
SAFEGUARDING	REPORT	TO	PCC	MARCH	2024	
	
Dashboard	Action	Summary	
Please	read	the	Dashboard	Summary	Action	Plan	for	current	status	of	required	
actions.	
	
Note:	Risk	assessment	for	Walk	through	the	Bible,	Afternoon	tea	and	Choirs	
Concert	have	been	produced.	I’m	waiting	to	know	that	Steven	has	approved	
them	before	changing	the	status	on	the	Dashboard.	
	
Feedback	from	PSO	network	meeting	on	February26th	2024	

	
1. Inquiry	into	Church	of	England	Safeguarding	
Extracts	from	report	in	Church	Times	which	précised	the	reports	conclusions.	

The	Archbishops	of	Canterbury	and	York	commissioned	an	independent	inquiry	
into	the	status	of	safeguarding	in	the	Church	of	England.	This	followed	on	from	
the	damning	conclusions	of	the	IICSA	(Independent	Inquiry	into	Child	Sexual	
Abuse)	enquiry	about	how	the	church	had	dealt	with	victims	and	survivors	of	
abuse.	The	Archbishops	asked	Professor	Alexis	Gray,	former	chairperson	of	the	
IICSA	enquiry,	to	head	up	this	new	enquiry.	The	report	was	published	just	
recently.	

Professor	Jay	recommended	a	total	overhaul	of	the	C	of	E’s	safeguarding	
structures,	to	shift	responsibility	away	from	individual	dioceses	to	two	new	
charities,	which	would	be	completely	independent	of	church	authorities.	
Her	report	argues:	“The	diocesan	management	structure	for	safeguarding	is	not	
compatible	with	the	development	of	a	trusted,	high-quality,	and	accountable	
system	for	safeguarding.”	The	creation	of	two	new	independent	bodies	is	
recommended:	the	first	to	carry	out	safeguarding	work,	the	second	to	provide	
“oversight	and	scrutiny”	of	the	work	of	the	first.	Both	should	be	established	as	
charities	and	funded	by	the	Church.	“There	must	be	a	complete	transfer	of	
responsibility	from	the	Church	to	these	bodies,	whose	advice	and	decisions	
should	be	final	and	not	merely	advisory,”	the	report	says.	The	option	of	making	
changes	to	the	existing	system	is	dismissed	in	the	report.	Professor	Jay	argues	
that	to	do	so	would	“not	be	sufficient	to	rebuild	trust	that	the	Church	is	a	safe	
place.	.	.	A	complete	change	of	culture	is	needed	to	restore	trust	and	confidence	
in	church	safeguarding.”	
	
In	a	supporting	statement,	Professor	Jay	said:	“Church	safeguarding	currently	
falls	below	the	standards	of	secular	organisations,	with	inconsistent	guidance,	
data	collection,	accountability,	professional	practice,	and	scrutiny.	
“Further	tinkering	with	existing	structures	would	not	be	sufficient	to	make	
safeguarding	in	the	Church	professional,	accountable,	and	trusted	by	those	who	
use	its	services.”	
	
These	recommendations	have	raised	concerns	within	the	C	of	E	that	it	might	lead	to	
having	no	Safeguarding	teams	within	each	Diocese	but	only	an	external	
independent	body.	Discussions	have	started	at	General	Synod	about	
implementation	of	the	recommendations.	



2. Children	in	church	members	homes	
New	guidance	has	been	issued	that	children	must	not	be	hosted	in	church	
members	homes	for	church	activities	such	as	“After	school	clubs”	for	example.	
	
3. DSA	Patch	Working	
The	Diocesan	Safeguarding	team	is	proposing	to	allocate	a	named	Safeguarding	
Advisor	to	‘patches’	–	cluster	of	parishes.	They	will	be	critical	friends	to	help	and	
advise.	The	intention	is	that	they	will	get	to	know	parishes	&	PSOs	within	their	
‘patch’	and	help	to	advocate	against	any	resistance	to	safeguarding	within	a	
parish.	
	
Reporting	of	Safeguarding	issues	will	remain	as	it	is	via	the	direct	help	line.	
	
4. New	National	Safeguarding	QA	framework	
A	new	QA	safeguarding	framework	is	to	be	introduced	incorporating	five	sets	of	
standards:	

• Cultural	leadership	&	capacity	
• Prevention	
• Recognising	&	managing	risk	
• Victims	&	survivors	
• Learning,	supervision	&	support	

	
There	will	be	a	3	year	rolling	programme	of	introduction	with	independent	
audits.	The	Dashboard	will	be	amended	to	reflect	the		new	standards	and	the	
Diocesan	Safeguarding	team	will	help	with	implementation	of	the	standards	at	a	
parish	level	via	workshops.	


