valley alone. 

Pastor Chris Wickland leads the 2pm and 6pm service  
at the Living Word Titchfield Building.  

Hope in Hopelessness 

Chris Wickland - Senior Pastor 
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For the first time since New Year's Eve 2019-2020 we were 
able to 'Ring out the old, ring in the new', and my thanks to the 
ringers who turned out for midnight exercise! 

On Saturday Feb 4th we are hosting the Portsmouth District Ringers 
meeting, so there will be ringing from about 3pm, followed by tea and a 
business meeting, and then some early evening ringing. We expect ringers 
from Alverstoke to Upham and Netley to Havant and all places between! 

In the next issue of Titchfield News I hope to tell you about our plans for the 
Coronation as, by then, I expect details of national ringing will have been 
made. 

The Future of the Reserve 

Pamela Charlwood 
Co-Chair Hill Head Residents' Association 

Most readers will know that, sadly, Hampshire County Council took the 
decision on 8th December to close the Titchfield Haven visitor centre on 
23rd December. That decision was despite the universal opposition 
expressed through the petition and nearly 3000 emails and letters to HCC. 
A sad day for democracy, some of us feel!  

A number of regular users of the visitor centre made their farewells to the 
25 staff being made redundant on 23rd December but our firm intention is 
that it is au revoir, not adieu. 

Work is now underway preparing bids, with Hampshire & IoW Wildlife Trust 
(HIWWT), to take over both the nature reserve and the visitor centre. The 
local interest continues to be represented by Hill Head Residents' 
Association (HHRA) but the bid to establish a new charity - Titchfield 
Haven Community Hub - is now with the Charity Commission and, once 
established, that new charity will take over the baton from HHRA. We don't 
yet know what the 'operating model' will be but, by the time Titchfield News 
is published, the first meetings with both HCC and HIWWT will have 
happened and business planning will be seriously underway. We have until 
mid-June to deliver the goods. 

Meanwhile, do keep an eye on www.hhra.org.uk and Facebook page Save 
Our Haven Centre! We have been very encouraged by many people who 
have registered potential offers of funding, time or skills once the planning 
is actively underway If you wish to be added to that confidential list, do 
email hillheadra@gmail.com. 

Bellringing News 

Lyndon Hatfield - Bell tower captain 

http://www.hhra.org.uk
mailto:hillheadra@gmail.com
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The Village Trust and Friends of St. Peter's have joined forces to present a 
supper evening in the Village Hall with all proceeds being split between the 
two organisations. It's called 'A Supper Evening with Albert 'Arold Edgar 
and Nick' and tells the story of the man who wrote many of Stanley 
Holloway's monologues during the 1930s and 40s. 

As with past TACT shows we are encouraging you to bring your own food 
and drink and, during the interval, the time will be yours to enjoy the break 
with friends and fellow audience members. There are limited spaces and 
each table will seat 8 so please book early to avoid disappointment if you 
and friends would like to enjoy the evening together. 

The show is being performed on Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th March at 7.30 
with tickets costing £12.00. A 2.30 matinee performance on Sunday 5th will 
include a set tea at a small extra charge. Tickets with tea will be £16.00  

You can purchase tickets on Friday mornings from Country Market at the 
Village Hall, or from Louise Ashton, phone 01329 842441 or Email: 
luluashton@gmail.com  

Cash preferred or card payment by arrangement and at Country Market. 

This amusing and educational one-man show is having its world premiere 
in the village so is an event not to be missed. Book early as places are 
limited. 

A Supper Evening 
with Albert 'Arold Edgar and Nick 

Nick Girdler 

Titchfield Abbey WI 

Margaret Wellington 

Titchfield Abbey WI has a full programme of speakers for 2023 and looks 
forward to welcoming new members and visitors. Monthly meetings are 
held at Titchfield Community Centre, on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 10am. 

