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From the Editors' Desk 
I should like to begin by saying a huge thank you to the very efficient team 
who produce and distribute the Titchfield News and to all those who have 
contributed recently. As you will be aware I have temporarily taken over the 
editorship, but thanks to a significant amount of patience, help and time I 
have been given by the team and contributors the June magazine is here.  

The greatest approbation must go to Karen Postle, our previous editor. Her 
untimely death has been a great shock to us all but despite being 
exceptionally poorly Karen managed to complete the April magazine. Thank 
you Karen, for bravely taking on the magazine three years ago. Through 
Karen's dedication and skill, Titchfield News remains at the centre of village 
life informing and celebrating all that is happening. As you would expect 
Karen left everything in impeccable order when passing the reins to me. 
Without inheriting Karen's excellent organisation that underpins the process I 
would have been completely lost.  

Sadly you will read that we have lost other key village friends recently, 
including Gloria Hunt who was a great support to the school and Tessa Short, 
a village veteran, who I will always remember as 'the Christmas Tree lady'! 

I hope you will enjoy the June magazine as it is a topical, colourful and eye 
catching read. Thank you to all those who sent photos of the village 
celebrations and events at this important time in our country's history. Can 
you spot yourself in any of the photos? The April issue spoke of the village 
planning to celebrate in style and we certainly did that! The procession 
through the village brought back very happy memories of the days of the 
Titchfield Carnival! 'Coronation Sunday' at Barry's Meadow certainly drew the 
community together once again. Thank you Bonfire Boys and thank you to all 
to helped and took part. 

Do read about all there is to do in the summer months. The Gardening Club 
and St Peter's Church have many interesting visits and activities planned. If 
you haven't visited the Church Mice you still have a treat in store! Or you 
might consider an afternoon exploring Titchfield Bowling Club or an evening 
at the History Society's next lecture. There are interesting village and local 
historical articles to read and news from the school, as well as articles from 
other clubs and organisations.  

I am sure that many of us miss the Haven Coffee Shop. The 'hopeful' article 
from the Titchfield Haven Community Hub brings us up to date with their 
plans to save it.  

You may notice that this issue does not include anything from Meon Health 
Practice. This because I am soon going to be working with a member of the 
team at the Practice to provide helpful medical articles in each magazine that 
we hope will be of assistance and interest to our readers.  

Finally a huge thank you to Karen Rizzi, who possesses the amazing skill of 
setting out and formatting the magazine. Karen has been a mine of help and 
information for me and extremely patient! Please do read her article about 
how to recognise óscammersô, the scourge of our lives in present times. 

With my best wishes to you all, Anna Sketchley. 

mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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People often say they don't like change, they prefer things to 
stay just as they are. Change can be unsettling, challenging 
and throw our ordered lives into a bit of a wobble which can 
bring with it a touch of panic and unwanted stress.  

Change will most definitely cause a reaction within us, but that is not 
necessarily a bad thing. Without change nothing will grow or evolve, and 
we might miss something wonderful coming out of a fresh start and a new 
perspective.  

Most recently the biggest change for our nation was the death of Queen 
Elizabeth II. We all knew this was inevitable given her great age and 
deteriorating health, nevertheless it unsettled us all. Such is the role of a 
monarch - the Queen represented a stable and unchanging presence in 
our lives, and we will be forever grateful for her service to this country. 
Happily, we now have a new monarch, King Charles III, a new Head of 
State, Defender of the Faith who is an experienced, knowledgeable and 
wise pair of hands to offer that stability for us again at this time in our 
history. 

At St Peter's we have also had a changing of the guard so to speak. By 
the time you are reading this, following our annual parochial church 
meeting (APCM) in May we hope to warmly welcome new people to 
important roles within the church: a new administrator in the office, a new 
church warden, a new deanery representative and three new PCC 
members. This is such an encouragement for our church. We give grateful 
thanks to all those who previously held these roles, for their time and 
dedication to the running of the church. We look forward to fresh energies 
and perspectives as our new elected representatives settle in. And who 
knows, before the end of the year we may be able to welcome a new 
'House for Duty' priest in our midst. 

Life will always require us to adapt to change, but in order to keep our 
peace of mind and spirit we should look to someone who will never 
change. 

'Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever' 
 (Hebrews 13: 8). 

So may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Embracing Change 

Rev Janet Trevithick 
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'What's On' 

at St Peter's Church 

Helen Perry 

Last call for entries to the Coronation Kneeler Competition: The 
closing date for the competition was 31st May but in case there is anyone 
who has still to deliver their design to church, a short extension of time up 
to Monday 5th June is offered. Thanks to all those who have already 
returned their entry. 

The Church Mouse Trail has been hugely successful and will 
remain in church as we go into the summer. To be enjoyed by 
children and adults alike, it is available whenever the church is 
open apart from during services!  

Lego Club with breakfast: Saturday 17th June 8.30-10am and on the 
third Saturday of each month. Families with primary age children are 
welcome to come to church, enjoy bacon rolls, toast, hot and cold drinks ï 
and of course Lego challenges! Please let the office know if you intend 
joining in so that we can cater for all.  
office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 01326 847003 

Summer Concert performed by 'Continuum': Saturday 24th June 
7.30pm. We look forward to welcoming this talented local choir back to our 
church following their Michaelmas Concert last September. Tickets Ã5 on 
sale towards the end of May. 

August will see the return of the Welcome Caf® as part of our Summer 
Days programme so look out for notices about that and other opportunities 
during August.  

 

Details of these opportunities and any others will be available on our 
website: www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk  

St Peter's Prayerline 

Do you know anyone who is ill or in any distress  
and who would like the support of prayer? 

Please contact 
Charles Timberlake - 01329 845265 

mailto:office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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I received a letter from the Royal Almonry Office at Buckingham Palace at 
the beginning of February telling me that Bishop Jonathan had submitted 
my name to be one of this year's Maundy Recipients at the Royal Maundy 
Service to be held in York. 

