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St Peter's Prayerline 

Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress  
and who would like the support of prayer? 

Please contact 
Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265 
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From the Editors' Desk 

Writing this with lots of signs of spring in our gardens, we hope you are all 
keeping well.  We start by bringing you the very good news that Anna 
Sketchley, whom many of you will know, has agreed to take over as editor 
until the end of the year. We are hoping that during this time we will be able 
to find someone to fill the editorial post permanently. Meantime, we 
welcome Anna and are very grateful to her for kindly taking on the role. We 
know sheôll be well-supported by the rest of the editorial team and by all our 
contributors. 

We have another full magazine for you. Easter falls in early April and there 
are details of church activities in Helen Perryôs article. With the Coronation 
of King Charles III on 6th May, Titchfield will, as usual, celebrate in style as 
you can read in Gillian Thomaôs article and information about a special 
church service on 7th May is on page 27. Dates for all events are in the 
Diary.  

We have articles addressing global and local issues.  On a global scale, 
Lisa Williams writes about the profits made from óBig Oilô. With World 
Malaria Day on 25th April, Tim Mason addresses the history of malaria. 
Anna Sketchley looks at how we can support producers and growers across 
the world by buying Fairtrade.  At a local level, Pamela Charlwood updates 
us on the óSave Our Haven Centreô campaign. Sukie Swan reviews a most 
enjoyable eveningôs entertainment and, looking to the past, David Mugford 
writes about the interesting life of the Reverend Walter Maude Cosser, vicar 
of Titchfield in the nineteenth century. 

We have interesting information from the school about early years work as 
well as news from clubs and societies including a fascinating report about 
the plants of Bhutan from Titchfield Gardeners' Club.  Do also note that the 
school is looking for governors so do apply if you think this is the role for 
you. 

All this as well as our book reviews and puzzles ensure that you will have a 
good read.  You will have noticed that our cover was from a photo sent to 
us by Dianne Hatfield and we always welcome photos which can be used 
on our covers. Importantly, also, we are planning a special spread of 
photos of Coronation events in the June magazine, so please send 
these to magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk. 

Finally, our thanks and very best wishes go to Anna as she takes on her 
new role. 

 

Please send articles, Diary items and photos for use as our cover 

send to: magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 
by May 8th 2023 

mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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Some years ago, at an event called Spring Harvest, Julia and I 
heard preacher Tony Campolo tell of an Easter sermon that he 
once heard. The sermon told of the events of Holy Week - 
Jesus' triumphal ride into Jerusalem, the last supper shared 

with the disciples, including the one who was to betray him, the arrest and 
trial of Jesus and his sentence to death on the cross. Campolo related how 
he was taken into a downward spiral of despair and lack of hope. However, 
the sermon did not leave him at such a low ebb as it ended with marvellous 
words of hope "It's Friday - But Sunday's coming"! The sermon spoke of the 
hope of the resurrection which we will once again rejoice in on Easter 
Sunday. Hope grown out of despair! 

I sense that, in some way, most of us are searching for hope out of despair 
as we are battered by increasing prices of food, energy and other essentials. 
It seems that with every news broadcast comes bad news adding to a sense 
of helplessness and we reach out to God asking, 'What can we do?' I am 
writing this at the beginning of March when it's turning very cold again. An 
elderly lady told me recently that she can't afford to put her heating on and 
relies on jumpers and coats to keep warm. Surely that cannot be right in this 
twenty first century. 

Of course, we can't hope to solve these issues in our own strength unless 
we are a superhuman being. But with God's help we can be inspired to 
come together as communities; bringing aid to those in need through acts of 
kindness, reaching out to help provide warmth to those who are cold, 
through donations to food banks, helping to feed those who cannot afford to 
feed themselves or their families or through the many voluntary 
organisations which bring hope to those in distress. 