Women of all ages are welcome to come along and try this active WI. Tea/
coffee with biscuits are served along with an opportunity to meet members 
and find out about our activities. These include book clubs, patchwork/
knitting groups and occasional walking groups, theatre visits and trips to 
places of interest. We have an annual outing normally in July.  
Further details of our meetings and speakers can be found at:  
https://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/titchfield-abbey-wi/  
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As you drive from Stubbington down Bridge Street towards the village, just 
after you cross the canal bridge lies one of Titchfield's best kept secrets. On 
the left, behind a high natural hedge and nestled between the road and 
open fields, is the Titchfield Bowling Club. The club celebrates its 100th 
birthday this year and preparations are well in hand to celebrate this 
auspicious occasion. One of only six clubs in the country to play 'Old 
English Bowls', the club has a long history of being a welcoming crowd of 
enthusiastic 'wood' throwers who enjoy a convivial afternoon or early 
evening trying to overcome the challenging topography of the four bowling 
rinks to plant their woods as near as possible to the white 'Jack'.  

It's a simple game but can be challenging to the unaware. All our players 
can attest to the vagaries and frustrations of an ignorant wood that does not 
listen to directions. This wood does its best to thwart the best of intentions 
as it suddenly swerves away from the Jack by a country mile. Simple or 
what! But the satisfaction when it does as it's told is a joy to behold. 

The outdoor season starts in early April and runs until late September and 
for 2023 the club opens its doors on April 1st. There will be a 'New Members 
Introductory Day' taking place at 10.00am on the following Saturday - the 8th 
- where anyone interested in playing this most entertaining game can come 
along and be introduced to the dark arts. 

Prior to the 1st April an enthusiastic team of volunteers will have tickity 
booed the club grounds and cut and lined the grass so that all is ready to 
get the games under way when the season starts. 

We have 'club' afternoons on Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays, starting at 
2.00 pm with a tea break - and a chat - around 3.00 pm, but club members 
can play any time after 11.00 am on every day except Sundays.  

Throughout the season we run numerous competitions and social events 
that always prove immensely popular. Nothing compares to playing bowls 
for a couple of hours in glorious sunshine, in good company and in picture-
perfect surroundings. It will truly inspire the poet in you - if you are that way 
inclined! 

Anyone - young or old - can play this most enjoyable game. If you want to 
have a go then come along on April 8th and see what you are missing. You 
will be most welcome. If you would like to find out more before then, please 
just drop the committee a note at: titchfieldbowling@gmail.com and we will 
get back to you. 

Titchfield Bowling Club 

100 This Year 

Chris Blackburn - Committee member 

mailto:luluashton@gmail.com
https://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/titchfield-abbey-wi/
mailto:titchfieldbowling@gmail.com
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Titchfield Gardeners' Club 

Gardening Club Update 

Sarah Green 

We had a very enjoyable evening in December at the Crofton Pub when 32 
of our Members played skittles and a large buffet was provided. 
Congratulations to Sue Edgington's team for winning the skittles with stiff 
competition! Many thanks to Jan Davies for organising this event.  

Activities continued in December as some of our 
members went to a wreath-making and table 
decoration workshop at St Margaret's Nursery. Our 
New Year quiz finally took place in early January 
when we were able to meet in Titchfield Parish 
Rooms. Thanks to Dorothy Patten for setting the 
quiz, which was won by the Weeds team! 

We have a full programme for 2023 and look 
forward to talks and visits throughout the year. 
For further details please visit www.titchfieldgardeners.club.  
Our Membership year for 2023 begins on 1st March when we welcome all 
members, new and existing, for what looks to be a very interesting year.  

The winning skittles team celebrate 
their success 

Titchfield WI 

Wendy Culverwell 

We had an interesting summer, which saw us visit behind the scenes at the 
Titchfield Festival Theatre and the Great Barn and have an outing to the 
Chichester Planetarium. We also held a very successful Christmas Craft 
Day. Following this, Titchfield WI members looked forward to the New Year 
and a season of interesting speakers. 

As well as our monthly meetings in the Parish Room, we have a weekly 
'Darts and Coffee' morning at the Cuckoo Pint in Stubbington and a weekly 
Thursday Coffee and Chat in Titchfield, a monthly Lunch/Dining club, Craft 
Evening and Book Group. In the winter we also have a weekly online 
games evening.  