How extraordinary!  What an honour! 

The letter went on to say, "Each Recipient is invited to bring a companion 
who should be able to look after them on the day." (That, you may imagine, 
was something of a challenge, but, thankfully, Lin decided that she was up 
for it and agreed to come with me!) 

The number of recipients from across the United Kingdom is determined by 
the monarch's age, so this year we were to be 74 men and 74 women. The 
King personally handed each of us two leather purses. The red purse 
contained a newly minted Ã5 coin together with a 50p coin commemorating 
the Windrush generation. Historically, the Red Purse contained "an 
allowance of Ã3 for clothing, Ã1.50 in lieu of provisions and Ã1 for the 
redemption of the Sovereign's gown." (I'm sorry, but I've no idea about 
that!) 

The White Purse contained uniquely minted Maundy Money. This takes the 
form of one, two, three and four silver penny pieces, the sum of which 
equals the King's age, so this year he gave us 74 pennies worth. 

We were asked to arrive at York Minster by 9.15 am for the 11.00 am 
Service. 

It was a splendid occasion led by the combined Choirs of the Minster and 
the Chapel Royal from Windsor. The pageantry, liturgy and music were all 
magnificent. The King came to each one of us in turn, smiling broadly, as 
he greeted and thanked us for our service to Church and community. 

It was a wonderful day which Lin and I will always remember with great 
pleasure and thanksgiving, a totally unexpected treat. 

I am very aware that this privilege was only because of the support and 
encouragement of colleagues and parishioners in all the places in this 
Diocese where I have been blessed to have served these past nearly forty 
years. So thank you all.  

Maundy Thursday 2023 
A very special invitation! 

Reverend Peter Kelly 
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Save Our Haven Centre 

Update 

Pamela Charlwood 
Chair - Titchfield Haven Community Club Ltd 
Co-Chair Hill Head Residents' Association 

Considerable progress has been made on the campaign to acquire Haven 
House and re-open it as Titchfield Haven Community Hub (THCH). The 
Titchfield Haven Community Hub Limited is now established, and is a 
charitable community benefit society, registered with the Financial Conduct 
Authority.  

We were delighted to hold two open meetings, the first attended by 90 
people (the maximum allowed in the hall) and the second by about 250. 
The huge interest, enthusiasm and support expressed was immensely 
encouraging. Log on to www.thcommunityhub.org.uk for more information 
and read about the organisation itself under About Us. The presentation 
given at the open meetings and the Q & A notes from those events are 
available on the Latest News page. We have been delighted to receive 
many indications via the Membership page website of how people wish to 
be involved, including pledges of future funding. 

A bid has been submitted to the Community Ownership Fund, run by the 
Department for Levelling Up, but if they feel the approval is premature, it 
will be re-submitted later in the year. The planning application for 
conversion of the upper storey into two holiday flats has been submitted to 
Fareham Borough Council (P/23/0581/CU). We are very grateful to Ian 
Power of Cyan Power for doing all the work on that for us pro bono. 
Meanwhile a detailed business plan spanning 25 years has been drawn up 
showing, unsurprisingly, Titchfield Haven Community Hub is emphatically a 
potentially successful business. It will be submitted to Hampshire County 
Council in early June. 

BUT ï we cannot yet say whether this will be approved by Hampshire and 
whether they will allow us to acquire Haven House at 'nil consideration'. We 
will keep you posted on that crucial question. 

Letters to the Editors 

We welcome letters to the Editors, either for publication or just to send us 
your views, so do please contact us at: magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 
making it clear whether or not your letter is for publication by  
July 10th 2023 please. 

http://www.thcommunityhub.org.uk
mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
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As April 8th dawned the Titchfield Bowling Club playing rinks in Bridge 
Street looked prim and pristine in the glorious early morning sunshine. 
Everything was ready to welcome any prospective players at 10.00am who 
may be enticed by the challenge of playing Old English Bowls. The newly 
painted fencing, strimmed and weeded edges and freshly cleaned 
clubhouse looked resplendent. The aroma of freshly brewed coffee revived 
the bleary-eyed committee members who looked forward to demonstrating 
and explaining the dark arts of this ancient and fascinating game to the 
uninitiated. By midday we had entertained 13 interested parties and by the 
end of April we had persuaded 3 attendees to sign on the dotted line and 
join our merry band of resolute and enthusiastic players of the game. 
Perhaps those still prevaricating can be cajoled into joining the club in the 
coming weeks. This means that for the 2023 outdoor season the club has 
57 playing members, young and old, who can look forward to a summer of 
bowling in this quintessential and delightful English setting.  

Throughout the season we will be running a number of knockout 
competitions alongside playing friendly games with our fellow local Old 
English Bowls (OEB) clubs and participating in the OEB competitive league 
that plays throughout the summer on Wednesday evenings. Additionally, 
we also run a couple of very sociable Saturday afternoon festivals that are 
always well attended. These challenge players to be on top form but more 
importantly to simply enjoy ourselves, not forgetting the always worthwhile 
raffle prizes! 

 

Looking through the archives the committee meeting of 22nd April, 1934, 
reported almost identical reflections of the never-ending struggle to attract 
new members, so as they say 'Plus ­a change, plus c'est la m°me chose' 
but we play on as we have done for the past 100 years, and we look 
forward to our centenary dinner in November.  

If you would like to find out more about the club, just drop the committee a 
note at 'titchfieldbowling@gmail.com' or pop along to the club on any 
Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday club playing session at 13.45 to witness 
one of the best kept Titchfield secrets in action, weather permitting. 

Titchfield Bowling Club 

Chris Blackburn on behalf of the Committee 
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Titchfield Gardeners' Club 

TGC Update 

Sarah Green 

We had our annual Spring Sale in the Village Hall on 29th April and, despite 
the late spring, we were able to fill the tables with plants, books and bric a 
brac. Luckily the weather held out for us and we were delighted with the 
number of people who came, helping to boost our funds by Ã400, which will 
help us to continue paying for our talks, visits and managing our website for 
the future. 