We look forward to the Coronation of His Majesty The King and Her Majesty 
The Queen Consort on Saturday 6th May. The service will be steeped in 
longstanding traditions and pageantry but, in addition, the Coronation 
weekend offers us opportunities to come together in celebration through 
joining together in the 'Big Lunch', sharing food and fun together. It should 
be a great way to get to know our neighbours better. 

On Monday, 8th May 'The Big Help Out' is being organised by a wide range 
of partners such as the Scouts, the Royal Voluntary Service and faith groups 
from across the UK. The Big Help Out is designed to highlight the positive 
impact that volunteering has on communities across the nation and 
encourage people to try volunteering for themselves joining in the work 
being undertaken to support their local areas. The aim is to bring 
communities together through volunteering and create a lasting legacy from 
the Coronation. I commend it to you. 

Always remember that it may be Friday but Sunday is coming! 

It's Friday but Sunday's Coming 

David Foster - Lay Reader 
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'What's On' 

at St Peter's Church 

Helen Perry 

As well as all our services listed on page 26, here is advance notice of 
other events and activities at St Peter's. 

Easter Egg Hunt ï following the Easter Day service on Sunday 9th 
April, there will be an Egg Hunt for children and their families. 

Breakfast Club ï a new opportunity for families with children will begin on 
Saturday 15th April from 8.30am- 10am in church and on the 3rd Saturday 
of each month thereafter. Bacon rolls, toast, hot and cold drinkséand 
Lego!  

Ladies' Breakfast - last Saturday of the month from 9am-10.30am in the 
Chapter Room (apart from April!). Come and enjoy a continental breakfast, 
conversation and an occasional speaker. Places are limited so please sign 
up at the back of church. Next dates will be Saturday 22nd April and 
Saturday 27th May. 

Church Mouse Trail ï something new in church for everyone to 
enjoy! Look out for little mice around the village during April giving 
details of what is to come at the beginning of May!  

Plant Sale - Saturday 20th May, 10am ï 12.30pm - including homemade 
refreshments, garden related books and other items, tool sharpening and 
of course lots of plants! 

Details of all these events or activities will be available on our website: 
www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk and in the weekly bulletin found on the website 
or available as a paper copy at the back of church. 

Update 

Since February, we have been using our new Meon Health Practice name 
and logo on information leaflets, letters and other information we send to 
patients. 

We are working hard to ensure other organisations are also aware of our 
new name. If an organisation cannot find 'Meon Health Practice' on their 
system, please ask them to look for either 'Sovereign Health Partnership' or 
your specific surgery (e.g.: Jubilee Surgery / Whiteley Surgery / The High-
lands Practice) during this transitionary phase. 

http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk


4 

 

The children start at Titchfield Primary School in the year that they are five 
and the reception class is the last year of the 'Early Years Foundation 
Stage' (EYFS). The EYFS is a statutory framework that sets the standards 
for learning, development and care for children from birth to five years. 

At Titchfield Primary School, we promote an accessible and inclusive 
environment for our learners that supports all seven areas of the EYFS 
curriculum. We use the framework to ensure that all children are given the 
best opportunities to learn, progress and develop in a safe, nurturing and 
healthy environment. We have indoor classroom spaces and an outside 
'garden' which the children can use every day to support their learning. 

In our EYFS, our personalised and tailored curriculum provides all children 
with the knowledge, skills and understanding they need to be confident, 
inquisitive, curious, independent learners and it influences their wider 
thinking across all areas of the curriculum. We believe that this gives 
children the best chance to become well-rounded, happy individuals, ready 
to succeed in an ever-changing world. The children are taught about the 
'Titchfield Way', our school-wide behaviour rules, and this is constantly 
reinforced through their learning and play. Our learning values - STRIVE 
(see https://www.titchfieldprimary.co.uk/) - are also embedded into our 
curriculum and the children are given opportunities within their learning 
experiences to demonstrate and develop them.  

We also follow the children's interests in our curriculum. 
Recently, one of our children brought some of his fossil 
collection into school to show us, so we have learnt about 
fossils. The children became palaeontologists, like Mary 
Anning, digging up rocks in the sandpit and using tools to break 
them open to find 'fossils' inside. They made imprints in clay 
from objects that they found and presented their learning to 
their parents.  