We always welcome new members and you can come along for a couple 
of 'taster' meetings if you are thinking of joining. We meet on the fourth 
Monday of each month at the Parish Room in Titchfield, PO14 4AQ at 
7.30pm.  
See our website at: https://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/titchfield-wi/  
Why not come along and meet us? We are a friendly bunch! 
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Titchfield Art & Craft Show will be returning to Titchfield Community Centre 
in April with craft stalls and art work being exhibited by many local artists, 
photographers and crafters. 

The Country Market will also be supporting the Art & Craft Show by 
providing refreshments during the day on Saturday and Sunday and their 
usual array of produce for sale. 

Over the course of the weekend we will also have visiting artists' 
demonstrations. 

Details of opening times are as follows: 

• Preview Evening: Friday 21st April 7:00pm to 9:30pm 
Entry by ticket only – Tickets £10 available from Titchfield Community 
Centre. Preview Evening Tickets give access to the show for the whole 
weekend. 

• Open to the public: Saturday 22nd April from 10am to 5pm and 
Sunday 23rd April from 10am to 4pm 
Entry £2, accompanied children under 16 free 

In 2022 we raised a grand total of £6,990 which was split between six 
groups: Titchfield Community Centre, Jigsaw Playgroup, Oasis Youth Club, 
Titchfield Primary School, The Titchfield Christmas Party and Titchfield 
Stitchers. 

Applications for craft stalls are being taken until Friday 17th February. 

Applications for artists and photographers are being taken until Tuesday 
28th February. 

Full details are on our website titchfieldartandcraft.co.uk  
or contact Mark on 07962 200208 

Titchfield Art & Craft Show 

2023 
Mark Pearce 

Sovereign Health Partnership is now Meon Health Practice 

Just be aware that if you are registered with ‘Sovereign Health Partnership' 
its name has changed to 'Meon Health Practice'. 

If you need to provide details of your GP practice to an organisation you 
should state you are registered with 'Meon Health Practice.'  

http://www.titchfieldgardeners.club
https://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/titchfield-wi/
titchfieldartandcraft.co.uk
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Ever since the Covid pandemic forced the closure of the Day Rooms at 24 
The Square, the Earl of Southampton Trust has been discussing and 
consulting on its future use. Prior to their closure it was costing the Trust 
almost £20,000 a year to run. The rooms themselves are extremely small, 
consisting of a sitting area, toilets and kitchen. As part of the consultation 
we contacted the Charity Commission, under whose regulations we work, 
for their reaction to the question: What if we closed them? They replied with 
another question: What else could you do to support elderly people within 
your area? 

We have spent the last 6 months addressing this issue. During that time a 
number of issues were taken into account: 

a: The size of the property 

b: The current cost of living crisis 

c: The number of people we might be able to help 

d: How to encompass the area we cover - The whole of the 'ancient 
parish' of Titchfield. Pease view our website for details 
www.eost.org.uk  

e: The lack of one bedroomed accommodation in the area with easy 
access to facilities 

Taking these headings into account we discovered that a number of 
communities within our area had also begun addressing the cost of living 
crisis issue by setting up lunch clubs and warm spaces. In Titchfield itself 
the very popular lunch club at the Community Centre had just celebrated its 
50th anniversary and others in Lee on Solent, Warsash and Locks Heath 
were just starting out. In total, trustees visited 10 projects and we have, to 
date, donated almost £10,000 to them in one off grants. We will continue to 
support similar groups whenever they approach us. 

We now felt we could answer the question the Charity Commission had put 
to us. We were in fact helping over 200 people a week compared to the 20 
or so at the Day Rooms and at a reduced cost. In fact we think that, in 
future, we will be able to donate to more organisations over a wider area 
and reach even more residents by releasing funds previously tied up in 
running the Day Rooms. 