Thank you to all those who came along to help make it a success and to 
those who nurtured the plants ready for sale. Also thanks to Fareham Mens' 
Shed for displaying their wares outside the Hall and to Steve Harris Limited 
for giving us delicious rhubarb to sell. 

We were able to meet again on 3rd May when we had a talk by Gerald 
Ponting on "Visiting the New Forest". There are clearly many areas of the 
Forest that need exploring and he dealt with some of those, as well as the 
traditions of the Forest. Gerald is a well known local author and brought his 
guide books for us to see. 

The Coronation Sunday was a resounding success in the village and we 
joined in by erecting a large marquee on Barry's meadow with plants and 
books for sale. Our themed floral arrangement was admired by many and 
thanks must go to Celia Pullen, Katrien Burrows and Caroline McGrath for 
putting it together. Also thanks to our members and their families who came 
along to support the event and to Garsons, 
Stewarts and St Margaret's Nursery for 
donating generous raffle prizes. We were very 
pleased that the sun finally came out that 
afternoon and we all enjoyed the various 
activities arranged by the Coronation 
Committee and are grateful to them for their 
excellent organisation. 

Our membership is steadily increasing, and we look forward to the summer 
months to come with the various activities we have planned. We meet on the 
first Wednesday of each month, either in the Village Hall or with planned 
visits. Please see our website www.titchfieldgardeners.club for further details. 

The following forthcoming events can be found in the Event's Diary, page 26. 

¶ Tour of Titchfield Abbey 

¶ Visit to RHS Wisley 

¶ "A Calendar Year of Colour" talk 

¶ Visit to NGS garden at Botley 

mailto:titchfieldbowling@gmail.com
http://www.titchfieldgardeners.club
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At a well-attended meeting of the Titchfield Gardeners' Club we had an 
entertaining presentation by Jonathan Newell who came armed with tree 
bark, fungi, coffee pods, and many other woody specimens for our delight. 

He has had a very interesting education and training starting with a degree 
in Agriculture and Biochemistry at Reading University. He has also bred 
snails commercially, spent time in Greece, and South Africa and then moved 
on to Kuwait where he was Head of Faculty at a school of 1400 pupils. 
Returning to England in 2000 he started working for the RHS and now works 
full time at Wisley as the Public Science Engagement Officer.  

The talk centred around various trees and their amazing healing and 
medicinal properties that have been known for thousands of years. Due to 
the massive population growth, he stressed that the recent search for 
synthetic forms of these medicines is vital otherwise the tree population 
would be decimated.  

After a brief quiz showing that we were all quite ignorant of the species of 
trees, he gave an in-depth review of a number of trees found in the UK. 

London Plane Tree - Originally imported from Spain in 1760 it is 
known as an anti-pollutant. It can absorb 2000 tons of particles 
each year and cleans city air from all the exhaust fumes. The bark 
is brittle and if burnt would leave a residue of various metals that 
the tree has absorbed.  

Giant Redwood - By contrast the Redwood's bark is spongy and can be up 
to 1 metre thick. It protects the tree from extreme heat and the bitter taste is 
not for insects. When broken down and processed, the tannins are good for 
reducing blood pressure. 

Willow - This tree was thought to have been chewed by ancient 
man 50,000 years ago for tooth ache. There was also evidence, 
written around 1500BC on ancient Sanskrit, of its medical 
properties. The willow bark is rich in Aspirin and George Ebers of 
Leipzig has decoded it into the various constituent chemicals.  

More recently the chemical has been proven to reduce the 
mortality from a heart attack by up to 20%. 

Yew - The Yew is a very toxic tree but as recent as 1990 the red berry was 
found to reduce the division of cancerous cells in the body and so lengthen 
the survival rate in cancer patients. 

Prunus - This range of trees, from Cherry to Almond, was discovered in 
1847 to assist the fight against cancer using the vitamin B17 extracted from 
the bark. 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club 

Plants - Drugs and Medicines 

Simon Edgington 
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Prunus Africana - Commonly known as the fever tree it has been used in 
the fight against prostate cancer. Due to its success the tree has been 
exploited and is now on the endangered list giving rise to a race to find a 
synthetic alternative. 

If you want to have a fuller picture of Jonathan's fascination with trees try 
tuning into his YouTube channel, if you don't mind the adverts before the 
commencement of his site. https://youtu.be/3JSi-uQeZ0c 

The Trust currently has three projects on the go and here are updates on 
their progress. 

1: Interior work on the Village Hall: The numerous aspects to this work 
include installing a new floor, updating the kitchen and removing the old 
false ceiling. A battery storage system will be installed for the solar 
panels which, along with new LED lighting, will reduce electricity bills to 
almost zero. There will be new tables and chairs along with re-organising 
their storage spaces. The tapestries will be re-sited to make them more 
accessible and easier to view, while at the same time reducing their 
exposure to harmful daylight. 

2: Repairing the phone box and turning it into a book exchange: David 
Ibbetson and his team have already begun work on this. 

3: Continuing the Barry's Meadow tree planting scheme: We 
will plant more native species trees and the community 
orchard in the next tree-planting window, which begins in 
October. 

The Trust has already secured Ã55,000 of funding for these projects but a 
further Ã25,000 is needed to ensure their completion. We have decided to 
take on some of the work on a DIY basis in order to reduce costs, painting 
both inside and outside, moving the tapestries, putting in internal insulation 
and stud work, creating new blinds, and planting trees. 

You can help the fundraising by buying TVT lottery tickets from the Fareham 
Lottery, by giving an individual contribution or just by joining the Trust. 
Details are on our website www.TitchfieldVillageTrust.com. 

Please consider helping with the DIY aspects, if you have the 
skills and time (email TitchfieldVillageTrust@outlook.com). 
Your help is needed to complete these three projects, which 
we are sure will provide a lasting legacy for the whole village. 