We have celebrated World Book Day this term. The children 
brought in their favourite book from home to share with their 
friends in class. They read them together and talked about 
why they chose their book and what they like about it. We also 
spent some time looking at a range of books written by the 
author Julia Donaldson. The children drew pictures of 
characters from her books and some children even made the 
character 'Stickman' using sticks that they found from outside 
and decorated with googly eyes and pipe cleaners! 

Learning is fun in the EYFS! 

Titchfield Primary School 

Early Years 

Michelle Stephens - Headteacher 
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Save Our Haven Centre 

Update 

Pamela Charlwood 
Co-Chair Hill Head Residents' Association 

A brief note this time to reassure our friends in Titchfield that work 
continues to try to ensure the Haven Centre re-opens later this year. 

By the time you read this, I would expect our new charity 'Titchfield Haven 
Community Hub' (THCH) will have come into being. Meanwhile, the local 
campaign group, sponsored by Hill Head Residents' Association, is 
working on a detailed business plan for Haven House Visitor Centre, whilst 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust are preparing their plan for the 
nature reserve. The Trust is also raising funds to support the business-
planning work which they and we are doing ï surveyors' and solicitors' fees 
and other costs. Their donation page is at https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/
titchfield-haven-and-haven-house. The serious fundraising ï for the 
seriously exciting work ï will follow later in the year! 

You can keep in touch with our activities via www.hhra.org.uk and the 
Facebook page Save our Haven Centre! 

There has been much in the newspapers about recruiting ringers for the 
Coronation. We are fortunate at St Peter's to have a strong band but the 
national publicity has resulted in at least 2 people coming forward to learn. It 
is only two months to the Coronation, but they should be able to join us in 
the celebration ringing. 

We now have a programme for our ringing although it will probably change 
somewhat. We will take part in the national ringing on Coronation Day, when 
all our ringers (including 2 who rang in 1953!), will have the opportunity to 
ring. Ringing is planned for shortly after the Coronation Service. 

It is traditional to have longer ringing on such occasions so on Sunday 7th 
May we will ring a Quarter Peal, taking about 45 minutes, immediately after 
the morning service. On Monday 8th we will ring a full peal of 5040 changes, 
taking about 2 hours and 50 minutes. The last such peal at St Peter's was 
for the Diamond Jubilee. This is dependent on being able to have some 
external help so it is not definite. It would start no earlier than 10am and 
finish no later than 5.30pm. Once details have been finalised they will 
publicised. 

Bellringing News 

Ring for the King 

Lyndon Hatfield - Bell tower captain 

https://www.titchfieldprimary.co.uk/
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/titchfield-haven-and-haven-house
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/titchfield-haven-and-haven-house
http://www.hhra.org.uk
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Dial 333 

Chris Wickland - Senior Pastor 

I remember a few years back the Orange phone company did an advert 
asking the question, "Who would you like to most have a conversation 
with?" 

I am sure if we were offered a conversation with anyone in history it would 
be interesting to see who we would pick. Would it be a famous artist, a 
famous composer, an old relative, a politician or a king or a queen? But I 
wonder how many people would even consider giving God a call? Surely 
calling God on the phone would make for an interesting conversation.  

The atheist would probably call the God Complaints Hotline to state that 
there is no God. Ironically if there is no God why even bother calling? But 
we all know a good atheist who loves to talk about God. The agnostic 
would likely not even bother calling as, "One can never really know."  

But if you could call God what would you talk about?  

Maybe some top questions to God might be:- 

¶ "Why is there so much suffering in the world?" 

¶ "What does the future hold for me?" 

¶ "Are all religions the same?" 

¶ "Why am I here?" 

¶ "What is the meaning to life?" 

¶ "Is the bible really the word of God?" 

¶ "Where is the TV remote that I lost last week?"  