This still left the question of the Day Rooms. Along with the property 
described above the Trust has a small office at the rear of the building. We 

Future of the Day Rooms 
Frances Knight 
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wondered whether it would be possible to incorporate this and turn 24 The 
Square into a one bedroomed ground floor flat that met Almshouse 
regulations. We commissioned a surveyor with expertise in this area and 
the result was a definite "Yes" so we are currently in the lengthy process of 
following this through. The building is listed and, of course, in the middle of 
the conservation area so we don't expect to begin work just yet. We did 
open the Day Room issue for consultation so that everyone could make a 
contribution but the response was somewhat disappointing. We are, 
however, confident that the outcome of our own deliberations has resulted 
in many more people being supported in far more practical ways. 

Titchfield History Society 

Marilyn Wilton-Smith 

The last talk of the year turned out to be a Christmas cracker. Our friendly 
Beefeater .... came once again to entertain us with more of his many 
stories. There he stood in all his glory dressed in his splendid Yeoman 
uniform and stated..."This is all about the Sex Life of the Monarchs of 
England!!", Well that made everyone sit up and listen. 

He took us back to Godwine of Wessex, father of King Harold of Hastings 
fame. He then progressed through each era. As was the norm many of the 
kings' children were illegitimate and had no claim to the throne. Many had 
no issue and therefore the crown passed to their siblings. It was a 
dangerous time to be a monarch without an heir. The Tudors had their 
share of affairs and infant deaths and few heirs to the throne remained. 
The Stuarts seemed to fare better, especially after the Reformation, with 
Charles II making sure he enjoyed life and women. We then reached poor 
Queen Anne who had 16 children all of whom died. Such was the plight of 
many monarchs.  

Queen Victoria, as we know, had a great love affair with Albert and bore 
many children, although their son and heir was a great disappointment to 
them. Edward the Prince of Wales was a philanderer, gambler and drinker 
and nearly brought the crown into disrepute. One of his mistresses claimed 
in court she had been intimate with the Prince. She was quickly declared 
insane and sent to a mental institution for the rest of her life. One 
interesting fact about asylums was that they were situated out of sight of 
towns with their driveways bending round so that they could not be seen 
from the road, hence the term 'going round the bend'. 

One family name cropped up throughout many reigns - the Cavendish 
family. It turns out that three former and present wives of our Royal family 
are descendants of this family: the late Diana, Princess of Wales, Sarah 
Ferguson, Duchess of York and, indeed, Camilla, the Queen Consort. 

http://www.eost.org.uk
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February brings a little more light and hopefully a little more warmth! If 
thoughts are turning to the garden, here are some ways to make your 
garden slightly more sustainable and welcoming to wildlife. 

Make the change to peat-free compost! 
Peat is beloved by gardeners due to it having a number of properties that 
make it good for plant growth. It is found in up to 90% of the pre-mixed soils 
and composts that you can buy in shops. However, it is actually just drained 
marsh soil that has been dug-up and sold.  

Peatlands are estimated to cover only around 3% of the earth's surface 
but are assessed as storing twice as much soil carbon as all of the 
world's forests. Whilst this store lies undisturbed this is good news for 
keeping carbon out of the atmosphere but, when peatlands dry out or 
when peat is extracted for horticulture, the carbon is released and 
therefore contributes further to global warming and climate change. It is 
estimated that damaged peatlands are responsible for almost 5% of 
annual global carbon emissions. 

Tips on Sustainable Gardening 

Lisa Williams 

Thank You from 

Friends of St Peter's (FoSP) 

Pat Shirley - Chair of FoSP 

This has been another successful year with membership, donations, events 
and subscriptions all increasing. The money raised will significantly contrib-
ute to the replacement of the church heating. This project is planned over 
three phases. The first phase will be the replacement of the boiler and flue. 
We are pleased to announce that FoSP will fund the first phase outright 
and are working to continue to raise money to significantly help with the 
funding of phases two and three.  

FoSP will soon start planning our events for this year as well as focussing 
on increasing our membership. The committee would like to thank you all 
for your ongoing support and also thank the following who always step for-
ward to help us: Freemantles, Hearts and Hugs, Jax Price, Kim Laws, Suzy 
Jackson, Paul Angelides and all those who provide cakes, raffle prizes etc., 
you know who you are and it is always appreciated.  