TVT Update 

Nick Girdler - Chair of Titchfield Village Trust 

 

https://youtu.be/3JSi-uQeZ0c
http://www.TitchfieldVillageTrust.com
mailto:TitchfieldVillageTrust@outlook.com
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The History Society had an amusing and informative history talk by Andrew 
Negus about the development of Southampton. The Roman settlement of 
Clausentum was on the shores of the river Itchen near Bitterne. The 
subsequent Saxon settlement across the river was initially called Hamwuld, 
then Humtun and finally Hampton. The town grew and prospered due to 
trade and access to the sea, especially the double tides of the estuary. 

After 1066, the Normans quickly developed the town with a 
clear division of the Normans/French living on the west side 
and the English/Saxons on the east side. The French built 
defensive town walls on the land side of the town, with stone 
quarried from the Isle of Wight and Calne in Normandy. The 
Bargate to the north, the main entrance to the town, was 
fortified with a drawbridge that was locked from dusk to dawn. 
The Guildhall, where the merchant guilds met, was located 
above the gateway. The Castle, which had a commanding 
view down the Solent, was established at the northwest corner 
of the town.  

The town was divided into parishes. The prosperous merchants lived in the 
wealthiest parish of St.Michaels, named after the patron saint of Normandy, 
with their houses backing on to the west quay. From there they could 
observe and access their ships with their valuable trade exporting wool to 
the continent and importing wine. These houses had large deep wine 
cellars, many of which are still intact but alas without the wine. The cellar for 
imported olive oil was not so deep as the oil didn't need to be kept at such 
low temperature. The parish of St John's contained the Weigh house and 
many large houses together with the Westgate to the town. The poorer 
English settlement was located to the east side of the High Street in the 
parishes of Holyrood, St. Lawrence and All Saints. 

All was well in the town until 1338, when the French attacked from the sea, 
where there were no defensive walls, sacked the town and slaughtered 
many of the Norman citizens. Legend has it the raid was led by the Grimaldi 
family and that is how Monaco got its wealth. In response to the French 
raid, walls were built across the cellar entrances and their windows bricked 
up. The town never really recovered, as the wool trade declined and ten 
years later the Black Death came to the town, decimating the population. 

So this was the Water, Slaughter and Trade of Andrew's talk, but he did 
mention that the 17th century brought a change and prosperity again to 
Southampton as it became a Spa town when Frederick the Prince of Wales 
arrived with his dandies and fops and this will be the subject of Andrew's 
next lecture. 

Titchfield History Society 
Water, Slaughter & Trade 

Ros Seward 
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Titchfield Abbey WI 

Margaret Wellington 

Sandi Jones gives us an update on the Titchfield Country Market which is a 
co-operative market held at the Village Hall every Friday morning from 09.30-
11.30. It's one of six Country Markets in Hampshire and its motto "Cook, 
Craft, Grow" is a clue to what's on sale each week ï home cooked savouries 
and cakes, jams and chutneys, handmade crafts and home grown flowers, 
plants and fruit and vegetables in season. Everything on sale is produced 
locally, from Titchfield honey to pies made with whatever fruit is currently 
ripening on the allotments behind the Community Centre or on Hunts Pond 
Road. But we also have an international flavour to our cooking now, with new 
cooks Susie (South African recipes) and Billie (Hong Kong recipes) who you 
may well have met at our stall at the Titchfield Art Show.  

We are now well into the season for selling all kinds of plants ï sown and 
grown by Sue in Locks Heath and Alan in Catisfield ï and among our newest 
craft producers are Colin, our wood turner, and Caroline, our stained-glass 
artist. Suzy (the driving force behind all those amazing post box toppers 
outside the One Stop) displays her crochet skills, Sylvia makes personalized 
greetings cards while Lindy paints exquisite watercolour cards, Vivien knits 
striking woollen socks and Sandi creates patchwork quilts and handbags of 
every shape, size and colour. Nina and Trish are the "jam and chutney 
supremos", Clair makes the lightest Victoria sponges and Robert keeps 
breakfast tables supplied with his marmalade. We're a happy bunch and 
never happier than when all our food is sold at 11.30. The early bird catches 
the lemon drizzle cake, so come and see us on Friday and stop for a cup of 
tea or coffee ï the cheapest in the village!  

Titchfield Country Market 

Sandi Jones 

Titchfield Abbey WI meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 10am in 
the Community Centre. All visitors and new members will be warmly 
welcomed. At our next meeting on 13th June we will be hearing about The 
Elizabeth Foundation (Portsmouth) and their work with pre-school age deaf 
children and their families. There will not be a meeting in the hall in July as the 
group will be going on the annual outing, which this year will be a coach trip to 
see the Overlord Embroidery at the D-Day Museum in Southsea. Many have 
already visited the exhibition but the museum has undergone recent changes 
to bring it up to date and the Embroidery itself is beautiful. Later in the year 
there will be talks on the RNLI, American Indian History, Auctions, the Blue 
Lamp Trust and Polio. In December we will be starting the Christmas 
celebrations with entertainment for our members followed by lunch at 
Fareham College. We look forward to welcoming anybody who would like to 
visit or join us. 
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Sunday 7th May started bright and early with a well-attended nine o'clock 
service at St Peter's Church. After enjoying coffee and biscuits, many 
parishioners joined the coronation celebrations in The Square.  

Southampton's Town Crier opened the proceedings with the proclamation 
"God Save The King". Several hundred men, women, children and dogs 
lined the square, many bearing union jacks. At eleven o'clock the royal 
coach led the parade, followed by HMS Collingwood Volunteer Band 
playing rousing tunes. Then came a drive-past of veteran, vintage and 
classic cars, including an Austin 7, an Austin Healey, a McLaughlin, and 
everybody's favourite, a Moggie Minor, to name but a few. Children 
paraded past before the Big Noise Community Samba Band, led by Charlie 
Fletcher, thundered into earshot. 