Surely a phone call to God would be quite an opportunity. To speak to the 
creator of all things would be the most interesting conversation that you 
could ever have.  

However, I know what you are all thinking, "No one can call God on the 
phone. This is stupid!" But maybe it's not as stupid as one may think. If we 
have an emergency we call 999, If we want the NHS helpline we dial 111. 
However we can call God on 333. 

Jeremiah 33:3. 'Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great 
hidden things that you have not known.' 

The great thing about calling 333 is that no phone is required. We can just 
send up a prayer and talk to God. However, prayer is not merely a one-
sided conversation.  

In the Gospel of John chapter 17 verse 3 it states that, 'Eternal life is 
knowing God.' Eternal life isn't something that starts when we die, rather it 
is defined by a living relationship with God. 
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Titchfield Abbey WI 

Margaret Wellington 

A full programme of speakers and entertainment is being prepared by 
Titchfield Abbey WI as we thankfully progress back to normal meetings and 
outings following the pandemic. This is a historic year, too, with the 
Coronation of King Charles III in early May. 

New members and visitors are welcome at meetings which are held 
monthly at Titchfield Community Centre, on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 10am. Women of all ages are welcome to come along and try this 
active WI. Tea/coffee with biscuits are served along with an opportunity to 
meet members and find out about activities. These include book clubs, a 
patchwork/knitting group as well as an occasional walking group and 
theatre visits and our new 'Abbey Lunchers' group. 

An annual outing is usually arranged for July. 

Further details of our meetings and speakers can be found online at https://
hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/titchfield-abbey-wi/ .  

On 11th April we will be hearing from a local councillor on her non-political 
work for the Council. 

The May meeting is taken up with the AGM when the committee and posts 
will be voted for by members, followed by perhaps games or a quiz. 

The year continues with talks on the RNLI, American Indian History, 
Auctions, Blue Lamp Trust and Polio. 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

Everyone knows that you cannot have a relationship with someone who 
doesn't speak back to you. Prayer is not a simple monologue of what we 
want to say to an impersonal far off deity. In fact, that's not prayer at all.  

Prayer is a conversation with God. And yes! He answers back. But 
remember God likes to be God and to keep us on our toes. Sometimes He 
speaks back in a whole variety of different ways. We often expect to simply 
hear a booming voice from the heavens, but sometimes He may choose to 
speak to you through a friend, through a circumstance, through a miracle, 
or with a dream or a vision.  

So why not give it a go? Get on the old blower and try dialling 333. 

Pastor Chris Wickland leads the 2pm and 6pm service  
at the Living Word Titchfield Building.  
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After a three year interval, the Village Hall was once again packed for three 
performances of a unique play, given by an extremely talented actor, who 
not only wrote the whole entertainment but, even in the face of last minute 
adversities, gave an exceptional solo performance on each occasion. 

Nick Girdler gave us a two act play combining comedy, 
poetry and music hall and also bemoaned that rivals had 
taken his work as theirs. He illustrated this with strong 
undertones of his own experiences and some wonderful 
interjections and one-liners. Nick likened it all to other 
examples where there had been writing rivalry, copyright, 
theft and plagiarism over the last hundred years.  

We visited the writing room of Marriott Edgar 31 years after his death and 
were transported back to the last century with the vagaries of the music hall 
and copyright.  

Among the superb recitations, we enjoyed the antics of 
the Ramsbottom Family throughout the first act and, in 
the second, there was a poignant recollection of the 
Green Eyed Yellow Idol which was a thought-provoking 
moment.  

There were plenty of props and movements to keep the 
audience enthralled and some hidden gems for the over 
70s as well. The younger members of the audience 
might not have recognised some of the text, but it was brought alive to them 
by Nick with his extraordinary capacity for accents, recollections of words 
and imagination. A different hat gave us a different personality. His timing 
was superb.  