I would also like to thank the committee who work tirelessly for the benefit 
of FoSP. Thank you all. 
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In addition to this, peat takes an incredibly long time to form – about 1000 
years per m depth of peat. By removing it from peatland ecosystems it does 
irreparable damage and destroys the habitat of numerous moorland species 
that are often already endangered.  

As a result, the UK government is taking steps to ban the sale of compost 
containing peat by 2024. However, there is no reason why you can't get a 
head-start on this and take action sooner – simply ensure that you look for 
compost already on sale that is clearly marked 'peat-free'.  

Cut down on your cutting! 
There are a number of threats to our native wildflower habitats and our local 
pollinators in the UK, including from the changing climate, industrial 
agriculture, chemical use and habitat loss from urbanisation. A recent study 
found that there has been a decline of 60% in the flying insect population in 
the UK in the past 20 years. Give over a space in your garden as 
somewhere for insects to feed and breed and help take a step towards 
strengthening pollinator populations whilst also supporting other forms of 
wildlife.  

If you have lawn/grass in your garden, the easiest way to introduce 
wildflowers and therefore biodiversity into your garden is to simply stop 
mowing! 'No Mow May' is one campaign that has grown in popularity in 
recent years, to the benefit of insect populations. 

And the good news is, if you're not ready to stop mowing altogether, a 
second-best stop would be by using a 'Mowhican' style lawn effect - cutting 
a pattern into your lawn and leaving some patches un-mowed and wild. This 
approach gives 'short-grass' species like daisies enough space to flower 
while also creating habitat for nectar-rich species that thrive in longer, un-
mowed grass. 

Other tips for a kinder spring garden: 

•February is arguably the most important month to continue feeding 
wild birds, as there is very little natural food to be found and birds 
are weak after a long winter 

•In case of snowfall, you can help ground feeders such as blackbirds and 
starlings by clearing a patch and allowing them to hunt for insects in the 
lawn  

•Avoid turning the compost heap until April, as frogs, small mammals and 
insects might be nesting within 

•Clean out nest boxes to make way for prospecting birds, which usually start 
looking for places to raise their young in mid-February  

•Should stinging nettles start to sprout in your garden in spring, try to leave a 
few -especially if they are in an area where they can't be brushed against! – 
they are a favourite food type for the caterpillars of several big and beautiful 
UK butterflies including the Comma, Peacock and  
Red Admiral. 
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This all too plausible scam involves criminals pretending to be a 
family member and starting their message with "Hello Mum" or 
"Hello Dad". It is widespread and, by June last year, had been 
reported to Action Fraud 1,235 times. 

The message states that the son or daughter has a new mobile number or is 
having to use a friend's phone as their phone has been lost or damaged or 
their battery has run out. They then ask for money to purchase a new phone 
or say they need money urgently to pay a bill and give bank details for 
payment. Criminals sometimes make multiple attempts at this. 

Detective Chief Inspector Craig Mullish, from the City of London Police, 
says, "If you receive a message like this from a friend or family member, 
don't send any money until you've had a chance to call them and confirm 
their identity. Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your 
money or information could keep you safe." 

Action Fraud advises that the public follow this advice to keep themselves 
safe from fraud: 

• Stop: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your money or 
information could keep you safe 

• Challenge: Could it be fake? It's okay to reject, refuse or ignore any 
requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you 

• Protect: If you think you've been a victim of fraud, contact your bank 
immediately and report it to Action Fraud online at actionfraud.police.uk or 
by calling 0300 123 2040. 

How to report 

• You can report suspicious text messages you have received but not acted 
upon by forwarding the original message to 7726 which spells SPAM on 
your phone keypad 

• You can report suspicious emails you have received but not acted upon, 
by forwarding the original message to report@phishing.gov.uk. 

• If you have provided personal or financial details as a result of a suspicious 
message, or lost money because of a scam, you should report it to Action 
Fraud at actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 2040 

• You can report spam messages or block a sender within WhatsApp. Press 
and hold on the message bubble, select 'Report' and then follow the 
instructions 

See https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/news  

"Hello Mum/Dad" 

Text/WhatsApp Message Scam 
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Books to Read 

The Alice Network by Kate Quinn, pub. Harper Collins 

Inspired by the true life story of Louise de Bettignies, this is a story of two 
generations of women spies and the sacrifices they made in two world 
wars. 