The parade and onlookers moved on to Barry's Meadow where the 
Collingwood band opened with yet more patriotic tunes, including Rule 
Britannia, Hearts of Oak, and of course God Save The King. The Town 
Crier made his second announcement reminding us of the coronation the 
previous day.  

Stalls were as varied as they were interesting, St Peter's Design a Kneeler 
and Mouse Hunt, Friends of St Peter's, Gardeners' Club, History Society, 
and many more. Musical entertainment continued with the Samba Band, 
the Bobby Jay Duo, and the Debut Dance Academy strutting their stuff. 
The six categories of the Dog Show were extremely well attended, and the 
dogs surprisingly well behaved.  

On leaving Barry's Meadow, we were treated to sea shanties next to the 
Parish Rooms by the Titchfield Warblers giving their first concert. Rumour 
has it that some skulduggery was involved in the ladies' victory in the Tug 
o' War - surely not!  

A splendid day was had by all. Thank you to everyone for making it such a 
great occasion!  

Titchfield Celebrates 

Nog Grimstead 

Titchfield Primary School 

celebrating  

the King's Coronation 

see article on the 

opposite page 
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The children had a celebration day about the King on Friday 5th May when 
they learned about King Charles, his role and what happens at a coronation. 
This contributed to teaching children about British values and what it means 
to be a citizen living in the UK, as an important part of the curriculum. 
Readers will know that we like to have a party and dress up so we did! The 
theme for dressing up was either to be a King or a Queen or dress in red, 
white and blue. Our parents were very creative and the children looked 
amazing! 

The County Council gave us a grant for our celebrations, which we gratefully 
spent on bunting, flags and balloon arches, with teachers also bringing 
resources to use in their classrooms on the day. Each child received a 
coronation bookmark and our lovely Friends of the School also gave each 
child a coronation pin badge. We hope these will be special keepsakes for 
the children. 

Parents joined us to see the children parading around the playground, 
showing off their outfits and waving their flags. The whole school then sang 
our coronation song. After this, we had an afternoon picnic on our bottom 
field. It really was a special day and we all enjoyed the celebration. 

Titchfield Primary School 

The King's Coronation Celebration 

Michelle Stephens - Headteacher 

The plans were fulfilled for ringing the church bells over the Coronation 
weekend. Sixteen ringers took part in general ringing before the Coronation 
itself although, unfortunately, two ringers couldn't participate as one was ill 
and the other having just had a hand operation.  

On Sunday, the attempt to ring a quarter peal before the parade through the 
village was unfortunately not completed successfully. However, this was 
corrected on Monday when another quarter peal was successful. Over the 
weekend 20 ringers took part, including Christine and 
Gerald who rang for the Coronation in 1953 and Karin 
who started ringing this year having responded to the 
"Ring for the King" publicity. Seventy years of ringing 
history! 

None of this would have been possible without the 
support not only of the ringers but also St. Peter's 
Church and the village, to whom I am very grateful. 

Bellringing News 

Ring for the King and Queen 

Lyndon Hatfield - Bell Tower Captain 
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Titchfield Celebrates The Coronation 

Photography by Phil Burner 

The town crier started the events 
with "God save the King" Royalty in the 

Coronation Procession 

The Bobby Jay Duo 

The Dog Show 

Spectators in the Square 

The Samba Band 
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HMS Collingwood Volunteer Band The Coronation Beacon 

'Mummy, Mummy! Look over there!' 
Such excitement as the children 
searched for the 66 mice 'scampering' 
around the church. (Well, perhaps the 
mice did when we all went home?)  

 

 

The mice tableaux included a school 
room, wedding, ice skating, baptism, 
Nativity carol singers and many other 
groupings... even the church cleaners! 
(Not forgetting the Earl of Southampton!)  

 

Grown-ups also enjoyed the show, 
appreciating the skill, imagination and 
quality of work involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photography by Ross Underwood 
More images: https://www.posbrookpics.uk/p591142948 

Mice at St Peter's 

Jill Underwood 

https://www.posbrookpics.uk/p591142948
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St Peter's Church is Overrun with Mice 
At the last count 66 were in residence!  

A volunteer from St Peter's Church came up with the church mouse project 
following sightings of knitted mice in Inverness cathedral. After all the 
necessary approvals Titchfield Mouse Trail was born.  

The aim was to encourage the young and the young-at-heart to explore our 
heritage church, learn a little about its role in the village and have some fun 
free of charge.  

These little critters also raise awareness of the clergy and volunteers who 
over hundreds of years have, and still do, work very hard to ensure St 
Peter's remains central and relevant to village life.  

Do you know how often royalty visited this parish, the link between Romeo, 
Juliet, Shakespeare and the Earl of Southampton? Bite sized bits of history 
await you plus much moreéé. 

The trail is a wonderful team effort between the church and village residents. 
We offer our thanks to Titchfield Yarn Bombers who enthusiastically and 
artistically created the majority of the mice with church volunteers creating 
the tableaux and offering hospitality to approximately 200 people on the 
launch day alone.  

Who would have thought St Peter's Church mice would be so popular! 

If you haven't seen the mice, you still have an opportunity as the 18 tableaux 
will remain on display (aside from weddings, funerals etc.) so please come 
along to see if you can spot all 66 mice and their hidden cheese snacks!  

TakeFive to Stop Fraud 

TakeFive is a national campaign that encourages you to take five minutes 

to think before responding to a request for money or personal information. 

¶ Stop - Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your mon-

ey or information could keep you safe.  

¶ Challenge - Could it be fake? It's ok to reject, refuse or ignore any re-

quests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you.  

¶ Protect - Contact your bank immediately if you think you've fallen for a 

scam and report it to Action Fraud.  

It has plenty of information in its toolkit, including posters, leaflets and a 

bingo game that can be used with friends and family. 