Titchfield Village Hall has been a theatre on many 
occasions. Nick has not only been involved in the 
rebuilding of the hall but on this occasion has helped to fill 
it. Everyone enjoyed the evening performances in the well
-liked format of show and supper break and, at the 
Sunday afternoon show, tea was provided in the interval 
by Sandi Jones and her colleagues at the Country Market.  

The performances were directed most ably by Pat Shirley with Julian Gibbs 
and Chris Oakley providing the lighting and sound. Tickets were organised 
by Louise Ashton and Suzy Jackson and the cost of printing the 
programmes was donated by James Keen at Freemantles.  

Props and costumes were made by Sandi Jones and Suzy Jackson, with 
added thanks to past members of TACT.  

A Supper Evening 
with Albert 'Arold Edgar and Nick 
An Appreciation by Sukie Swan 
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In the last edition of Titchfield News I mentioned one of Titchfield's best 
kept secrets, the Titchfield Bowling Club on Bridge Street, and highlighted 
the fact that we will be celebrating our 100th birthday this year. In preparing 
for the celebrations the committee have been travelling down memory lane 
(well the club archives) for inspiration and I note that the records go back 
as far as the inaugural meeting held on 1st February 1923. The Chairman 
of the first meeting was Mr W T Freemantle, and the club was to be called 
'The Titchfield & District Bowling Club'. Bowling was to take place on the 
land where we still reside today, generously provided by Mr J.H.H. Fielder 
at a nominal rent. Do these names sound familiar? A Ã20 donation towards 
the cost of laying the green was promised by a 'local gentleman'. The first 
President was Major General Sir John H Davidson M.P. and eight other 
Vice Presidents and eight committee members were also elected with Mr 
E.C Sutton as Hon. Secretary and Mr W. Hudson as the Hon. Treasurer. 

The playing green was formally opened on June 1st 1923 by Colonel the 
Hon C. Brabazon and a match was then played between the new club 
members and Fareham Bowling Club with Titchfield winning by 1 point. We 
are currently examining the possibility of recreating this event in period 
costume. Hopefully we too will repair to the Queen's Head where the after 
match libations were consumed and an enjoyable time was had by all. 
Interestingly, the throng was entertained by the Titchfield Brass band under 
the direction of Mr Westall. Perhaps someone in the village can remember 
the brass band and provide information on its history? Mr Freemantle gave 
a hearty vote of thanks to the Fareham bowlers and their captain, Mr L. 
Trigg, responded wishing the new club every success for the future. We 
are still going strong 100 years later!  

As we enter our second century we are, as ever, always looking to recruit 
new members and I'd like to remind everybody that our new outdoor 
season starts on April 1st with a 'New Members' Introductory Day' taking 
place from 10:00am until 1:00pm the following Saturday, April 8th, where 
anyone interested in playing this most entertaining of games can come 
along and try their hand. If you would like to find out more before the 8th 
just drop the committee a note at: titchfieldbowling@gmail.com and we will 
get back to you. 

Titchfield Bowling Club 

100 This Year 

Chris Blackburn on behalf of the Committee 

The amount raised, after costs was Ã1944. All proceeds will go to the 
Village Hall and the Friends of St. Peter's (FoSP).  

Ed. We thoroughly enjoyed the performance and so did the rest of our 
table. It was a very relaxed and happy atmosphere and Nick was brilliant. 
Thank you to Nick and Pat the rest of the team. (MT) 

mailto:titchfieldbowling@gmail.com
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Titchfield Gardeners' Club 

Bhutan - Kingdom of Rare Plants 

Bob Murphy 

At our February meeting members enjoyed a talk on Zoom by Rosemary 
Legrand, a keen gardener and lecturer, who inherited her love of botany 
from her father who was also a plant hunter in Bhutan. 

The talk began with recorded folk music which transported us to Bhutan. 
Music plays an integral part in the culture. As the music faded Rosemary 
told us about her wonderful 18 day trip organised by Naturetrek in May 2007 
with a small group of plant enthusiasts. The group entered Bhutan from 
North East India at Phuentsholing where the climate begins as tropical in the 
south, then temperate in the central area moving to higher and colder 
altitudes where alpines could be found. Rosemary was able to see many of 
the 50 rhododendron and 600 orchid varieties growing wild on her trip. 