There is an element of history repeating itself, or nearly… 

It is a story of suspense when, in 1947, a young American girl sets out to 
find her cousin, Rose, who has disappeared in France. Will Rose be 
found alive? Along the way unlikely friendships develop between the 
generations and across social backgrounds. 

The characters are strong and well-drawn and the sense of time and 
place are so well described you feel you are almost there with Charlotte 
and Eve on their journey. 

Whilst the narrative is written from the women's perspective, as a spy 
story it could be suitable for all readers. 

This book is a well-deserved winner of several awards and a thoroughly 
good read. It is available from Hampshire libraries.  Dianne Hatfield 

Summer School by Domenica de Rosa, pub Headline Review 

In the depths of a British winter, what better than a book set in glorious 
Tuscany in summer?! A kind neighbour lent me this book as Christmas 
reading and I was momentarily transported away from wind and rain. 

You might be familiar with Elly Griffiths, writer of gripping murder 
mysteries in the Dr Ruth Galloway and Brighton series. That is her pen 
name and her Italian novels are written under her real name.  

There are no murders involved in this! Instead, it's about a group of 
aspiring writers on a creative writing course set in Tuscany. Some have 
few ambitions whereas one or two have perhaps rather an unrealistic 
view of their abilities. The course leader seems stuck in a rut and the 
whole thing is set against the backdrop of a gorgeous, but ruinously 
expensive to run castle whose owner seems beset by problems. Expect a 
number of plot twists, some drama and some, albeit happy, 'reach for a 
tissue' moments!   Karen Postle 

 
Don't forget that you can download the BorrowBox Library 
app and login with your Hampshire Library details to 
access the library's collection of eAudiobooks and eBooks. 

Read a good book lately? Please write a review, about 60-
70 words long, and send it to 
magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 
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What would you like to see in 2023?  

As we enter 2023 we look forward to welcoming back our regular groups for 
another year of fun, learning and socialising! If you have never attended any 
of the activities at the Centre, do take a look at our What's On page on page 
23. Popular groups include Scouts, Bridge, children's dance classes, sewing 
workshops and much more. If there is an activity or group you would 
particularly like to see at the Centre then we'd love to hear your suggestions. 

Please email enquiries@titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk  

Commit to get fit in 2023!  

If you're looking to improve your fitness this year there are a number of 
classes for all abilities at the Centre, including Pilates, Zumba, Flexercise, 
Tai Chi, yoga and dancing. For more information, please see our What's On 
page or visit our website.  

Fundraising success!  

Thank you to everyone who attended our bingo event on 18th November. We 
raised a total of £366.30 to invest in the Community Centre! Special thanks 
to Gill Warner and her team of volunteers for organising such a fun and 
successful event  

Visit our Village Book Swap  

Did you know we run a free book swap at 
the Community Centre? Come along any 
time, drop off books you've read and have a 
browse. You can find the shelves next to 
Reception.  

Titchfield on the web 

Information on Titchfield  .......................................... www.titchfieldnews.com 

Information on St Peter's Church ........................ www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk 

Friends of St Peter's Church ............................. www.friends-of-st-peters.org 

Information on Titchfield Village Trust ............. www.titchfieldvillagetrust.com 

Titchfield Community Centre .............. www.titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club .............................. www.titchfieldgardeners.co.uk 

mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk
http://www.titchfieldnews.com
http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.friends-of-st-peters.org
http://titchfieldvillagetrust.co.uk
http://www.titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk
http://www.titchfieldgardeners.co.uk
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Please note that most events require advance booking 

Events Diary: 

February and March 2023 

Date, Time & Place Event details 

Wednesday 1
st
 February 

7.30pm 
Zoom Meeting 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club 'Bhutan, Kingdom of Rare 
Plants' by Rosemary Legend 

Visitors welcome, contact: tgc.meetings@gmail.com  

Sunday 5
th
 February 

10.30am 
Barry's Meadow 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club Community Event: 
Tree Planting 

Tuesday 14th February 
10am 
Titchfield Community Centre 

Titchfield Abbey WI. ‘Suffering Suffragettes’ by Jane 
Glennie. 