The website is https://www.takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/ 
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Titchfield History Society 

Remembering the 'Hinton Children Tragedy' 

Marilyn Wilton-Smith 

On Sunday 23rd April, members of the Titchfield History Society, along with 
a number of villagers gathered to unveil a plaque in remembrance of 
William & Frederick Hinton and Augusta Hotson, who were tragically 
murdered in the village by their mother/step mother in 1891. Marilyn Wilton-
Smith (Chair of the Titchfield History Society) spoke of the terrible 
circumstances leading up to this event. This was followed by a moving and 
poignant address and prayer by The Reverend Janet Trevithick. The 
plaque stands alongside the three trees planted for them earlier year within 
the garden of the Village Hall. 

You can read a full account of this tragic event in 
'Titchfield Papers ï A Titchfield Tragedy'. Copies 
can be purchased from Titchfield History Society 
website titchfieldhistory.com or from Hearts & 
Hugs in the village and Stewarts Garden Centre. 

Sadly, we have had to close the Thursday sessions of Oasis (13 yrs +) from 
April 2023. 

This is due to shortage of funds, which allows us only to run one group at 
this time. 

The Tuesday sessions (10 ï 13 yrs) continue, with an extension to 14 yrs, 
to allow for the disappointment of those young people who were expecting 
to move up to the Thursday evening. 

The club is financed with contributions from FBC, Earl of Southamton Trust, 
the Community Association, charitable organisations, local sponsors, 
individuals and subscriptions from the young people. The cost of running 
both clubs is about Ã13,000 per year ï (staffing, accommodation, insurance 
etc). Sadly we cannot fund both groups at this time. 

We are continuing with applications for further funding and remain hopeful 
of building up additional monies which might enable us to re-open on both 
nights at a later date.  

Oasis Youth Club 

Thursday Sessions Closed. 

Julia Mills, Secretary Oasis Steering Committee 

https://www.takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/
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It was common for noble and wealthy families to create hereditary data, but 
it was not until 1538 that Thomas Cromwell introduced a requirement for 
parish registers for baptisms, marriages and burials. Only names and dates 
were required. Further legislation in 1598 required all records to be in 
books, backdated to the accession of Elizabeth 1. This explains why so 
many church records date from 1588. St Peter's oldest register is dated 
1589, the first burial being a John Lock on 12 January. 

Although the entire churchyard is consecrated ground, this was not always 
so. The ground on the south side of the church was kept for the virtuous: 
the north was unconsecrated where felons, outcasts and unbaptised 
infants were consigned to perpetual shadow. Suicides were often buried 
somewhere remote, like a crossroads. The north side was often used for 
games and social events. 

It was not until the late 17th century that gravestones became fashionable, 
the earliest at St Peter's being dated 1659. But we have many from the 
18th, 19th and 20th centuries. 

Eventually, in many places, the churchyards became full, and in some 
cases presented a health risk. Burials ceased in St Peter's graveyard in 
1858. The Burial Act of 1853 allowed local councils to create new 
cemeteries, and at St Peter's this resulted in the creation of a cemetery 
adjacent to the graveyard east of a line drawn from Church Path to Frog 
Lane and to the river Meon. Burials took place here from 1861 until about 
1920. Burial of ashes were conducted adjacent to the river until 2002. In 
March 2009, the graveyard was re-opened for the interment of ashes in 
unmarked plots, and a memorial garden was built.  

A record of monumental inscriptions in the church and churchyard was 
completed in 1986, where 914 items were identified, compared with 306 in 
an earlier work of 1975. This has recently been updated, when 1169 items 
were documented. The first detailed map was prepared in 2005 when 
Fareham Borough Council undertook repairs to gravestones. This was 
expanded in 2011 to include the site of as many gravestones as could be 
identified in both the graveyard and cemetery.  

Acknowledgements: Titchfield Parish Register 1589-1634, and 'The 
Monumental Inscriptions of St Peters Church and Churchyard Titchfield', 
both courtesy of Titchfield History Society and available to purchase, 
and 'A Companion to the English Parish Church' by Stephen Friar  
ISBN 1-85833-738-0. 

A Brief History of St Peter's 

Churchyard and Cemetery 

David Mugford 
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Karen became editor of Titchfield News during the first lockdown of 2020. 
She was initially very reluctant but was persuaded when Margaret 
Thompson agreed to help as assistant editor. However, once committed, 
she approached the task of producing a magazine during lockdown 
restrictions with enthusiasm, dedication and typical efficiency. In the 
absence of many regular items, as village societies were unable to meet, 
Karen commissioned and sought more longer, in depth articles. Many of 
our readers will recall how, if they mentioned something interesting on 
passing, they would inevitably be asked to write a contribution to the 
magazine. 

Karen had had three separate careers, first as a 
supplementary visiting officer for the Department of Health 
and Social Security, then as a social worker and finally as 
a University Lecturer. She also had three degrees ï BA, 
MA and PhD. She brought her professional background to 
the role of editor, with a meticulous attention to detail and 
being a stickler for correct English grammar. Her ability 
rapidly to precis, proofread and correct articles will be 
sorely missed by the current editorial team. 

In addition to Titchfield News, Karen also maintained a wealth of additional 
voluntary activities including family and neighbour mediation, working in 
food banks and in a COVID vaccination clinic. For many years she held a 
monthly Fare Trade stall at St Peter's Church and volunteered at Shop 
Equality, the FairTrade shop in Eastleigh. When Anna Sketchley agreed to 
take over as editor, Karen made sure that she could shadow the production 
process for the magazine. Despite being very frail, Karen managed to fulfil 
this commitment by editing the April issue, which she finished just a few 
days before she died on 1st April 2023. 

Karen and Tony celebrated their golden wedding anniversary last October. 
Tony remembers her as thoughtful, funny, kind, honest and fiercely 
intelligent. He and her many friends both in the village and further afield will 
miss her hugely. 