Still a kingdom, the country was only just opening up to outsiders. Buddhism 
is an integral part of a basic, agricultural economy with most buildings either 
a monastery or Buddhist shrines called chortens. The well-loved King Jigme 
Khesar had only just introduced electricity, literacy and basic health care for 
his people. All buildings still have to be built in traditional Bhutanese style. 
Conservation is a top priority and tiger trails have been established to 
enable Bengal tigers to survive in the mountains. 

The warm tropical lowlands are basically jungle. Orchids and 
monkeys live in the trees and many houseplants we are familiar 
with grow wild. Rosemary had to cope with leeches and ticks in 
these areas. The roads were being built by a workforce of 
Bangladeshi and Bhutanese families who live by the side of the 
road. On average there were 17 bends per kilometre, which made 
building roads a very difficult task. 

Moving onwards and upwards into a more temperate zone, rhododendrons 
grew prolifically and sometimes self-seeded in the sphagnum moss. R. 
falconeri and R.edgeworthii were identified. Huge flowers and wonderful 
fragrances were commonplace. Many hardy and half hardy deciduous 
shrubs or bulbs were spotted such as Euphorbias, Daphnes and 
Meconopsis paniculata. Daphne Bholua was used to make paper, as well as 
stamps. Trilliums, Arisaemas, Primulas and Euphorbias all originated here. 

Small areas of grass and wild bamboo support ponies and yaks. Yak milk, 
butter and cheese are enjoyed by a mainly vegetarian nation. Meat is 
specially imported from India to keep tourists happy. The Bhutanese speak 
English as their second language, practising on tourists who buy hand 
woven ethical goods - the income is very welcome! 

With passes at Rodung-La, the highest point being 4039 metres, the 
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temperate climate becomes mountainous and very cold in the winter 
months. Rosemary came across little hamlets which had oil lamps, candles 
and generators and rugs made of crushed bamboo. She also met 
inebriated travelling minstrels who were praying for rain and taking 
donations from passers-by.  

Down in the warmer areas where magnolias and paddy 
fields are found, she visited the Gangtey Monastery which 
was 450 years old and contained wonderful brightly 
coloured murals and mandalas on the ceilings. The capital 
Thimphu has a royal palace at an altitude of 2286m, and 
the world's most dangerous airport for landing. The national 
animal is the Takin, a cross between a goat and a cow, and 
the national sport is archery. By royal decree, 'gross national happiness' is 
more important than economic growth. It certainly seemed that way after 
hearing about Rosemary's intrepid journey! 

Titchfield History Society 

Remembering the 'Hinton Children Tragedy' 

Marilyn Wilton-Smith 

The Titchfield History Society has now completed two parts towards 
remembering 'The Hinton Children Tragedy'. 

The first part was the production of the book 'The Titchfield Tragedy', 
where you can read about the awful incident which happened in 1891 in a 
house which used to stand where the green now is at the bottom of West 
Street. Details of the book are at: https://titchfieldhistory.com/shop/ . 

The second part is brighter in that three 
trees were planted in memory of the 
children in the garden of the Village Hall, 
Southampton Hill. These were bought 
with proceeds of the events held to 
celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee 
last year. 

With the help of Nick Girdler and Colin Wilton-Smith, three Amelanchier 
trees now stand for the village to enjoy. They will give flowers in the spring, 
followed by late summer berries and then a gorgeous fiery red leaf display 
in autumn. A memorial plaque will be erected shortly at the site stating to 
whom the trees are dedicated, these being the three children: Augusta 
Hotson, Frederick Hinton and William Hinton. At this time there will be a 
short ceremony. 

Our thanks go to Stewart's Garden Centre for their help and their donation 
towards the project and to Patricia Fox for her expert advice.  


