
SAFEGUARDING	REPORT	FOR	PCC	MEETING	MARCH	11th	2025	
	
My	apologies	for	missing	yet	another	PCC	meeting	–	must	try	harder!	
I	shall	be	away	for	the	whole	of	March.	During	that	period	any	safeguarding	
concerns	can	be	raised	to	the	Churchwardens	or	Revs	Ian	and	Penny	or	the	
Diocesan	Safeguarding	team	directly.	I	will	put	an	out	of	office	email	on	directing	
people	to	the	alternative	contacts.	

1	DBS	Status	
All	people	requiring	a	DBS	check	are	up	to	date	or	being	progressed	as	and	when	
they	are	due	for	renewal.	
2	Training	Status	
By	the	time	that	you	read	this	Foundation	training	will	have	been	completed,	
covering	those	needing	to	refresh	after	three	years	and	a	few	new	volunteers.	
	
3	Safer	Recruitment	role	successor	
Caryl	and	Melanie	continue	to	work	towards	a	handover	of	the	role	some	time	in	
April.	
	
4	Response	to	the	Makin	report	
You	may	have	read	much	in	the	newspapers	about	the	General	Synod	response	
to	the	Makin	report.	There	was	a	long	discussion	around	a	number	of	options	for	
safeguarding	structures	and	independence.		Synod	voted	for	Option	3.	Scrutiny	
and	oversight	responsibilities	will	sit	in	an	organisation	independent	to	the	
church,	whilst	delivery	remains	in	Dioceses	for	the	time	being,	but	they	will	be	
looking	at	what	further	steps	can	be	taken	to	get	to	option	4,	where	Diocesan	
Safeguarding	teams	(e.g.	the	team	at	the	Diocesan	office)	also	move	to	an	
independent	organisation	but	on	a	slower	trajectory.	
	
5	New	National	Safeguarding	Standards	and	Audits	
New	national	safeguarding	standards	are	being	introduced	by	the	C	of	E	
safeguarding	team.	These	are:	
Standard	1-		Culture,	Leadership	and	Capacity	

Standard	2	-	Prevention	

Standard	3	-	Recognising,	Assessing	and	Managing	risk	
Standard	4	-	Victims	and	Survivors	

Standard	5	-	Learning,	Supervision	and	Support	

I	have	attached	two	slides	that	summarise	the	national	standards.	Apologies	for	
the	poor	quality.	This	is	how	they	were	distributed	to	PSOs.	
	
There	will	be	independent	audits	against	these	standards	by	an	external	
company	INEQE.	Portsmouth	Diocese	is	likely	to	be	audited	in	June	this	year.	We	
may	be	audited	as	part	of	that	process	either	face	to	face	or	online.	I	shall	request	
time	in	the	next	PCC	to	further	highlight	the	standards	and	audits.	
	
David	Foster	–	Parish	Safeguarding	Officer	
February	25th	2025	