Remembering Dr. Karen Postle 

Tony Postle 
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You may remember that in the April magazine I wrote about Karen 
Postle's tireless work over many years supporting Fairtrade. Karen also 
supported The Real Easter Egg Company, encouraging us to buy 
delicious chocolate Easter eggs each year that contained a colourful 
book telling the real story and meaning of Easter. Recently I received this 
letter from Susan Allman, previously the Vicar at St Peter's Church here 
in Titchfield. It is a delightful cameo and real testament to Karen, her faith 
and the legacy she has left us. I asked Susan if I could share it with all of 
you. 

Dear Anna, 

The Real Easter Egg - Result! 

I really wish I could be sending this good feedback to Karen but knowing 
how well you supported her in selling "the Real Easter Egg" in Titchfield 
over the years, I thought I would send it to you. 

Earlier this year, my eight-year-old grand-daughter seemed a bit hazy 
about the Easter story. "Is it the one about the three wise men?" Then, on 
Easter Sunday, she and her cousins made an Easter garden in one of my 
flower-beds. 

When the same grand-daughter visited after Easter she found an Easter 
quiz on the table, where she likes to sit and draw. She answered all the 
questions correctly, much to my surprise. 

"You know the Easter story very well," I said. She shrugged her 
shoulders and replied, "It was in the Easter eggs you used to give me, 
Grandma!" 

You never quite know with children, do you? Keep up the good work. 

With love, 

Karen's Legacy - An Example 

Anna Sketchley 

Like many people I was devastated when Karen died.  I first came to know 
Karen when I became the assistant editor to the Titchfield News in 2021. 
Despite not knowing her for very long, a friendly working relationship 
quickly developed.  

Karen was a very thorough and diligent person with an excellent 
knowledge of English grammar and spelling, but she approached tasks 
with a great sense of humour.  

We shared serious discussions about matters of the day, politics, poverty, 
religion, but also laughed about the quirks of the living race.  

I will miss her. 

Remembering Karen 

Margaret Thompson 
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Saying 'Goodbye' to Karen 

Jane Richards 

It was early afternoon on April 14th, and Bill Day, a previous Vicar of 
Titchfield, and I were waiting outside the church as people poured in to say 
goodbye to Dr Karen Postle, a much loved member of our church family for 
nearly 35 years, and very much part of the village, working in food banks 
and a COVID vaccination clinic, running the FairTrade stall and editing our 
parish magazine; she finished editing the April edition just days before she 
died.  

Karen was a brilliant organiser ï and she'd organised her funeral too. She'd 
chosen the hymns and the readings, and because she loved the prayers 
and liturgy which came from the island of Iona, home to a very special 
Christian community, she'd sorted those, too. 

So people came, from all the different parts of Karen's life, and we heard 
tributes from her husband, Tony, and from friends and colleagues from her 
days as a social worker, university lecturer, world traveller and very good 
friend. The 262 people in church all brought their own memories; Tony said 
that he'll always remember Karen as 'thoughtful, kind, honest and fiercely 
independent' and that he'll miss her forever. We shall miss her too. 

Gloria Hunt Memorial 

Mrs M Stephens, Headteacher Titchfield Primary School 

Many of you in the Titchfield community will have known 
Gloria Hunt who sadly died in January. Gloria was also our 
Chair of Governors and was a great friend to the school. 
Gloria had been a head teacher herself in her working life 
and was passionate about the children receiving the very 
best education possible. She was a great supporter of our 
reading curriculum and the development of phonics and 
one of our last conversations was about our new 
programme and how that was going well. 

Some of her friends have donated a tree to the school in 
her memory and we had a small ceremony last week to 
plant it at the front of the school. Gloria loved plants and 
flowers, so we feel a tree is a fitting memorial. 
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Titchfield on the web 

Information on Titchfield  ........................................... www.titchfieldnews.com 

Information on St Peter's Church ........................ www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk 

Friends of St Peter's Church .............................. www.friends-of-st-peters.org 

Information on Titchfield Village Trust .............. www.titchfieldvillagetrust.com 

Titchfield Community Centre ...............www.titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club ................................ www.titchfieldgardeners.club 

Tessa was one of Titchfield Village's colourful characters; she loved pink 
and purple and would often be seen dressed in those colours and at one 
time she drove a red and black smart car with a purple daisy on the door. 
Tessa strongly believed in being part of the community, buying local 
produce at the Friday Country Market and catching up with friends over a 
black coffee in Daisy Bs on the way home. She served both the village 
and the wider area as a local Councillor and Mayor for Fareham. 

Tessa was well travelled, with a love of art, dance, music and theatre and 
was a member of various choirs throughout her life. She loved her 
garden and grew many plants and vegetables. She loved the village and 
was instrumental in creating 'Titchfield through the Ages Millennium 
Tapestries' that hang in the Village Hall.  

Tessa and a team of friends enlarged Ron Knee's tradition of a lighted 
Christmas tree on the outside of village houses and Titchfield Ablaze is 
now a big part of the Christmas celebrations. She orchestrated the 
tradition displaying flags in West Street to celebrate Titchfield Carnival, 
but quickly expanded to include weddings and special celebrations and 
now 'flags' are often seen throughout the village including this weekend 
for the King's Coronation. 

Tessa was sometime governor of Park School and Neville Lovett 
Community School, Chair of governors at Ranvilles Junior School and 
Chairman (Lifetime) of Trustees at the YOU Trust. Tessa was married to 
Ron for 52 years and had two sons and three grandchildren. She lived in 
Titchfield for over 60 years and will be greatly missed.   

Remembering Tessa Short 

Grace and Annette 
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Word Search 

APRON 

CAN 

COOKER 

CUP 

FAN 

KETTLE 

NUTCRACKER 

OVEN 

PAN 

PEELER 

SLICER 

SMOKER 

SCISSORS 

SLOWCOOKER 

SPICERACK 

STOCKPOT 

TABLESPOON 

TEAINFUSER 

TOASTER 

WOK 

Answers on page 25 

Can you take the balls 

to the tennis racket? 