Friday 17
th
 February Titchfield Art and Craft show: deadline for 

applications for craft stalls See article on p11 

Friday 24
th
 February 

& every Friday until 31
st
 Mar 

12.00 noon 
St Peter's Church 

Lent lunches See article on p3 

Tuesday 28
th
 February Titchfield Art and Craft show: deadline for 

applications for artists and photographers See p11 
Wednesday 1

st
 March 

7.30pm 
Titchfield Parish Rooms 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club 

AGM and Spring Show 

Friday 3
rd

 and Saturday 4
th
 

March at 7.30pm 
& Sunday 5

th
 March at 

2.30pm 
Village Hall 

Titchfield Village Trust and Friends of St. Peter's: A 
Supper Evening with Albert 'Arold, Edgar and Nick 

Friday and Saturday £12.00, Sunday £16.00 
including tea. See article on p8 

Saturday 11
th
 March 

10am-1pm 

Titchfield Parish Room 

Greyhound Trust Table Top Sale. Lots of stalls and 
great refreshments. 

Tuesday 14
th
 March 

10am 
Titchfield Community Centre 

Titchfield Abbey WI. ‘Tai Chi for health and well-
being’ with Malcolm Calvert 

Sunday 19
th
 March 

10.00 am 
St Peter's Church 

Mothering Sunday service – all welcome. 

21
st
-23

rd
 April  

Titchfield Community Centre 
Art Show. Further details will be in the Diary for April 
but see article on p11 

21 

 

Can you take the pancake 

ingredients to the pan? 

Sudoku 
Fill each row, column and marked 

rectangle with the numbers 1 to 6 

Answers on adverts page iv 

Dance Word Search 

BALLET 

BOP 

CHA CHA 

CHARLESTON 

FANDANGO 

HOEDOWN 

HOP 

LIMBO 

MACARENA 

PASADOBLE 

PAVAN 

POLKA 

QUADRILLE 

QUICKSTEP 

REGGAE 

SALSA 

TAP 

Advert pictures provided by the advertisers 

Majority of pictures/images provided by contributors 

Remaining pictures http://freepik.com  
 http://pixabay.com 

mailto:tgc.meetings@gmail.com
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From the Parish Registers  

St Peter's Church  

Church Street, Titchfield, Hants, PO14 4AG 

office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 

01329 847003 

welcoming all     celebrating life     sharing the journey 

Regular Sunday Worship 
8.00 am  Holy Communion BCP First Sunday of the month 

10.00 am  Parish Communion  Live-streamed for those unable to join us in 
   church and available on the website
   stpetertitchfield.org.uk 

   Followed by refreshments in church. 

Midweek Worship every Thursday 
10.00 am Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer 1

st
 & 3

rd
 weeks 

  Common Worship 2
nd

, 4
th
 and 5

th
 weeks  

  Followed by refreshments in the church. 

  There will be no Thursday service on 23
rd

 
February. 

Special Services 

Ash Wednesday 22
nd

 February 10.00 am Holy Communion with  
Imposition of Ashes 

Mothering Sunday 19th March 10.00 am Parish Communion 

Baptisms 20 November Katherine Rhiannon Tibbits 

Funerals 19 December Alan Albert Claridge (91) 

  21 December Jennifer Carol Burrows (76)  

Please check up to date information on their website or telephone numbers below.:  

Holy Trinity/St Columba:  https://www.htscf.org.uk 01329 232688 

St John's, Locks Heath: https://www.stjohnslocksheath.org.uk 01489 578082 

St Mary's, Warsash: https://www.stmarywarsash.org.uk 01489 570846 

St Paul's, Sarisbury Green: https://www.spsg.org.uk 01489 858405 

Services at Other Local Churches 
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* Term time only 

mailto:office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
https://www.htscf.org.uk
https://www.stjohnslocksheath.org.uk
https://www.stmarywarsash.org.uk
https://www.spsg.org.uk
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE 
ORGANISATIONS 

ST PETER'S CHURCH 
Vicar  Interregnum 01329 847003 
Curate Revd Janet Trevithick 01329 847003 
Reader Dave Foster 01329 847003 
Church Office Open: Mon-Thurs 9 - 12 
 e-mail: office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk  01329 847003 
 Website www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk 
Churchwardens:  Mr Peter Gordon c/o Church Office  01329 847003 
 Mr Steven Sherwood c/o Church Office  01329 847003 
P.C.C.Secretary  Mrs Jane Slaymaker c/o Church Office  01329 847003 
Treasurer  Mr Martin Reid c/o Church Office  01329 847003 
Stewardship Recorder  Mr John Parry c/o Church Office  01329 847003 
Organist  Mr David Chandler c/o Church Office  01329 847003 
Capt. of the Tower (Bells)  Mr Lyndon Hatfield  01329 849921 
Friends of St Peter's  Mrs Pat Shirley  01329 846646 
 Website www.friends-of-st-peters.org 

 
 

TITCHFIELD VILLAGE 

Primary School  Reception  01329 843322 
Parish Room  Lesley Blackburn - for bookings  07486 891728 
 (calls taken 9am-6pm or voicemail)  
   
Earl of S'ton Trust  Mrs Tracey Kenney  07458 304031 
Village Trust  Mr Nick Girdler  01329 847930 
Community Centre  Mrs Mary-Kate Smith (Manager )  01329 842933 
Jubilee Surgery  Reception  01329 844220 
Jubilee Surgery Patient  See www.jubileesurgery.co.uk for latest contact details 
       Participation Group Awaiting new committee 
Bonfire Boys  Message Line  07768 283725 
Titchfield Luncheon Club  Mr Ken Moores  01329 315615 
Titchfield Gardeners' Club Sarah Green (chairman) 07788 924890 
Titchfield Bowling Club Carolyn Garrett (secretary) 07963 500348 
 

TITCHFIELD NEWS email: magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk  

Editorial Team  Karen Postle, Margaret Thompson, Karen Rizzi 
Distribution  Gerry Pontefract   
Advertising  Tony Postle 

 
 

YOUR LOCAL TITCHFIELD COUNCILLORS 

Hampshire County Council Sarah Pankhurst  07701 393396 
Fareham Borough Council  Mrs Connie Hockley  01329 287365 
 Ms Tiffany Harper  01329 844074 

 

YOUR LOCAL MP 

Member of Parliament Mrs Suella Braverman  01329 233573  

Opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent  
the views of the Parochial Church Council 

mailto:office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.friends-of-st-peters.org
http://www.jubileesurgery.co.uk
mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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Vanessa Wrixon John Henry Helen Brown 

How much is your 

property worth? 

The housing market 
is moving. 

Are you curious to 
find out the value of 

your home? 

Call today for a free no 

obligation valuation from 

our highly experienced 

Titchfield team: 

Tel: 01329 844812 

 Titchfield Country Market 
Parish Room, Titchfield 

Friday Mornings 09.30 - 11.30am 

Homebaked goods, Preserves 
Fresh Vegetables & Produce 
Plants, Flowers and Crafts 

Covid safe       Pay by cash or card 

For orders and enquiries contact 

01329 847930 

sandijones@live.co.uk 
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Puzzle Answers 



 

 

CELEBRATE WITH US 
Do you have a special occasion to celebrate? At Titchfield Community Centre we have a 

range of party suites to meet your needs, whether it be a christening, wedding, 

anniversary, children's party or special birthday – including 18th and 21st parties. Call us 

today on 01329 842 933 or email enquiries@titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk 

Mill Street, Titchfield, PO14 4AB 

Registered charity 1109062 

titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk 

Free Parking 

opposite 

Ladies Quality Fashions 

Outfits for every occasion including 

Mother of the Bride/Groom, Cruise, General Wear & Prom Dresses 

At 7 Warsash Road, Warsash, SO31 9HW 
www.davinasladiesfashion.co.uk 

Monday to Saturday 10am - 5pm 

Telephone - 01489 880900 