Sudoku 
Fill each row, column and marked 

rectangle with the numbers 1 to 6 

Answers on page 25 

http://www.titchfieldnews.com
http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk
http://www.friends-of-st-peters.org
http://titchfieldvillagetrust.com
http://www.titchfieldcommunitycentre.org.uk
http://www.titchfieldgardeners.club
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A Book to Read 

Puzzle Answers 

Hamnet by Maggie O'Farrell: Pub 2020 Tindell Press/ Headline Publishing. 

Do you know that Shakespeare had a son named Hamnet? The name is 
possibly an inspiration for arguably his most famous play as Hamnet and 
Hamlet were interchangeable spellings of the same name. He also had two 
daughters, the elder Susanna; and Judith, twin to Hamnet. 

The subject of this book is the story of Hamnet, Judith and their mother, set 
against the background of the Black Death epidemic in the late 1500's. 
While there is little further historical information on the children's lives, this 
novel sensitively explores what life and death might have been like for them 
at that time. Maggie O'Farrell writes so sympathetically and realistically that 
we can identify with many of the events and feel the emotions of the 
characters. 

Reading this book, and seeing the publication date, one might think that the 
attitudes of the characters were based on the reactions of people today to 
the modern COVID pandemic but, remarkably this is not so. It was written 
before most British people had heard of coronavirus, and was first published 
in March 2020 as lockdown became a reality. This book has received many 
accolades, not least being Waterstones' book of the year for 2020, and is 
well worth a read. You may need a tissue to hand, but it is not a sob story. 

 Dianne Hatfield 

 

Don't forget that you can download the BorrowBox Library 
app and login with your Hampshire Library details to 
access the library's collection of eAudiobooks and 
eBooks. 

Read a good book lately? Please write a review, about 60
-70 words long, and send it to 
magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 

mailto:magazine@stpetertitchfield.org.uk


26 

 

Please note that most events require advance booking 

Titchfield Parish Room has been re-named Titchfield Village Hall 

Events Diary: 

June and July 2023 

Date, Time & Place Event details 

Monday 5
th
 June 

St Peter's Church 
Closing date for Coronation Kneeler Competition. 
Please return entries to St Peter's Church  

Wednesday 7
th
 June 

6.00pm 
Titchfield Abbey 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club - Tour on the History of 
the Abbey followed by picnic for Members and 
guests. Guests welcome. 
Contact tgc.meetings@gmail.com 

Saturday 10
th
 June 

10.00am 

Titchfield ǘƻ RHS Wisley 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club visit 
Open to Members and their guests free of charge 
Contact tgc.meetings@gmail.com to register 

Tuesday 13th June 
10.00am 
Community Centre  

Titchfield Abbey WI - A talk by the Elizabeth 
Foundation ï who work with families of  pre-school 
children with hearing impairment. 

Saturday 17
th
 June 

8.30am -10am 
St Peter's Church 

Lego Club with Breakfast 
See page 3 for details 

Saturday 24
th
 June 

9.00am 
St Peter's Church 

Ladies' Breakfast 
All welcome. Sign list at the back of the church. 

Saturday 24
th
 June 

тΦолǇƳ 
St Peter's Church 

Summer Concert performed by 'Continuum' 
Tickets on sale at church Ã5 
See page 3 for details. 

Throughout June and 
July 
St Peter's Church 

Church Mouse Trail continues. 
See page 3 for details 

Wednesday 5
th
 July 

7.30pm 
Titchfield Village Hall 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club " A Calendar Year of 
Colour " by Janette Merilion 
Visitors welcome, contact tgc.meetings@gmail.com, 
Ã5 on the door 

Advance Notice 
Wednesday 2

nd
 August 

6.00pm 
Manor Lodge 

Titchfield Gardeners' Club visit to an NGS Garden at 
Manor Lodge, Brook Lane, Botley 
Guests welcome 
Contact tgcmeetings@gmail.com to register 

Advance Notice 
St Peter's Church 
Throughout August 

'Welcome Caf®' 
See page 3 for details 
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From the Parish Registers  

St Peter's Church  

Church Street, Titchfield, Hants, PO14 4AG 

office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk 

01329 847003 

welcoming all     celebrating life     sharing the journey 

Regular Sunday Worship 
8.00 am  Holy Communion BCP First Sunday of the month 

10.00 am  Parish Communion  Live-streamed for those unable to join us in 
   church and available on the website
   stpetertitchfield.org.uk 

   Followed by refreshments in the church. 

Midweek Worship every Thursday 
10.00 am Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer 1

st
 & 3

rd
 weeks 

  Common Worship 2
nd
, 4
th
 and 5

th
 weeks  

  Followed by refreshments in the church. 

Baptisms 19th March Taron David Archer  
  19th March  Bodhi Alfie Cox  
 

Funerals  8th March Frances McColl Miller  (100)
  22nd March David Munday  (91) 

  29th March Tessa Ann Short  (87) 

  31st March Pauline Floyd  (97)  

 

  11th April Derek William Metherell  (74) 

   14th April Karen Ann Postle  (71) 

Please check up to date information on their website or telephone numbers below.:  

Holy Trinity/St Columba:  https://www.htscf.org.uk 01329 232688 

St John's, Locks Heath: https://www.stjohnslocksheath.org.uk 01489 578082 

St Mary's, Warsash: https://www.stmarywarsash.org.uk 01489 570846 

St Paul's, Sarisbury Green: https://www.spsg.org.uk 01489 858405 

Services at Other Local Churches 

mailto:tgc.meetings@gmail.com
mailto:tgc.meetings@gmail.com
mailto:tgc.meetings@gmail.com
mailto:tgcmeetings@gmail.com
mailto:office@stpetertitchfield.org.uk
https://www.htscf.org.uk
https://www.stjohnslocksheath.org.uk
https://www.stmarywarsash.org.uk
https://www.spsg.org.uk
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* Term time only 
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